Benton, Richest Town Per Capita in World

F ounded as Fort Lewis in 1843; Home of Cattle Barons; Head of Navigation

ORT BENTON, the oldest settle-
ment in Montana that over be-
ceme anything more than a trad-

Ing post, 1s the richest town per cap-
ita in the United States, and which
menns the world. Ite bank vaulis ara
falrly choked with money. They can-
taln enough te glve every man, wo-
man and child in this happy commu-
nity $2,000 each,

Fort Benton waa formerly the head
of navigation on the Misgouri. Thia
was In the days when all the west
was young, and the great state of
Montana had not come into being.
It was the home of the caitie haron
ia the free range daya, and ig still
one of the great beef producing cen-
ters of the state. Now the country-
alda around 1t 12 growing wheat, and
lotg of wheat at that.

Now Fort Benton i expending a
conalderabls sum in improving her-
gelf.

Along the bank of the Missouri
where the Indians who came to trede
formerly pitchad their tents and by
the three or four portions of adobe
wall still standing that mark the sgite
aof the old fort, a "great white way™
hae come into existence and ig being
rapidly extended.

60 New Hiectrolier Yosts
Now Being Installed.

Seventeen electroliers set up two
or threec vearg ago by the merchants
are being refitted for more powerful
Ughts and 60 new electraller posis
are being ingtalled. The Hghting dis-
trict includes all of Front street along
the river, comprising ten blocks. The
lamps are of the same type a8 has
been installed in tha yesidenca and
burinesg districts of Helena, Anacon-
da and Great Fallg,

For seven blocks Front Street is
being parked in a manbar that will
make it one of the most attractive
boulevards in the west. This work
alone, with the planting of grass and
trees and the digging of irrigation
ditehes, is to cost $22,000. Hereafter
Fort Benton will have the substantial
appearanee atd the attraectiveness of
the beat built portions of any town of
25,000 or 50,000 population,
$70,000 Being Spent
For Walks and Curbs,

Nine miles of sidewalk nnd curbing
are being put in at a cost of §70,000,
wiiile $27,000 is being spent for payv-
ing and %5,000 for grading . The
new gewer system is to cost $35,000,
and the street lighting system $6,000.

The effulgent light trom the scores
of electroliers is reflectad trom the
waters of the river, which here broad-
en out and flow more slowly and ma-
jestically than elsewnere glong the
upper waters of the Missouri, The
glow brings into reliet the great
bridge that spans the stream at this
point and the abandoned steamer—
the “Daby Hose”'—-that has ite berth
at the hank elofe to the doors of
one of the town's leading hotfels, Of
the new electrylior poste 26 bear
three lights, one five lights and the
rest one light of 100 candle power.
New Pavements of Highest
Type Used in Montana.

The new pavements are of the
highest type used in Montana—two-
ineh Bitulithic on a five-inch con-
crete base.  Moutana materials are
being used largely in the improve-
ments and the contractors and en-
gineers ' are Montana men. Al e
work except the strest grading and
gower system is being done by the
Two Miracle Concrete corporation aof
Great Falls, C. H. Kelley of Kalis-
pell is doing the cnpineering work
{neluding the installation of the sew-
er system, while Gerharz, Jagueth
company of Great Falls is doing the
grading.

For the last two ar three years the
general stores, lumber dealers, hard-
ware houses and other mercantiie es-
tablishments have carrled their cus-
tomers in the aggregate of between
$500,000 and $1,000,000, The city
{g the geographical center of the “Big
Grags” country formerly exclusively
occupied by stockmen,

Stockrenising ¥s Still
Imporvtant Industry.

Stockraiging is still an important
industry especially in the nearpy
Highwood mountains and aerds of
eattle are still driven through the
streets, but now this vast area tribu-
tary to Fort Benton is being gradual-
1y put under the plow and is produc-
ing abundantly

With the automobile and farm im-
plement dealers of Fort Benton it is
not a question of how many sales can
be made, but of how soon they can
get the shipments in to meet the de-
‘mand, With the farmer it is a ques-
tlon not of how much wheat he has
raised, but of how soon he can pget
the elevator to reccive his load.

Thia flourishing town is the direct
continnatlon of the old trading post
founded under the ausplces of the
American Fur company in 1843 as

Fort Lewis, and rebuilt nearer the
Teton river in 1848,

The second building in Benton,
however, waa not erected until the
spring of 1864, when Matthew Carroll
and George Sieele constructed a store
building of sawed logs, prepared at

rthe Fort Labarge mawmill., Several
! ather buildings went up the pame gea-
son and it wea then that the place he-
gan to apaunle the appearance of a
town. In the spring of the next year

he town was regularly lajd out ac-
cording to it preégent plan by Captain

W. W. Delacy, a ¢ivil engmeer, and
called Benton Clty. With the rise of
still other new hulldings, strects and
gquares hegan to be defined upon the
priitie bottom. The name thus giv-
en, however, refused to stlek, “‘Fart
Benton" it is called, except hy the

Fort Benton in Stagecoach and Stesnmboat Days.

“We'll Btick; and We’ll Win,”

This wag the appealing plogan
adopted by the militant organization
of Korth Dakota farmers when they
started out lagt spring to capture the
republican primarles. They wen in
the primarjes, and so kept the slo-
gan nailed to the masthead tor the
general election in November,

The vletory in the primaries wag &
gmaching one. The nitherto unbeat-
ahle machine crowd were swept into
the diseard. The majoritiea for the
farmerg had stuck and they had won.

Bome idea of the sweeping nature
of thia political revolution may be
gathered from the tact that it won
the governorship and atate offices,
the supreme court of three membors,
the railroad commission of a like
number, and a majorlty of the legis-
lature,

The overturn waea complele. It has
put the farmers in a state whera they
make up B0 per cent of the popula-
tien in absplute and undisputable
control of the agencies of state gov-
ernment, legiglative, judicial and ad-
ministrative.

Altracted Country-Wide Attention.

Bo amazing a& political chanoge of
course attracted eountry-wide ntten-
tlon. Many of the big eastern pub-
licationa gent out to North Dakata
their speclal writers to “lift the U4"
and tell what they saw underneath.

wag revealed a great,

soily knowing perfecily well
what ther wanted and gquite eonfi-
dent of their ability to get it ani
keep it,

“These other fellows,"” they de-
¢lared, “"have been rutining the game
tog long thelr own way. They have

Homesteaders Grow
Bumper Grain Crops
Far From Railroad

In the most of the newly set-
tled farming districts of the west
the growers of grain cvops have
followed in the wake of the
new railroads, hug the home-
steaders of northern Montana
have reversed the trend of devel-
opment and by making the prai-
ries yield abundantly far from
the nearest elevator have provid-
ed a frelght business that awaits
only the laying of the rails to
put dividends in the pockets of
the railroad huilders. South of
the main Hoe of the Great Nor-
thern from Cuthank to Havre
there are more than a 100
ranches over 20 miles from the
nearest railroad. These ranches
have given a vombined yield of
half a million bushels.

“Rill" Earl, who has a ranch
hetween Marias and  Goosebilly
25 miles from the nearest rail-
road, this year rvaised 11500
bushels of wheat.,

Throughout thils section talk
that started two or three years
ago of the building of an clec-
tric line to run south froan Chea-
ter is being revived. Homestead-
ers nnd other farmers say that
they are ready to double and
triple thelr acveage in wheat as
soon as they are assured of the
building of a new line to elimin-
ate the present 25 or 80 mile

haunl in wagons.

And when the 1Id was lifted there!
compacted, |
militant orgatlzatlen of tillera of the:

been making us play against loaded
dice and marked carde. We're not
only going to have a new deal, but
we are going to shuffle, cut end deal
the cards, It's been & good game—
for the other fellows.

“We produce by far the biggest
part of the wealth of the state. We
pay by far the higgert part of the
taxeg, Our expleiters live in  the
brown stone front, while we delve
and dig and pay. We're going to
pass lawe—and see to their enforce-
ment—that will glve the men and
women whose tail and capital pro-

duece the wealth of North Dakota a)

just and equitable portion of the

wealth, and with cach recurring ges-:
‘Wo want what is ocura by na-:
tural right, and we’re going to tale:

801,

it
Assessed the Farmer Members

There was the wigdom of astute
political genius in the methods by

which the greai revolution was
brought about, The loaders of the
farmers knew that the “other fel-

lows" were organized, und had plen-
ty of funds. 8o the cld iden of vol-
untary agsociation was pushed aside
ag futile. Organization plus money
was lo boe met with organization pius
money. This meant alse the printing
proas and widespread publicity,

Farmers who gigned the non-parti-
san pledge were reguired to pay a
memberahip fee—1first six dollars per
head, and later nine dollars. Before
the primaries had come mare than a
hundred organizers, each belng duly
compensated, were In the field In an-
tomohiles, When the first fssue of
the Non-Partlsan Leader came off the
press, 30,000 farmers had signed up
and put up their feps,

There wasn't anything of the Lit or
miss, either, in the plan of organiza-
tion. Each five organizers had 2
foreman, and in each county the fore-
men reported to a county manager.
These In turn reported 4o and woere

NORTHERN PACIFIC TO
GROW ITS OWN TROUT

SUPERINTENDENT TITUS BUILD-
ING HATCHERY AT MISSCULA;
BRED SPECKLED GOODIES,

It will not be long hefare Northern

! Pacitie dining cars will be supplicd

with trout frem the compapy’s own
hatehery, which ig pow heing built

at Missoula, says Hazen J. Titus, sup-:
erintéendent of the dining car service, '

“We plan to have geveral varielies!
of trout in the hatchery,” said Mr.!
cut-throat, |
mountain and eastern brook trout,.

Titus, *including the
and will eventuallly have the supply
large encugh to furnish from 1,500
io 2,000 trout a day for our diners

“It will be so arranged that the
fish will ke placed on the diners from
20 to 30 minutes after they are taken
from the water. We will have exper-
lenced attendants to look after the
finny tribe and balieve that the serv-
ing of trout on the diners will be &
ereat drawing card to have easlerners
visit the Pacific northwest.”

The Northern Pacific has its own
bakery in Beattle, where much of the

bread and pastry uged pn its diners is!

made. The company’s dairy and

poultry farm is located at Kent,
Wash, i

A Political Revolution in North Dakota

How Farmers of Neighboring State Won at the Polls

directed by the gtate organization.
Daily reports in writing were re-
quired, There wasn't any favoritism.
The only reporis that “went’ were re-
porta of success. Slackers and in-
competente werg brushed agide, re-
lentlegsly.

Publicity With the Lid OFf.

There was an equal amount of
good sensde displayed in the publieity
department of the League's cam-
paign, The farmers were net news-
paper men, but, unlike a great many
other folks, they knew it. So they
sent out and gathered a force of
‘high clags edltors, and turned them
looge on the “enemy’” without let
er hindrance. There were no
“strings’” on the publicity depart-
;ment. ““Get the facts, and print
Vetn,"” they were told, And get the
facts they did, The recerds of the
atate house, of the courts and at the
legislatures were ruthlesaly ran-
‘gacked, and there wae “pitiless pub-
licity" of the real mort.

The dailly press of North Dakota,
without o single cxeeption, fought
back. They were for the established
order of things, for the *‘let us alone”
policy behind which Big Buginess had
s0 safely and so profitably escoticed.

It was futile. The farmers who
had for years and so repeatedly “pe-
titioned for a redress of grievances™
otily to ba denied, had teken to “‘di-
reet action' politically, and were not
to be turned aside. “You haye
gaorned our petitions and derided
tha petitloners, until our patlence
hag Dheen exhausted, We know our
paower, and we are going to use lt in
our own Inferest—just as you have
been misusing the power wo have
heretofore given you. TRe stuff is
offE

A Nationnl Movement.

The virgs in this North
revolution seems to be both infec-
tioug and contaglous. It haa apread
intp the three stales touching that
state-—NMinnesota, South Dakota and
Montana. And the Fargo headouar-
1 lors of the league reports that thou-
sands pt letters are pouring in {rom
other agricultural states, until the
| demonstration promises to be natlon-

Dakofa

“wide.

| There have hecn many protest
| movements of American fa:rmers, but
ilmne comparable with this one. Tsu-
|ally the protests have heenn of the
i poverty atrieken tillers of the soil.
! They organized as  other pelitieal
parties were organized; but, unlike
cother polltical parties, the protesi-
o5 had no permanent form of cam-
paign funds. Without funds for or-
panization and pubdblicity purposes
these protest movements quickly
‘anguished and died.

But this league plan is different,
Ite philosophy is that benefiis can-
not came witheut they are fairly paid
for in effort and hard cash, Adding
thege to a perfectly well understood
program will make for permanence.
And perhape the league folks are
right: who knows?

The Amaorican fsrmer has always
been the great, steadying influence
in the nafion. As the gyroscope
steandies the movements of great
ships at sea, so ihe *farmer vote'
tins been the nation’s reliance in
times of great political stresa. Bup-
pose, in a country-wide sense, he
elects to take and to exercise that
power which is hiz, by law and hy
natural right?

‘What then?

S8AM W. TEAGARDEN,

railroad, which denominates it simply
“Benton."

$500,000 Worth of Robes
Shipped Annunlly.

Fort Henton alwayg has been a
busy liftle place. In tha earliest
days more than $500,000 worth of
rober and furs was ghipped annually
from thie point and before the trans-
eontinental rallroadd diverted the cur-
rent of travel several score steamors
arriveq and departed each year. Even
after the diversion of traffic its stores
continued to do a big business supply-
ing the cattle men.

ing rapldly in hoth volutne of busi-

Panoramic View of Historic Fort Benton, River Town, and Said to Be Richest Place, Per'Capita, on Earth

ness and population. - In the List year
prabably 300 persons have heen add-
ed to the nnmber of its Inhabitants.

In the geventies Fort Benton was
not only the trading center of Mon-
tana, but of the entire northwest, in-
cluding all of Canada west of Winni-
peg. When the Canadian mounted
police under Colone! McLeod in 1874
and 1875 undertook to drive the
American whiskey trader from the
western part of the dominlon, all their
supplies were received from Fort
Benton Now the town supplies the
farmera for 40 miles 1n 2ome direc-

Within the lagt| tions and for 20 to 20 miles in others,
three years the town has bheen peow-| Tt has thres

elevators and a flour

mill,

MONTANA PUPILS
RIDE TO SCHOOL

USE OF YEHRIHE.M TENDS TO OEN-
TRALIZE AND IMPROVE EDU-
CATIONAL FAUILITIES.

Libhy and Gersldine Schools Have
Purchased School Wagons and
nher Schools Are Following Ex-
ample; Helps to Po Away With the
“Little Red School House,"

Have you heard of the school wag-
on? It is the newest feature of rural
school life, It is a wagon, built
along the lines of a stage coach, only
not go cumhorsome, It is being in-
troduced to Montana by the General
School Supply company of Great
Falls. The schools at Libby have
purchased a car, and the people in
and arcund Goraldine are delighted
wilk their schoel ear. Inquiries are
coming for informatidn about the
gchool wagon from all pver the siate,
ang Lthe Great Falls concern has just

ordored anotoer car lead of these
popular vehicles.
Schogl Consolidation Certain.

With a first-class school in a con-
iral location, thus doing away with
the “little red schoolhouese,’' the pu-
plle get the benefit any city child
might obtain by attending a eity
gehool. School consolidation  jg
bound to come to Montanz, where
people are more progreasgive ln edu-
cational maitters than in many oclher
stutes, and the school wagon will do
its ghare towards Lhig deshrable end,

The General is the first school
supply comany to ncorporate in Mon-
tana-—and are the first people to car-
toad school furniture to Mootana,
This will prove a great benefit to rur-
#l school people as tnoy ean get their
muterial in short time, whereaa it
uged fo take them weeks, and some-
times months, to ship material from
the east.

Exhibit ut Missouln

-At the teachers’ conventlon in Mis-
gouly recently the “Goneral”  had
an oxhibii which proved that they
ecarry “everything tfor schools.!” The
exhibil won muech tavorable comment
for the Montana eolncern,

In addition to school wagons the
company carries a large  stock of
school desks, teacher's chairs and
general school supplies, such ag
maps, globes, charte, crayons, kin-
dergarlen material and “Lngy work."

Pupils Fight Fan Weed,

The Fergus county high school has
atarted a campaign agninst fan weod,
and leachers in rural eommunities in
the county are being asked to co-op-
erate.

JAMES BURLINGAME,
SENATE PRESIDENT.
ACTING GOVERNOR

Governor Samuel V. Sewart
hus Dbeen called east to attepd
the meeting of tho governors of
all the states.

Lientenant Governor W. W,
McDowell, whe would discharge
the functions of the chief execn-
tive in his abscnee, 15 also ont=
sidle the confines of the state.

Hon. J. M, Burlingame, scn-
ator from Cascade, and presldent
pro ten, of the npper honse, in
the absemce of these two offi-
vials, becomes acting governoy of
the state, and i1s in Helena, sit-
ting in the gulwernatorial chalr,
with his feet under the guberna-

torial desk, and his overcoat
hanging in the gubernatorial
closet,

MILES CITY AND
ITS HORSE MART

GROWN INTO GREATEST
PRIMARY MARKET IN
UNITED STATES,

HAS

More Horses Change Owners at Miles
Clty That st Chicago and St. Louls:
Federal Government Has Fstab-
lished Remount Station at Fort
Keogh, Near Miles.

It 18 a far cry, in time and fm-
poriance, from the moment some
15 years ago when A. B. Clarke con-
celved the idea of bringing the buy-
ers and sellers of Montana horses to-
gothor at Miles City.

The first sale, in fact the [lrat sea-
s0i's sales, were held in the Northern
Pacific stockyards west of town, and
“Mitch”™ Ball clerked the sale, ait-
ting on the highest point of vuntage
in order to escape the onslaught of
the historic "FUF" representatives,
who never missed an ppportunity to
cimb trees or telegraph poles.

Those were the days when a train
load of horeses could be bought for
a song, and the seller usually qid
his own singing. It was a discourag-
ing tight, but Mr, Clarke perseveraod
and pradually and surely the horse
rajsers of the entlre state became
convinced that Montana could raisn
the big boned horse as well as thoe
squealing, Lucking bronco,

Greatest Primary Market.

The years passed, and the fame of
the sale yards of Miles City under
AMr. Clarke’s management boeame na-
tion-wide. BMiles ity bucame known
ag the gteatest primary horse market
in the United Btates; more horses
changing handg thers from the orl-
ginal ownoers than even at the great
markets at Chicage and 8t. Louis,

Nine years ago Mr. Clarke died
atd his place was jaken by , B, Ing-
liam, a hores man from South Dako-
ta. He had visions of even a great-
er market than that which Mr.
Clarke had built up, so that during
the following five vears the A. v
Clarke Horee Sales eomnpany showed
bank elearance each ¥year of more
than g million and a quarter dollars,

At the death of Mr, Ingham some

corporated as the “Milcs City Horse
Bales Co.”

New yards have been added to the
old ones, a large amphitheater has
been erseted and today the eompany
wilh its headquarters ar Miles City
has branches in Ttak, Ovegon and
other western states. The  sales
yards at Miles City cover over ten
acres of ground.

The officers of the new company
aro: Ed Love, president; Luther Mil-
ligan, gecretary; Guy Crandall, man-
ager.

Government Remount Station.

In addition to this great publi
horso sales market there is just wesl
of this ¢ity the Fort Keogh remount
Btatlon, which iz in charge of Captain
Wintorburn, U, 8. A,

This remount station is one of
two of its kind In the United States,
and has for ite purpese the buving
and iraining of artillary and cavalry
horses for the United States army.
Hundredz of horses are bought by
the povernment each year and fatted
for service. This is one of the most
important warkets in the west for
animals suitable for “war horses'’

Would Build New Road.

The commissioners of Lewis and
Clark county have bren petitioned to
assist in the construction vf a good
wagon road from Helenn to the Smith
triver valley, It is thought that if
{ the county will supply half the funds
(the federal government will contri-
bute an equal amount under the n w
federal law.

thres years aro the company was in-




