
One Inventor's Fantasy.
"A distinguished scientist has seri-

ously suggested the sinking of boilcrs
deep enough to use the heat of the
earth as fuel," said a prominent en-
gineer of this city. "That sounds
rather fantastic, in view of the fact
that a depth of 12,000 feet would be
necessary to boil water, but a scheme
of the same sort was urged with great
energy back in the '60s by a Wash-
ington inventor named Forian. If my
memory is correct. Forian was a man
of considerable means and a mathe-
matician of ability. The internal heat
of the earth is supposed to equal about
one degree to the 100 feet of penetra-
tion. but he claimed to have discover-
ed that the percentage was very much
greater and increased in compound ra-
tio after a certain depth was reached.
He- figured out an elaborate table and
proposed to sink a huge shaft with
accumulators at the bottom from
which unlimited steam would be
supplied to the surface. All that was
needed was a few million dollars' capi-
tal to pay for the digging and the
plant, and he immediately set to work
to raise the amount.

"It is a striking commentary upon
the short memory of the reading pub-
lic that this singular enterpri.e.
which attracted so much attention at
the time and was the subject of almost
unlimited newspaper notoriety, should
now be practically forgotten. Forian
succeeded in interesting a number of
people of wealth and formed a joint
stock company, but meanwhile h:s
calculations were assailed by scien-
tists and it was shown pretty clearly
that the figures were incorrect. He
replied withd4freat bitterness, and the
consequences was that the scheme
went to pieces in the shock of contro-
versy. What became of Forian I don't
know. If the problem is ever actually
solved, I suppose he will be fished out
of the limbo of cranks and visionaries
to take his proper place in history."
-New Orleans Times-Democrat.

ANOTHER HUDSON BRIDGE,

Secretary Root has signed an official
document approving the plans for the
new $G0,000,000 double-deck Hudson
river bridge. This great public Im-
provement, which has been long need-
ed in the effort to rehabilitate the com-
merce of the commerce of the port of
New York, will preclude any further
delay.

The structure will run from West
New York across the Hudson. It will
have six tracks for steam railroads on
the main level and four trolley tracks,
a roadway and pedestrian and cycle
paths on the upper deck, constituting
the most complete bridge structure
ever planned. This bridge is a combi-
nation of the suspension and cantilever
principles.

The cost of construction is estimated
at more than $1,000,000 per mile. This,
of course, does not include the orna-
mentation of the boulevard and the
carriage approaches and stairways for
pedestrians and bicyclists, all of which

are matters of detail to be considered
later, and which may be elaborated ac-
cording to the generosity of the city.

Lightnling's Deadly Holt,
When we come to make calculations

on the prospect of our being killed by
lightning we soon discover that the
chances are in about the same propor-
tion as they are to the average citizen
suddenly becoming an heir to a mil-
ion dollars.

Statistics show that in the United
States the average number killed by
lightning is 312 every year. If we have
75,000,000 people in our country our
chance would then be about one in
240,000.

The greatest percentage of fatalities
Is among farmers. This is in all
probably due to the fact that they are
more oftep in open fields away from
taller objects which would naturally
attract the bolt.

During a storm It will be well to be
within a reasonable distance-say sev-
enty-five to 100 feet-of some taller
object that would serve as a conductor
for the immense charge of electricity.
It is decidedly dangerous to stand be-
leath a tree for shelter.

It seems that trees are relatively
the best conductors for lightning in
the following order: Firs, beeches,
pines, larches, ash and birch.

The majority of people are more
frightened by th'under than lightning.
It we study the philosophy of ight-
lag it is a simple matter to under-

stand that huander is only the report
of the bolt. This report is pro4uced
@wite similar to that of a gun. When
a harge ies fired from a pan it pre-
duees what might be termed a tempe-
rary vaouum and when the air rushes
in to IA it the report is heard. If a
man should be shot through a vital
part ia such a way as to produce in-
stant death he would not hear the re-
port. Neither will one who Is struck
by lightning see the flash or hear the
report, therefore one who sees the

lash need have no fear from the bolt.
It would require about one eighth of
a second for the rays of light from
the flash to be conveyed to and sensed
by the brain and befo:r t•an time the
light of life would be snuffedl out.

Further study of the rub.lict reveals
the fact that electricity passs so rap-
idly through the air that the friction
causes the air to be heated to a white
beat. This enab!es us to zee the track
is pursued. This rapid transit of the
bolt procuces a temporary vacuum a nd
as the air rushes togerh'r we near the
report, immediatsly or later In accord-
ance with the distance the sound must
travel.

PlREVENTS PURSE SNATCHINGO.

William Erki, of Pennsylvania, has
obtained a patent on the pocketbook

attachment illustrated below, which
serves to prevent the purse from being
casily snatched from the hand. The
device can be attached to any purse
in a moment, and is not the slightest
inconvenience to a lady when carrying
her pocketbook in her hand. When
not In use the guard folds inside the
flap, out of sight. The invention con-
sists of a flat piece of metal or a twist-
ed wire, which is fixed in place by a
rivet passing through a hole pierced
through the side of the purse. This
serves to hold the guard in such a po-
sition that it will project just beyond
the edge of the flap when in use, al-
lowing one finger to be inserted Ip the
eyelet at the end. The guard is al-
most invisible while in use, and is sure
to accomplish its purpose.

Cheaper Steel.
The work of lowering the unreason-

able prices demanded *for steel and
iron products was begun by the Amer-
ivan Steel and Wire company. The ex-
ample proved contagious, and little by
little other companies imitated it. Fi-
nally the big eastern manufacturers
of structural steel have followed suit.
They waited until rast week, because
they were in a pool and thought them-
selves free from the danger of com-
petition. So long as they had the
field to themselves they were resolved
to •eep prices up to the highest notch.

The Tarantula's Aerial Foe.
In Mexico and our southwestern

states the dreaded tarantula has a re-
lentless enemy in the form of a large
wasp, called the "tarantula hawk."
Swooping down upon the hugo spider,
the wasp paralyzes him with a single
puncture from its sting, and then drags
its helpless victim off to be buried, and
to serve as food for a new generation
of wasps. The wasp will even open the
trap-door of a tarantula's nest and slay
its enemy in his den.

SCIENTIFIC JOTTINGS.

On a recent scientific test, a worker
in metals succeeded in drawing a pen-
ny out into 6,700 feet of wire.

People marvel at the mechanism of
the human body, with its 492 bones
and sixty arteries. But man is simple
in this respect compared with the
carp. That remarkable fish nmoves no
fewer than 4.386 bones and muscle
every time it breathes. It has 4,320
veins, to say nothing of its ninety-nine
muscles.

Printing of books with Braille type
for the benefit of the blind has made
immense progress in England within
the last few years. The Central lend-
ing library of Birmingham has no less
than 500 books printed with Braille
type. This extensive library compris-
es the works of such favorite authors
as Shakespeare, Browning, Sir Walter
Scott, Tennyson and Ruskin. The
Plymouth public library has also a
similar collection of about 250 vol-
umes, and numerous other libraries
throughout the country possess simi-
lar collections for the entertainment
of those deprived of their sight.

An inventor has hit upon a method
of putting stone soles on boots and
shoes. He mixes a waterproof glue
with a suitable quantity of clean
quartz sand and spreads it over the
leather sole used as a foundation.
These quartz soles are said to he flex-
ible and to give the foot a firm hold
even on the most slippery surface.

One of the greatest difficulties to be
contended with in the practical appli-
cations of liquid air is that of keeping
it for a length of time. According to
Carl Linde, small quantities may be
preserved in well exhausted and silver
double-walled glass vessels for a rela-
tively long time. One liter of liquid
air requires for its evaporation in such
a vessel about fourteen days. The or-
dinary sheet iron vessels used indus-
trially, holding about fifty liters and
covered with felt or wool, allows but
two liters to evaporate hourly. 15x-
periments are being made with a view
of building large double-walled and
sLvered sheet iron holders, and it is
expected that holders will be eoa-
struoted in which the evaporation will
be not more than 1 per cent per hour.

The coal production of the world
amounted to 660,000.000 tons for the
year 1898.

he witnessed the other afternoon.

-I-

hawo women boarded the open trol-.

There is a man in this town who is
marvelling over the long range and
the sharp range of feminine eyesight.
HLi surprise is due to a little incident
ha witnessed the other afternoon.

Two women boarded the open trol-
ley in which he rode and took a seat
directly in front of him. One was fat
and spoke in a soft gurgle; the other

was thin, nervous and sharp-voiced.
Having finished reading his paper the
man noted these things in that idle,
trivial spirit which seems to possess
the average trolley rider.

Presently as the car whizzed along
he saw the two women turn quickly,
nod vigorously toward the sidewalk
and hail some one there with an eager
"How do you do?"

The car went buzzing by so fast
that although the man glanced invol-
untarily in the same direction, caught
only a flitting vision of pink-clad girl-
hood escorted by a something in trou-
sers. But in that sixteenth of a sec-
ond the two women in front saw! The
man is wondering yet how they man-
aged it.

"Was that the young fellow Marie
is engaged to?" asked the fat woman

ot her companion.
"Yea, John Blank's son. Fine look-

ing, isn't he?"
, "Well, I never saw him before, but
he struck me as being too thin and
gawky. But that sort of hat makes a
man appear like an overgrown school-
boy. Marie looked as though she
thought he was pie."

"I should say 'she did! By the way,
hew that girl has improved!"

"Yes; she looked better today than
I've ever seen her. A new dress does
so much for a woman."

"Why, that wasn't a new dress.
That was the pink organdie she wore
so much last summer. Don't you re-
member it?"

"Was it, really? It looked different
to me, somehow. Hasn't she changed
it a little?"

Yes, I noticed she had put in a
tucked yoke and sleeves."

"It fitted her well, but I thought the
deep shade of pink about her throat
was rather trying."

"Well, Marie never had much color,
you know, and a pink htt does bring
out the yellow in a woman's skin."

"But those French roses on that Tus-

AN AUTUMN WAIST.

( TALIHT-WEIGHT FLANNEL, OUT WITH VERY SLIGHT FULI,
NESS AT THE BELI., FINISHED WITH TUCKS.

can straw were exir bite. She never
got those for a penny."

"1 lshould say not. She's an extrav-
agant creatlure. As she bold up her
skirt I saw she wore a new taffeta
simply lace bobcehbs. Rufm•e and ruf-
fles--."

The man in the rear hlinked his
eyes.

What sort of X-ray penetration be-
longed to that sex, any way?- Dorothy
Maddox in the P!ii'adelphina Inquirer.

Importaenl of Cheer-tul,es.

"Laugh and grow tat," is a proverb
that is worthy of being made a part
of one's creed for daily living. Pro-
verbs are merely eplitomes of human
experience, and that particular saying
commends itself to the oblervant
mind. A laugh Is complex in its work-
ings, but direct in its result. It has a
physical movement, causing the ar-
teries to dilate and the flow of blood
to hasten, thu• pro;, iug an increase
of vital Iprocesse and a mental action
through stimulating the blood vessels
of the brain, says the New York Trib-
une.

DOTTED PINK MUSLIN.

i'

-.

In combination; black taffeta belt,
black ribbon on the bodice; skirt laid
in tucks.

To 5Remove Stains

To remove grass stains soak and rub
the spots in wattr and cream .of tar-
tar.

Sprinkle salt on a wine stain and
pour hot water through it until it is
gone.

Fruit stains may usually be re-
moved by pouring boiling water
through the stain.

For mildew, wet the spot with lemon
Juice and expose to the sunlight. Or
soak in water with chloride of lime,one
tablespoonful to a gallon.
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TL'ho ( < orge %V;ttdh lglon 'ric'lk.

IIero is an ex 'ellnt trick, which
can be executed with little diflitul:y:
The perrformer has a number of F. il;s
of paper on hi tall;, and he :irks at c-

eral persons to cal! out the Ilrne of a
faimous man. As Lie names are cii ll I
out tih in;rformer writes thimr down
on selparate slipal folds ea"ch flipt, and
irolps it into a haL.. V•'htln t• l or
twelvw 1a nlws have ha•i (ca!h.li tIn

performe"r shakes thie hat, utixing ti'
clips, andi has one drawn by siorre in
in the audience. Tht' name is tn t+l.1
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protlintent person, say (boirng W\':ttl
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a match or a toothpick, or with a );i
of damp soap, painted finr. ''tlt hw

does the plerformenr know what i''nt"
will hbe chosen?" you salt. Sminu lv hte-
cause only one 13mne is ;to dI. ()n or i;i
slip, as the audience ea!•ls off the v"-
rious names, he write~ the word-:
"George Washing'on."' Il a group of
celebrities the name of George Vahi-c
ington is almost certain to be men-
tioned. As the hat contains slips on
which are written the same nameo there
is no question as to what name wii!
be drawn. The rest is easy. At this-
time names of presidential candidatet;
might be called for. In like mannur:
Hnames of animals, birds, trees, flowere:
or the names of countries can b1e rust (i

Poor Iloueboat Plow.
Thl.re will be a poor hrouseboat show

at Henley, near london, this year, as
only about a dozen boats have been al-
lotted positions on the course. The
war has been blamed ftr. this, but lhe
chief reason may be found in the re-
tention of the rules which prevent the
subletting of boats after places have
been allotted by the conservancy, thus
:lispensing with the speculative owner.
Last year these rules brought the
numl'er of houseboats and launches
on the course down to fifty-one, and
this year there will be in all s~nder
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A Gi .ft r;tn Thtnckcray.

At ia in a p; ty atL the IBaden-
Po l~, i ;, i, l: c. : ..: not yet. w e years
•ld, th( :: •inig all le(i h'arned and
I::- iru : t ii lin , yi :h as Buckle

;'l' V !, , ' 'th ; y w a s h a n d in g
, 'rs-. "i i olvf in to dinner when
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tl: ftu•' :•c'out, and the young gen-
tlcini, :,s was his wont, was just

ac'anriiling i0o a l 'l.irto, when Thaek-
('ny. i: :, I' l , ii Ili,; Oi:lc•et, produced

a tl w shilling tandl said in his caress-
ing oic(,: "There, little one, you shall
have this shiiling if you are good
rtnd runl awaty."' ile carri'>d that shil-
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.. I,.al,:i'r posse• ions.-London

Cityt Ni. rljd for Huntlngtoni.

The prlspel'ous nd(l growing city of
liitir.tngton, W. Va., was named after
thlt, ate Collis P. Huntington, who pro-
jectedl th place, and some thirty years
ago 'purchiased thy' land upon which it
is situated, lit' subsequently, conveyed
the property to the Central Land com-
pany, a corporation in which he was
chief stockholder and of which he was
special receiver at the time of his
death.

New "Swimmin' Hole."

The pastor of a Baptist church in
Emporia, Minn., was attracted by a
noise in the sacred edifice while pass.
ing the other afternoon. HIe entered
and found three sacriligeous young-
sters using the baptismal font as a
swimming hole.


