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SYSTEM OF PEONAGE EXISTS IN
CARIBBEAN STATE TOLERATED
| NOWHERE ELBE.

Guatemaln CHy, July 13.—Perhaps
in no other country in the new world
&re labor conditions worse than in
Guatemaln. ‘Of the 2,000,000 people
who constitute the population of the
Tepublic, 1,000,000 are full-blooded In-
diane and 800,000 are halbreeds, leav-
ing only 20000 to represent the pea-
ple of propﬂq.‘y and standing In the
community. he ather 1,800,000 must
work for thelr dally Jiread, and
procious lttle of that de they get for
thelr labor. |

Ta start with, there Is & peonage
law. This meann in practice that
debi-slavery has been recognized al-
though chattel slavery ia tabooed, The
result to the slave I8 theoretlcally tha
®ame, TUnder this law when an In-
dan or a halfbreed becomes indebted
to a man, he is compelled to pay his
debt in actual labor, Very few of
these people are able to keep out of
debt,
least &6 per cent of the men are
peons, leaving only a fourth dree.
Perhaps the thing which, more than
anything olse, drives the Indians and
halfhreeds Inta peonage s the ex-
emption tax which all of them are re-
auired to pay if they would escape the
army, And most of them have an
cager desire to save themselves from
#ervico In the military organization
of the country., When It is stated
thit the pay of a soldier amounts to
less than 4 cents a day, and that out
of this he must subsist himsell, one
readlly may see how unattractive the
professton of arms 18 to the average
Guatemaltecan. Hin superior of-
ficers are men not noted far thelr
kindnesa 1o thoee under their control,
and the private can afford nothing
begter than a Blue jean shirt and
overalls, and sometimes a delagldatee
straw hat. Tnless he gets Into the
service around the palace at Guate-
mata Clty, he seldom or never wears
shoes.  The hardahips of the army
fire go many aml #0 constant that the
nitives usually go Into it only at the
yaint of the bayonet. But onee in,
they know better than to desert, for
the hand of the government is omni-
present, and the fate of the deserter
iz 1o be shot in his tracks,

The result of all this is that the men
prefer 4o become peons to golng Into
the army. The exemptlon tax s 150
pesns,  Of course, nona of them has
180 pesos of ready money, and the only

way to get it is to go to somo planter |
Borrowing means al

and horrow it
lifetime  service, for the peso-and-a-
half wage per duy they are paid seldom
sufflices to meet the absolute needs of
life. ‘
Wien the mozn, as the laborer s
culled, borrows money, he enters into
A contract to work it out, agreeing that
If be tries to leave the plantation he-
fore the debt Is settled, he must bear
all of the expense to which the padrone
i8 put in order to bring him back and
enforce the contract. When the mozo
beging work he is given a little hook,
a dupllcate of the one In tie posscsslon
of the padrone. In this the padrone
must enter all charges against the mozo
and all credits for work ® performed,
The natives cannot read or write, as
a rule, yet they have learned to watch
their books carefully and to prevent
the overcharges that formerly were
made against them.  When Haturday
nigat comes, the moze usually wants
a little money for "White-eye," the
native brandy, and the padrone g al-
ways ready to furnish it. In fuct, he
is willing to glve the mozo anything
in reagon that he desires to keep hhn
contented and happy. The Gaute-
maltecan padrone tries 1o keep his
mozod in & happy frame of mind, When
the mozo wants 1o get married the
padrone furpighes hhm the necessary
money, ahd the same Is true when he
is slck, or when members of hig fam-
fly die. The padrone gives the mozo
a place upon which to bulld his little
thatched hut, where he can ralge his
family, ;5
Bomotimen the mozo and the pad-
rone do not get along together, and the
relationship ls unsatisfactory to both.
Under this condition the mozo may be
#lven o cortaln mumber of days to look
around to find some other planter who
will act as padrone for him. If he finds
such a planter, the new padrone will
puy off his debt to his former padrone
.and charge it up to the peon, ard he
must work It out.

Every padrone mibt register  his
moxos, and when he does this they he-

It ‘has been cstimated. that at |

Here {8 the most popular thing Just

taken ite place,
whn never can have one even in her
Justed in many ways and on n windy
— e o .

.
come exempt from  millitary  gervice,
This registratiop {& in the nature of
license for whicl the padrone must I
a small sum, If he falls to take ot
this license, the mozo i8 lkely (o e
drafted Into the army, or If he rons |

away, the padrone cannol enlore: ]|];;
claim for his services.

While the pregent peonnge svatom (s
one that no eivillzed notion would tal-
erate, and the wages paid the peons
under It are perhaps less than half
those pald in the other Contenl Amer-
tean eountries, it wmst beosaid, In be-

taken ane long and farer
in the directlon of better condithops |
for the peon.  Prior o Five vears ago |
the debls of the fathor descomded upon |
the sons, and the wholp family of a
pean that died became the property of
the padrone until the debt was Houl-
dated.  Uspally the debt was never
pald, and the obligation went
from one genceation (o the next,
broken through the vears, When l'..-l
brera toole the matter up,  ho bad
enacted a law which  provided  thae|
when o peon dics all of his obligations |
to his padrone are cancelled, and his
family are privileged 1o go whers they |
will, Provision fs also made that no|
mogo under 21 years of age onn mika
a hnding contract, so that the haif-
breede  and  the Indians cannot
foreed intn o Hie of peonage 6 they |
are sgrong enough In their determing-|
tion to fight It off. Of course, very
fewt of them fail to hecome peans, he-|
cauge peonage, with all its attendant
Is, I8 certainly hetter than service in
the army.

ehing step |

Toen |

nE

e The 25 per pent of the Indlans and
half-breeds which constitiute the frees
labor of the republic do Bl ecgeapo

thelr will., When a
caffee  planter of other agriculiurist
has need of additional Iahorers  hes
sides hig peond, e simply gends (o the
jefe pollttco and requests him o se-
cure the desired number of laborers
tAr whatever length of time he may
need them, this period to be gtated in
the applleation,  The jefe  politien
sends out to the alealdes and orvders
the requested number of laborers sent
to the applicant.  They mnst work for
him at the maximum legal wage of a
peso and @ half a day during the time
mentioned in the applieation,  That

working against

they dislike to work and do it entirely |

=t

Vacation Notice

|
i

m.‘

Before leaving the city for your
vacation arrange with your carrier or
with The Missoulian office to have The
Missoulian forwarded to you. The ad-
dress may be changed as often as you
like. If you are not a subscriber order
the paper direct from our office, in
which case the order should be accom-
panied by a remittance in accordance
with the subscription rates which will
be found at the head of the editorial

long cont has been found to he somewhat in the wiy and the Moekinaw
Its various pockets are

half of President Cabrers, that b HERI 4

Mackinaw Co_atr'?‘ Popular__

now in the way of ateamer coals, The
hasg

especinlly fascinating Lo the girl

gowrn.  The Bowler hat can be ad-
iy can be veiled,
Inst thele will, Iz shown by thoa

CEothat w# goon as they finlsh thelr

meiract—a contract made for them
Ll nat by them—they will not accept
an offer of even 10 pesos per day o
complete the task that may be loft un-
finished

The peons of Guatemal are an in-
teresting 1ot of people,  They  are
strong of log and weak of arm. The

burdins they can bear on their bncks
are surprising,  One may o 12
ol pick up o trunk, under
Ve average Amerlean workman
I stagger, and carey It up a flighe

by

of ®tajrs. They have great endurianes,
Many of them are able to cover 60 |
miles from sup to sun, with from 40
to 60 poonds on thelr backs, and §t ja
not mnnEual for them  to make 30

miles ciarrying 100 pounds of merchian-
dige ol one kind or another, The ave
CTOEe OB n make hetter time on
oot than his master on a well-soans
E i hored He Is given a
fow tortilles and started on his jours
e IT might overtnkes him, the soft

or muaie,

shle of o stone usually suffices fop his !
Tred,

G canniot but have a deep pity for
these unfortunaty beings.  The e

hred Indians of the upland reglon are
iosplendid type of the primitive Ameps

fean,  They are cleanly, possess fine
i physlques, and lead wholesome HHves
in mitivee valleys when left Lo

themselves,  They have a nobility of
hearing that is bmpressive,  They are

honest and to bo pelied upon at al
times: their word g thelr band, Ta
#sep these poor people foreed Into a
eondition of slnvery and brought down
intn elvilization  that  Injures  them
phyalealiy amd morally, I8 a terrible
slght. No anthropologist who has ever

vislted the region of northern Guae
temala has failed to comment upon the
Tlgh type of Indlan to be found there,
But, when an Indian is brought down
Inta the eoffer-growing districts, and
thers foreed to work year In and year
aut for less than nine cents a4 day,
Hittfe wonder It (s thal he degencrales
and that the process I8 resulting In
tha passing of 4 nohle pace,

The educational svstem which Es.
trada Cabrern  has  esinblished ulel-
mately may result in o change In Gua-
trmnala, While the salnrles pald the
tesichers nre soch that the schools
arn ng vet nf ¢ paratively Hitle bhens

jefit th the communities In which they
| exist, the sood of oo educatlonal sys-

tem la planted, and the Impartial ob-
server heging  to hope that in the
yeirrs to eonme It will bear frult in a
higher standard of intelllgence among

the people, Tt seems probable  that
Esiradn  Cabrera’s professed enthusi-
agm  for public sdueation |8 not ens |

tirely feigned.  He certnlply hasa  pro.|
duecd o gehool law which, If 1t 1a Hved |
up o, mmst produce good results in
the end, It Is bat fair to ppplaud Ca-
bror for what he has done, but (F
thera ls any beneflt to be regped fram
ft, this must come fn the future, for
today tha conditlon of 90 :n‘»r.l‘.anl of
the population of Guatemala 8 piti-
able In the extreme. It is when one
gors Lo the past coast of Cuatomalp
and there secs the United Frult eoms
pany paying free lahor mors than 10
times thae wige recelved by the peon
of the west coast, that he begins to
feirl that, after all, the “soylless cors

poration” inay come aa n hoon to Cen- | paa guey bogun,  After  the  storm | Kenosha early today. |
tral Amerfea. 'The thousands of 1ab-| ek the foof of  thy  bull purk Mrys. Printz was about to become |
orers on the United FFruft plantations grandstand wae lfted off and seat= [ & mother,  #he was 1 when  the |
get $1 gold a day, How much better] ey whout Lhe market, A panie | tornado steack her home and died

I their condition than that of thal, L o™ e Wong Kllled and a | from the ahosk,
peong who arn paid less than ninef . .50 0 o [OPEGNE Were hurt, gome The two-atory home of Caplaln 0,
conts oah bo imaginid, #0 badly they had 1o be seni to the  Nelson ol Soulh Kenosha wias com.
e e e e e ¥ hospltnl,  Mhe poliea  reserves  and | pletely  demolished and  Nelhon  was

fire department were called ont | dound burled In the debris.
P!“UONIHS BREAK JAIL. Thie slorm  #wept  across town, | Ho o was unconscious, but will res
o g7 o Blrlking the reeldence disiriet, | cover,

Pagco, Wash, July 13—Four pris-
oners, Bert While, John Bhand, . B,
Mgen and Charles Baker, made their
egeape from the county jall early to-
day by gawing through the bars of their

Imported
French Voiles

That Sell for 35¢
a Yard

the vard. It is a
most unusual offer-
ing. Chiffon Lisse

in stripes, checks
and plain colors;
French wvoiles in

pretty stripes, and
English novelty
fabrics in exquisite
colorings.

A Sale of Seasonable

WASH FABRICS

That Is Real and Tangible. Fabrics:
Upon Which You Can Really Save Money

That Sells for

14c

in shades of lavender, pink,

Crepe Plisse

a yard, A pretty, soft
washes but does not require ironing; it comes
cream, white or tan; one
of the daintiest materials for waists,

20¢ a Yard

crepe fabric that

10c

- that sells regularly

cffects.

15¢ and 20¢ Fabrics in

Swisses and Lawns

the yard, This takes in all of our wash goods

printed batiste in the season’s newest patterns and
fancy dotted swisses in a large assortment of beautiful

for these two prices;

In Tussah

17¢

the season is upon

advantage of it.

25¢ Summer Silks

the yard. Right now when several months of

goods, we offer a most complete line of these soft,
silky fabrics in all wanted shades,

Effects
us and you can use the

You should take

The Unusuai Offer We Are Making on
$22.50, $25.00, $27.50, $30.00, $32.50 and $35.00

=WOMEN’S SUITS

3l

AT

is attracting a most unusual amount of attention. All day Friday and Saturday
constant stream of women passed through our suit room.
this lot of garments considerably by adding many new suits that previously were

not intended for the sale.

If you are at all interested in a High-Class Suit for a very little
money you should come to the store and see them

1

We have augmented

If you are contemplating the luxury of a hammock
now is your time to get this high-class merchandise at
rock bottom prices.

All hammocks marked $3.00 for
All hammocks marked $3.75 for
All hammocks marked $4.50 for
All hammocks marked $5.75 for
All hammocks marked $6.75 for

$1.95
_$2.65

2.95
. $4.25
e $4.95

Hammocks and Porch Shades at Rock-Bottom Prices

arc the inducements:
Size 4x8 feet now for
Size 6x8 feet now for
Size 8x8 feet now for
Size 10x8 feet now for

Japanese bamboo porch shades reduced to very small
prices right now when you need them the most.

And several other equally good price reductions,

Here

$1.25

| Missoula’s True
Economy Center

ALWAYS REL/ABLE—

“Honest Dealing”

The Store of

poirml in the southwest and headed

CHIGAN 1S SWEPT'

fhrand Bapids, July 149,
idy was hit carly today by n tornado

Chorles Giibie, 57 years of ARe, who
wis silfforing from o nervous  dis-

that injured A0 or more persens and | oawe, dlegd from shock cuused by the

did  thousands of dollace’  worth of | sporm

dumuge.  The storm entered the cily | .

fromm the southwest aboot 4 o'clock, | o i

The first place giruck was the olly | Woman Ki :

market and® Cheand  Rapids  Contrs Kenowha, Wik,  July 15--Mrs, B
leaguo basanll park adjoining Printg of Boubh Kenosha, was killod

| wna many people injured In o tornada
wideh passed through the suburbs of

The market was  erowidod  with
farmers andd thelr teams, a8 teading

The storm slruek the market place
Jurt us the bell for the morning opgn-
ing rang .

A terrifie thunderstorm

It ia pald that the path of the storm
wis 4 half-mile' in width, 1t {8 1m-
| possible o astimate the loss. Houses
witich  had | wers  blown  down, trees uprnoted,
heen approaching had given ne warn- | barng gollansed and crops rulned by
ing of danger from wind, but sud-ithe force of the storm. *

m cell, They bave not been recaptured, denly o whirling baloon ¢loud ap- 1n Kenosha proper, where the storm

directly toward the clustered product

l Wilgins,
i With o deufening roap Lhe poof of
the bl park grandstand was  Hfed
BY IURNADU | Mlgh dn the ale and fell in s rain
| of planks and beams upon the fright-
Coened men g horses o the market |

- Al Phiver

Men nnd wamen, thrown down by |
GRAND RAFIDS PEOPLE !N.IURE_DI thie wind, wers Ton ovep and knoeked
- unconscions by dashing teams. Nellie |
AND ONE WOMAN KILLED | Wiersmin, attempted 1o gulet  her |
IN KENOSHA, WIS, | frlghtened horses, hut fell, and In a
matnent twa henvy  fruit Wiagnns
| padsed over hep. Bhe may die. Many
Grind: 1tap- other persons guffered hroken Hmhbs, |

e

Win vory sovers, bhut dld pot attaln

the velocity of a tornado, @ hotel

was struck by HEhining,  There was
| o pante among the hotel giests, but |
they  escaped in thele night clothing |
and no oone was serlonsly hart, |
| - - |
PLAYS AND PLAYERS |

Harry 11 Smith, the moslenl com-|
ey ibrettist, s sald to have made u

fartune of alout $2,000,000 in that field, !

G, A Redford, who I8 the ex-conaor |

of plivys dn Londan, has himself writ- |

ten o oomeeavt play, ealled A Spug!
L]

f the Bhubert enterprises in |
York during the eaming #eagon
WHE he “Huatherford & Bon" now run- !
ning In Lindan

Clearge Demoercl, who won fame in
e Merry Widow,"” I8 1o b atprered
mggiedl plece now making |
hit in Herlin, 1
¢ Money™ 4 ta be produced in |
Yarle Jate in the summer,  The |
drivmie hig alrewdy made a0 remarkabtoe |
wuecrss in Chicago,

John Cort |s shortly o prodoce ui
sitirlenl fargs enlled “The  Rlchest |
Mun in the World," by Arthur ciilles- |
| ple and Collin Davia |
| Julinn Btreet, the millionaire short |
| story  writer, has eolluborated op ol
with Frederiek Palmoer, the

L enmedy

(well-known war correspondent, |
| Trixle ¥riganzn hay been engaged to |
play the leading feminine rola in a
| pew review to be produced In New |

! York, to be callod “The Pussing Bhow |
Lar 1913

A new erman blow p'pe for which !
| many advantages are clidmed, burns |
& mixture of air and the vapor of Bhon-

gol, petrolevm or aleshol,

MURDER AND SUICIDE,

Laos Angelow, July 14 Jarry Weblwr,
iomirble layer, shot his wire corvly 1
duy oo the seps of o ldging 1w
here and then blew dul Lis own beains
Waobhor wig 81 years old wnd his wir

2 They were mareled ahout a year
| ko in P COres whers the young
DT resfdes Her name prior (o
marringe wig 1tose Wilkson,  Damestie
dfferences coured the  murder gl
wulelide,  Aceording (o the polles, Mrs
Webber had threntenml (o

husband and e latter had Lo

| e waould KU e 0F st il

KILLE TROUT WITH GOLF BALL,

Chicopes Falls, Mass, July 14, Flore
I8 i fish story that = sworn booand
better than that Ihera 1§ a Tigh to
substantiote toe svarn:

LS Hunt, postmaster of Warcoster,
Kitled a to<ineh trout with o golf ball
while he was driving for the seventh
{hale. The ball veorsd and strick in a
trout stream that rung  theough  the
links,  Hunt pleked up the fish while
he went to recover tive ball and will

ot the fish

COOLER WEATHER COMING,

Washington, July 183.-At the con-
clugion of another day of sigsling heat
where high temperature prevailed gen-
erally from the Rockles to the Atlantie
with the exception of New Bnglamd
and castern New York, weather hu-
raan officlils promised tonjght some-
what lower temperatures in the pliing
states within thg next 88 hours and
probably Monday In the Missourd and
upper Misslagippl valleys and uper
lake reglona, ) L |




