IN THE ODD CORNER.

QUEER AND CURIOUS THINGS
AND EVENTS.

Birange Cases of Disappearance—Re-
markable Mysterles the TPollce Have
Had to Solve—The Mystery of Dremous
—Tmiialng Horses to Fave Fire,

The Teopt and the King.
The tale I sing 15 a song of =pring,
And I= true beyond o doubt;
The plavers arve Miss Clava Carre,
Myself, Uncle Jess and a irout,
"T'was Clara's wish to take a fish

From the bridpe across the brook;
B0 1 rigged her a lue, both sireng and
i

e,
And bedied her Limerick hook.

With a spring and a snap a speokied old
cha
Snatohed the balt and made the lne
slngs
I gave hor A shout ab the sight of the
Lrout,
And Clara dropped her ring.
We scarched for day
We i pnd dra i

We sifted ooze, but

In short, we never found If.

Many a tront was talken out

OFf the pool where the siream was
erosged,
And epened with ecare. but ne ring was
thers,

And we gave it up for lost.

"Twasz a year, T guees, when Unele Jezs
Caught a big trout on the fly;

It was plump and round, and welghed a |

pound,
And he brought it home to fry.

, His eves shone bright as he told, that
hight,
Of the ring lost o year ago;
On the very spot wh his trout was got,
And never found, high nor low.

“Now what do you think?" asked he with

a winle;
I Bet you never eoull giess
What in that trout.” “Tha ring!"
th shont!
Nothing but in‘ar *aald Jess,

L and Biream.

Blrange Caszes of Disappenrance.
The numerous mysterlous disappear-
anees which have been reported te the
polics in tha past few w in this
country recall some ret e eages
that occurred a few years ago in Eu-

repa,

One of these—the dizsappearance of a
Chester governess—bears a striliing re-
semblance to a famous eaze wiich oe-
curred In the ralddle of the last cen-
tury., A domestic servant named
Ellzwheth Canning suddenly digappear-
ed from her home at Aldermanbury
about 8 o'clock on the firet night of
1758, There was not the sllghtest
clue to hor whereabouts, and every
gearch made for her was In vain. Spe-
cial prayers were offered in churches
that the girl might return to her home,
Four weeks passed, and then, on Jan.
29, hungry and half- elad, the glrl
knocked at her mother's door. She told
an amazing story Lo the effect that
ahe had been carried off by gypeies to
a lonely house, where ghe had been
starved and cruelly trealed by an old
woman, and at length Lwo gypsies were
arrested. They appearcd before Hen-
ry Flelidlng, the novelist, who was at
that time a magistrate at Bow street,
and were afterwards sentanced at the
Old Bailey—one to be hanged, and the
otlier to be burned in the hand, The
lord mayor was, however, by mo
means satisfied as to the truth of the
&irl's story, and eaused fresh inguniries
to be set afoot. The whole town was
moved, and the people were aplit up
into “Canningites” and “Gypsyltes,”
Just as France is now divided over
the Dreyfus case. It created as much
excitement throughout the eouniry as
the Tichborne case, and ultimately the
girl was trled at the Old Balley for
perjury. The gypsies were get free,
and after a trlal of eight days, in
which thirty-seven witnesses on one
slde contradicted twenty-seven on the
other, Elizabeth Canning was trans-
ported for seven years, DBut nobody
ever found ont where she had spent
those four weeks,

The disappearance of the Archduke
Johann, of Austrla, la, perhaps, the
strangest story in the strange annals
of the Austrian eourt., Thers are
those who believe the archduke to be
allve today, but his fate will probably
remaln a mystery. He married an op-
era singer In London, in spite of the
fpet that he was a nephew of the reign-
ing emperor, and set sail from Liver-
pool for South Ameriea,in a ship which
he bought and christened after his
wife, The veszel was reported from
Montevideo, but since that time noth-
ing has been either heard or seen of
the archduke, He has disappeared in-
to gpace, and although repeated
gearches have heen made by order of
the Austrian emperor and the Hun-
garign government, no news has been
received of his whereabouts since,
many years ago, his ship was seen at
Mentevideo. His mother, who dled
not long ago, belleved at the time of
ber death that her son was still alive,

The cireumstances surrounding the
disappearance of Sir Arthur Curtis, a
Hampshire baronet, are very pecullar.
He left England with a gold mining
party bound for Klondike, and disap-
peared from the camp after some tri-
fling dispute about the cooking, He
left the camp on fool, without food or
weapons, at a place fifty miles from
any other habitalton, A thorough
search was made, but no trace could
be found of the missing baronet, and
Lady Curtis has obtained leave to pre-
sume that he Is dead. But it ls quite
within the bounds of possibility that
the baronmet may walk Into his house
one of these days.

Tralulng Horses to Face Fire,

In the British army the four-legged
recruits gre drawn up in a ring round
an Instruetor who fires a plstol, Some
take the flash and report very quietly,
and thesge are soon passed on to severer
trials, whils the nothers have les-

son  after leseon until they are
quite convineed that thers Is n
danger to them, and before long

you might fire & T-pounder within.a
vard of them and they would hardly
look around.  After this they are
taught to face fire—that is to say, to
Hop Pearlessly ip to a line or square
of infantry, blazing away with their
rigles, and Lo charge batteries of guick:
firing guns, Of course, only Dblank
cartridges are wused, and so to &
trained horge eoing Into battle for the

first time thers is no difference be- |
| tween the harmless thunder of the ma-

ueuvers and the death-dealing storm
which sweeps over a battlefield, The
fearns what the differ-
Litter experience,
powder came into
found that In many
h would face

cages horses whi
sinoke of guns

withoul flinchin
al the flash and roap unaecompanied by
smoke. Continental oplnion is some-
what divided as to the moral effect of
smolkeless powder on men and horses,
but the general canclision seems to he
that in daylight it is not more terrify-
ing than hiz powder althongh some
held that to see men and barses struck
down by an iavisible Rgency
necessarily he so,
agreed that the use of smokeless POW-
der at night has a much more disturb-
ing effect than that of the old powder,

heeause the flashes of the guns, unob- |

seured by smoke, are a great deal more
vivid. The fear thus inspired can, how-
ever, be overcome by trajning; but
there is another fear which must, in
the nature ol the case, be felt for the
first time on the battlefleld, and that
is the often uncontrollable terror pro-
dueed both in men and horses Ly the
whistling of bullets and the screaming
and hanging of shells, Some authori-
tles have, Indecd, satd that since the
intreduction of smokeless powder and
the great increase in the range and ac-
culacy of weapons, it wonld be impos-
sible to keep cavalry in hand under
the fire of modern artillery, but this Is
rrobably ac e geratlon,

The Myatery of Dreams,

On an occasion during the civil war
I ned that [ was standing beside
a road when there pame marcging
along It o strong eolumno of prisoners
with guards, at jutervals, on the flanks,
I asked one of theze gunrds who the
prisoners were and where they had
heen eaplured. He informed me that
they had been taken In an engagement
with the enemy on the day Dbefore,
and that there were nineteen hundred
of them, I then asked some bystander
what day of the month it was, and
was toli that it was such a day of a
cerfaln month, some six weeks later
than the daie of the dream. The whola
dream was extremely distinet, and 1t
made a sirong impression on me. I
related It to a number of my ¢om-
rades within the next few days, and
then thought of it no more,

8lx weeks later, on the morning of
the very day that had been mentioned
in the dream as the dats when the eol-
umn of prisoners had passed before
me, I was on pleket two mlles distant

from the point where I had seemed to |

be when T saw them. It was soon after
breakfast, and I was standing by tha
side ot the road at the fire, talking to
the oficer of the plcket, when an alde
to the commanding general eame rid-
ing down the voad, He had been a
schoolfellow of our officer's at West
Point, and reined up when he TECOg-
nized his friend. He told us that he
had good news, that there had been a
sharp engagement with the enemy the
day before, and that our people had
captured nineteen hundred prisoners,
who had just passed the headquarters
that morning on their way to the rear,
—New York Post,

A Stenographer's Feat,
From the London Telegraph: Con-

eerning the stenographle prowess of |
the late Thomas Allen Reed, whose |

death was recorded In these columns
yesterday, a correspondent sends a
curlous anecdote, The late shorthand
writer was once on professlonal busi-
ness in Liverpool, and stayed in the
same hotel as Charles Mathews, ihe
actor. The latter had appeared
“My Awful Dad,” and after the per-
formanve he strolled into the smoking

roum, Having heard of Mr, Reed’s ex- |-

pertnes: as & note taker Muathews
challenged the reportor to jot down
certaln passages from the character ol
Puff in Richard PErinsley Sheridan's
“Oritie.” Reed expressed his willing-
ness to have a try, Mathews, who waa
one of the best “patter” speakers on
the stage, began to gabble the lines
with slartling rapidity, and the other
strained every mnerve to follow him,
When the test was finished Reed,

whose notes, despite the terrifie speed |

at which he had been writlng, were of
neat and legible outline, merely In-
serted a vowel mark or two and hand-
ed them to an assistant who was called
into the room, and who transeribed
the characters with but few mistakes
backward!
thought it posible, Mr. Reed!" wag ths
astonished Charles Mathews’ eomment,

Eleetrie Power In Mioing,

The application of electrically trans-
mitted power to ore-crushing mills,
situated at the mines is regarded as
working almost a revolution in some
mining operations. At the Sheba guld
mines in Africa, water power is trans-
mitted by wire for a distance of five
miles, and an enormous saving in the
cost of milllng the ore has thus been
effected. In a mountainous country ne
ather means of conveylng power Is
comparable with a flexible copper wire,
whieh crosses hills and valleys, amd
winds one way or another with equal
easn,

Gen. Bhafter has a wiother, James,
who is a sheriff in Iiiinots.

must |
But jt is generadly |

“I should hardly have,

- NOTES OF THE WHEEL

MATTERS OF INTERST TO DE-
| VOTEES OF THE BICYCLE.
Century Runs and the Collins BUL In
New York Towns— Baid Will Endeavor
Retain  His  Title—Hlots
| Trade.

ta for the

i Century Runs and the Collins T3l
Century, double century, and triple
century runs bave for some years heen
a feature of eyeling Hie in and aboeut
New York city and other New York
i‘lo\vnﬂ. Hinee the recent passage of
| the Collins bill to lmit athletle co
| tests to twelve hours' continuous duris
certain Interested individuals have
to gpeculate regarding the le-
lity of organizing and participattag
in euch runs lereafter, These centu-
|1"lf‘5 amount to more than ordinary
club runs, sinee medals and prizes of
| gome value are offered to the winners
and to all who complete the one, two
or three hundred miles within the time
| limits set. They bLring out sometimes

and all ages from the immature youth
to the venerable white-haired enthu-
siast,

| While there is no reason for con-
demning the century run per se, there
iave been many phjectionable features
in some of these runs, and their elim-
Ination would be for the elevation of
the pastime of eyeling in the eyes of
the general publie. If, then, the Col-
| ling measure can be construed to cover
Lhese conlests there will be small cause
| for regrat, It would have the effect
| of shutting ont thoze women and chil-
| dren and aged men who have too fre-
i guently fizured in them, ridlng through
| rain and mud and finishing after twelve
| hours or more of exhausiing exertion
In a state miserable to behold. Any
| eyellst who is unable to ride 100 miles
over ordinary country roads in twelve
hours ought to be excluded from such
8 contest,

| There iz apparently nothing in the
i new law which will prevent any indi-
vidual from going for a road record
,over any distance during any length
| of time nor to g nt crdinary club
rung of 100 mi or mare organized
solely for the pleasure of the ride.

The Voldares.

James Valdare, of this team, is one
of the oldest trick hicyelists now he-
fore the publie. He was born in Den-
| ver, Col, in which city he made his

first appearance on Dec, 25, 1897, as
| one of the Kennedy Lralhers, In No-
| vember, 1883, he branched out alone,
jand eontinued with his single act until

May, 188, when he married Bessle
Carle, a non-professional, at Willkes-
barre, Pa. After practicing two weeks
| Mrs, Valdare made hey first anpearance
|un the stage with her husband, form-
| Ing the present team, at Holvoke, Mass.
| Since that date they have appeared in
| all the principal vaudeville houses in
| the east and were with Tony Pastor's
road show for three successive seasons,
| In October, 1896, they appeared at Ham-
merstein's Olympia, this eity, for eight
| weeks, after which they went to Lon-
-!don and opened at the Alhambra in
| December and eontinued at that hall
until April, 1887. They played at all
the leading halls in England and on
the continent for two years, and re-
turned to America in November, 1898,
opening at Kelth's Union Sguare, New
York and afterward playlng Weber &
Fields' music hail and Proctor's
houses, also in thls eity. They were
to have returned to Eurcpe In Febru-
ary last, to apen In Cologne, Germany,
Mareh 1, and flll other engagements,
but the {liness of Mrs, Valdare prevent-
ed them making the trip, During the
current month they will play the Or-
pheum clreuit. and the middle of May

THE VALDARES., _
they intend to sall for Australla,where
+ they will fill a six months’ engagement
with Harry Rickards, They return to
Europe In February, 1900, where they
are booked for twelve months.—New
York Clipper.

Boeuhours-Walters Team Wins.
A large crowd of spectators was at-
| tracted to the Parc des Princes track,
| in Parls, by the announcement that
Bouhours and Walters, respectisely
middle-distance champlons of France
and England, would be team mates in
the fifty-kilometer paced tandem race.
| Four teams took part In the event,
paced hy eight electrie tandems, At the
gtart Champion and Digeon took the
Jcad and galped 100 meters, Bouhours
pud Walters hringing up the rear, In
| she twelfth kilometer an accident hap-
| pened to the tandem paeing Champlon
i ind Digeon and they lost 200 meters,
!

100 or 200 contestants of both sexes

|
|

{into the lead agaiu.

but & new motocvele was put in and
In the next two laps they were pulled

in the t:
out of the r
the Eothon
front and ste:
until ar the
miles they

nty-firat kilometer put them
race for good, however, aml
1 Walters went to the
lily ineveased their lead
of the the thirty-one
ahe

who . i
7 minuies, or a
little more than 1:50 per mlle,

the ehampion eyt Jwill

defend 1L le this year, Bald [3 the
cham of Amerlca. He has held |
this title four years, and it is the al-

Lempt Lo retain the honor that has led
many to marvel at his wonderfual vital-
ity and urance, Never in
of cyele
1 such form a

dig-

s work lhas been phenom-
ler of the

enal
cyeling o
undlaputed

s Lhe won
iz

champion

rider. In the fush of manhood, un-
marked o he Inroads of time and
training, | man stands the ideal ath-

lete, with his gauntlet still In
arena, whers he shied it when he first |
mountei Bald fs in |

excellent preliminary
training demonsirates that his speed
for which he 13 noted has
him,

Racing cyelists in Canada will

LEDDIE BALD.
they will be permittea to rige at Ca-

nadian Wheelmen association
Each rider will be ass d 50 eonts by
the racing board. The lcenses will bea
sort of jdentification card, and will, it
ia thought, put a stop to “ringing”

which has been go prevalent In late |

Years,
Angus Meleod, the

anadian profes-

sional cyvelist, of whose speed every
Canadian interested in cyvcling s
proud, iz des of meeting Hddie

BRald, Tom Cooper or any of the lead-

ing United States professionals in a |

match race.

Value of New Zealand Trade,

In spite of the fact thar tue native
Maoris do not take kind'| 1o the hi-
cyele, the velume of cycle trade tran-
sacted by New Zealand dealers |5 very
extensive. Moreover, the country huys
cycle material and parts In consider-
ably quantities and the small maker
does a thriving busines In the eyes
of the Maoris, the bieyele {8 the latest
inetance of the white man's folly,
leading medi
township has declared with unanswer-
able logle that “the man who rides a
horse and shoves it along with his foot
is a fool, and might as well waig,” The
saying is accepted as wizsdom by the
tribes, for the Maorl holds that exer-
tion of all kinds I8 an alomlination,
and that exertion which {8 not neces-
sary for the primal necds of existence
is self-exposed folly.

To {llustrate the value of New Zea~

land as a forelgn market, it may be |

stated that during the first three
months of last year 1,955 bicyeles were
imported, valued at §97,815. Thig,how-
ever, shows a considerable decrease
Irom the correaponding perind for 1897,
for during that period 3,438 machines
were imported, having a total valua-
tlon of $194,190,

The four leading ports of entry are
Wellington, Dunedin, Lyttelton and
Auckland, Throughout year 1887
there were 11,486 machin mported,
Since 1804 New Zealand has taken up-
wards of $2,000,000 worth of eycle

. zoods from England and America,

Cycle Path Movement Growing,

There has been a rush In New York
to take advantage of the provisions of
the Ellsworth zlde path bill, the pre-
liminary stepz to the appointment of
sidepath commissions bhaving already
been taken by the wheelmen In twen-
ty-one countles. This bill requires

tke county judge, upon the application |
of fifty resident wheelmen, to appoint |

a sidepath commission to raise hy vol-
untary assessment a fund for the con-
struction of the cycle paths, which are
open sclely to the use of those who
have contributed to their econstruction
and bear the evidence of having so
done in the form of tags on the front
forks of their bicycles. In Pennsyl-
vania they are also pushing sldepath
work under the Parshall bill, but un-
der its provisiong the paths will be
open to all wheelmen, the expense of
construction being bhorne by a general
tax on cyclists. This cvele path legis-
lation is the newest feature of the good
roads movement,

Why Tommy Is Good,

Aunt Sophia—"And is Tommy a gosd
little boy at echool?’ Tommy—'‘Yes,
auntie.” Aunt Sophia—"And why is
Tommy a good little boy?" Tommy—
“'Cause it's better fun to sea the other
boys get a licking than to get one your-
gell."—Boston Transcript,
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Bizhop Ussher's chronol-

According to the divine, the world
was ol 4 B, ind  that
added leh have
elap , malkes

thousand |
caleulation

In reund numbers |
years on which the
| depends.  Some wayward “‘scientists”
have dogmatically affirmed that the
world has been wageing along a good
many more centuries than Ussher sup-
| posed, aithough there is a serions dif-
ference, it is true, in his matter be-
tween the astronomers and the geol-
ogists. Eo, after all, perhaps if Adam
| had been veasonably industrious, he
would have had time to accomplish his
ask, unless his brain had given way
under the strain. Most of us have
' such vague [deas ms to the meaning
of larger figures that it Is as well to be
reminded by o happy an illustration
Lhow many units go to the making of
a milllon. The only other conceivible
fashlon in whieh such Instruction could
be acquired is to become a South Afri-
ean “'boss" of mines and dlamonds, and
that process, much ¢8 we may desire it,
is, fortunately or uanfortunately, not
open to the majority of us.—London
Telegraph.

Purifled by Eleetrleity.

The value of electriciiy as a means
of purifying water has long been
known, but it is only recently that the
current has heen applied to clearing
water, In amall gquantities for house-
hold use. Buch a filter is shown here-
with, The ecurrent has, it i3 claimed,
the power of decomposing and destroy-
ing all existing micro-organisms, dis-

cage germs, noxious gases, disagreeable
tastes and odors. The water, upon en-
tering the Inlet pipe, is conveyed to the
top of the ilter,where it passes through
a very fine-mesh sleve, with a view of
catching the larger foreign particles,
and, after leaving the sieve, it Is
brought inte direct contract and foreed
to pass through two perforated metal-
lie plates, both charged with the elee-
trie current, which causes a thorough
| loosening and precipitatlon of the for-
| eign inorganic matter and the positive
killing and destruction of all live mat-
ter. In order to cleanse the filter it
I8 only necessary to reverse the stream,
as In the ordinary types of filters,

Beluting a 'honograph,

It will be remembered that Queen
Victoria epoke a mesgage of friendship
and good will to Emperor Menelek of
Abyssinia after the recent victory in
the Soudan,

The message created a narked im-
pression on his majsty., The roysl
words were delivered on a Sunday, the
Iphouogmph warklng excellently. The

| been =

p Lo |

| being about

dueed with remarkable clearness, and
Menelek was so pleased that nothing
would zatisfy him bul to hear the mes-
sage at least a dozen times. First he
wonld Hsten to the words as they cama
from the trumpet of the phonograph,
and then he would use the ear tubes.
When his curiesity and dellght had
ified, he relapsed into solemn
sllence and ordered the royal salute,
and remalned standing while seventeen
guns were fired, ' Menelak himself has
saze by the phono-
ciates the diffi-
r & satiafactory remrq.
ntan,

Era
o

Turalng Wine Into Water,
wi i wit is by ne
but it re-

urning )

quires liitle ontlay 1§ 1inery, ete;;
in order to make wat A
| glnes pickle bottle is required, and the

ontslde of 1t he covered with pa=-
pPeEr or painteod i Yo also requira

walnut and a few feet of very thin

fill y jar with water
the hottle tightly with
wrge cork, through which two holas,

ihe glass tub-
Divide your tub-

enc vt

ave been b

to thres parts  and place one
through the cork into the hottle, hut
not tonching the Another part
s to pshed | the cork and
into the cer id, Now take

. and bore in the
w.l hnle and affix 1o
f tubing which

. 'Fhe other
hole In

p af the
touehing t

ilar

T is to be pushed through
aving ahout one-guarter of an ineh

protruding from the bottom of the
shell, as shown in the diagram. A
second hole {8 now to be cut in this

shell and the plece of tubing in-
wn in the illustra-

uld then be gealed

third
Ry

tlon,
up with wax,

Now, if zome claret be gently poured
into the shell marked A, the alr {n the
botile will foree the water up the other
tube Into the shell, B, where it will
find its level anid run out of the third
tube. Thus wine iz poursd into the
Lottle and water comes put, The bot-
tle must be coated with black or paper
in order that the water inside 1a not
seen.  In the jllustration an ordinary
glass bottle is shown in order to clear-
ly define the arrangements of the
tubes,

Walking on Water,
There is a man in Berlin who sur-
& onlookers by ex ting himselt
on the River Spree. He uses
wiater shoes, not unlike snowshoes they
twelve feel long and ne
broaitler than his foot. The shoes are
however, not hroad pleces of wood, bul

hallow zine eyl tapering to #
point at each end, the feet Leing strap
ped to the centers.  Along the bottoms
of each shoe tive sguare flaps are hing-

tey the length of the
af the fiaps allow
rard but not for-
aves ane fool
ter the flaps

ad at right a
shoe, Tha hinge
them to bend hack
ward, so that when
forward “through the
beneath that shoe swing back and le
flat, offering no resistance to the move-
ment, while the flaps on the other shog
remain vertical and resist to some ex-
tent the tendency ef that foot to slide
back. By this 1 ns, though every
forward step involves a slight slide
backward, he shullies along with sur-
prising gpecd and safety.—Philadelphia
Tlmes,

el

Halr fireen as Griass,

In the distrieta surrounding the cop-
per mines of Cornwall, Cuba, Chile and
other places where the ore s abun-
dantly found a curious sight is ta be
seen in the shape of men with hbair
that iz quite green. This Is not, as
might be lmagined, a fashionable fad,
but the grave result produced by the
men's gurroundings. The erude ore, in
order to secure a more marketable ar-
ticle, 15 roasted In enormous [urnaces,
and 1t is some gtrange omanation from
the smelted copper that effects this
chemical change In the halr of the
miners and turns it as green as grass,
Investigatlons have proved that the
fumes from the furnaces eontaln a cer-
taln quantity of arsenical matter, and
this causes the startling change, al-
though the texture and growth of the
halr suffers no injury.—Philadelphia
Inguirer.

Dollar Watches Popular,

Abtout 175,000 dollar watches were
eold by a slngle firm of manufacturera
lagt year. TLe same firm estimates
that the sale for this year will reach
a milllon, This is a pretty good ad-
vanee from the figures of 1894, the first
year that the dollar wateh really dawn-
ed upon the country. The firm scld 30,-
000 that year, The price of the wateh
is surprising enough, but the really
astonishing thing about it iz the fact
that a guarantee goes with the time-
plece. A dollar watch is one thing, A
guaranteed dollar watch is another.
The dollar wateh {5 feally an evolution
of the small clock,

In his younger days Lyman J, Gage,
secretary of the treasury, waa ap ath-
lete, and could lift a thousard pounds,
—Philadelphia Press,

| tonee of her majestys volce were repro-



