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EVERYBODY IS WILLING, iT SEEMS, TO HAVE A WAR
But Everybody Is Puzzled How to Start and With Whom to Fight

A PRICKLY JOB

GENERAL WOOD. ADMIRAL BLUE.

Thrilling Scenes Senate Hesitates
Stir the .Capital .- on the Resolution

as Plans Unfold Specifying Huerta
Washington, April 20.-In an at- I

mosphere of suppressed excitement, I
reflecting grave tension and patriotic
fervor, President Wilson asked con-
gress in person today for approval of
his pprpose to use the army and navy
to force General Huerta to apologize
for indignities offered to the American
government.

It was the first time since the war
with Spain that the president had
placed so grave an international crisis
before the national legislature. Mr.
Wilson spoke in solemn tones. When
he entered the house chamber the
cheers and applause that greeted him
'were wildly enthusiastic-an outburst
of the tension that has prevailed in
the national capital for the last 24
hours.

Opposition.
As he read his message the applause

came largely from the democratic side''
many, republicans remaining conspicu-
ously silent. It presaged an opposi-
tion to the president's request which
was not long in making its appear-
ance.

Speeches in the house and opposi-
tion in the senate committee on for-
eign relations showed that the pros-
pect of immediately passing the joint
resolution approving the president's
course was by no means as bright as
it had seemed.

President Wilson had pointed out
that, under precedents, he did not
need the authority of congress to act,
ihut merely sought its counsel, advice.
and approval "in a matter possibly of
so grave consequence."

Lining Up.
TWhile congress deliberated andt

Majority Leader Underwood urged
prompt action so that if American
forces were fired on they would be
free to act, the executive branch of
the government issued orders to the
:army and navy with systematic regu-
Ilarity. The army was cautioned to
be on the alert and active preparations
to use the militia as volunteer forces
in case of further emergency were be-
gun. The warships of the navy were
ordered to concentrate on Tampico
and Vera Cruz as their first objective
.point.

Plans were made to seize those
ports. American merchant vessels
-were ordered out of the harbors and
a long session of the board of the
army and navy, participated in by
Admiral Dewey, Major General Wood
and Major General Wotherspoon, after
which it was announced that the army i
and navy were prepared for instant
action.

Conference.
Tonight the president conferred

with secretaries of state, war and
navy regarding successive steps to be
taken to force reparation from Huer-
ta. Major General Wood, chief of
staff of the army: Rear Admiral Vic-
tor Blue, chief of the navy bureau of
navigation; Rear Admiral John Fiske,
chief of the bureau of operations, and
John Lind, the president's personal
:representative in Mexico, were called
into conference.

Preparations.
Amerlcans are being urged to with-

draw from Mexico, merchant ships are
being chartered to take them away
and while the president himself depre-
cates the "war spirit" with which the
national capital is surcharged, high
government officials do not deny that
most elaborate precautions are being
taken for any eventuality.

Clerks and secretaries in the state,
war and navy departments are being
kent on duty 24 hours. and everything

is on a "war basis." Social engage-I
ments are being eancelled by govern-
ment officials; members of congress
are hesitant to leave Washington,
a hile the crisis is on.

Excitement.
Newspaper extras and crowds

watching the bulletins in front of
newspaper offices and scenes of ani-
mation at the White House and state,
war and navy departments indicated
that excitement that has spread
through Washington.

The president in a statement to
newspaper correspondents said he had
no enthusiasm for war; that he hoped
to avert it, but that he was taking
forceful steps to stop indignities
k hich might lead to armed conflict.
lie drew a distinction between the I
Huerta faction and the great body of
Mexican people who had refused to I
recognize Huerta as their president.

W. Will Not Fight.
The president, in deprecating the

o\ar spirit that had arisen, said:
in no conceivable circumstance will

we fight the people of Mexico."
Measures "short of war" are planned

h. the president, such as the seizure
ao" customs houses, the occupation of
coast towns, the taking of Mexican
,warships aind a blockade of Mexico's
commerce with the United States.

P'recedent Found.
I When the president laid the situa-

tion before the cabinet in a two-hour
: session, ('ounsellor Lansing of the
state department sat at the table, tell-
ing in detail of the precedent upon
which the administration's action, it
now has been decided, will be based.
It happened in 1854 when the captain
of an American vessel was ordered
by President Pierce to Bluefields,
Nicaragua, to obtain reparation for in-
s•ults to the American minister. The
I town was held by rebels who had not
Sbeen recognized by the United States,
It was thrice bombarded by the
s American ship and finally the Amerl-

can officer went ashore with his men
and burned the town. No lives were
alest, the population taking refuge
some distance away.

Not Against the Weak.e Mr. Wilson realizes that any action

Sa hich the United States might take
1 might be construed by Huerta as a

e military operation sufficient to pro-y voke war, but in all utterances today

d he emphasized that it was not the

r part of a powerful nation such as the
Y United States to declare war on a

It weak, neighbor, especially on a small

portion of the country already torn
by civil strife.

d The president's message clearly .in-
d dicated that should war result the

e United States would not seek to add
to its territorial confines and that itsif only purpose would be the restoration
in Mexico of raw and order.

Secretary Garrison insisted in his
talks with callers today that no or-

1 ders had been issued to the army for
d aggressive action, but that his depart-

ment merely had taken steps deemedl
prudent in the emergency. Brigadier
General Mills, in charge of militia af- I
fairs, had telegraphed to the various
satates for information about militia

y to be used as volunteer forces in cases
of necessity and arrangements were

e being made with merchant steamship'
h lines to charter ships for transports.Lt Secretary Garrison announced that

g if the army were used in forcing the
demands on Huerta, Major Generale, Wood, whose term as chief of staff

g (Continued on page Seven.)

WILSON ASKS CO-OPERATION
THOUGH HE DOESN'T HAVE TO

AND WOULD PUNISH HUERTA
WVashington, April 20.-President

Wilson laid the Mexican situation be-

fore congress today in these words:

"Gentlemen of the Congress:

"It is my duty to call your attention
to a situation which has arisen in our

dealings with tienerat Victoriano
Huerta at Mexico City, which calls

for action, and to ask your advice and

co-operation in acting on it. On the

ninth of April, a paymaster of the
U. S. S. Dolphin landed at the Itur-

bide bridge landing at Tampico with

a whaleboat apd boat's crew to take
off certain supplies needed by his ship,

and, while engaged in loading the boat,

was arrested by an officer and squad
of men of the army of General Huer-

ta. Neither the paymaster nor any
one of the hout's crew was armed.

Two of the men were in the boat when
the arrest took place and were obliged

to leave it and submit to be taken in-

to custody, notwithstanding the fact
that the boat carried, both at her how

and at her stern, the flag of tie

United States. The officer who made

the arrest was proceeding up one of
the streets of the town with his pris-
oners when met by an officer of
higher authority, who ordered him to
return to the landing and await or-
ders, and, within an hour and a half
from the time of the arrest, orners
were received from the commlnander of
the Huertaistua forces at Tampico for

the release of the paylmaster ant his

men. The release was followed by

apologies from the commander and

later by an expression of regret by
General Huerta himself. General
Huerta urged that martial law ob-

tained at the time at Tampico, that

orders had been issued that no one

should be allowed to land at the tur-
bide bridge and that our sailors ,ad

no right to land there. Our naval

commanders at the port had not been

notified of any such prohibition, and,
even if they had been, the only justi-
fiable course open to the local au-
thorities would have been to request

the paymaster and his crew to with-
draw and to lodge a protest with the

MEXICO'S MOTIVE
IS HERE

Mexico City, April 20.-"General
Huerta offers all guarantys to for-

eigners, Americans included, who

may remain in Mexico, and he will

improve this opportunity to show

the world that his government and
Mexico are moral and civilized."

To Unite.

Paris. April 20.--Francois de La

Barra, Mexican minister to France,

in an authorized statement today

said:

"Events demonstrate how strong

patriotic feelings are among Mexi-

cans. The love of their country

will cause all discord to disappear.'

HIS LATEST

It

it

Iel is the ltest picture of Presi-

comman ling officer of the fleet. Ad-mitral Mayo regarded the arrest as so

(s0riou tin tiffl'riit that lie was not
satisfied with the apologies offered
but demanded that the flag or the
United St;te• be saluted with special

of the port.

Not Trivial.

"The intidrt cannot he regarded
Sas a trivial ne, especially as two of
the men airrlsned. were taken from the

territory of the United States; but

had it stood bY itself it might have
been attributed to the ignorance or
comrrogancei of a ingle officer. UnAd-
fortunately it was not an isolated
case. A s ries of incidents have re-

cently occurred which cannot butcreate iie impression that the offrepre-

sentatives of General Huerta werewilling to go out of their way to show
disregard for the dignity and rights

of this government and felt perfectly
safe in doing what they pleased, mak-
Sints fr--e to show in many ways their

ma-ing 

free to show 
in Many 

ways 
their

irritation and contempt. A few days
after the incident at Tampico, iin or-
derly from n the U.. S. Minnesota
was arrest ed at Vera C'ruz while
ashore in uniform to obtain the sntlp's
miail and was for a time thrown mrto
jail. An official dispatch from this
governlmllent to its embailassy it Mexico

('ity iwars withheld by the authorities
of tlhel tlciegrall service until peremlp-
torily demanded by our clharge d'at-
ifaires in person. Soi far as I ernl i
learn, such wrongs and annolllyrnces
have been suffered only to occurii
against representatives of the United
States. I lhave hoeard of no com-
plaints from other goverrunents of
similar treatment. Putsequent ex-

planations and formal apologies did
not and could inot alter the popular
imlression, which It is posalble it haai
been the object of the Hurtaista au-
thorities to create, that tihe govern-
ment of the Unitited States was being
singled out and might be singled out
with impunity for slights anld af-
fronts in retalliation for its refusal to
recognize the prcltpnrses of General
Huerta to ie regarded as the constiltu-
tional provisional president of Mexico.
The manifest danger of such a situa-
tion was that stuch offenses might
grow from bad to worse until some-
tliing happened of so gross and Intol-
erahlo, a sort as to lead directly and
inevitably to armed conflict. It wats
necessary that the apologies of Gen-
eirtl Huerta and his replresentatives
should go mulch further, that they
should be such as to attract the at-
tention of the whole population to
their significance and such as iii Im-
tress on General Huerta himself the
necessitY of seeing to it that no fur-
their occasion for explanations and
lprfeessed regrets slhoulld arise. I,

therefore, felt it my duly to sustain Ad-
liral Mayo in the whole of his de-
mlalldt and to insist that the flag of
the P'nited States should be saluted
ill sunh a, way as to indicate a new

(('ontinued on Page Five.)

WISE OR OTHERWISE
SUPPORT HIM

New York, April 20.--"Whether
Presidentr Wilson's decision with
regard to Mexico is wise or not, tile
coruntry should support him," says

Josepll G. ('annon, former speaker
of the house. ('annon arrived to-
day from Bermuda.
"The president is entirely compe-

tent to act. Congress is entirely
competent to act. Whether his
course has been a failure or not,
whether his present action is wise
or not, I believe that congress
should support him. And whether
his decision is wise or not, I hold
that the country should support
him and will support him. For the
country is not a divided one, but
united."

Washington, April 21 (Tuesday.) --Action by the army
and navy of the United States to force Huerta to salute the
flag was held up early today through opposition in the
senate to the form of the joint resolution approving Presi-
dent Wilson's purposes, as it passed the house last night.
A recess of the senate was taken at 12:28 a. m. until noon
today.

The president, while stating in his message to congress
that he had full constitutional authority to act, is waiting
for congress to express its approval before ordering Tampico
and Vera Cruz to be seized and other steps taken looking
to reparation for the arrest of American bluejackets at
Tampico.

In a spectacular midnight session the senate discussed the
house resolution briefly. Senators objected to individ-
ualizing Huerta and a substitute resolution was agreed
upon by the foreign relations committee giving the presi-
dent broad authority to deal with indignities offered the
United States in Mexico "in view of the situation as pre-
sented by the president in his message."

Presidenlt \\'llr 111 Iull rcii rrt l q':II- l,

huilt 4ecr-intary 'ri' tllIt v, S i - itni ' i,;

risonl, iPos it m st,• r (- nti r;ait i 11
aInd Vice P'residcnt *ln-,shall, ,. l r

c'hal rman~ll !I\hI' y :h l l d oIther illllli!( -

trltlitl lnIlers or ciIll'e d ti i i llh-

t)itute r iesol iut tOn.

etalh il dplans fi l, Itlndi i , -

complt ited j t ii i onfirii en n ti-th

tillnr {tt 'I 'Itg llll 'o i i Illld V•'I'N (')`
1l Z  

\\ 1"1'

W hit Ilouise h.l',t eHo n I'rVht Ii \\ il

soil, bOe rri- :rt's il' lnnin , • i t aI, '. ll i l

hinte s, i(ir I.'ic lt illl Ci ,oh I, al I

Itell ur A nlm ral n Is ke ltadt- Jiti I t I nd.

"No orders l tillo ithelj ili O it\ :ll ii t I
will hi i es l it- itnhti," waot-t lh :il-.m
nopnci'le nt aude after i
eleo, :lrotiln I,1llturil' h! bi" IJtat-,1

untl l ihmigrr te i H t h i t1) Ihu,- IiIlt it•ll
l tion l rotll ati ~t'illti ' tprhilc . n i't o I t-

flr of usning tih tllille l tiid 11 • tf ll"
I ioled Statcs to 1nterf '' its ,thempi/ s

Iagainst th n ral "' lu.rta g ollwO ig ol u ..ll'

the tarruit at l ar pi n of the mAirn h I

until 10 ,vohlo k t to l rowll' arnId P i-

cl •nt W ilson,. wtcor' out h\ the d;ai, ':

worbe held rat thrafter h airtio c It they
house aid a~l~lotTthe Re solution.

erons jl t r teolich with the lrhe-itl e't
shoa the ndtep whic h w uhifo hre the, -n-
by the United Stnt• "-short of war"

were of at nantlre whio tonightn ri il ise-
ithre foremployment of t the armed
fers of the tUnited Sthates in eln-

tioin of log certain demands prlgint• s
to Wil. Huerta.venrlent, h -Resoled by
ever, will be keandt fome of dpre'vl-
opments.

The donate in the oousc hrouitit

out the fMt that while tho Amrie:ln

navy probably wouhl block Mlexico off
from commerce with the ntited States

it would not interfere with the pas-
sage of foreign vessels, although car-
goes discharged on the ahore might

be held at the, customhouses if they

were occupied by American forces.

The Resolution.
The joint resolution passed by the

house and which wits before the sOrt-
ate at at late hour tonight read ast
follows:

forcing certain demands against
Victoriano Huerta. Resolved by
the senate and house of represen-

t;tiveos in congress assembled that
the president of the United States
is iustified in the employment of
the armed forces of the United
States to enforce the demands
up on Victoriano Huerta for un-
equivocal amends to the govern-
ment of the United States for af-
fronts and indignities committed
against this government by Gen-
eral Huerta and his representas.
tives."

Is tl he veiltn there were in-
,,I :l tl',ltn ia of tdemocirats andl

,pi;, pd ition to the,l'hrasel log of the. resoihltion was rpill.

'llT. l;in"y senators., among them
SI'"ie ,ho:ri,, :lt., bl jette• to singling

't 1 l I u, In It 'nl H uert a i il i lit'lltu tl
ili mIoIte ill i nti Ilet t 'il resolutiton

tI 1liv t it Lgisinult the delifacto gov-
friotltt in 'lexIn ('ity. Othersi•xt iln I to mii ke thlt' resolution broa•ct

'iii•Iit to (Iliver m exi l genierally.

Opposition.
Ili inistatri, leaders tre lbegin-

t: to lally their forces early in an-
twil. tion of repl b lican opposition.
1\mlliitii 'ltltiion solttors helid that the

l i;ilne oif tii i ritolttioi iVt tas a step
hlich ivot ilid elei' the president ae-tv;illy ito lreven't War by forcing

liiniert to r~:c pct Atmeoricans and their

'Th presll iden hatd omade it clear to
cilIngress in his message that the
e•ii olive riailly haitl iau ithty to act
hit tha:t tle pret ferrd the aplproval of
'ltiareslts before llmaking any important

To Bed.

.l\eilliers of thel httsie went to bed
instead oif w•aiting for the senate to
i reconvene. I'rowi•s thronged tihe

senat e ' llg rietls atil corritdors.

At exelti 'tivioiait Ilarters there was
a lii 1p il the late houtirs. Clerks

were on ilntl fitor emtergenclties but no
movements were nnoillllillCed. A high
oificial vwhio was in coniference with
the prishltt potinited significtantly to
the fict tittit no orders had been is-
slied to t"ll' armty atnd remarked that
the , list itltionalists need not be
alarmedtl over the situation for the
presenlt notion was aimed entirely
tagainst Hilorta.
It was said that one of the reasons

the Whitte House was insistent on in-
dividualizinu Hoerta in the resolution\tll tlo lprevent the constitutionalists

(Continued on Page Seven.)


