
ielb Wies Natuere HRes a ndwed
With leetrlei Batteetis.

When it comes to a consideration at
thee *hi are well-heeted i.leptct
themsela e aaint enemles, do not tor-
get the electrical fshes that run In thesea. Nature hag endowed these dent-
sens at the dsep with tatterlee Whieh
come in: right handily ii ovetooming
foee ow * 6h of their finny teighbors
upon wih"h tsey prey.

Probably the most di&eros is to thetotp•o•, a fish of the same family and
appearance as the rae. The torpedo
is a disk-like creat .requently at-
talninl a length of . feet and a
weight of 200 pounds. abound onthe Atlantic coast and. sometimee .fsh
ermen Who make them captive in their
nets a very sorry for it. R.oeklesly
handled, the torpedoes quiikly wreak
vengeance on their eoptors. The shock
they give is treltendoug And strong
men wh9 have fallen .their victimsa ave
often been knocked down and paralysed
for a considerable time.

In the fresh water: paticularly the
marshes and sltggish strais, of Brasil
and Guiana, there. Is to be found the
electric eel. This fellow is very like
the common eel which is found in our
own Amelrcaln Wati• as to general
looks. The dire -the presence
within It of the natural electric battery
--is a ttemeidois eaeon tholgh ' his,
says Dr.. R. W. Shutteldt in the Sclen-
tifie American, consists at two pairs of
peculiarly constituted bodies, passing
between the skin and the muscles,
longitudinally, In the region of the tall
--one pair being next to the back, and
the other along the anal fin. Upward
of 250 cells make up the structure of
one of these organs, and they all re.
'eive a very generous nerve supply.

Now, when one comes to know that
an eel of this specles may attain a
length of fully six feet and posseses the
power of voluntarily giving a shock
with its battery at any instant, then it
will at once be appreciated what a truly
formidable creature, this fish really is.

Moreover, it hav g"a smooth, finless
back, the body for , entire length be-
ing of a dull bro~ish color above, it
becomes quite difficult to see it in thewater where it lies, especially if the
latter be stirred uqnd made muddy.
It is then that this past powerful of all
electrical fishes becmes thi, most dan-
gerous both to man ad eest. Violent
shocks and discharges. ctn.be given by
it, at will, both as.a amans of of offense
as well as defense, ai'd thede often re-
peated until Its enemy or prey Is dls-
abled or stunned;- oP, What has often
happened, sinks itot the water to be

erowned.
Examination of one of these electri-

cal organs has shown that in action it
is very much like a- galvanic battery,
with the anterior, extremity positive,
the posterior negative, and the current
only discharged at the point of contact
with an object. This has been proved
to be so powerful when complete that
chemical compounds are decomposed by
it, and steel needlemagnetized.

Miss Cecilia Loftus does not confine
her Imitations to' the stage. She has
made some "imit t pns of pictures" to
go in Oliver Her 's "The Simple Jog-
raphy," a joyou t avesty on school
geographies. ' :

Marion Crawford's - "Zoroaster,"
which has been 'alled one of the best
oriental novels ever written, and "Mar-
slo's Crucifix" h ae. Just been hnsued in
a single volume., Another ',anneancer
ment is that of a new edition of his
little book on "The Novel.".

"The Black Bag" is now the leading
best seller. Miss Ellen Glasgow's "The
Ancient Law" Is'`second; "The Shuttle"
is third; "The S eavers," by Sir Gilbert
Parker, Is fourth; "The Lady of the
Decoration" is fifth, and the last to be
quoted is De ' Morgan's "Somehow
Good."

George Wyndhlam, the ex-chief secre-
tary for Ireland, has written a book on
Sir Walter Scott. As a man, more than
an author, Mr. Wyndham extols the
good Sir Walter. "A man so brave, so
kind, so sensible that he encourages
our manhood and knocks the nonsense
out of us all."

It is an ineresting fact that the
Spanish men letters count on the
sale of their wOrk a great deal more
in South Amera han In Spain. Perez
saldos, the "Spais Dickens," and one
of the most' .at Spanishl writers,
sells In South * leca half a dozen
copies of eve ld td every one he
Sells in Spain.

Dr. Haydn Io n,-who has written
the new book for jnatried women to be
published soon uniler the title of "The
Wife: Her Book,? 41 London medi-
cal man. Somet t eas ago he start-
ed a new movln ntlii favor of home
health study ontribitting a series
of articles to popular periodl-
cals. Later , p blished "The Se-
cret of Good eIealt;' which, had an
enormous sale. ;i

At last Thomas Hardy has completed
his prodigious Napoleonic drama, "The
Dynasts," a work which has engaged his
attention to thi exclusion of all else for
years. Whatev n may be thought of the
lasting qualit "of t 'is wotk, it will re-
main one of t n er o nglish lit-
eratui•e it onl l• qna of its lsie,
while the lnte ta atr ' hlc iit
testifies must m nd respect. It is
In three partste glrsitrt was purb-
lished four y.ar.aco and the second
part in 1906) ahd 'coltaing njneteen acts
and 180 sceune while the number of
characters runs Into hundreds. Judged
by actual bulk. and .the scale on which
its characters 'are projected, by the
complexity and variety of its setting
and plot, it is erhaps the greatest dra-
ma known to 'letters.

His Contributions.
Missionary-Do you. ever contribute

money, for the heathen in foreign lands,
sir? Millionaire--Oh, yes. Both of my
daughters married foreign noblemen.-'
Judge.

8UNRIT!UThS 1705 MOI300
lmay of Them Have a Deleteslees

afeet Upon 1rSlth of smoker.
How would you enjoy a pipeful of

wood shavings saturated with a stron-g
solutlon of pepper as an :ft-di~dnner
smoke,? Strange as this- miy seem for
a substtttite for tobacco, it iv,. neverthe
less uSed. s such by Indiains along the
Alaskan coast, says Health. Their
mouths are often made raw by th:
practice, and the. eyesight of many Is
affected by the strong fumes.

It Is no uncommon practice among
farmers to smoke the leaves of the to-
mate and potato plants. While these
plants both contain a narcotic poldai
the smoking of leaves in moderation !i
harmless. lxsessive use, though, pro-
duces a heavy stupor from which the
smroker awakes with a terrific head-
ache and a feeling of utter exhaustion.
Insanity and suicide have often been
caused by the immoderate use of these
two weeds.

Rhubarb, beet and even garden sage
leaves are all smoked by. farmers, but
are perhaps the least harmful of sub-stitutes for tobacco.

In Jamaica "ganjah," a varlety 'of
indian liemp, is smoked by all classes
with terrible results. It is stated that
It was this weed that was used by the
leaders of the Indian mutiny to drive
the sepoys into the passions of raging.
mania which-they exhibited during the
campaign.

"Coltafoot tobacco" Is smoked by the
rustics in small country places In En-
gland and is called by them "the finest
remedy on earth for catarrh." It Is
simply a powdered form of the leaves
of the common coltsfoot, a plant found
growing wild In chalky soil, although
some say that it is injurious to the
eyes, and It certainly does relieve dim•
cult breathing.

In Sweden a weed found growing in
the hills, known as mountain tobacco,
is smoked in great quantities. Like
"coltafoot tobacco," It is powdered be-
fore using and causes the smoker to
become a mental and physical wreck.
Dried holly leaves, the bark of the wil-
low tree and leaves of the stag's horn
sumach are all smoked by the Ameri-
can Indians and are the least harmful
of the substitutes for tobacco.

"Indian tobacco" or the leaf of a kind
of lobelia is smoked extensively and is
extremely poisonous. "Tombekl," an-
other species of the lobelia largely
used in Asia, is smoked in a water pipe
and produces a decidedly unpleasant
odor. Those who smoke it regularly
becOme intensely nervous and- are sub.
idct to curious hallucinations.

AN APPARITION.
-A --- A A A A AA A . ----- - - - - -

In the old days, when Boston,
through her "plain living and high
thinking," was earning the laudatory
titles that have clung to her ever since,
a certain woman of advanced intellect
and character, who may be called Miss
Elizabeth Amory Pelham, came into
town from one of the suburbs to hear
a lecture on an abstruse topic. Her
friend and schoolmate, Mrs. Wellman,
who was a brusque, lovable body, neith-
er intellectual nor ambitious of being
thought so, also went to the lecture,
chiefly because everybody else was go-
lng.

About 9 o'clock there came up a
storm so violent that the lecturer and
his audience had to go home in a del-
uge. Miss Pelham stood in the vesti-
bule of the hall, talking to Mrs. Well-
man, and lamenting that she must
drive home that night, especially as
she had to be in Boston early the next
day to give a talk on physical culture.

"Why do you go?" asked Mrs. Well-
man. "Come roun4 and stay with me."

"But you're crowded," objected Miss
Pelham. "You've just been saying your
house is full."

"Oh, so it is, in a way; but I'll put
you in Lavlinla's bed. She's only 0, you
know, and not very big, and she's been
sound asleep now for hours. She won't
know you're there till morning."

Her friend accepted gratefully, and
In due time crept into bed with La.
vinla.

The next morning, while Mrs. Well.
man, who was destitute of "help,"
stood coaxing her kitchen fire, a little
white figure flew into the room and
launched itself upon her. It was La-
vinla, no longer asleep.
"O mother," she gasped, "there's

something dreadful in my room! It's
tall and big and it's got great long
arms, and it keeps waving them and
waving them over its head, Just like a
windmill, and it's awful !"

Mrs. Wellman pushed her away, and
shot a sulky damper into place. ,

"Go right along back and get dress.
ed!" she commanded "That's nothing
but Elizabeth Amory Pelham taking
her physical exercises."

A Quarrelsome Family.
Mrs. Edgerton Blunt-But why did

you leave your last place?
Applicant-I couldn't stand the way

the mistress and master used to quar-
rel, mdm.

Mrs. E. B. (shocked)--Dear me! Did
they quarrel very much, then?

Applicant-Yes, mum; when it wasn't
me an' 'im, it was me and 'er.

Coldly Considered,.
"-I, sir," remarked the self-important

statesman, "was never approached with
a proposition of graft in my life."

"That fact," answered. Senator Sor-
ghum, "may be a recognition of your
honesty, and then again it may be a
reflection on your Intluence."-Wash-
Ington Star.

Not Eligible.
"Didn't that new nurse come that I

engaged for llttle Mortimer?" asked
Mr. De Style.

"Yes," replied Mrs. De Style, "but
she wouldn't do. She had nothing but
blue dresses to wear, and blue, you
know, is only for girl babies; pink is
far boys."-Philadelphia Press.

The Quarrel.
"You call yourself a poet--and write

rhymes about the virtues of Peekaboo
soap?"

"And you call yourself an artist?"
"Well?"
"And make comic valentines.".

Cleveland Plain Deale

EZISUINO IO0 AN AUDIEIOR
It Is Often Perteaetery and Always

la Bad Tastse
"Now, just to illustrate my point,"

Betu contineed her argantnt, "when
Dord.nad I came awaytroither house,
and she was expecting .to be gone sin
months, her two brothali came lato the
Pullpan to bid us goid-by, and :• yeo
suppose they kissed hier .Not they t
They shook hands. I ti•buht it was
either Indiference or elit gb4dlevulous
self-consciousness on their part."
"Oh, not necessarily," Frances pro-

tested. "Like as not they had kissed
her at home when you didn't know it.
I've read .in some book or other. a de-
scription of a father meeting his daugh-
ter at a train and giving her the 'uw
nal perfunctory nip,' and I can't forget
the expression.. That's all public kiss-
,ing ever amounts to, anyway. At least,
it it's more than that, it's pretty bad
taste. To illustrate my point---"

Frances broke off suddenly, for the
lecturer had begun speaking ,at last, in
spite of the fact that many late com-
ers were still straggling in. From where
the two girls sat in'aside iacony over.
baliang the audience4oosm, they could
not help noticing how the confusion of
"moving along" and finding places down
below was annoying the speaker. They
could scarcely hear his voice.

One stout, dressy woman in a front
seat, who was holding a place for i
friend, was pareticularly conspicuous.
Elvery time she refused to allow any
one to take the seat she fluttesed and
twisted, and craned her neck to look at
the entrance to the hall, until she had
diawn the attention of every one with-
in range.

Betty had just nudged Frances to
look at her when the woman rose-
back to the platformp--and began gee-
ticulating wildly. The long-looked-for
had arrived; she was rustling slow!y
down the middle aisle, a majestic dow-
ager in black silk. As she neared the
front, the dressy woman, all uncon-
scious of the eyes upon her, left her
seat, advanced a few steps toward her
friend, and bending impressively, im-
planted a loud smack on her lips.

'"Oh " gasped Betty, as even the lee
turer caught his breath in the middle
of an unheard sentence; but Frances
whispered, half-choking with laughter
and triumph:

"Just so. As I was saying, to illus-
trate my point"-Youth's Companion.

Ma~im Gorky's autobiography, as
outlined by himself: 1878-Shoemak-
er's apprentice; 1879-patterp maker's
apprentice; 1880--helper in a steam-
ship kitchen; 1884-porter; 1885-
baker; 1886--chorus singer in an Itin-
erant opera company; 1887-street ven-
der; 1888-seriously contemplated sui-
cide; 1890-clerk In a lawyer's office;
1891-made trip through Russia on
foot-; 182--published first novel; be.
ginning of career.

Gerard Hauptmann's "flannele" has
recently been translated by an Ameri-
can, Mr. Meltzer. Mr. Meltzer reports
that Hauptmann is a poet with more
than the usual amount of temperament
and with a perfect horror of the com-
monplace.

Once in speaking to Mr. Meltzer as
he strayed (rather than walked) down
Broadway, he said: "In many ways I
am not unlike a child. If I saw a cake
in a baker's window which was denied
to me, in some moods I might be cap-
able to doing an injury to myself."
Had Hauptmann been an Eddie Guerin
or a Pat Crowe he would, of course,
have been capable of injuring the
baker.

Tolstoy's eightieth birthday is to be
celebrated next September. Mr. Car-
negie is to give a half million dollars
for the buying up of the copyright to all
of Tolstoy's writings, so that the world
may profit freely by them. Yet we
were under the impression, says the
New York Evening Post, that Tolstoy
consistently refused to copyright his
books, at least his latest ones. "As for
the earliest writings, for which the
world cares most, he has repeatedly de-
clared that they belong to the class of
useless or mischievous literature with
Shakespeare, Dante and Goethe. Dis-
seminating 'Anna Karenina' or "Kreut-
zer Sonata' would be a dubious way of
honoring the master who repudiates
them." The honor might seem dubious
to the straitlaced or disingenuous. For
ourselves, we would like to have as
many people as possible made free of
"Anna Karenina" and "Kreutzer Son-
ata." They represent a Tolstoy to
whom no one is so unjust as the pres-
dnt Tolstoy, except perhaps, the Peck-
sniffs.

Who has interpreted Chicago in let.
ters? An answer is offered by the
well-known English critic, Charles
Whibley, in Blackwood's Magazine. Mr.
Whibley is an author of considerable
distinction as well as a person whose
tongue has a tang. It was his life of
Thackeray that received so much praise
some years ago. He is also the biog-
rapher of Pitt, and one of his nicest
services to belles-lettres was his com-
pilation, in conjunction with the late
William Ernest Hanley, of a book of
English prose, a rare and scholarly se-
lection. The two writers whom be con-
eaiders have expressed the social history
of Chicago are, as one might expect,
Miss Edith Wyatt and Mr. Henry B.
Fuller. Says Mr. Whibley: "That con-
siderable literature should come from
Chicago is of itself a paradox. It is
still more surprising that the best writ-
ers of Chicago should display tih quall-
ties of tranquility and reticence,- which
you would expect least of all to And
In that nionstrous city. Yet it is char-
acterlistlec of Miss Edith Wyatt and H.
B. Fuller, who have painted the man-
ners of Chicago with the greatest skill,
that they never force the note. They
look up their fellow citizens with an
amiable sympathy; they describe them
with a quiet humor. It is true that
they have excellent opportunity. It is
true also that they rise to the occasion.
Within the limits of Chicago are met
the most diverse of men."

A lazy man makes a strenuous effort
to s how Uttle he can accomplish.

WHAT THEY REALLY SAID.

lime-Wore Myths DispeUdll by Man
Who Reads Poetry.

In his dream, the poetry reader was
surrounded by a flock of children, says
the. Cleveland Leader. He recognised
them at once. They were characters
in familiar poems. And the nan arose
and said: "Come hither, little ones,
and tell me what I. have long wanted
to know." And they came hither. And
the man said:

"Tell me this. All the real children
I have ever known talked prose. And
not very good .prose, at that. Honest-
ly now, did you talk In rhymes? You,
child.-dld you really say:

"You must wake and call me early,
Call me early, mother dear,-

and so on?"
"No," confessed the child. "That

was Mr. Tennyson's story. What I said
was, 'Ma, now you set the alarm clock
for 6. Won't you, ma? Now, honest!
I'm a-go'n' ter be May queen !"'

"And you," went on the man, turn-
img to another little girl. Did you ad-
dress your erring parent in these musl.
cal numbers:
"Father, dear father, come home with me

now,
The clock on the steeple strikes 2?"
"Naw l" responded the infant. "I

went to th' fam'ly entrance an' ham-
mered on th' little winder where ladies
rushes th' growler an' th' barkeep
stuck. his head out an' says, 'Where's
yer can, kid?' An' I says, 'I wanter
see th' old man.' An' out comes dad,
stewed to th' eyelids, ian' cusses some-
thin' fierce. And I says, 'Say, pa, you
better beat it fer home. It's after
closin' hours an' ma's havin' a fit.'
That's all ther' was to it."

"Did you," the reader went on, speak-
ing to a starved-looking Infant with red
halr-"did you ever say:

"Give me three grains of corn, mother,
Only three grains of corn.

It will keep the little life I have
Till the coming of the morn?"
But the child shook her head. "Divil

a wan o' me iver talked po'thry," she
said. "I was hungry, d'ye moind, an'
I says 'F'r th' love o' hlven,' mother,
ain't there no praties lift? It's starvin'
I am! An' she says, 'Sorra a praty.'
An' I yells I'k a banshee, I'm that mad

But the dreamer woke.

The Tartar lady uses a slice of onion
to perfume herself.
Italy leads the nations of the world

In the matter of theaters.

The Canadian farmer works from
twelve to sixteen hours a day in the
busy season.

A very good horse can in ten hours
go sixty miles If the vehicle Is light
and the turnpike good.

The art of glove cutting requires
great skill, and in France some of the
best workmen are paid $100 a week.

The wife of a farm laborer near
Exeter has given birth to her twenty-
second child. All the family are alive
and well.

It is difficult in England to grouse an
interest in the preservation of forests
because of the universal substitution
of coal for wood as fuel.'

Freckles may be hereditary. Cases
of freckles all over the body are men-
tioned. Food is not supposed to cause
them. Sun and wind make some faces
freckle.

Dr. H. Campbell Thomson of Eng
land has been making use of the cine-
matograph in nervous diseases, taking
pictures at the rate of sixteen to the
second, showing the movements of the
patients.

Municipal pawnshops have been
opened in Pekin for the relief of the
residents who have been heretofore the
victims of extortionate private estab-
lishments. The city charges are 15
per cent, while they have been paying
50.

The coal supply of the Philippineb
has been found to be much larger than
was anticipated and of a uniformly
good character. It is stated that a
large vein crosses the entire group of
islands and it has been clearly traced
in one vicinity for twenty-five miles.

A girl named Gordon, working in a
iaundry at Ballymena, Belfast, Ire-
land, was caught in a machine by the
hair and completely scalped. A doctor
ordered her removal to a hospital. The
scalp was also taken there, and Dr.
Davidson succeeded in sewing it on.
The girl is alive and making good
progress.

Little Mrs. Hunter had heard so
many jokes about the brides who
couldn't market successfully that she
made up her mind that the first re-
quest she made of the market man
would show her to be a sophisticated
housewife. "Send me, please," she
said, "two French chops and one hunw
dred green peas."--Judge.

Temehlns the Drumnmer.

It was the custom in the days of our
old navy for the men to bring to the
mast all the wornout articles which
were to be inspected, handed in and ex-
changed for new. The drummer had
applied for so many drum heads that
the commodore felt sure he was being
imposed upon. and one day set himself
to watch while the band was playing.
As one rattling martial air followed an-
other his anger increased perceptibly
until be broke forth in uncontrollable
rage :

'There, now, confound you! I see
why you use so many drum heads.
Don't drum In the middle of it all the
time. Drum all over that drum, I tel
you !"

A sure sign.
"Oh!" exclaimed Miss Gusch at the

Art exhibition. "Here's a clever thing
in oil-'When the. Cat's Away.' It isn't
signed; I wonder who painted it--"

"Evidently a woman," replied Mr.
Shoude. "Look at the mice; see what
a ferocitous expression she has given
them.'"-Philadelphia P'ress.

The man who can say "yes" and "no"
at the right time has a suffclent com.
mand ot anguage.

"8ZADING MATJ" IN A PLAY,

form NIearlF Always MIsleading as
It Is Commonly Used.

What Is more misleading than the
general term "leading man" or "lead-
Blg woman?" In nine cases out of ten,
to describe the leading man is to de-
scribe the lover in the play, says the
Theater Magazine. In many cases he
is not the leading man at all in the
true sense of the word, and there is sel-
dom a company organized in which
there is not an implied conflict of in-
terests over this question. Broadly
speaking, the most important ch" ac-
ters in a play are the lovers and the
villain-I prefer "villain" to "heavy,"
and only regret that we cannot say
"villainness"-the character that is In-
troduced in every well regulated play
as the antagonistic force to suspend
the Interest in the foreshadowed hap-
py ending when the lovers shall fall
into each other's arms. But the lov-
ers in the modern play are not always
the leading roles, the protagonists; and
the love story often is but a shadow-
graph against a more imposing back-
ground of events.

In "Camille," Armand and Mdlle.
Gautier are undoubtedly the leading
characters; but in "His House in Or-
der" and "The Hypocrites"-to quote
at random-they are not. Yet the
young fellow who plays the lover com-
placently calls himself the leading man
-and why? In the majority of mod-
ern plays the lover is merely the light
comedian, the old-style walking gentle-
man and his sweetheart is the ingenue
-not the leading lady by any process
of sane reasoning. Yet these two
youngsters preempt an importance to
which impliedly you must doff your
hat in profound respect or be run
down, while the elder persons and the
better actors, who assume a much more
vital place in the events, are dismissed
with scant courtesy, as though they
were merely introduced to support
these simples.

A young fellow adopts a professiona,
career, and because he is "tall and
handsome" he is, in a year or two,
shoved into the part of the lover.
Thenceforward he walks Broadway
with a cane and white spats and calls
himself a leading man, while the elder
actor who has learned his business
from the ground up and plays the in-
trigant in the piece is pushed into a
subordinate position by general consent.
"All the world loves a lover," mayhap,
but it does not follow that all the
world loves a bhad actor in the role.
Booth, by contrast, made lago stand
out in brilliant relief, though Iago was
an arch villain. Assuredly Booth was
a star of the first magnitude and
Othello cuts a tremendous figure as a
lover. But If I were to attempt a
classification, I would call that actor
the leading man and that actress the
leading woman who managed to make
their parts the most vital element of
the performance consistent with the ob-
ject of the action or plot of the play,
whether they were the lovers or not,
and I would follow the German sys-
tem of calling the youngsters, whose
only function is to overcome parental
objections or other impediments to the
ultimate end of their joint happiness
-plain lovers.

FORCE OF IMAGINATION.

Story of an Odd Ineldent in a Dental
Hospital.

A remarkable incident happened re
cently at a dental hospital. A young
woman went here to have five teeth
extracted. Theanaesthetic decided upon
by the dental surgeon was ethyl chlo-
ride, and this was administered :,y
the usual form of apparatus. An i;!
dla rubber cap is placed over the pan-
tient's mouth and nostrils, and con-
nected with it is a bag into which a
sealed capsule of ethyl chlbride Is in-
troduced. By the turning of a screw
from the outside the capsule is broken
and the anaesthetic llberated. The
screw was turned, the patient went off
gradually into the usual condition of
Insensibility, five teeth were extracted.
and the patient awakened without feel.
Ing any part of the operation.

The whole case appeared perfectly
normal. Only when the young woman
had left the room and the apparatus
was being made ready for another pa-
tient was it discovered that the cap.
sule had by some Inischlince not been
broken at all. The whole condition of
insensibility had been brought about by
the self hypnotism of the patient. The
idea that an anaesthetic was being ad-
ministered was so strong in her mind
that she had passed into insensibility
entirely by hypnotic suggestion.--Bos-
ton Traveler.

A Tragie EIxperimnent.
Concerning pythons, the following is

a true story: A young lady in England
for a long time resisted her lover's on-
treaties to go out to India with himl as
his wife. She had a horror of the wild
animals she believed she might encoun-
ter there, eslpecially serpents, At length,
however, after he had issued a sort of
ultimatumn, he consented to accompany
him. She did not, however, leave her
fears behind her and lived in constant
terror of some day meeting what she
so intensely feared. Her husband did
his best to laugh her fears away, but
without avail. Then he resolved to try
more drastic mleans.

A hu•h pyvthon was killed in the
neighborhood of his bungalow. With-
out telling his wife anything about it,
lie ordered the reptile to be brought
into the drawing rooim and coiled up
as if asleep on the hearth rug. Then
he went out and called his wife, telling
her to go into the drawing room and
that he would join her in a few min-
utes. Soon after he heard a dreadful
scream. "That will cure her of her
fear of serpents," he smilled to himself
and purposely delayed his entry.
When at last he went into the drawing
room he saw his wife lying dead on
the floor, and colled around her was
another huge python, the mate to the
one that lay dead on the hearth rug.-
St. James' Gazette.

Pommlblllties of Proat.
"You couldn't interest that capital-

slt in your flying machine?"
"No," answered the inventor. "I con-

vlnced him that It was practical, but he
couldn't see it because there were no
provisions made for strap-hanging
passengers"-Washingtoia StgP

ThE NEW CHINATOWN.

Driental Quarter Arises on the Old
Bite in Ban Francisco.

San Francisco's new Chinatown
which has arisen on the ruins of the
Dild is ready for occupancy and is rap-
idly filling up with merchants and
tradesmen who were scattered to the
four winds by the terrible earthquake
and fire of a year and a half ago. All
niovements looking toward the trans-
fer of the Chinese to a less desirable
part of the city failed utterly, and the
new Chinatown has risen on the site of
the old, under the shadow of Nob Hill
and touching shoulders with the finan-
2ial district. In the first flush of hope
after the catastrophe several plans
were evolved for moving Chinatown out
toward Telegraph Hill or to some suit-
able part of the Mission district. The
site of old Chinatown was needed for
the expansion of the financial district.
One thing stood in the way of this part
3f the "city beautiful" dream. Chi-
nese firms and wealthy Mongolian indi-
viduals owned much of the property in
Chinatown. They were satisfied with
the site of their quarter. It was near
the big hotels patronized by eastern
tourists, and it was not too far from
the water front whence their goods
came, The Chinese refused to sell and
straightway set about rebuilding.

There is a reason why Chinatown
was rebuilt before the other parts oi
the burned area, even before Market
street had been repaved. The Chinese
property owners had no trouble in get
ting ready cash. They did not try tc
borrow from San Francisco banks or
even from New York money lenders
The first steamer to China carried long
letters describing the situation. Inll.
dlosed were drafts on the treasurer of
the company which backed the Sat
Francisco firms. The return steamel
brought the gold that was needed and
the Chinese could tell their contractors
to go ahead.

The building department and th
health authorities insisted that the neil
Chinatown be built according to lai~
and the new Chinatown has, of course
lost such picturesqueness as was found
In the dirt and the squalor and the
tumbledown effect of the old buildings
To offset this, however, there will be s
heavy gain in healthfulness.

Jackson Day at Chicago was a far
different affair from that of the New
York gathering. There the banquet giv
en by the Jefferson Club was the scene
of a Bryan love feast, in which 000 Dcemn
ocrats cheered riotously the words of the
Nebraskan.

Viscount Aoki, the retiring Japanese
ambassador, in an interview at San Fran-
cisco, declared in positive terms that
there could be no such thing at present
as war between this country and Japan.
tie said the questions at issue were not
such as would cause war and that all
the high officials of Japan were convinced
of the good faith and friendship of this
-ountry.

The Ohio Republican State Central
Committee at its recent meeting decided
to give the members of the party an op-
portunity to express by direct vote their
choice for a presidential candidate on
March 11, when delegates to the Republi-
can State convention will be selected
Senator Foraker has issued a statement
declaring that he will not abide by this
action of the committee.

The first open declaration of the con
servative Democrats of the East who are
known to be unfriendly to the candidacy
of William J. Bryan took shape at the
Jackson Day dinner of the National
Democratic Club at New York. Ex-
['resident Cleveland sent a letter of re-
gret, in which, after expressing his in-
terest in the success of the party, he
said: "Our country needs conservatism,
recuperation from nervous prostration, re-
instatement of constitutional observance,
buoyant, but none the less safe and pru-
dent, Americanism; scrupulous care of
every person and every interest entitled
to care, and a "square deal" that means
exact and honest equality before the law
and under constitutional guarantee."

After his return home from Washing-
:on Mayor Dahlman of Omaha gave to the
press a cdrrected statement of his much-
.iscussed interview with President Roise-
s-elt. According to this the President
said: "Tell the boys out West that this
financial panic is being placed on my
shoulders by reason of the position I
have taken. It this is true, it shows that
wve are on a rotten foundation, and it only
.ame a few months sooner than it would
have done otherwise, and it shows we
needed a housecleaning. You can tell
:hem also that I don't care what ex-judges
ae judges or ex-Governors or Governors
say about it." Mayor Dahlman says that
as this was spoken in the presence of
eight or ten other persons as a message
to the West, he felt free to give it out.

Secretary Taft, who will soon begin the
preparation of an extended report on his
observations in the Philippines, in a re-
sent interview expressed himself as highly
pleased with the progress already 'made
in the islands. Peace, lie says, prevails
throughout the Philippines to a greater
extent than ever before in their history,
and agriculture is proceeding without fear
from predatory bands. Ile finds the na-
tives receptive to education and to mod-
ern western conceptions of religion and
politics, and says there is no difference
between the educated and the ignorant
Filipino that cannot be overcome by the
education of one generation. The Secre-
tary thinks the people should not be in-
t~rusted with self-government until their
primary and industrial education is com-
plete, and this may require more than a
generation owing to a lack of fun ls for
educational purposes.

Menlngitis Cure Verlifed.
The numerous favorable reports con

*erning the cure for cerebro-spinal menin-
gitis discovered by Dr. Simon Flexuer of
the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Re-
search are now officially and authorita-
Lively verified in the announcement made
in the official journal of the institute.
While no claim )f infallibility is made,
:he results have been such as to prove
the great efficacy of the remedy, and Dr.
Flexner and his associates feel sure that
it will prove one of the greatest benefac-
:ions to mankind. The Board of Health
)f New York City has been co-operating
with Dr. Flexner in his investigations.
and it is said that the city lhas furnished
:he doctor with nearly fifty monkeys,
which animals were used in experiments
eceause of their anatomical resemblance
o the human race,

Old Favorites

Baby.

Where did you come from, baby dear?
Out of the everywhere into here.

Where did you get those eyes so blue?
Out of the sky as I came through.

What makes the light in them sparkle
and spin?

Some of the starry spikes left In.

Where did you get that little tear?
I found it waiting when I got here.

What makes your forehead so smooth and
high?

A soft hand stroked it as I went by.

What makes your cheek like a warm,
white rose?

I saw something better than any one
knows.

Whence that three-cornered smile of bliss?
Three angels gave me at once a kiss.

Where did you get this pearly ear?
God spoke and it came out to hear.

Where did you get those arms and hands?
Love made itself into bonds and bands.

Feet, whence did you come, you darling
things?

From the same box as the cherub's wings

fHow did they all just come to be you?
God thought about me, and so I grew.

But how did you come to us, you dear?
God thought about you, and so I am here.
-George Macdonald.

An Untimely Thought.
I wonder what day of the week,

I wonder what month of the year-
Will it be midnight, or morning,

And who will bend over my bier?

What a hideous fancy to come
As I wait at the foot of the stair,

While she gives the last touch to her robe,
Or sets the white rose in her hair.

As the carriage rolls down the dark street
The little wife laughs and makes

cheer-
But . . . I wonder what day of the

week,
I wonder what month of the year.

UNCLE REUBEN AND EDUCATION.

Old Man Told a Shrewd Story to
lluntrate a Point.

"Made ye squirm some, didn't they,
Cynthy?" Uncle Reuben asked, symlpa'
thetically.

"What do you mean, Uncle Reuben?"
(Cynthia returned. But under Uncle
Iteuben'squizzlcal glance the color came
richly. She had been acquainted with
Uncle Reuben all her life.

"I saw ye sort of wriggling Inside
wvhen Eliza Meadows talked about pre-
ferring music with a tune to it-so!ue-
thing ye could grip on to, instead of
sonatas and symplhonles-that's what
ye call them, ain't it? Eliza Meadows
has done more good than any ten
women ye'd be likely to meet; she's
clothed the naked and ministered to
the sick till it's grown to be second
nature to her; but after all, I dunno's
sewing and nursing and things like that
teach ye anything about music. And,
then when Elviry Pratt talked about
the kind of pictures she liked, I saw
ye get a holt of yourself. I was teal
proud of ye the way ye held in then.

"Education," Uncle Reuben mused•
-'must be sort of alarming anyhow
when ye first ketch it. I don't wonder
It's kind of upsetting."

"Alarming?" asked Cynthia. Hes
color had become normal again and
her dimples were creeping out.

Uncle Reuben nodded. "Yes, alarm
lng. Ye never can tell whether it's
going to strike out or strike in. If it
comes out free like measles, it's a
splendid thing ill round, but if it
strikes in ye never can see clear after
it. There was Henrietta Bond, now.
Before she went to college Henrietta
was as bright and likely a girl as ye'd
ever see. When she came home she
was all changed; seemed as if she
couldn't consort with anybody that
wasn't college-grown. She talked about
art and philosophy and biology, but she.
hadn't any interest in cooking and sew-
ing; found life terrible dull here-so.
dull slhe couldn't stay. So she 'vent
away. I dunno's anybody lamented,
her. That's what I call knowledge
striking in.

"Then there was Nellie Chester. I'll
own up I hated to see Nellie go. I
was afraid it would spoil her, like tlen-
rietta, but bless ye. she wasn't the
spoiling kind. Everything she learned
just seemed to make life more Intter-
estioa. I declare I'd hang round for
half a day when she was poking unsder
,tones for bugs--she made It all so in-
teresting. And she'd name ye rice
books to read. and when she played
she'd play your tunes and her mulec
both-one as easy as the other. I tell
ye, when I see all Nellie got out of It,
I understood that education can mean
about as many different things as there.
ire people that have it."

"U'ncle Reuben," Cynthia asked, "do,
you see any signs of mine striking in?"'
-Youth's Companion,

All tor Show.

It is a poor town which cannot boast
of something to the stranger within its
gates. The man in the anecdote related
by a writer in the Yonkers Statesman
was hard put to it, but he succeeded
In upholding the dignity of his native
heath.

"'This is one of our greatest show.
places," said the resident, who w as
taking a friend about his town.

"Why, It is only a vacant lot l" oe-
plied the friend.

"Certainly, but It's where the circus
always performs when It comes to
town," responded the proud citizen.

Visitors Make Paris Rich.

Visitors to Paris spend In that city
an average of $200,000,000 a year. Of
this sumi by far the greater portion
comes out of the pockets of Amerleasel
The average number of visitors to Paris
is 158,000 a month.

When a woman is getting the worst
of it In an argument with a man, she
says; "Oh, that's lust like a wan l"


