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"BIRUI CONTINUES
TO IN V MTIOATE."

From Montana Homestead, Sept. iS.
Under the above heading, the Valley

County News of last week has the fol.
lowing to say:

"This week we received another com.
muni,:ation from H. L. Birum in which
he wishes to justify the action he has
taken thus far as published in this paper
regarding the lower Milk river project.
He says those he has been showing up
claim he is doing so from personal and
jealous motives. In this communication
he gives some of his reasons for taking
the stand he has agalist the present
management of the ditch and says all he,
and the ranchers who are with him,
want are the several changes in the ex-
isting conditions and the same terms and
chance at the contracts that the present
contractors have and then they will all
dig in and put the ditch through "a fly-
ing." It was a physicial impossibility
for us to get the article into type this
week Ia addition to our regular work but
the following is the opening paragraphs
of the communication and will give
some idea of what Mr. Birum has to of.
fer in his article next week:

"The first seven miles of the ditch con-
tracts on the Malta-Dodson project were
let some time age and the people were
advised that the payments were to be
made in ALL SCRIPT, as per the ad.
vertisement in the "call for bids."

"H. H. Nelson, general manager of the
people's interests, or the so-called L. M.
R. W. U. association, has told with his
own lips (but not for publication) that
the contracts for the first part of the
work, where himself, (II. H. Nelson) B.
W. Brockway, John Survant, R. M. Traf-
ton and Andrew Davidson, were work.
ing, these men were getting PART
CASH and PART SCRIPT on their
contracts. He also stated that the people
can't atop this ditch now even if they
wanted to.

"The party to whom he made these
statements is a man of good standing and
he will make a sworn affidavit to prove
the statements if necessary.

"The rock work on the dam has been
let for all cash and H. H. Nelson, the
general manager, has got the contract."

It is untortunate that people will go

Into print before knowing the facts con-
nected with their subject. The above
article must be taken as a direct reflec-
tion upon the gentlemen named therein,
and is certainly unwarranted by the real
facts in the case, and unmerrited by the
people upon whom it reflects. As in-
vestigation of the contracts on file ia the
office of the Project Engineer under
which the work above referred to is be-
Ing done, reveals the fact that in no con-
tract can there be found any clause
where the contractor for digging ditch
can receive one cent in money, but must
take as his pay water certificates, that
clause of the contracts reading Ia each
instance as follows:

"a. It is understood and agreed that
no cash shall be paid for the work per-
formed or materials or supplies furnish-
ed, but in lieu thereof payment shall be
made and accepted in certifliates setting
forth the value thereof, which shall be
receivable for charges on land in the
Milk River reclamation projeot. in ac.
cordance with regulations approved by
the Secretary of the Interior."

It is certainly not supposed by the
people that such a contract can be so
easily twisted that government officials
having the matter in charge would vent.
ure to disregard the contract and pay to
she contractors cash when the contract
especially says they are not to have cash.
We can not bring ourseit to believe that
the people have so little confidence in
the government officials as to believe
that they would be evec guity of permit-
ting such work.

Probably what gives rise to the state.
ment is the fact that some of the men
working for the contractors and under
them, for wages, are receiving their pay
from the contractors part in cash and
part in water bonds. The contractors
certainly have the right to pay their
men in cash or in water bonds as they
choose as per their agreement with the
men working for them, and this matter
the government will not enter ito, be-
cause it does not concern it. Mr. Hi. H.
Nelson did makea statement to a party
that some of the men were receiving
their pay from the contractors in part
cash and part water certificates, and the
party who is willing to make the refer-
red to affidavit, certainly misunderstood
Mr. Nelson's statement.

As to the last paragraph, referring to

Mr. Nelsen as "the general manager"
having the contract for all cash, we dt-
sire to say that the contract for this work
shows Mr. M. O'Neill has this work and
no where does it indicate that Mr. Nelson
is in anywise interested. Beeause Mr.
Nelson and Mr. O'Neill were former
partners- on some ditch and railroad
work, and that Mr. Nelson has turned
over to Mr. O'Neill some of his teams or
working apparatus does not necessarily
ihdlcate that Mr. Nelson is benefitting by
this contact, and even if he did the con
tract is at such low figure that it is not
thought by others who figured on the
work that there is any money in the con-
trtact

Now, it is unfortunate that these
newspaper articles may be permitted to
continue, because they only serve to mis-
lead the people and cause them to lose
interest in the ditch. And everybody
who has been any ways closely connected
with this ditch matter is well aware of
the fact that it was only through strenu.
ous and persistent effort that the recla-
mation service was induced to take hold
and start work en this ditch at this time.
If the people continue to make these
mistakes in the fprm of permitting these
contentions, which to our mind, after
having carefully examined into the mat-
ter, are without foundation, we will find
that the ultimate result will be to retard
the ditch in this part of the valley, possi.
bly for several years to come; because
the government officials take the view
that if the people do not want the ditch,
and want it enough to permit the gov.
ernment to say by what plan it will help
the. people to build it, they do not have
to have it, and when the part which is
now under construction shall have been
finished, they will withdraw and leave us
down in this part of the valley as dry as
ever.

Now, if the people of this part of the
valley wants the ditch they must all pull
together and work, the one with the
other, in every way possible to keel)
work going on the ditch, and we must
leave off our faultfinding inclinations,
and not be ever ready to jump at con-
clusions and accuse others of mlsdoings
before we are fully acquainted with the
facts of the matter, especially before we
make an investigation of the facts.
Without this ditch for irrigation this

Continued on opposite side.


