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President Wilson's Greatest Administrative Fight Is on at Last
Champ Clark Opposes Scheme to Force Gag Rule Upon Ho

4+

..

ftt,
,ilk

OMNI

Tho Marquis of Londonderry; Ulster Hall at Belfast, headquarters obf th~e rebellious Uleterites; sham fighting
during maneuvers held recently by Ulster volunteors in preparation for war.
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SEELY MAY RESIGN
AS SACRIFICE
TO WRATH

PREMIER IS NOT 'PREPARED TO

MAKE STATEMENT AND

TENSION IS GREAT.

London, March 26.-That the gov-

ernment is facing a situation of ex-
treme difficulty is proved by the fact
that Premier Asquith was not in a
position tonight to make his proni-
ised statement in parliament and is

was postponed until tomorrow. The
air is full of ruriors, among the most'
ctredible being the report that Colonel
Seely Is, after all, to quit the war
office by an exchange of portfolios
with, Louis Harcourt, secretary for.
the colonies.

The only new facts in the situation
today were to be fo):nc in tbe resig-
nation of Field Marshal Sir John
French, chief of the imperial general
staff, and Sir John Spencer Ewart,
adjutant general from the army coun-
cil. The rumor persists that, other
members of the army council Ihave
resigned,

Negotiations alld conferences be- ]
tween Buclinghaum palace, the war
office and Downing street were car-1
ried oerr throughout the day and It
was known that the strongest ef-
forts were being made to induce Field
Marshal French and General Ewart
to reconsider their action. The prime
minister called a hurried meeting of

MISS ASQUITH HAS
HER OWN TROUBLES

London, March 26.---Being an Eng-
lish premiler's daughter isn't the
pleasa.ntest position in the world just
now, with so tuch strife and bitter-
ness between the warring political
parties.

An extraordinary incident happened
in the ladies' gallery of the house of
commons during a recent debate. In
the select section of the gallery that is
sacred to the relatives of minister and
ex-ministers were, among, others, the
Marchioness of Londonderry and Miss
Asquith. The marchioness indulged in
running- comments on a speech by
Lloyd-George. interspersed by some-
what rude refetences to his appear-
ance and that of other ministers.

After a time Miss Asquith asked the
marchioness to be quiet, as her re-
marks made it impossible to hear
properly, But the marchioness only
became the more demonstrative.

When Miss Asquith finally 'called
the gallehy- wtendant to enforce the
sllence i :thtle? ro• became so noisy
that in the press gallery, immediately
underneath, it was thought that the
suffragets hd got -in.. The attendant
being unwilling to' enforce the rule

'against a blue-blooded marchiohess,
Miss Asquith was compelled to leave.

The pretig's agghter recently re-
turned 'from Khartotm, where she
had anotbe esant experience, At

'a dinner 1 s t ar's pTalce the
t 'ep and she re-

S'tha she di 'sot believe in the
'ttlwa t ee* t whruo 4 4P~s you ~!4g

A Few Cents for a Girl
This class ad, which appeared in The Missoulian-Sen-

tinel classified ad columns for just three days, secured
the girl wanted. There were many answers, and from
the applicants the advertiser was given opportunity to se-
lect the most likely candidate for the situation.

Here is the ad:

HELP WANTED-FEMALE.

WANTED-DINING ROOM GIRL TO
go out of town; 520 E. Cedar, Mrs.
John Lewellyn.

Do you want a girl?
Have you something for sale or rent?
Do you want anything?
The Missoulian-Sentinel classified ads reach all of the

people .in western Montana who are interested in the
things you want or have to sell.

At your service for 2 cents a word a day; 40 cents a line
a week; $1 a line a month.

the cabinet at his residence after it
was decided to postpone the state-
ment to parliament., ILater it was an-
nounced, with a show of authority,
that buth IFrench and iEwart had at
last conseutld to withdraw thetir
resignii tions.

In Ireland 'no change 1les occaurred.

SlI-elfast. remains quiet and although it
is asserted that the officers at the
('urragh camp are determined to re-
sign because of the repufaii tion of

Colonel Seely's guarantee by the gov-
ernment, no actual resignations, so
far as known, have occurred.

MISS, VIOLET ASQUITH.

man who was present, an Ulster peer's
son, who is employed in the Egyptian
civil service, exclaimed violently:

"I wlah I were there. I'd b6 the first
to hang your old father to a gas
lamp."

The Sirdar intervened to protect
Maiss Aqu , iti but thet rest of the
company, wihich was wholly military
and offiltal, silently approved the
young m 's iaul tlng conduct.

FIGURED ON PAPER
VILLA IS IN

AFIX
ARMY STRATEGISTS CONCLUDE

HIS POSITION IS CRITICAL

ACCORDING TO DOPE.

Washington, March 26.-Not since
the successful assault of ()jinaga has
there been so much interest manifest-
ed here in the details of the MexiCan
campaign as in the present attempt of
the rebel general, Francisco Villa, to
capture the important federal base at
Torreon. The state department has its
representative at the front in the per-
son of Vice Consul Carothers, on terms
of personal intimacy with Villa, but
so far it has heard'hothlng from the
vice consul except a brief message last
night that results had not been deter-
mined..

Army officers here believe that Vil-
la's situation is critical. They point
out that it would be impossible for
him to proceed on his march toward
the City of Mexico leaving a strong
federal base on his line of communica-
tion, while on the other hand, he can-
not remain indefinitely in his present
position outside of Torreon for lack of
means to keep his army in food, water
and ammunition. The necessity of
gathering most of his troops at the
front has thinned the constitutional-
ist leader's lines of communication
with his base at Chihuahua aqd if
these should he cut by a force of fed-
erals from Saltillo or Monterey the
rebel army would be in a desperate
plight The army strategists here are
convinced, therefore, that if Villa does
not st;ccee4 in breaking down the
opposition at Torreon quickly he will
be obliged to undertake a hurried re-
treat to Chihuahua to reorganize and
strengthen his forces,

WO N o LOST
IS GREAT

EACH 81OE SEND$ OUT BULLE.
TINS CLAIMING VICTORY IN

TORREON BATTLE.

RUMORS NOT BEIEVED
Rebel Sympathizers Hold a Celebra-

tion Upon the Strength of 'Reported
Capture of Gomez Palacio, but
Folks on the Border Are Waiting

for News That Can Be Depended On.

Washington, March 26.-The con.
stitutionalists' agency here tonight
gavd out the following telegram from
Rafael C'luzqniz, constitutionalist
agent at El Pasn:
"Gomez Palaci' and Lerdo are ini

our hands and Torrenn is completely
surrounded. VWe are expecting vic-
tory at any hour."

Advancing.
Chihuahua, Mexico; March 26.-An

offical report today says that the
Irebels have establisheed headquarteors
within a mile of (Gotaez Palacio and
are trying to get cl6ser to Torreon.
Firing was heavy toddy, but the rela-
tive positions of the opposing armies
with respect to TorreQn practically are
unchanged.

Celebrating.
Juarez, Mexico, March 26.-General

Villa's dispatch was given out by
General Chao stb that he took
Gomez Palacio this morning, was
made the basis of an informal cele-
bration among the peons here tonight.
There was music by the military band,
much throwing of confetti and a dozen
impromptu parades. Only one press
telegram came through-that of the
Associated Press correspondent at
Chihuahua-bult it did not confirm
the alleged Villa report.

Fighting Resumed,
Eagle Pass, Texas, March 26.-After

the repulse of General Francisco Villa
and his rebel army, fighting hals been
resumed near Torreon at Noe, a few
miles north of Gomez Palacio.

This was the substance of a dis-
patch to' federal headquarters in Pie-
dras Negras late today, said to have
been sent direct from the battlefield ]
by General Joaquin Mans.

An earlier message, which, it was I
explained, related to events of last i
night, said.

"Our arms victorious at Gomes
Palaclo. More than 2,000 killed,
wounded and prisoners. Cavalry pur-
suing,"

Federal officials at Pledras Negras
interpreted the latter message from
General Maas as meaning that Villa
had been driven from Gomez Palacio,
but whether the engagement at, Noe
was a final stand by the rebels in re-
treat or a renewal of the attack on i
Torreon could not be explained.
The federal dispatches reached Pie-

dras Negras over the government wire
into Monterey.

General Maas, military governor of]
the Northern zone of Mexico, was re- I
ported in a Mexico City dispatch to i
have gone from Monterey with 700 i
men in armored automobiles to rein-I
force Velasco at Torreon.

Cnonfllintinn ir*rr.Conflicting Riports.
El Paso, Texas, March 26.-Con-

flicting reports today left the situation I
at Gomes Palacio and Torreon a mat- I
ter of conjecture. General Villa
telegraphed to Manuel Chao at Juarez
that he had been in possession of
Gomez Palacio since morning and pre-
dicted that the rebels would have i
Torreon not later than Saturday. On
the other hand, Miguel Diebold, of
Huerta's consular service, exhibited i
telegrams declarink that the rebels
had been repulsed at all points,

Diehold alleged that when at first
the rebels thought they had CGomez I
Palacio, they were the victimit of a
trap' as a result of which they lost
heavily in dead and wounded, not to
mention the loss of 600 prisoners.
* The federal retreat, he said, was a
feint to draw the rebels over 127 dy-
namite mines, which, he said, were
exploded under the invaders with the
result mentioned.

General Villa's telegram as given
out by General Chao asserted that the
rebels were still maintaining a base at
Elverjel, five miles from Gomez
Palcio, while the railroad line be-
tw.en the two places was being re-
paired. He added that the federals
had attempted to evacuate Torreon
through the hills to the south, but
were driven back into tLhe city.

Villa Is said by Cha~ to have as-
sarted that for the 24 *ours preceding
his taking of Gomes PldeoI the battle
was confined mostly to artillery prac-
tice. Villa is quoted to*4W as saying
that his men were mowvJ," into posi-
tions for the attack ona TlOaal proper

()Contnued on PM$r uve.)

Resolution to Limit Debate in the House
Precipitates the Opening of the Struggle
With Strong Men Lined Up in Opposition

Washington, March 26.-The greatest legislative battle
yet undertaken by President Wilson's administration was
begun today with the presentation of a special rule in the
house to limit debate and prohibit amendment on the ad-ministration's proposal to repeal the provisions of the
Panama canal act allowing free passage to American ships.

For two hours the rule was alternately defended and
attacked in heated debate in the house. When adjourn-
ment came, with an hour of debate on the rule left for to-
morrow, Speaker Champ Clark, who had not yet announced
his position on the repeal policy, issued a statement vigor-
ously opposing the rule.

"Surely there is nothing sacred about this repeal bill,and there is no reason for this mad rush," Speaker Clark
said in his statemenrt. "I will not be a party to ramming
such a rule down the throats of members."

Impressed with the importance of a measure which
President Wilson has characterized as necessary to the con-
duct of his administration's foreign policy, an extraordi-
nary attendance of members was on the floor when the

CHAMP CLIARK. rule was presented. Galleries and floor were crowded.
Throngs of spectators occupied the stairways and overflowed into the corridors. The spectators came when the house met at 11 o'clock thismorning as routine business delayed the tolls bill and the nervous tension on the floorgrew more tense.

The legislative way finally was cleared and at 4 o'clock Representative Henry, chair-man of the rules committee, presented the rule limiting debate on the Sims bill to 20hours and precluding amendment except for a single motion to recommit. Brief argu-ment brought about agreement for three hours of debate on the rule and the preliminaryskirmish of the greatest legislative struggle of a decade was on.Representative Henry, to a house silently attentive, explained the rule and launchedinto a defense of the repeal bill. Then followed an argument in which the rule receivedlitile attention as compared with the merits of the measure, and the president's foreignpolicy, the right of the American government to exercise control of the canal it has builtand the economic advisability of free tolls for American ships were dragged back andforth into the discussion.
The foreign situation was the particular subject for most of the speakers. The presi-dent's adherents that spoke, all democrats, asserted that under the treaty the UnitedStates has no moral right to pass its ships free. His opponents, republicans and pro-gressives, attacked the foreign policy of the administration and denounced the proposedrepeal as an "abject surrender to Great Britain."
Throughout the discussion Majority Leader Underwood for the first time opposing theadministration, sat quietly in his seat listening to the argument. Republican LeaderMann and Progressive Leader Murdock, both made arguments against the rule and bill.Administration loaders tonight g. --.orotsly sought to keel their subnn rt -i I . . .. . .. . .----- ......- ..

Administration leaders tonight v.g-i
orously sought to keep their support-
ers in line and to obtain recruits. The
opposition directed their efforts to
procuring votes to defeat a motion to
close debate on the rule which will bemade after an hour's debate tomor-
row, and which, if beaten, would al-
low the amendment of the rule. In
this sit:at•ion, the opponents of the
bill would attempt to open the Sims
bill to amendment, and might secure
the adoption of a compromise amend-
ment, repealing the tolls section,
without surrendering the contention
that the United States, under the
treaty, has the right to grant free
tolls.

Sims Pleads.

Speaker Clark's statement tonight
encouraged the opponents of the rule
and Representative Sims, author of
the repeal bill, later issued a state-
ment declaring:

"I have heard that there will be an
organized effort by enemies of the ad-
ministrntion, both in and out of tile
democratic party, to defe:at the motion
for the previous question on tilhe rle
tolnorrow. The object of this would
be simply to allow embarrassing
amendments to hbe offered to the hill
A vote against tilhe plreviollus qlustlon
will be practically ia vote against the
bill."

Both sides displayed greatl activity
throughout tih eevnilg, preparinllg for
the reopening of the struggle tllllor-
row. Speaker CIlark's staitemllent road:

Speaker Clark.
"I am dead against the rule on the

tolls qu:estlion and intenld to \votle,

against it. I will not stultify myself.
by voting for any such rule. I led tilt:
fight tomliberalize the rules and prac-
tices of the house, thereby Imperilinlg
my political future, We won that
long and bitter fight alndl it was thel
first democratic victiory in 18 yelurs.
Time and again I declared that I
would not advocate a thing when in
the minority that I woull not1 advolate
in tile majority.

"Tile demnocr'at wonll the holse in
1910, the first time in 16i years. I was
unanimously nominated for , speaker
and duly elected by every demlocrat
in the house with the hearty good will
of every republicaB, because they be-
lieved that I ami a truthful man. In
order to liberalize the riles and prac-
tices of the house. I voluntarily re-
linquished a large portion of the pow-
ers of the speaker which I could have
retained by making a fight, but I
honestly believed that the speaker had
too much power under the old system
for the good of the house and of our
institutions.

"Among other things I declared that
I was in favor of throwing bills open
to ample discussion and amendment,
and I am going to keep the faith. If
I were to votd for the pending rule, I
could not look the house in the face.
When I made that statement I wsee
speaking particularly of tariLt bills,

but my statement is equall
y applicaillo

td all great bilI. Here is the situa-
tion: We have a rule reported on ai
bill on the greatest qluestio presenlted
in my 20 years in the houise, beihles
which tariff bills sink into piltlable in-
Islignificance, a bill which, if passed,
will change our foreign policy, which
we have mlaintained for 125 years and
only 20 hours for debate are permit-
ted under this proposed rule and the
right to amendl is absolultely prohibit-
eti, and no intervening mlotion pernmit-
ted except one motion to recommit.
On such an important and far reach-
ing rheiasulre there should have been
at leant a week for debate with the
unlimited right of aiteldntent. Surely
there is nothing sacred about the Siins
bill and there is no reason for tilis
omad rushI. I will not be a party tit
ra PiiilillgK Lch a rule down the throats
oIf liel mbers.

In the House.
Washington, March 26.-- A rule to

limit debate on thile l'anai canal
tolls exemption repeal bill to 20

PATRIOTISM CALLS
DECLARES WILSON

Washington, March 2'.--Presidenth
Wilson in talks wit ii callers today ar-
guod that members of c'Ingrkss were
not being asked to change their per-
Msonal opinions on the tolls exemption,

Ibut to vote patriotically fur its repeal
in order to correct at serious Inter-
national situation which threoutened to
embarrass the United States in fu-
ture negotiations of treaties land trarde.
agreements.

The president told c(ongressllen who
visited the White liouse that those
who based their opposition to the re-
peal on economlc grounas or even on
their individual interpretation of the
I Hay-Paluncefote treaty were losing
sight of the main point-the united
alld unanimous opplosition of the civ-
ilized world against the tolls exemp-
tion. The - president has bben in-
formed that the press of South Anmer-
itea, speaking, he thinks, also for their
governments, has joined the press and
governments of the rest of the world
in the view that the United States is
interpreting treaties to suit itself re-
gardless of obligations.

Mr. Wilson emphasized that it was
no personal question with him, al-
though he himself believed the tolls
exemption was a form of ship sub-
sidy and a mistaken economic policy
as well as aw breach of the treaty. He
reiterated that he did not go to con-
gross with his message to express his
personal views, but to state a situa-
tion which had arisen internationally,
Involving circumstances which were

hourt 'vas presented to the house at 4
o'clock this afternoon. A vote on the
rule was expiected before adJourn-

IBy agreement debate on the rule
wa's limited to three hours, one halL
1uIInler control of ('hairmlan HIlenry and
one-lhallf under control of Representi-
live ('amnphell, ranking republican of
the rules commnittee, 41) minutes of the
time to be allotted to the progressive:.

Ieopresentatilve Henry opened the
argument for the rule. lie declared
that the free tolls plank of the Balti-
more platform did not represent demo-
cratic sentiment anld pointed out that
when the. l'ana•ra (canal act was
passed onrly 72 dtemocrats in the house
voterd for free tolls while 94 voted
against the provislon,

A Blunder.
"I propo

s
e,'" hie sad, "to aid In the

correction of a blunder that has been
conllittlted Iby the Atlerican congress.
This free tolls provision violates a

(Continued on Page Five.)

not befot•e timembers of congress when
they last Considered the Panama
canal net. tIe did noi believe meni-
lbrs of congress would he compromis-
Ing t hetiselves by changing their
votes now because he knew they
could not have foreseen the world-
wide protest at that time.

Asked what the international sit-
iutilon was, the president explahned

that so long ias the ucglnment of the
whole world was ulnanimnosly against
the United tates on a question of nal-
tional honor and a treaty obligation,
fiforeign governrnent

s generally wotld
not be enthusiastic Iabout entering in-
to further treaties or trade agree-
I ments. For this reason he held it is
vital to repeal the tolls exemption
clause.
There was deel tfeeling in the pres-

ident's voice as hl- considered the
rsubject with a group of callers. lieI referred to ithe American nation ats

I too big and powerful to be ungen-4 erous of calptious in its clonstruction
of treaties. The Un !;ted Stat es, he
believes, is too big to say, "We willt do just as little as pnssible and as

we please in interpreting our obliga-
tions." lie insisted that tlhe thing .or
the United States to do was volun-r tarily and ungrudgingly to pmake itL

m own ships pay tolls on an equality
with other nations as the points 1•i.
ivolved were too smalt as comiarelg
with the international inconvenenieo
and loss of prestige which he thhinka~,
1 permaneatly would be o Roa$o


