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''Toi prepare for a sudden call to
arms the 'navy department has had
prepared a bill authorizing the crea-
tion of what will be for the navy what
the National guard is to the army.
this. bill has been reported out favor-
ably by the naval committees of both
the house and the senate.

This new law is believed by naval
authorities to be the solution of one
ofp the greatest of their problems-
how to man the navy in case of sud-
den need, With the tendency to the
construction of gigantic vessels of
war, which are huge, complicated
masses of machinery requiring crews
of more than 1,000 men each, and with
congress inclined to gp slowly with the
authorizing of a proportionate number
of enlisted men the navy department
has had to lay up certain of the fleet
and transfer their crews to other
ships.

This method answers well enough in
time of peace but with a constantly
increasing fighting fleet and not a cor-
responding increase in the number
of sailors, it is appreciated that should
the country be suddenly plunged in
war with a great power there would
be the serious handicap of having ves-
sels but not men.

Time was when the merchant
martlne could be called upon to take
stations on warships, but that time
has passed. The modern battleship is
a thing to itself, and it means train-
ing before a crew can be made effi-
cient.

The proposed law has two dis,
tinctive features, one of which is to
be more liberal with the state naval
militias, to give them better equip-
ment, more ammunition and more
coal to operate their training craft on
practice cruises, and the other is to
form a national naval reserve.

The latter wil be something entire-
ly new in this country, but will be
sb•illar to the royal naval reserve nt
Eng.land. It is to be made up of of-
flcers and men who have at one time
served in' the regular navy or men
who are in the merchant marine and

A Promising Year Ahead
Chamber of Commerce Ready for Action.

Following the elcotion of the execu-
tive committee, the selection of s. J.1

Coffee as president and a ppo•intment
of William G. Ferguson as secretary,
the Missoula Chambler of Commerce
has settled down to its work for the
Garden city for another year. Secre-
tary Ferguson is settled in his office,
and although very busy in gathering
up the strings of his organization and
beginning his duties, he found time
yesterday to lyake his initial greeting
to the members and supporters of the
chamber and to outline the g(eneral
plans for the coming season as fol-
lows:

As A. J. Breitenstein, former secre-
tary of the Missoula ('hamber of Com-
merce, was weighing anchor for Hel-
hna he delivered himself of the fol-

I'wing aphorism, credited to Abraham
Lincoln: "I like to see al man proud
of the place in which he lives. I like
to see a man live in it so that his
platce will be proud of him." During
the several years I have spent in Mis-
qula. I have found this to be true:
That the first part of the maxim is
dtire to come and that the concluding
tthought is certain to be true, as a
4•quence. It is impossible for any-
qo'e to live in Missoula long enough
t'. really know the city without be-
•cming imbued with the spirit which
,sIakes him rear up on his hind legs
and fight if anyone drops remarks
derogatory to the Garden city. Of
course, that is not always the case. It
is a reasonably safe bet that if the
population of any city in the United
States were transplanted to Eden it
would not be 24 hours before some of
the "chronic" kickers would begin to
find fault with the construction of the
scenery and the fact that there was
no style sheet showing the latest de-
sighs to which the fig leaf might 'be
adapted. The concluding sentences of
A. Lincoln's statement holds good in
Migeoula. There are -as few "unde.
s-irables" here as in any city of its
size in, the country. It can be said
safely that Missoula has few citizens
of whThh she is hot proud.

What is true of Missoula, holds good
for the surrounding country. Tribu-
tary to the Garden city is a truly de-
lightfill 'and 'productive territory. Time
has proved that the first settlers in
this portion of western Montana knew
what they were doing and anyone ac-
quainted with the possibilities of this
country as they appear at the present
day cannot but feel certain that the
futre ~as ' wonderful things in store
for Missoula and its tributary terrl-
tory.

During the past few years my work
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has brought nm into close touch with

the conditions existing in the western

end of Montana. I have had an op-

portunity for observing the gradual

development of various industries and

the general progress which has been

made during this time. The Missoula
of today and the Missoula which I
viewed upon alighting from the train
In January, 1909, are as different as

night is from day. The spirit of prog-
ress seems nowhere better exemplified
than in Missoula. This condition
holds good not only for the munici-
pality, but is also true of the farming
communities on which Missoula is so
largely dependent. There is less and
less of the slip-shod methods of en-
couraging the soil's productivity.

Sqientific men have spoken and the
western-Montana farmer has listened.
It speaks well for any community that
refuses to follow the old Chinese sys-
tem of "what was good enough for
father is surely good enough for me."

The Missoula Chamber of Commerce
has done a great deal toward making
this progress possible. The chamber
of commerce has accomplished much

for the betternment of Missoula nnd
its surroundings. The resources werelI
here; a most llmagnificent country \\as
here and all that was and is needed to
secure a most successful future is to
call attention to what nature has done.
Missoulia county does not need boom-
crs. It silllly nee( dl emonstration.
There is no occasion for over-state-
ment. A simple resume of what tha
country has to offer and 1. personal
inspection on the part of the pros-
pective set ter is e nough. Western
Monotana has him t incthehd. The build,
ingf up of any commulnity which ha;ls
so much land tributary to it requires
time. It requires patience. hut, if
the natull;ral tI'sourc'(es are there the
fin:l oult'collle is assured. Missoula is
now\ experiencing a steady, healthftuli
growth and there seenms to be no rea-
son why this Iprgress sholltd stop.

In comtection with the building up
of Missaaula and its vicinity one thing
mustt he rometobered. It needs co-
operation along every line. Missoula
merchants anlld business mnen have
shown temsetlves eager and anxious
to do everylthing in their power for
the betterment of the city. But they
cannot accomplish this by themselves.
If the homnle people do not patronize
home industry, who will? The mer-
chants of this city have worked hard
and unceasingly for better civic con-
ditions and the betterment of market
conditions. Are all the people in the
city yvorking as hard for the benefit
of Missoula as the merchants them,.
selves? To create a better market
there is one absolute essential-a dle-
nland. Supply is surely depentdent ton
demand. Now, if the residents of the
city send to the larger cities for their
supplies they are simply retarding
the progress of the community just
that much. If the demand increases
so will the supply. And as the
productivity of our tributary terri-
tory is increased, conditions in general
will be just so much better.

During the coming year the cham.
ber of commerce lntedds to devote
much of its effort toward bringing
new industries to Missoula. Work has
been commenced along this line and
will be pushed vigorously. In accept-
ing the position of secretary of the
chamber of commerce I realize the
vast amount of work there is to ,e
done and also the large opportunity
there is for its successful accomplish-
ment. Strong co-operation is one of
the essentials of a successful conmmer.
clal body and it will be the endeavor
of the president and secretary to keep
the spirit up to the high pitch reached
during the previous administration.
The new president and secretary have

who are not now 40 years of age,
Members of the reserve between 40
and 45 years of age may re-enroll,
however, but their connectiln w\ill
cease at tile ;• •e of 4i.

During the past score of years many
thousaIllds f]' olficers anld incrl have,
for one reason or another, left the
navy. They all served lon!g enough to
become familiar with their duties, and
it is believed that it will he possible
to make up a resi'erve force (Iof several
thousand of thiese young men w\\ho, on
short notice, woullll reslCnd inl nu1m11-
bers sufficient tol enabloe the navy
department to man the entire fleet.

The navy department is now gath-
ering data on this subject to present
it to the committee on naval affairs
and circulars describing the purpose
of the reserve have been sent to all
men who were at one time in the
navy. The responses show that the
keenest interest has been alroused.

While all that is requlired of a
former naval nian is his enrlllment,
yet miemllers of the reserve may vol-
untarily enter acti\ve ser\vi,• for such
drills, etc., for a period not exceed-
ing one year any oine tinme. During
such active service the reserve will
serve in the same rank he occupied
when lie left tile regular service, or
whatever his rank in the merchant
service, and he will receive navy pay
accordihg.

This feature of permitting practice
enlistments on navy pay also applies
in the measure for the promotion or
the state naval militia. This will give
the young men who now have small
gunboats a chance to spend their vaI-
cation with the regulars and to gain
knowledge that will help tho! in their
local organization and lead to their
promotion.

In the history of this country it has
been the volunteer citizen who has
borne the brunt of the fighting in our
wars. It was the farmer who, deserted
his plow to tlake up1 irllms against
England in the revolution, and again
in 1812. The samle wats irue in the
Mexican war. In the great civil war,
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men froam all walks of life responded
to the calls of Lincoln and Davis,
learned the arts of war and carried on
the conflict. Again in the Spanish-
American war there was no necessity
for a general call for volunteers ex-
cept fromn the state glnardlnen, and
they respondred nobly.

It was the performance of the young
men from the state naval militia dur-
ing that short conflict that directed
particular attention to citizen sailors,
and while national recognition has
beln slow\v, y(e sinIce 1J8I tle te'goverln-
ment has been particularly liberal to
that branch of militia, Now it is
proposed to take the service directly
under the wing of the navy depart-
ment and to give to the young men
c el'' lry )pp, rt lunily and facility to miake
themselves Ilore valuable to the na-
tion.

Although comparatively little is
known of the naval militia as it now
exists, there are 23 stati•s which main-
tain such organizations and the total
number of officers and men is 7,821,
enough to man seven of our largest
war craft and fully capable of taking
those ships anywhere on the globe.

Until 188i there was no naval mil-
itia, but in that year there was intro-
duced in congress a hill to "provide
for the enrollment of a naval militia

and the orgni.. t , , n.f naval forctes,
etc." This bill I nPt bic im a law,
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11 I I nanh , r f lI I rthtll ttt• myt t•l'ry.

e\ ry silling w 'i h t IIt 11t f:ils to l i ttl l
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mittd a•n menldmlnt to the eonsti-

toin to be passed.

Pure food low advocates in Japan

increase (ts weight.


