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Has the original,American suffra- tl
gette been found? Some people think a'
so and that her home is in those "

strange Indian pueblos of our south- it
west where the children inherit from "
the mother's side of the house and it
where the women are handsome, finely
developed and wield, a powerful influ-
ence in home and village affairs. As g
far back as the coming of the Span- c
lards these strangers found the wom- tl
en of the Indian tribes of Arizona and c
New Mexico having a voice in the elec- s
tion of war chiefs, governors and u
other village officials and it is stillt
the custom. Another queer thing
about these intelllgent women is that g
in some mysterious way their ances- C
tors have had intercourse with the P
women of the orient. The pueblo wom- it
en use the same symbols on. their 0
pottery that are found in the decora- T
tions of orientalists. How this hap- s
pens no one knows for the Indians of C
the southwest are silent, mysterious ti
creatures, but one can guess that at
some time laitercouse took place by a
way of Bering straits. These pueblo
Indians are of interest since the
treaty of G(uadlalupe Hidalgo in 1848. a
It is a remarkable fact that these c
Indians have for hundreds of years i1
maintained their own form of govern- o
ment, electing a governor, war chief
and assistants and putting to shame I
the lawlessness of the white man in the
early days of the settlement of the v
southwest. More than this and stand- 1i
ing out prominently as a feature in t
their communal life, the women have b
had suffrage. In every particular the v
domestic life is in the hands of the v
women. They are consulted on all af- v
fairs of state, have a voice in ques- I]
tions pertaining to the pueblo's govern- h
ment and the children inrherit from the 8
maternal side. As a result they are f
of magnificent physique. They have u
the grace of the orientals, but a'so have t
what many oriental women lack, the s
dignity *that springs from self-respect. (
One is instantly impressed with their 1
nobility of countenance and fine pres-
ence. n

There are several of these interest- I
ing pueblos not far from Albuquer- r
que. One of them-Acomas, the "City P
of the Sky"-is probably the most re- c
rnarkable place in the United States. It

derives its peculiar name from its s
thigh location and must be reached
from Laguna, another interesting e
Indian pueblo. Long before civilized
woman began 'to assert her inde-
pendence the women of these villages
wielded a powerful influence in all
public questions. Today, Acoma has r'
about 50 inhabitants and it takes a
ride of a few hours to reach it-a 'won- v
derful ride over a trail situated on a t
pateau which descends to a plain. On 8
the edge, 7,000 feet above the sea lev- e
el, a rock eminence rises some 450 ,feet. t
Perched aloft on this is "the most a
wonderful aboriginal city on earth, I
cliff-built, cloud-swept, matchelss." I

Formerly this pueblo was reached I
only by an almost perpendicular stair- Ii
way up which the inhabitants tolled I
carrying' their building material on
their backs. The present approach is t
around the side of a precipitous table- I
rock. From ages back this pueblo of I
Acoma has occupied this exalted post- 4
tion. One can picture the astonish-
ment *of Coronado and his men when t
they saw it and their chagrin when it
repulsed attacks. Those were stren- 4

itous times, especially as the in-habi- I
tants were constantly trying to ward
off the wandering Navajos, but at last I
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the Spaniards carried the citadel by
assault. Afterwards the strangers
were driven from the land, but com-
ing later were treated in a friendly
manner, cordial and sympathetic which
in a measure ha.s lasted until this day.

In this strange village, high up to-
ward heaven, is a graveyard *that took
generations to build for the dirt was
carried on the backs of Indians from
the plains below. There is also a
church, one of the wonders of the
southwest, a strange adobe structure IwSwith walls 60 feet high and 10 feet
thick. In this old partially decaying
Sbuilding there are held strange reli-
t gious ceremonies, a combination of t
Catholic and Indian rites, for the f
priests of early times recognized that,
it was unwise to deprive these Indians
, of all their customs and religious rites.

There are still signs or the barbaric
splendor with which thds ancient
f church was decorated and in its lofty t
s tower are bells that came from Spa'n.

t The reservoir on the top of the hill is 1

another interesting sight and it is of i
the utmost importance to the Indianse who depend on it for water when they
Sare cut off from the, plains below. Of e

e course, as Acoma is built on a rock it i
is necessary that agriculture be carried
on in the fields below.

f One passes the Mesa Encantada or
e Enchanted Mesa on the way to the!
e "City of the Sky." This is a high ele- I

e vation, at least 450 feet above the val-
- ley. Acctrding to an ancient legend
I the City of Acoma once stood on this,

e but a cliff fell and separated the few
e who were at home from those who
e were working in the field and the sur-
- vivors unable to return home built the

-present pueblo of Aroma. This theory
- has been partially" verified by ethnolo-
e gists who have visited Ithe place and

e found relics of pottery and household
e utensils. Whether or not there has been
e two pueblos of Acoma, it is safe to
e say the home life in both has been con-

t. ducted in the same manner. The

r homes are of terraced form three sto-
h hies high and between them are long,
narrow streets of rock. One of these

_ widens into a plaza in the center of
the vil'age and here all dances and
public meetings are held. Curious
cone-shaped ovens, a survival of Span-

t ish times, are situated. at intervals. It
sseems somewhat odd to climb a lad-

d der to the second story in order to
g enterI an Acoma house, but once there
d Ithe rooms on the second terrace are

easily reached and another ladder
leads to the third story.

Ii Some one has said that if all the
s rest of the world were blotted out
a these Indians would still go on their
way peaceful and undisturbed. They

a take much pleasure in their daily
n games and modest 'labors. They know

each other by their Indian names,
t. but to an outsider they will often give

t a Spanish name or a sort of composite
.English and Spanish cognomen. This
name is always dignified and fre-

dqI uently complimentary. Occasionally
SI in the homes one can see evidences of

American civilization, some patent to
n mnake work easier, a tin dishpan on
Is the wall decorated with crude paint-

ings, but as a rule the chief ornament
)f is the metate or grinding stones be-
I- tween which the women grind their

corn. Often two or three are set in
n the floor of a house, with pottery re-
it ceptacles nearby 'in which the grounde- corn is placed. These metates are

i- made in two parts. One is a slab of
"d stone placed at an angle. The other
st part takes the place of the white

woman's rolling pin, is shaped simi-
larly, and is rolled up anid down over
the corn which is placed on the in-
clined stone. The effect is much like
washing. The Indians are susceptible
to music and as they grind, the large, 1
finely developed women sing happy
songs. Sometimes these chants tell of
running water, of butterflies, of green 1
fields, of the legends of their fathers,
but always the tune is suited to the
sentiment and the voice rises or falls

to symbolize the thought. Every hearth-
stone is clean, every metate Is spot-
less. When dirt and refuse appear it
is swept on to a huge pile of debris
outside the village and no waste is
allowed to accumulate. As the wom-
en sweep with wisps of reeds they
bend gracefully, every motion full of
charm. These women have no
"household cares."

One sees the same home life in La-
guna which is about twice the size of
the Kersean pueblo of Acoma. It
numbers about 1,000 people and has
been the subject of a painting recently
exhibited by Albert Groll in the New
York Academy of Design. A snlall

group of artiists love these pueblos
aInd there are a few truthful and re-
markable paintings showing their
charm. Laguna proper consists of nille
villages, but the pueblo which is typ-
ical and best is the largest, as it is
the winter home of the tribe. Laguna
(the lake) was founded as far back as
1699 by refugees from Aonm:a and Zu-
ni, and several battles with thile Na-
va•js and Aliaclies were fought here.
As we walked under a dazzling sun on

I its ancient, barren and inclined rocky

streets, for Laguna is built on a hill, it
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was hard to realize that tihe gods of b
war, the deities ,f' IdiIan life, those o
arbiters of suni.. ri, plen.ty, famine, a
had played their part in intgination tl
in this pueblo's lite. The women came Ii
to us with baskets~ f , ottery and we w
were instaintly iimprtssed with their e1
fine physique. As at Aeomn, they aj

have magnlficentl f'itglls, girall heads, t
great rugged features and intll gent a
faces, almost as strlolllg as the ilen.

The governor met us at the tdoor of I
the church and pintid with pride at
his "store-made" (lhthes and Ithe sitl-
ver star on his br a,-st w\\hicth pro-
claimed his sover'eignty not ill name t
but in fact. He led theii way to the o
little adobe churclh, the irineipalta T'
dwelling. in this stin agling pueblo. Itl

This edifice is so old that it was re- Ii
stored in 1408 when this part of the p
world •was still under Spanish rule. I
Services are held here \\hen ain itin- I
erant priest makes his iappti-ale,- it
but they are a strallnge eimp111ound of
the ancient religion of -the Sanlllds its
and the equally old beliefs of the In- ii
dians.

As we strolled d ni tihe rock street
to the Indian school which is priesided
over by a y1 'vung womanl \vwh teiaches
a hatndful, tt cute children, we were
followed by women who of'ored puot- t
tery for sa'te and whol softly sa:lid tlhe
Indian words for "Alicricani i" They
were magnificenlt speclmens (' of womtlan-
hood on w'hose heads 'ero poilsed i
ornate janrs and in w\hose hianits were

curiously shaped lim\wls. A -c'hin-ri cti'r-
istic of these fine looking wx\\'ennl is
their dress. Thl'ls style of -'iistulne
Ilhas beenii \\rn for hulindiledis of years t

and consists of -a t:lant skirt of ldark i

bIlu \','t'elt li' il, iliildr ' just y( :I lt li

el.r the lied.li il ti( der Il l tt 111i. t , i l

t s.)rt i f rh" 1- - i i or sha: l \ hhi cl I

th IlI l .'I t 1"r I e h11 a• . tioltlt illb

they hellp tlet il iien cultiv.ate thbe tfield
whlich lie 1 or li2 Ilil:e. fro1m thle li
ei tlo in tho v hll y li i-hlow hrher ,et '

I ]ei i]tnrs s 1rI kelt, bult tiol e ol'l.
they earily \ltt 'r llroll i the springs I
iltlid as they part the hair Ill the li il-

tle, tyinig it bI hind with a \\t hirl he-
hind the ear -. i t' llnri l . -ll -ti l il't lie

olf in 111t 1 11 ti-11 iiotiltIti \ itht i W ilIlr ji-ir
o i ll her - heat I t is I. doh sini on" ll

\V '•it bloW how tI, th lstonms of

ithose Ii ltI ns oill •in:. ted. nIilly v ti

old Inlti lits knowI tll l d ii iIt I I e r ti ll.

that have i (- 4 tutu iitlrpit ie Atllit
plhty th f hi art in the Iil l ittll nii iid W iord
lll t(-i and tll eIllh sh ting an

d1
] jiom Fttg

h tlil\' pectim' li lr sii ifI cIllio'. Th'ey live1
ill 'the gre1 It, s'lellt e ill IoII nI lllll lle d
of |illtd tll ki \ll n to the ity dwelher.
Tilh y \'willnesS Sullls.s that +u'' raltdiia t
ill hoInto u . anti lIley fro livlltlted ill II1

li t utl u l ill ran ges. .1 l th e l:1\,
playrd theift lurl'f anid tdlay thl v,, Lt-

(]i n c'ill:is : I is r'ich ill cl'o tti a l. I• s
heave, honellst ano lndl t H co t eru-

A simple sipholn with whic'h milk
ca1l he( draiwn frolli a b tl. wth' out

disturbing the creamlit hIaS Hcit d0-'
sigiel by it ('o in 'iv ticut tlatll.l t

A m1otorblat of 3hu ill.s rl'qist r ro-
coat l \ 1s Iliu ivh•d ill 141inld]ltl fir
tlhe ulse of l't'ili.•h co,,l l• ];ll" niftJier., in '
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