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NCIENT BATTLE GROUND RUMBLES ANEW

sia Now Depends the Extent of the Imminent Struggle

ANCIENT HOSTILITY J_li_R_(_)v_MPTS THIS WARFARE 1‘Hope Gone of Averting War
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London, July 28.-—The Austro-Hungarian government declared war against Servia
today by a manifesto which is one of the briefest of history's momentous documents.
Germany paved the way for this declaration by announcing her rejection of the British
proposal to bring four powers together in conference for  mediation, Germany  ex-
plained that her ally could not be expected to submit her acts to a Furopean council, as
if she were one of the Balkan states.

This announcement preceded the declaration of war by only two hours and gave an
exhibition of the perfectly harmonious working of the partnership between the twp nas
tions which stood firmly together through the Bosnian crisis of {900,

The center of interest has shifted sharply to St. Petershurg, which holds the decision
whether a European war which probably would shift the balance of power, if not rear-
range the entire map of Europe, is to break out. Negotiations are afoot there hetween
the Russian foreign minister, Sergius Sazanoft, and the Austrian ambassador, which are
desizned to “localize’ the conflict.

The nature and progress of these conversations are
but they arc the last plank the neutral powers are
which may wash all under.

There is no doubt in British minds that Austria had fully resolved to utilize the provo-
cation afforded by the Sarayevo murders to wipe the slate clean of all accounts against
Servia and served an ultimatum on her which was designed to bave no result save war,

The next news expected is the occupation of Belorade and even now it may be an
accomplished fact. Reports of small encounters along the frontier have been permitted
to pass the censor, but military experts here helieve mobilization has already heen af-
fected and that a thoroughly planned campaign is well under way.

There is absolutely no enthusiasm in England for this particular war, vet there is a
general relicf that her obligations to her partners in the triple entente, as well as her in-
terests as a great European power, will force her to support Russia and France in any
steps they may take.
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