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tzifyth rta ls~' i4 xh n s of

ammutti s. ' fordets
w hetsi wh n t efi1t con8si ,flgl4e .a a gepst

nttl purpo bt fetrst and
setrviwcs its te local crnm-

tes tnis principae is fully i l
in the administration of the
i forett, as is Silown in the

ley of the timber salegr g, rnl gleIi
clitilation, water-po rer devdtop-
rniht, etc., in which the first considera. 1
hi ios always given to the local comn-

ltles and particularly to the irall
i in those commiunities.

at congress has rgon still further
a established the e rtraOiple th. Othe
A nai forests shall conklt re-
ir to community dev t. .e
a maitenance of local. ui
ti 1fs, throurh its ath a
p -ent of the gro rotun stly?
pm poses. The ided o t
r piolicy is alresdy s1h01 v.

rots n a humber t el a
conditions permit te a

ut3ilsation of all rehou" tiand
witcr power, igrazing, mi agric
~r •, and the recreatio atures. Ona

tlse forests the comn rities are be-
it • built up through the establishment
ai-g maintenance of industries using
thtj forest resourcesq; there are also
thEisaatOB atf dqllare returned directly
froit•i:h forest oseeipts for s.hoo leand
roads. In• short, thed foreast s ield a
dirpOt returnm qqtjyalent to toxe and 1
it Is an inncrrasitg rather than i di- 1
minishing return siuch as would fol-

-4ienit,•-tmanly of. the foretsf tfet re- 1
aoarqsare inaccessible and the great-
es reeoh pet, he timber, is not saleable I

uhe nd prepent conditiaon, except in I
srga l quqtitigsa. UTnd4er, such circum-

satrpre the 4evelqpmet of tie forest
resptsrcee is low, and there is bt Ulittle 6
dilett ,Isrp to the, commutnitief s frop a
forest receipts, In short, mapy fortuts t

a 'tot, paid snt "entgibutin in. any i
a•npeiaes. waye tx e osi., devalms.nt
sd coRisrunity ir pbuilding. .. While ail
agree thau r4timpately these forests will
bs, - eingrmous importance to the b
cotr y,o people can not reconcile them- c
selves te the fact that the forest re- t
sercegoarb of no immediate help now a
when iruch help Ifo most needed. A
great deal of the land in the countie-
in ahich the most heavily timbered
natier0.l forests are located. is still in

the condition of practical wilderness, t
The -very foundmtinon of any develop-
melt Is the construction of roads and
bridges and this is in many places
enoriouply expensive.

The -clearing of he jand for terming, t
the )vilsing of the homes, the building I
of schools, churches, and public im-

provements in the towns, in addition to
the road building, are the burdens of a
small struggling population, composed
largely of men possessed of great per-
severance and courage but with little
means.

.In many eases the national forests
odeEtpy from 20 to •o per cent of the
area of the counties and contaiin tim-
her of vast amount. Is thfo'e any wonel
der thdt the people are protesting that
the forests are not contributing as they -
should to the development of their

communitides? Often they use the
phrase that the forstsa are blocking
development or that the resources are
locked up. This is, of course, not
true, because the resources are avail-
abb for use. What is meant and what
is true, is that the forests are not con-
tri l.ting as they should to develop-
melt of the communities living in the '

counties in which the forests are lo-
cattd.-

This is a problem that the govern-
ment must squarely face and solve.
But it must he met by a condtructive
program and not by tearini down the:,
national forests, as some lropose,
which would result in public lois and
injury not only nationally but locally.

Dietructive Policies Sugerited.
Various proposals have from. tints

to time been made, .looking to a 1no-
sibla solution of this problem. In the
main, these are utterly dtstructive in
character and deserve p. serious con-
sideration. They are as follows:

i. To abolish the national forests
and-distribute through the peneral land
lats or by sale the landi to private
owners and thus bring theland undrer
taxtion. The thoughtifuil people of the
west would be the first to oppose such
a doctrine.

2. To turn the lands over to the
states by grant, to be sold and the pro-
ceeds go to the school and road funds.

3. To make immediate sales of tim-
•ar in large amounts and devote the

reventu fo local needs. The chief dir-
ficulty with thls plan is that much of
the timber is not saleable in large or
arsmall- amounts except for speculatioh
and in a way to injure the public in-
ttesets.

4 To have the government pay
t,•eZ, Just as private owners. An ob-
viOusly impractical plan from every

-tandpolntj even if no legal questions
w8re involved.

A .onetructive Plan,
IA plan which will fully meet the ult-

uatiol, apd at the same tlme be entire-
Ilt.pracotipal to apply is as follOws:

O3j'gfeshlians made a, couinagit a14-
P to of 31 per cent of bhe ei'rs
r~b"iti from the forest* to aid In

I 4t development and midnte-

Egta h as the objects 'o this
teean not be acconmplished 4t

- hise? the tjiisber is ipaces-
a 444 latnsarketable, I propose as

of the presept plan to

bu•ces ~justify it and the public a
;gat'; "Owntae f euetpt4; __
ticipated and advhoices , b made
con ress for the constrction. ic
tlidtes whad similar pubicw
aelvatite to i , hirieti t- the t
urad fce+e h S Whiich l
ceivd ]raer, !A which weiM g:
the con;.hnitYltl unid tite

as for example, a county oq, a
counties A plan of needed road a
velopmenf t 4oul4 be worked 9Ut: b,
the gr~titpikd and M oidFy #i eit
inco-On~tion; a sipecftic pi$a••athg

determined for those improVeint nfs
'deeded immediately; a statement
would be prepared by the forest serv-
ice ,showing the ~timber and other rei
sources and the receipts that can con-
servatively be guaranteed as sobit as

these resourc•d ni be rea6iidd upon;
a full showing wbtilt b r iti Ait thf t
eed of the improvements aiid the di-4'! public servid i rendered in tie

development of agriculture, mining, or
other resources within and outside the
forest. In short, a business statement
would be prepared for each given
proJeot separately which would deem-
onstrate its desirabitity and soundness

'iom the staiiidint both of dloal
benefit and of fibiit finane,. hTiin-
much as every advance is iniured by
existini resoriiids ii6w owiied by ftie
government, there' is no possibility of
loss. Inasmuch as all advances. will
le retiunied t6id the share of late fo-i
elipts already p!$eded M th•t cofitiii

nities by congress, it is not a que~i
ton of a f*deial grait, bt'tf only d AT.
advance.

The first direct proposals to co9-
iress w6uld ie in the form of s•ai•i

advanncel for survitdy whih Would hi
utsed "a bsi t sp t est. i
for le a vor ~
would'. io ,lWy. ial-
ing the a All w•k
would } tt f b t
of pu ng o to tre c4
omy, ff vt M t Bering i ,
rina and c tiit hey ' iresliour s of i c6
gtruct .

To .llstfte bto a •pecifl• exame.1,
Jefferyso count, T r cintans

or 62 per cent, Is in s thel o feet li
tional torest Th Totalu
value oe l priv a ,te. lroperty ins afevt

8614,04., WThe itai levy i a uu
i `miles. The bulk of the c unts' y a

wailder ess, The people hat e bdedti
themselves more tia` To ipr'ud~'i

Iluild roads, iand he are able!
these fuids foi underta'k only ai smrr
hart of iwhat is neded to maike the pig
ricultural and other resources puitside
the national forest a ailaiblle for de
velopmqiit. Wilthout help, the opetiii
up of tie logeted-off fands (the reali
agricultural problem of that country)
Will be very slow. There is a stand
of timber of over ten billion feet in the
hational forests of the cbunty. At
present but little of it can lie sold at
all. When it is aiallabtf in a few
years, it will be poesible t6 cut at least
200,000,000 a year and keej it up in-
definitely under foreMfr i ithods. This
will yield from $300,000 to $,0000 "a
year.

It certninly as good public fina•ce
to make advances on these receipts,, in
Order to lay the foundation for the 4e-
velopment of the whole surfounding
country as well as to open uip these
timbler resources themselves.

The propsend alnn would ••ike th(i
publ:c benefits of the national; forests,
immediately realizable; it would ac-
complish a development not 1losilibl#
for the communities without publri
aid; it Would relieve the burden of tax-
ation of struggling, new comnriunitles;
it would hasten the development of the
niatlonal forests themselves which are
unavailable because of lack of trains-
portaflon; and ever:y expienditure* ir
,uaranteed by resourct now con-

trolled by the government so that in
the 16iig run there would be no net
contribption by the nation itself ex-
cept as provided by existing law.

Local Approval.
Less thaoa a month ago, at a largely-

attended meeting held at Columbla
Falls,. was organized the Flathead-
Lincoln County improvement associa-
flon. The.pbject of this association is
fully, iet forth in the preamble of its
plan of organization, as follows:

"The object of this organization shall
be to invite information relative to bet-
ter legislttlibn on all matters of pub-
lic interest pertaining to the state and
Flathead and Licotln counties in par-
ticular. To propose memorial to the
state legislature and congress affect-
ing the fderal dpha.lnt and state lanrds,
cr any other inatter pertaning to the

I general welfare of the people."
This association voiced the first pub-

lic expression of approval to Forester
Graves' new plan since it became
known. District Forester Silcox at-
tended the meeting and explained]
what was proposed. After discussing
this tax question, the associatlon
passed the following resolutions:

Prass Resolutions.
,Whereas, seyety-five per cent dt

the area of Flathead county and 86
'er cenat 61 til f area Of 't icoi couaiy
slnowm exeirpt from taxitlon by reasosi

o6 the exital fore~t reserves and
Other public lands, .and

Whereas,this puts an excessive i)u•
den of; taxation ,u)o the taxiyesrs of
these counties for thbe cytrftiotlon ei
roads and 6ther public iBp~vC emenft ,

S'I s, the revenue derived b3,
these counties from the sale of forest
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iyoi ed t iritdac the pian

;Ct t., f'oreater M:ilco ,,. which
Tait wd ~laitet tie parayments
Y , th~ g vi prient t' the> rebpective
otfee, Alcii pay ment .to be deduct-

--. btin ' ' f*utur6 'irVkwnue derived
Lro t the le .oof i'nest reserve tim-

leer a y t

ter ar k < a~untit ow ontain
" i t qdd, which

Sr4 Iaj titprnied oa used
er y beleve it i! a m Stake

'- dntaent ,gy ree t re-
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wteil* rate it is bei 'cleaned up and'
th}d _foupdo mpsat 9uqcessful, , Men-

ace troi this source was reduced to
domei extent this year because marly
log ihr, treoognizing the danger, placed
patrolmen tn guard .their slashings.

S iroidau serious Menace.
Thie tiati•oits ,hav- done di•courttg

lg-ly, little right-6f'way clearing this
ear. 'They still maintain, hbwever,

thehm record of standing first as the
-:use ef fires. striking figures are
the followin: .

Pet, df
R. TI, Miles. Fires. Whole No.
(. . ..................23'3 429 00
\. '. .............. 28 137 22
'., 1{. & St. P..172, $8 12%i

Oth' ...............14'7 30 51

Total ....... .848 7 707 100
m r d •tiordi fite and forceful ric-

tio•r-nit st ti3 t.hiy opiniot• h taken '-f
we are to get alnywhere in the solution
of lthls problem,

Cadivals Camoer.
The careless dIiq tr is still with us,

in spite of. 01r efforts to educate him.
The .b1 esft bb' 'l""f td, oo'vering some
t7,0t0 acres ada thineatenlng (00O,00,000
feet of timlen, was started by camliers.
An analyals curve of the nuiber of
camp fires ln'relat.lon to the total num-
ber for the seasons from 1910 to 1914
'nclusive is practically a straight line,
there being little or no marked in-
crease cr decrease.

etllers turning brpsh are still a
prolific Source of danger, Control of
this menace hi poasi'bl% in 2 dalo under
the closed seansn permit system. No
such control is ,no pdsible' in Mon-
tana. T.Th• Conat t for northern Idaho
and Moitala. il this refard Is striking.

Thirty-tive fires caused in Idaho, or
6 per cent of tQtgl,

One hundred and fifty fires caused
in Montana, or 11 per cent of total.

Summing up the causes, railroads
staid first and lighining second with
campers, settlers .ad others following.

The organizaetio to hgndle fire pro-
tection on 23,O0q:,006 ja'r during the
past season was s oys:

Permanent biatnaiouri.. 304
Temnixorary ai0Oilnates..... 491

S1n•tgenoy,, emBloyeie,.,,,0o,a30S
lnd 0tur4, ro t•r S•a•n of 1514:

e n1at year-long o oifn•ia-

J2 Fry allpointtii, May to
tiub2er .......... ... ,.w~:... 110,225

ge ip$.c and fire-
ti i ...i................... 4$8,006

Iamproveenits .................... 50,00

Total .. . .................... ....$,030,88
Total cost per slere, .045.

Tia. Armuy.
.Temporary laborers employed•. as

so+WS by•-th pa, o ls rn 1914, w..*

1 i'o esal ia treein 1914 were

dlucem'o6i

grve believe ;th at ' bQ *n
btilders should be p timb
suc~h landse r '+eai t
landa with proper t s to At
th8 sate of suh limbe

by requiring. ettt leer the jan
as fast;th'e ti i ut, ,a n
the area of such eWje is
vrteased the pa) z 6 the
from the sales .of r i
will autematicali
government fdU ae 13iof
cutting the timber ' reuIt
lands, we believ,'
from the .vaie oi - 1e shgt4t
be use to ueW t fi * i'n lkr.
Ing the lhri, b it to land
niade by a 9omzisnioir Dreuehtinv. th
forestry depattmen t e public at
idrge, and ihe iIldiv1i settler'

forest service. i4.1910 tidr e in
vse 600 pack horses,,none • thich
owned by the 'fdrest e41~0ie. I• is
clear that the major posIn of' the
transportation used in fir l work • tl ut
be owned by the governiept e fot~'eia
regions as northern Idaho idi; tthIt
western *Montana, if the 'fire lita'tiho
is to be handled.

Little Regular W6riP
Regdlir work was badly • e

accouit.of the'tires. The ete bt
howevei, a total of apprb• . i. n .
miles o t'ellbphdAellfnes ni t S;
trail. The. equipping of n of the
lookouts with buildings lephoie
connections wip ompl
of approximately $50,0001~
to September 30. w i

An interesting compari$ ro-
i ross, which had ,much to • j. the
showing madd'thi5 year te
acreage per fire down, ig.~

Trails cohsti~ueted ki 8ti ;,731
miles; in 1914, ;.,304 mile t *
oing 1i0 per Cerat increa '

-Telephope Ies In 191 ,a I
e1914, .3134 i a m e. Reprees tn .. n in-

crease of 248 per cent.: •.

NuibtV.of Fjres.
Eighty-two pir cent 'f s4.5 firos

were put out undpr 1 _,O-d `tries
sub-divided ittidao sse e t4 oi:

Class A (less than onx urerare)
1,152, or 67 per cent.

Class B3 (on4-quartep `atik to 10
acres) 487, or 25 per cei -:

Class C (10 acrles or e 88, or 18
per cent.

Total, 1,975.

omprnarati Fi i
1910 . 194

No. of fires ....1,582 O , '4,075
Total area
burned; ri-
'ate and pitl-

lic, acres....... 2 ,2,7290 i k $
Average' area
lie r f re .......... 1,723 e rth a,
MITerchannitable "' : ,
timber dFl..
tslroyed, 1,l ft.
:, M. (Co).. 6,134 d005 88, #A871

Other ........ . ,84'1 818 fi 8
Value of nier-
chan;,tab o

tihtu9er brad,
Government 1,440.75r 1*S
Other . .9.. ,10 3ji 1
Value repro,,
4uction (G.)• 800;8• ,7 0,i9
'Other .......... . -

Idaho by fret 4e.
war4epu for Vtoltion tro

i~and wa: rntiasb #o

t fr 'the .puros bltendsied4
w *4 c i*bAt at. 44

:>re :to

j~~ge*.

trenger a:ll the time 1ad better c*
stallited.

ii eefirtL s e '11i

Th4 det on W~lf oftr fieritptt~
-that of Ging and repo tingst t

W fhet aeyto a in ettr iHr a
ofefi ieay Wft so it Ota-tro fikwic bag to do wit h l1) the prvepafagressfng, or l tting out of Mtnts

e lookquta worked admirably, and
a Wtere gh li; about ae *a

they cecurred4. it .aw o ahy
shown that lookouts were a active foristr. hap~sh ao nyiAPl S~ I1 baias nod t oh file timeriven wheys
;he ter ?fl thky l , p' rgi it the w ad

ist Ahtriyvarifai drf th e kai, awn t
ir W6 then facrt t 4atL re$nr at.t

the d~y.:c:srt~e~dtidhs6 'i7Th~ ~asri 4U`~foire teiti g must le ow Atare basiarynd only 18 per: tabo e

a ofpiched batt there spyds
nowut sptrilthe'f nc o ft#tenenpor ar lght,
hires aibe t a ianded m 1 uilrcey et or.or five men in ech fare a lt. 4 t iWich
willthe overheapod rmnedisay to dieact thei
canbe detecbroughtis ins. Thirs t' te le-
phonrm te linesof d tirait defis and coh

m2ining canjnia,~ et3~Oa, c~i*~: ie :.d i s a
ijecon in8 ~e and the O~ii~~r4L~r frp

sty I bI~'C~i5 the ''t~h1?d iiW~ di~Een~i. Ae u ore dethiealtcal stwen dy''
is necksaary becaus t oe o n its rency,
ad mst lffiencuty to m t

tnow, is psepoed fore ano torailta-
btndpoint eo rdeandte th usually .befof

Iprotection along the following lineas:the aovsignerhead neceto ire dtdirectnt ther
can bie bntrought, in.tu dws t ele
phone lines and t re oraiils, iti gandalining camps), etc.,..e'le; e!sa"seconid line and thte ,riajfm've~ipn~ nrew~ tneUodAb a* E4~ J qt :a e l nbbr thral l e defese

A more detailedanlytial study o

Ititt probabl Patrolse
It is proposed frot an org4nization

thpree hundred iit:standpoint torkedu4e the wri of fire:

pocktet edition ii.fimsi *i tre~ijj'lt*reprons issued, raloingth tol g lines(1)best pracvtinces (2) detectionli.

Tihe saane m~~~i~j~*iJa5r i~t~t ~s0al1
oft the ii~6e in ~t91.:~~~i ~i~gi

rol them (4) finances. .A al man will;thbe assigned the fire 3dgtecton and one

saL~0; and left 14d 1tid~ tteoalto.ire control, stua ibi , e atl oltbemsing heA the organizatihns and -de

liss hich were foUgE;h~t t~i~ pn~8~st s*4if

'si * tie*hksfo L Jt l:Tveloping new manethosi and newi fimset Central suptly ditn, wt r gestablished at vortos in't #1 Ar
eistrf fires and ib lat 4 Kito E}

tll and asrp.kn I .t which vtlt* 
stored compit beeding q nti te`;

ithree hundired men, l.i e arrknged Wald D3adfi R k f tt ! brthibz Wttii.
Formes of order b .lab or# rules, a .,
will be worked ou t f or field usee sari s

pocketi edition Manual t e str

tions issuedbringin up to ate thebeat practices knoW,
Fa~t lM istaks..

The samie mistake t Warimad `.n son dof the- fires in 1814 hich wy t e,i
oil "them in 1910. Th4 ,mea h}gti
they had the fire 'under ,o tolj oand
sate; and left It withetbu 'i (atceat
patrol force, a big fire at 4 loiter ;ates

'being' the result. some ,of the largept)
Ffires Which were fought tit'*"fi at -sed,.
soft betathe,.ik sWoy totst f tht .refp.
Thle average man gradually becomhq
used to tighting fare ,n L, > re-tt
,,ort i of: fires and is. lacnaid to allah
r>a is th6 .canger, It lis th e Od: ease;o
taan rity breeding... ntni), $'va
yo iAble is becoming leesn t"ls
mant ill not usuall mi

ore, 1 an once, It is tht dsn
tiqwe Which must, be .Wat ; abthd
pusaieded against: constanrtly, Sapecma~lly

a 4 a diatl66 "lieett for a coa k
xpreh el v6 terminoloif '- ci M ,gi .i
tectlion farms; for eg ;4 weeds'
"rla and; ' aaard, i' n"o"ea
trol," "htsetro",1t rtb Is t a f
err`t a lioctiath on ie , ~ teg

to wedit ce, thit aUct ool .A
tiset terms are -need wth Y "a

riety of t:,h

Probabt the , .I t;

'igsen he > ,r r

treatenae

ti':
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in upte onty l ereXu my piinn he ot?' a iiabi


