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A LIVING WAGE.

Great fortunes are founded, in many instances, upon
mercantile and industrial enterprises in which most of the
employes are women and children.  There are millionaires
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the souls of underpaid girls. There are unfortunates
who have, as a result of the system of low wages in these
‘igreat establishments, been compelled to choose between
the sacrifice of honor and death and who have chosen life
lat the greatest price which can be paid. There are others
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whose dollars have piled up at the expense of the lives ar|

. who have chosen the other alternative and who lie in graves
jabove which should be reared monuments bt:'ll‘]r]g the in-|
ow | SCription: “Sacrificed upon the altar of greed.”
| “Between low wages for women and immeorality there is a
| causative connection,” testified one of Chicage’s large em-|
5107 ployers, Saturday, in the course of the investigation into
the conditions surmundmg the large department stores.
It was an admission which surprised the investigating com-|
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Hm“‘:;‘om“ mittee.  One after another, the heads of department stores

221 Main Street, Ha stant,  [had ridiculed the mere suggestion that the low wages pald
P ...nm Wyt founa on |in their establishments had anything whatever to do with |
ing rewstands oul- !th morality or the immorality of the women employed. '

IBut this man, Edwin Hillman, was frank in his admission |
and he offered his co-operation to the committee in the en-|
deavor to arrive at definite conclusions as to what con- |
|stitutes a “living wage |
Sunday morning’s news brought us also the information |
that some of the sneering employers who had testified |
earlier in the investigation, had changed their views to the!
extent that they were willing to employ investigators to
{make honest inquiry into the conditions attending the man-|
iner of living of their girl employes. One of these mcn‘
{went so far as to offer to raise the minimum of wage in his|
establishment.  True, his offer leaves that minimum far|

.| below the figure which most of us regard as a living wage, |
(but his change of attitude indicates a new position on the
part of the employers, a change which will be welcomed
¢ by those who have realized the terrible consequences which:
come from the necessities attending the struggle for lite,
which these miserably paid girls are forced to make. .

Last summer the progressive national convention in-|
icluded in its industrial-justice plank, a demand for the es—i
tablishment of a minimum wage for women workers and a|
scientific investigation to determine the amount of the liv-!
ing wage. This plank was severely attacked during the
campaign which followed, but such inquiries as that which
is now in progress in Chicago are proving the correctness
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A CENTENNIAL.
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war of libe a, which ended n the | of the new party is being vindicated already, in this respect.
throwing off of the yoke which Na- 1 Thig js not a political question. It is a question of hu-

poivor hid riveted on the Geroan peos | manity and of justice. It is a question which involves the

tne |

President Wilson is shown above with his cabinet, as follows: 1, William Cox Redfield of New York, secretary of commerce; 2, william Gibbs
McAdoo of New York, secretary of the treasury; 3, William Jennings Bryan of Nebraska, secretary of state; 4, Josephus Danisls of North Carolina,
secratary of the navy: 5, William Bauchop Wilsan of Pennsylvania, secrstary of labor; 6, Lindley Murray Garrison of Mew Jersey, secrstary of warg
7, Franklin Knight Lane of California, secratary of the interior; 8, Albert Sidney Burleson of Texas, postmaster general; § James Clark MoRey-
nalds of Tennesses, att ornsy general 10, David Franklin Heuston af Missouri, secretary of agriculture.
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