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*MinePzc codtity!
to thoS1 i•idniig Within the pto-

posed btifder$-of this uiborH child, the
folirth ofY1pritg rif Mlissoula county,
tlhe is 'Tatgic ito these rds. the
nas bf Mbineral is, heard 'nore fre-
qiueitly th'obighout the lehgth and
btreaith -Of the territory to which it
aptPis-t--he west end of the mother
county 6f Wester1i Montatna--than any
other word. :It is the first word in
thb morning greetings; it is the last
word or the good-night salutatilns. it
,a shotted frolm the valleys and from

the hiliops--and there are some high
tops in INinetat's- tolography. It is
.printed on sigpboards in every niche
and corner. All who pass that way
n-hst see and hear this name, "Min-
er'i iltiz coiiletcly has it taken
hold of ,the people of the west end
t11 .t.alt• f' b qLuestion naw but
that a"a•n •,l ` ri ttenj.b shall it be."
At at eltectiol to be held Atgust 1,

next, those i~*ttithg Within the boun-
daries of -the propbsee new county are
to dbeitd kor themselves the qu:estion.
of'leaving home and mother and of

- establishing a new government, of and
for and by the people. They will do
this under the hew state law, without
dictation or hihdirance from the rest
of the parent county. Th e y will select
a cbmplete set of officers, from con-
stable to senator, at this same election.
They will-choose a site, and later, must
provide ". building, Where these offl-
cei' shall hold forth and do their bid-
ding-the samen soft of "bidding,"
prdbably, as the officers of all other
counties in Montana are doing.
TherI wheh all this is accomplished,

Mine'al couhty, is going to have good
tioads. As to this, definite and de-
totil'd platis have been made already.
In_ additioh td this no one seems to
know jst- what- the -policy of Mineral
county will be, as regards its future.
there are many individual ideas, of
course, but they are as varied in their
alms as they are numerous. There is
no other definite thing besides gouod
roads upon which all seem to have
agreed, or, in fact, about which many
have given serious thought. It is
good roads first-and after these will
come all good things in their natural
course of events.

Preliminaries leading to the calling
of the special election August 1 have
been under way several months. They
were carried on with an enthcsiusm
against the .warm tide of which oplpo-
sition and criticism and adverse ad-
vice melted like the hailstone that
broke through the smokehouse roof one
,Mondav morning long ago and landed
in grandmother's tub of lihot suds. So
earnest, serious and determined have
these new county folks been in their
campaign that they have been very
jealous of their cause. It has seemed
as though every tree in the Lolo na-
tional forest has furnished a chip to
be worn on the shoulder of some man,
woman or child residing in Mineral's
area. livery statemeht naude by word
of mouth that in'any way misstated a
fact or led to a wrong conctlusion, has
been challenged promptly; every pub-
lished article from whatever source,
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in Which there has been a hint of un-
favorable comment or that contained
even a sentence that could be in-
terpreted as a criticism, has been im-
mediately "taken up' and fully an-
swered, denied or explained, as the oc-
casion might demand.

Tri all this the new county folks have
stood shoulder to shoulder in support
of their various chhmpions and have
shown a spirit of loyalty to tile cause
of division that spelled success fi'omt
the beginning. To say "the. proposed
new county of Mineral" seems alto-
gethlr too ambiguous. At this stage
of the game it is just as safe to say
"Mineral county" to this territory andt
these pe)ole 0 s it is to wait until after
the election, August 1. ()nly the most
serious ruetion over county seat hon-
ors--a thing very improbable--could
sti ufi'" ti •iVirse sentiment tigitist the
phssage of the general division meas-
ure now.

So far the purposes of this article,
which is to set fonth in a general way
somcthihg of the resources and possi-
bilities of the west-ehd section, Min-
eral, county is going to be used without
any "ifs" or "aids"; used in the fullest
confidence that the new county will
be created by an {1most unanimous
vote.

The only opposition that the new
county folks encountered was in es-
tablishing the dividing line between
Missoula and Mineral. At first this
line was located to come far enough
west to take in Lothrop and the whole
of the Nine Mile creek district north
of the river. But objection was made
to this by some o the Nine Mile resi-
dents and a corri oinise was reached
which leaves this i'ich little valley to
Misso•ula. -h the amended petition for
division the dividing line starts at a
plioint where the westerh divide- of
Nine Mile creek intersects the Sanders
county border, taking a zig-zag course
down this divide to the Missoula river
between Alberton and Lothrop, leav-
ingthe latter town in Missoula county.
The line then follows the river a few
miles west and then runs due south
tidway between Petty creek and Fish
creek to the top of the Bitter Root
range1 alnd then duce west to the Idaho
line at the head of Fish creek.

There are but two other boundary
lines of the new county. These do not
give it a distinctive foirm. The San-
iders county line is the northern bor-
der; the Idaho state line marks the
southern limits. These two lines come
ito a sharp point at the west extremity.
Like an arrow head pointing due
northwest but with its northeast
shoulder broken off at the Nine Mile
divide, Mineral county makes a unique
figure on Montana's map.

Reference to the accompanying
sketch map gives a better idea of its
geographical features and the aim-
less wanderings of its border lines
than any written description can con-
vey. It is 80 miles long. The longest
line that could he drtwn through from
north to south would pass through
the gap in the partly-finished steel
Irestle the Northern Pacific is build-
ing at the mouth of Fish creek. It'i

would be about 35 miles in length.
If Mineral was a flat county its ap-

proximate area would be 1,09R square
miles or 702,720 acres. But wheoa na-
turc fashioned Mineral, she had not
acquired, evidently, the art of mould-
ing plains and valleys in the graceful
combination that appeals to the man
who makes mother earth yield him a
li\ing and assist in feeding his city
cousins. A careful investigation has.
shown that Mineral county contains
more mountains and less agricultural
land than any other county in the
state. Topographically, Mineral's map
is a mas.5s of contolr lines piled on
one another, overlaping a.t the ends.
True, there are higher mountains and
some more rough in other sections of
Montana; but nowhere in the state is
there to be found an area equal in
size with more mountains and less
level land. .

This description by comparison
would seem to indicate that Mineral
has no farms. This is not the case.
Recently a Farmers' Society of tEquity
was organized at Superior with more
than 30 members, each man being the
owner and operator of a tract otfland,
ranging from 80 to several hu!idred
acres, which is being intensively cul-
tivated. And there are other farmers
scattered throughout the length of the
county. The Missoula river valley
from Alberton to St. Regis is dotted
with grain fields which can be seen
from the car windows by one making
a trip by rail. Thdse farms atre rich
in soil and water. There are several
orchards and opportunity for many
more. There are little flats back on
the benches away from the river that
can not be seen from the railroads and
there are many acres of stump land
which, sooner or later, will be de-
veloped into agricultural tracts of
much value. And yet the above com-
parison stands. The Missoula river
valley will not average a mile wide,
NOt all of the river's adjoining lands
are level. So it can be realized that
the propdrtl'on of land suited to agri-
culture is pitifully small when meas-
ured against the remaining area of the
county.

Nature Bestowed Riches.

Although nature failed to endow
Mineral with its just share of agricul-
tural land, she more than made up for
this neglect in other ways. Of natural
resources the new county is abundant-
ly blessed. Some of the finest timber
in all the west is growing upon its
mountains and the lumber industry
there Will ever be a source of much
wealth. Of the privately-owned tim-
ber it is said that the Anaconda Cop-
per Mining company has enough on
hand to keep its big mill at St. Regis
operating at full capacity, 150,000 feet
per day, for 50 years. The Mann
Lumber company, with a mill turning
out 7i500d' fOee per day and the
smltler mill of Cooper & Therriault
at Da Borgia cutling 40,000 per day
each hive private holdings to keep
them *Orklxig for about the same

length of time. This is long enough N
for a hiW growth of timber. The b
whole edunty is Included in the Lolo ti
natlonal firest and withth Mineral. tl
This ftrdet contains 1,40b,000,000 feet ft
of tihbet, Itdcdrding to the estimate
made by the forest service. This tim-
bet is being conserved by selling as
much of the mature staHid each year as ti
poshible. tWenty-five per cent of the I1
prpceelt O6~ the sale of this timber si
will go to the county. This means a tI
perpetual ihoomne of front $ib,000 to a w
much greater amount, depending on I'
the demand, each year f0r roads and ci
schools. o .

True to Name. a
Geologists'' a that nattlre knew her ft

business perttetly.wh•h elshe,fashioned t
Mineoit's moeuneirlri &And that each
one is a veritable Atorehouse of rich
mineral deposits. .Man ha8 already 11
proven this word to be true. Mil-
lions of dollars h.ave been taken al-
ready from these mountains and from h
the creek beds between. Above every- n
thing else the new country is expected to
demonstrate its riches in minerals, in
gdld and in copper and lead. Her peo-

ile feel sure of this and this thought a
was uppermost in their minds when
the name "Mineral" was selected from g
a long list of those proposed, many
seeming more appropriate from an
historical standpoint. Mineral county
has both placer and quartz mines. Te I
history of its placer district, centering d
about Oregon gulch, Cedar and Trout si
creeks and their tributaries, is as old
as the history of the state itself. The
ground here has just been scratched n
and is ready now for deeper working tI
with modern machinery. Centrally d
located is the old Iron Mountain mine, P
once a big producer and now preparihg L
to resume operations on a large scale Y
through the new tunnel a mile long tl
that taps the lower workings and a
means economical production. At the a
extreme west end, where the exten- c1
sionl of the ('oeur d'Alene mineral belt a
has shown to a more marked degree, P
are innumerable mines, some ship- A
ping and others just being developed. h
Mining men of the west have their tI
eyes on this district; some of thea i
have recently contributed substantially co
towards this new A••ivity In develop- T
tilent work. Big returns upon this in- e'
vestment arc expected. The discovery II
of Ontold ric'hs in some of the prop-
ertices will not come as an especial
surprise. a

Strthmlb,
Between every nm6unt&lth iange Is ao

crystal mountain stream. There are
hurtdreds of thom frorh one end of
the county to the other. All flitv into
the Missoula, which is practically IL
center east-and-west line through the
county fronm Alberton ~d St. Regis, this
line projected on west being the St.
Regis river. The major rivers have a
power site in every mile of their
courses; cach creek Which empties Ilto
them means power and water for mIin-
ing operations and i bountiful supply
for irrigation and domestic purposes.
Each stream is a delight 'to fishermen.
too, for trout are there in countless
numbers. Fishermen and lhunters-
for ethe mountains of Mineral abound
in game-find this a sporting pars utn-
rivaled in the United States and hun-
dreds flock here each year.

Seenie Beauty.
A county of So ' man natural re-

sources crowded ii~to such a small area
naturally makes up a district of won-
derful scenict beauty. Mountains and
streams, forests and mines, farms and
thriving towns. These are. all closely
associated in making up some of the
pictures that are presented as one
travels through the ntmw county. From
a car window they are seen to flash
by in quick succeAsioh, ch~anging pano-
ramas of broad scope with foregrounds
of green fields, deep-blue rivers, aged
pine treeS, nodding ever to the back-
ground of mountain range and canyon.
A turn in the road allid there's a paint-
ing posed for by nftiitHe' VsaH6lius forms
of beauty, with colors rich and con-
t'astk startling, inrudsis'ily fi'thed and
effectively lighted. Ote btyitne t ticket
for a trip by rail through Mltteral
county gets ; 1A a motion pic-
ture show ahd o6b tin an art gallery
thrown in, "trf Or lu thin." The

Northern Pacific and Mil\va:kee ari
both scenic railways through tils se-.
tion of the west, as both wind their way
through the county froml end to ent
for a distance of 80 miles.

Railroads.
I"rom the slntnllpoint of permanellltw3

two sach lines of road lns extendl ti (I'lRsI
Mineral county may be almitost con.
sidered a natural resource. To M•inlrla
those roads, tllh main linle of the 111-
waukee and tihe Wallace brlacllh n
'Paradise branch of the Noirthern Pa-l

cifice, mean much. The assessed va.-
i:ation of the new counlllty, co litllltate
when the petlition for divisioin wo\
filed, is $3,t•1t,000. i)f this valuatiot
the railroads contribute the li'avies
proportion. The through route of thli
Northern Pacific is 80(.18 miles long
his heilng increased by about 35 nilcI

with the Paraduise branch and side.
tracks. The Milwaiuklee'si main huin
has 80.8 miles in the new county aan
nearly 29 miles of sidetracks. Thert
are two logging railways, operaied Ii
the MannII LAtinter compllllany anil]d Itt
Polleys Lumllber cnrml•pany, resllectivetly
and the roiadl toi the Anuttlor mine
These make lanother 20 miles. Tint
grand total is something over 22(
miles. Knowing this it is not difflticII
to understaltd that thile railways art
Mineral's heaviest tax producers itm t
that they will give the county a slleln-
diid tlnnual inctome right from tihe
start.

There is only one way to learn ali
about Mineral coulnty. Make aL tril
through the west end. Spend several
days there. Stop at each of tile prtincl-
pal towns and talk with the people
Look upl siome of the gulches, whicl
you, passed oin tile road withiout glvlinp
them it thought, and you will find, just
around the next bend in the creek, hatl
a millionl dollars worth (f mining mna-
chinery getting down to bed roelc
after the yellow. Whatever you do
plan to stop in Superior over night
Ask to lie shown tihe place wilere they
have that good bed. I dlon't kInoe
the name of the Ilace hut I will ntevel
forget that iced. Anlybody attbout tows

ntn dilre(t yiiou to it. Ion't imt •kt li
mitattiko of having in tppointinllo
early the next mllorninlg. No malt el
htow important'ii it is, you will over.
sleep inl that tied.

After you get. this fatr never tiiiit
aboullit paissenger trains to take you on
west. Walk for a while. Wear yvo
old clothes and when you get tiret
walking, jump a freight tranlll. Yot
won't be lonesome these days andl yet
won't be asked to dig up ta cent. iFron
a sidedoor ohserv\ation car you: ciul
hauve a fine viiew. The first time thit

iw '. . "y J V' Y.'
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S1.ri1n stops,l. "beoat it" for the, couity
ruad tlind take tnoL|thur like. An tullo-I lo0 l 11• Willl (0011( 1 long sllll It. Yol h \ill

he invitel to rid T. 'l'hen llu ilvii sne
sliome gn 'ot lrsai hn t t••,d s tm l r lad1d.
hril the drivel r i \ill tell y n "tlll a nuH

t II tong luntilit yIIlu h i' the li111• 1)t
Iltit ui r i ilhl (( IIi('Iain 111hlg whx ih Ith
Ilm1(11 driving t1. saw. lust (girt. I')nal-
ly he is ai plnii ,er. 1Ie will give y uil

0 mire real info llmatin i1 1: rmint ilel

t thanll you t( 0 1111 g-I irloll aIl yI hI(I r
Ssolcll in \'i 1 li. k. Keep onlll trav luh\ n
1 in this fasi hion til tihe waIy to ''I'li.
Inll t way y ul•ll i t < till glith' "dtpie~"

e (In the new (l nnt lll' it will 110 111n In-
tresl ing jlourney anll d will til' t. lit to
yilr knowledge lf western Mollaa.
If If you have been over t~he ground iln
this wl y yi t will find1 litthle ne1 w of
laterit It l thIi s i lis stry foir the flcts-
whicth It (oitrilti•s woilre •alhltrIlh whi'id tinl
1 mauls Just such it trip relently. 'l'hey
are not ti pSlll till llthe trip 1 '1'1 ma1lld,ini two daiIys anid iia hlf frolm Mi111Ullt.

K They are not, in logialt orth1r but ttrl

t trranged to give it few dettails about,
tlthe ge mcrtl r'soutt"ces and conditlllon
in that Section W lh'ih is aIh:t. to ount

lt 0oe frolllm tihe lmoi'thel r iOu lnty :ltla
start its '.lrer I lnig llines to iirrl ii
1 0on(ll wi lh th ilI1nl 1 i, f I' 0V1i 1 piet-

Sply. Th' hlto•ry will lbgin i it Al.h ertll i

I lst Inii 1 h the easrtol 1IIh la y, nutlt
riend tit T t. In t.' ,h xxtrem1e west end.

The distrhics dhe.rilh'd (I,4en tr ' I fiv-+
of 1h1() prin iput taI nk' , f1',11" of whItl,
+ h'lt l, .lAlberton, u iir . '- i' u l l)

Ibn(r h n:lrl s lat • le tilt l I h,1: st Il-

B gthe ,y ll bloI g" to rMin,.rni oi'u nty.
1 Alberton District.

SAlthe rtony ol ly oI ('o 1lh 01, lilsin.'

Is thI l hlrgest townl ~itlI lns many dis,
tiii'l;v, 'e lturl-,•t. Its silt W tit seltect•td
'a lit11' overl fi i, ,ieats Iagt. Ten thou-

was the It'raslilion that rat'sulted, In
t•t' f'll of l!(t, i ln this eehl litl of
eii'I, W Iti1 t 1iits' gi hui lit lt 1 t nill oItO

paly. N iIw upon that (ri't, tlen but

a e'l'trtilit :;Iiol titii ' 1'' ll t 01111 k of

11 was truly it aloriius Imrninig,
lhia of .1(1lll 20, I•i(i 1, wh'l n Alberton'1,
first day iogmn. hinpiy wait thutthrong

th t itltplt'd from that first passen-

Ol' train to inItr st ill Ihiiiines or to
•spe•iitile in Allterloni' future. To-
da:ty has fulfllled the lpromisle of that
halnty ,ienu morniniig ti the fondest
s •tiipeth*ltitilon of till for the homes are
htlri atnd tIl inl•l'vestmtellnt have proven
profitabl, .

'rhi tiii•es are not of the rich man
tand not of the ailller; ut 20(10 of tIIenII
ihust the htusy, itiotenited, well-fock
rttlliro, : Ii i , IIi tii• ] lly s ir'roundetld i byj
hi.s sl;ear o ,1nes ull t'e' lll1' I ll(h, knowl-
edge," it' arI anI tired i Mel e( l ts long
i; Iis l ti uriulitt ' iliuelly lurulv: last.

Imig. I1 ' " rI'II 'ns :t litlte :tn111 sped'lli s
11111 Isu," ' ts In tH in t luuiiln r iis pro-
viding forI the flitri ' yeollHrs. There rdfio
less that 

1 r 
homiL's belongilig It other

t;l it lit railroad i1 1 til tlhIi se are

'antile pIturo,:its or I' I it hilrd-work-
lug hutl iunply-prospertnts tiller of the
stil.

SIf ii til .o he Ith it0i conl ustittling her
putlttl tlin, Ali'rtotl hlitls more than

Oii chiurin, a111n1 thu tf whom are
of sihou ni tie. And ftr the training


