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CUnce; mora the Jaw makers of tha
United Etales are agsembllng at the
acat of government to take up (helr
legiglative ia‘hurs, and, once maore they
€come back io an dmproved o8 well as
& renovated eapitol. | If there is any
EBirnctire in our broatt land that ja
matintained In  perfect repair—twell
kept up'* in every sénge of the term—
it i3 the great wiila-domed huitding
on CRpltol bill at Washington,

TUrncle Sam 15 never bothered by any
shortage of cash for such hetterment
At our Jezlslatlve factory. It s pro-
verbial {hat whatever may be their
economies’ i’ running the general
governmment, the senators and repre-
sentitives nover atint themselves with
refarence 1o those things which make
for their comfort and convenience at
the capltol. - Az evidatcs of  this
policy 1t need only be cited that the
congresemen have in reoent years ap-
propriated tnepef fir mora “improite-
ments'” at the eapitol than it has
been possible t0 carey out in the time
availahle,

And thiz brings 28, potorally, to
one’ ndd feature of the honse-cleaning
reiienl work ot the capi-
HAome vears ape It was the prac-
tice ta ca.rr}f ol repair work and now
conatruction at the capitol  at sl
times, bt a ston was o opub o this
Wwhen there was an gecident in pon-
nection with some rTepair work o the
hall ' of the house nf representatives|
that il but cost the life of o firomi-
nent  member; Therpafter, - docread

congress, all labor of thizs kind mns.tz'lh 15 thelate vice Prosident Sherman 18en, mine host of 4 o

be performed duritig the recess be-|
Tween gessions.

Maw ‘e ‘annual conercasional re-
cess naturally viaries proatly In differ-
ont yearl,  drdinarily every other year
is & “long eesslon and every other
year fs & “shobt sesging,’” but some-
timen this program is  upset by a
specipl Bpsslon, and thep sgain, where-
as 1t (may he Recessary for a o short
=cegion. to end on the dth of March
there is no slmilar it to tho con-
tinuance of o long session, Well, ay
1t happens, 19127 was the year for o
long session,” But few persons anlici-
pated that 4t would: be quite =0
lengthy a  sittleg as. il eventualiy
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Jireved. Copgress did not finally close
ugp ship until dltme in the “dog davs,’”
and this long-drawn talldfest zorininsly
interfertod with 'the plans whizp had

Been  made  for “sprucing  up' the
capitol  bullding duritig the recpesa.
About all that there was opportunity

for were minor improvemenls and or-
dnary repairs. Hewever, when the
reader iz told that in a little more
than  three months there have  heen
completed exacily 951 tasks ho will
aoncliude that there have been lvely
doingy of tate in and about the largest
bulldlng of its Kind in {he world.

Tt is emmcntial to inelude, as was
domne in the foregoing sentence, the
capltol grimnds a5 well as the hwild-
dng, for not a little of the recent worlk
has hoen done In the besuctful pari
that surronnds our national dow fuos
tory—a park which congreds is spend-
ing mihiliona of dollats fo enlarge anyg
improve. The last seveore winter |eft
itz =ears on the Trnited Siates capl-
tol grounds az it did elsewhere 11 the
eountry, and the most unwelemne o=
come was the lass of a nutnber of the
slately troes thit have won the ad-
mitration of visitors ts Washingtlon in
¥ears gone by,

To repair the havnee the capitol of-

fielalg Lave been planting a  large
nimber of young teees, and in ovder
that these newcomers mdy in after

yvesra possess added interost Tor the
penpe of the nation there has boen

Tolowed: the ‘cusfom of having as
many of the new trees = possible

=
Sernt BHoocs of
Lhe U S Canrtol

The eleanszing of
Tba plle by means of cles
Against it ith . mreat for
midable task. Two op thrae five en-
gines and a considera force of {re-
men o direct the stremims are engngod
for days at a time on this odd ¢horve.

Of {ihe actual jmprovements made
during the past guarier of 4 year atl
the capitol some of the most import=

the vast white mar=
er hurled

iz g for-

ant—important. apt least  from  the
standpoint of the conpresamen them-=
seivez—have had to o Wwith the
senate #nd heuse restaurants and the

attractive kitchens. Tt is nolgo he ax- |

pected  that  men  deawing £7,500 a!
yedr from Uncle Sam, aed with ain wee-
fimited “cxpinse fecoith A% regard

their working auarters, will be parsi--
monious when it cpmes tn 1t(rk|‘(1ﬁ.
after the wants of the “inner mant|

However, thera is anothor factor n
this partiediar situation, although 1t|
is one that would probably nover -h(.|

auapected by any porson. oo m the
instde” at the capitol  Whisper
secrel, thouxh, the capltol restanran

never pay, a8 oa business propoaition,

The presiding officers of the senato
atul  housa, a'pq-']w_u.-li\'ul,'.'. llu]‘;_f' Iele-
gate pAch year some person lo operats
the capitnl restanrants, hut such have |
been  the dnisfortune of one caterer|
after anpiher that therc 1s.mo Innger

Lany geramble far a posittion which 15

peraotatiy planted by prominent nen, ‘311 nonor and very lttle profit. You

planted @ tree; so did Speaker (,lmm[:
Benator Lodse ‘ﬂTJd 'm’rmtnr
Wetmore and a number of the leuﬂlngj
men af the two hranches of the na-|
tional legislature. Meanwhile the of='
ficinls' liwve bestdrred themselves as:
never before (o save such forest mon-
arch® as lhe capitol grounds nf:w|
hoasts, The trees have heen M‘re,
fully sprayed at Freguent intervals tol
discaurage the insect peste, and “tree
diictors”™ have been engaged ot consid-
erable: expense Lo praclice fheir arts
in an- effort to grrest decay.,

€f eourse, the capltol Biiilding has
had (ite anpual "bath” on ke eve of
the return of its t]islini!uiﬁhnﬂ hm s

til cafe has
a very limited period of activity each .
day, ‘The congressmen Aare  pever:
there for broalifast, pnor for thal rost-
ter 12 the general public that ig al
permitted to patronize these rest
rants, but in rooms apart from those!
trogerved for the disticcuished patrons. I
Simliarly there iz ne. trade for the|
evoning medl exeept on rare oceasiong, |
All the trade of these unigue eating
pleces comes in the form of
alb the noon hour, Well,

i
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ihe mattcr is thal lor all that enn-
BEress makos atl g of eoneessions,
such s free renty free leht sod fres
heat, these (‘d.])ilﬂl restauranta
anyihing bup o gald mine  for
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The present  improvements
the provision of an ¢
at the senate re
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With un ineredse
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The manner 4n which the Dutch peo-
ple. have wrestid the Jowlanda from
the gea and bhave battled against  the
I)esiegirlz otean has rendered proverk-
Jal lhel;' indurtry and persistenco and |
determipation. It has heen Tespon- |
slle, moreover, for the adage, ‘God |
mads ghe world but the Duteh made
Holland.® It is partleularly Interveting
and mignificant, therefore,  thal. ihis
busy little natlon f8 just now decply
engrossed Wil another projoct more
momentoug than wnyvthing undertilien |
in ‘tha past.  Indesd, this  present
seheme 15 as full of promise for the
densely-popilated Hitle country at the
maoith of dhe Rhine as 1z 4he Panama
capal for tho Tnited Statcs
Thiz Jatest dream of  Queen  Wil- |
helmina's suliscts Is nothing tess than !
a plap o deain the Fyder Fes, the o
great inland sea of the Netherinnds, |
and to convert §ls vast ared into fer-'
tila Tarm  lands, thereby adding s
twelfth province to  the Nelherlands, ¢
The! whole profect will probahbly = in-|
volve an expenditure of about $100,-
D00,000, which s vastly nrors, propaors
tlonaiely for Hollamd than is the (ol
sum, thizg republic will expend on the
Panmma canal, but this during recla-
mation feat would change ihe enfire
mapof The Netherlands and would add
rbout vhe-sighth to the productlve ares
of the oéuptry.  Years would hbe re-
aquited to comidete  the work, but ben-
efita would Begln to actrue  almost
fropy the beginning of actual work.

It! should perbaps be explained at
the outset ithat {lits project o dpealn
the Fuyder Zee is not a pew | suggos-
tlon: As o matter of fact the consery-
ative but' tesourceful Enitch have been
dreaming of this vers miracle for &
longer interyal than we  Amoricans
tave boen looking forward to the nlk-
Ing of ihe Atiantic and the Paclfic ak
Panarna, aiid more than hall a century
ago- an eminent Thitch erigineer pre-
pared delailed plans for the work In
nuedtion, 1t has been tha cost father
thal any engineering difficulties which
has deterred ‘the Hollunders, hut lat-
terly public confidence has boon bol-
slered up by the success which haz at-
tendad o shoiilar  but  much  smaller
project—that which invialved the draln-
ing of the body of watler known as the
Haurlem ke

But guite meide from nls influsnce
and the =pirit of progress there is
another factor which has lntelyr  heen
incrensingly inslptent for the draining
of l.he zuyder Zee, This' new argu-
ment’ Is “found in the increasing  pop-
ulation of The Netherlands, Where to
find foutheld for the people has be-
oome A moat perplexing pazzl T
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ing the past decade andg the demand
for land 1y s0 great that Tents are ris-
ing steadily, whereas Hollanders, to the
number of about 5000 a year, are lit-
erally forced to emigtite from their
awn wounfry and seek hoomes else-
\vhm—'mu;}t of them eotning o the
United 8

This shallowness of ‘the Zuvder Zee,
or the Bouthern eeiy as' we would in-
terpret if, iz one of the main argu-
ments In davor of ‘ihe  reclamalion
profect that will take mank avith the
irvigation projects of our  own arid
west,  Althoush this lami-locked  in-
let on the coast af Holland iz fally
85 miles im width, forsfitng o total arca
aof 2,007 square miles; the mean or av-
erage deapth’ iz only 11 1-2 feei. There
are, o be sure, ploces where the depth
1519 feet, but on theother hand thers
are ‘great expanses where ihe depth
Smrles from thres to elght feet and in

fAoms Jecalities the depth e litthe more:

than one foot.

‘And as though the considerntions
alvive ‘mentioned were not enongh to
iustify this undertaking—even thoigh
it does not

number ‘of very small farms in Hol-

fon for some years to comes—
th»em are others that present

land—those of two meres or less—has
increased by thousanda every year duz- !

zelves. . Fot one thing, the draining of
the Zuyder Eee and  the
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tion af rallroads on . top of the dyvkes
that would be built to keep outl the
siea Would shorten tremendously  the
dourney from the seaboard to certain
parts of Folland which

the Zuyder Zee, or a ¥et more time-
consuming journey arcund’ it by rail
Moreaver, ithe drawing off of the wa-
ter would adétually prove an excellent

construc,

protective measure for Holland, for
sirange a8 it may seem, Holland has

can  mow ha!l
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