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The most important vote of last week at Helena was that
{ballot in the house which resulted in the decision to em-
{ploy an official stenographer. The margin by which the
! decision was reached was close, but the stenographer was
|engaged. That's the main thing.

The purpose of the move to have an official record of
the proceedings of the Montana house of representatives
was stated plainly. It is necessary that the record be
accurate; it is essential that the report be exact. Under
| the method which has prevailed in sessions past, it was
i possible for alterations to be made without any possibility
of detecting them in the ordinary course of events.

It is a matter which is known to a good many of those
l who were in touch with the proceedings of the Twelfth as-|
|sembly that there were radical changes made in amend-|
| ments which were offered, affecting important legislative!
[ measures. It is also a fact that attempts were made to
change others, but theSe were frustrated by the vigilance
of a house clerk who thereby incurred the enmity of the
Invisible Government.

These are harsh accusations, but they are true charges.
[There are men who were connected with the Twelfth as-
sembly who can testify to the correctness of these state-
ments and some of them will do so if necessary,

In the face of these deplorable conditions, there were
{mén in the house last week who opposed the proposition
[to employ a stenographer. Their false plea, urged in
argument against the plan, was that the interests of econ-
omy demanded the elimination of all such expense as is|
entailed in securing a stenographic report of the house
proceedings,

The expense of securing this accurate report can be
saved by the exercise of ordinary business judgment in the
employment of committee clerks. For years, the Montana
legislature has made itself a laughing stock by its course
regarding committee clerks; there have been many more of
these employes than necessary; in some sessions, their em
ployment has had its scandalous features.

All these facts are known to all who know anything at
all of the details of legislative sessions of the past. For
vears there has been protest made against the employment
of so many needless clerks about the house and senate. If
the house is really of an economical turn, there is a chance
for it to exercise it in the employment of committee clerks.
There can be more than enough saved here to pay for the
stenographer and his work.

The opposition to the stenographic report is not
prompted by a desire to economize; it comes from the
earnest wish to perpetuate the old method of fraud and
chicanery in connection with important measures. There
have been many bills defeated in their purpose, after they
had received majority approval, by the alteration of a para-
graph in engrossing, by the change of a word or twe in an
amendment, by the elimination of some provision—by any
one of dozens of short cuts to fraud which the legislative
agents of Big Business have at their command.

"It is the desire to retain the command of thesc means to
{ fraud which prompts opposition to an accurate report of
proceedings. It is not “economy.”” The opposifion crys
“cconomy” merely as a backfire. The plea is false—as
false as the hearts of these conscienceless jobbers who
have for years defrauded the people of Montana of their
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Impeachment Trials

111.—Their Constitutional Origin.
By Frederic J. Haskin
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behavion, and 18al there must be
irlbunal to determine whether nr not
thejr behavior had  terminated their
right to continue in office. He could
see no Hke reason for impeachment of |
the president, Gouverneur Morris then
remarked that he had been converted |
by the arguments that had been pri-
duced, and that he could now see the
necessity of providing a method of im-
peaching  the president. Whey the
vole wag tkaen only Massachusetts
and Bouith Caralina vited againat im-
reaching presidents.

When the constitution finally was
adpoted it contained a number of pro-
vislona wity  rererenca to impeach-
meontg and Impeachment procecdings.
It gives to the houso the sole power
of impeachment, and to the senule the
Fole power of trying the impeached,
with the exception that where the 1m-
veached is the president of the United
Btiter, the presiding officer shali not
be the vice prezident ar the president
Pro tempore, but the chief justice of
the supreme court. No person can be
vonvicled excerpt with the concurrence
of twao-thirde of the members present.

The only etfect a verdict of guilty
in an impeachment trial can have iy
lo oust the impeached official from
affice and to disqualify him to hold
anv offlce of honaor, profit, or {ruast,
under the United Srites. Dot this
does not preclude his belng tried and
ptinished for {hese offences in the
courls of the land. While the presi-
dent i vested with hower to grant pe-
prieves and pardons for all offences
agalnst the United States upon whice
convictlons are secured, the conetitu-
tion expressly inhibits  his  granting
reprieves and pardons in cases of lm-
peachment,

When congress has rome to exerciss
ita powers as the organ of impeach-
ment, the house acting as granid j
and progecuting attorney and the
ale ag the trial court, many gonstitu-
tional questions have heen rajscd, Por
instance, when the senate was sitting
in the case of President Johnson,
there was some guestion whether it
was sitting as a4 courl ar not. Phe
clier justive declared thal the scnate,
=iting in an impeachment trial, was
a Jdifferent hody from the senate sit-
iing as a legislative body. Buf the
zenale, actcenting that scotement  as
irae, still was unwilling to gdmit that
wowas In any sense 8 court, and passed
it resclution declaring that it was sit-
ting a4 the senate gnd not as o couet,

In the Helknap care  the question
wasd raised whether an impencament
trial could be eonducted by the scn-
ate in special session,  After the mat-
Ler was put tp the senale In various
forms it finally decided that while the
presence of the house 18 not necessary
lo an impeschment trial, proceedings
can. go on only while congress is in
session. When the time for voting
came in the Belknap case there was
1ach controversy concerning the form
it should take, The =cnators who
wanted to wvote for his acquittal did
nol want to do so on the ground that
e was  inuocent of  the charges
rought against Lim, but rather upon
the ground that he, having regigned
Lefore the honse voted to itnpeach him,
was no longer a elvil offleer of the
United Srates and therefore not im-
peachable,

A Blralght yote of “gullty” or “not
guilty” us Is the rule in impeachment
proceedings, would not  record the
views of senators, so they decided that
whep the presiding officer should cuall
the roll and ask of ench senator, Ay
engtor Blank, how say you, is the re-
spondent, lam W. Belknap, guilty

e

nle

wmcunor as charged jn Uhis arti-

ungwer, and give his rewsons. A m
jurity of the senators gave thelr rea
5, stating that they considered Be
Knap o private cltizen at the time
bipeachment  and  therefors pat
peachable:  Thus It hag  come  aboul
that resignation before  impeachment
in regarded as taking the right of im-
prachment iy TPoNm cungress,

The interpretation of the ©oinsticu-
tlon with  reference to impeachments
bas been =0 strict that it generally is
coneeded  that 10 is most difficult to
induce the heuse to vote to impeach
un. official of the govermment, and
evert harder vot Lo el the senate to
vite Cguilty’ It is this that has led
miny L0 faver some system of rocatl,
Mapy econstitutional amendments have
becn proposed looking to o simplifica-
tion ol the machinery of impeachrent,
iand seme huve gone g0 far as to pro-
pose thal the senate hear Bmpeachient
trials by eommittee, and then base its
verdict upon the findings el the com-
mittee us to the law and the fact. But
slchough such o reputedly great con-
stitutional lawyer as Senator  Sath-
eveland of Utah, is the father of the
measure, olhers say that it would be
i delegution of judicial power, which
the constitution does not permit,

Tomorrow—"The Gaelic Language.'

A. J. HUNTER DEAD,

Parls, 1Ill, Jan. 12.—Andrew J.
Hunter, former congressman (rom Ili-
nuisg, died today, aged 51 years,

CLERK FOUND GULTY

ON TWO MINOR GOUNTS,

Tacomi, Jan, 11 —Found not gullty
on twe counts charging embezglement
of more Lhan $75,000, turned over to
the Unlted States distriet court, Sam-
uel Bridges, former clerk, was found
guilty today by the jury in the United
States dlstrict court on the two minor
und purely technical counts, charging
failure to deposit funds “forthwith,”
as provided in g speclal law govern-
ing the handling of finances by court
cierks. The jury was out sinecs early
Baturday aflernoon, The verdict fwas
returned at 10 o'clock today. Judge
Bean of Portland granted 42 dayvs'
time for the filing of a bill of ex-
ceptiong and motion for a new trial.
Penalty for the offense on  which
Bridges was found gullty may be any-

epublic
—of China—

Is is one year old.

It is the biggest republic on earth.
It succeeded the oldest monarchy in the world.

The mysterious empire of our school geography
days was transformed in a night so that a president
now presides where an emperor, propped by an aeon
of precedent, once ruled as the Son of Heaven— King
and Pope over 400,000,000 people.

What overshadowing forces menace the very exist-
ence of this youngest and biggest republic?

What pressing problems must be solved lest the Chi-
nese slip back into the abyss of tyranny and super-
‘stition 7 :
Answer these questions for yourself by reading the

coming series of articles on China by Frederic
Haskin.

These letters will give 2 lucid, unbiased account of
China’s problems, its commercial and industrial possi-
bilities, its future.

They will contain stories of China's great men, pic-
tures of its enchanting cities, sidelights on its chang-
ing customs,

They will show how the scenes are shifting with
kaleidoscopic rapidity in this once unchangeable Jand.

By virture of sheer maghitude and

_ weight what
China is doing concerns the whole worl '

Inform yourself on this important subject.

This series will begin in this newspaper on the Sev-
enteenth day of January.

China Is Now
The World’s Greatest
Moving Picture
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ASHINGTON ASSENBLY  JUDGE'S CONDITION -«
570 CONVENE TODAY,  INPROVIG STEADLY

Olympia, Wash, Jan. 12 — The' New York, Jan. 12.—The physiclans
Washington legislature will meet at| atiending United States  Judge
noon tomorrow for the regular bien- | Charles M. Hough, who was atrlcken
niul sessions of A0 davs.  The recent | with Nemorrhe
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cratic gavernor snd muny progressive | V2% IMproving  steadily, but thag It
senators and representatives ahd the | Was thought advisable for him to re-
retirement of numerois old party lead- | main several days in the hospital
ers, hes nade il difflenly to forecast| p view of thiz statement, t) :
the meastres that will be passed. The | . nnienes case against I?l‘:llli e
progressives clinne eight senaters, the i yyowie  rosiah Quiney. Alh:n ;I":e"-
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leans nomna'  have In the pused of ysing the mails fraudullenﬂttl‘:;

|t promote Canadian silver and iron
mines, over which Judge Hou-h was
was preeiding, will be postpone. again

progresslves, 15 democrnts, making it
poggible for progressivez and demo-
cratg to combine agalnat the repub-
licans, who are in a minority, There
iz one szocialist in each house, and
two wamen ave members of the lower
honse. The propressives tobk steps
Jast week to perpetuate and strength- =
n _T.'lw_il‘ stule organization and tn‘stf:::d:ﬁm;“pfr‘}; I“l:nih:z‘;:;:::ﬁ:
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Guvernor Ernest Listev, will take of- ] Ing  the meal, while he?‘otw‘];mﬁr(l;-
fice Wednesday ncon, ! children were playing at her feet, a.n;
S then sent a bullet through hias oW
brain, dyving instantly. Mrs, Stass!
lles in the county hospital near death,
praying that her life may be spared
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ion, George I.“n:Lshclmcr.--—Ad_v.




