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worthy of respectful attention and the 
claims upon our assistance by these inde
pendent communities will-be^«se|ully con* 
uidered. ; ;; . _ 

The long commercial depression In the 
United States has directed attentjj#itat» the 
possible ; 

INCREASE OF OUR FOREIGN TBADK, 
and the methods for its development, not 
onlv with Europe but with other countries, 
and especially with the states and sovereign
ties of the western hemisphere. Instruc
tions from "the department of state werels-
sued to the various diplomatic and consular 
officers of the government, asking them to 
devote attention to the question of methods 
by which trade between the respective 
countries of their official residences 
and the United States, could be mcst judic
iously founded. In obedience to the in
structions, examinations and reports upon 
this subject have been made by many of 
these officers, and transmitted to the de
partment, and the same are submitted to the 
consideration of congress in the annudl re
port of the secretary of the treasury oil the 
state of the finances. They present impor
tant questions for the action of congress, 
upon some of which I have already re
marked. 

THE REVENUES OF THE GOVERNMENT 
during the fiscal year ending June 30,1877, 
were $269,000,586.62; the total expenditures 
for the same period were $238,660,008.98; 
leaving a surplus revenue of $30,340,677.69. 
This has substantially supplied the require
ments of the sinking fund for that year. The 
estimated revenues of the curreni fiscal year 
are $265,500,000, and the estimat
ed expenditures for the same 
period are $232,430,643.72. If these 
estimates prove to be correct, there will be 
a surplus revenue of $33,069,366.28—an 
amount nearly sufficient for the sinking 
fund for that year. The estimated revennes 
for the next fisfeal year are $269,250,000. It 
appears from the report that during the last 
fiscal year the revenues of the govern
ment, compared with the previous 
year, have largely decreased. This 
decrease amounting to the sum of 
$18,481,452.54 was mainly in customs du
ties, caused partly by a large falling off of 
the amount of imported dutiable goods, and 
partly by the general fall of prices in the 
marketof productions of such articles as pay 
valorem taxes. While this is felt injurious 
in the diminution of the revenue, it in-
been accompanied with a very large has 
crease of exportation. The total exports 
during the last fiscal year, including coin, 
has been $658,637,457, and the imports have 
been $492,097,540, leaving a balance of trade 
in favor of the United States amounting to 
the sum of $166,539,917; the beneficial ef
fects of which extend to all branches of 
business. 

The estimated revenue for the next 
fiscal year will impose upon congress 
the duty of strictly limiting appropriations, 
including the requisite sum for the main
tenance of the sinking fund within the ag
gregate estimate receipts, while the aggre
gate of taxes should not be increased. 
Amendments might be made to the revenue 
laws that would, without diminishing the 
revenue, relieve the people from unneces
sary burdens. A tax on tea and coffee is 
shown by the experience not only of our 
own country, but of other countries, to be 
easily collected without loss by undervalu
ation or fraud, and largely borne in 
the country of production. A tax 
of ten cents a pound on tea and two eents 
per pound on coffee would produce a reve
nue exceeding $12,000,000, and thus enable 
congress to repeal a multitude of annoying 
taxes yielding^ revenue not exceeding that 
sum. The internal revenue system grew 
out of the necessities of the war, and most 
of the legislation imposing taxes upon do
mestic products under this system has been 
repealed. By the substitution of a tax on 
tea and coffee, all forms of internal taxation 
may be repealed, except that on whisky, 
spirits, tobacco and beer. 

Attention is also called to the necessity of 
enacting more vigorous laws for the protec
tion of the revenue and for the punistiment 
of frauds and smuggling. This can be best 
done by judicious provisions that will in
duce the disclosure of attempted frauds by 
undervaluation and smuggling. All revenue 
laws should be simple in their provisions 
and easily understood. So far as prastica-
ble, thp rates of taxation should be in the 
form of specific duties, and not advalorem, 
requiring the judgment of experienced men 
to ascertain values and exposing the revenue 
to the temptation of fraud. 

COLLECTION OF CUSTOMS. 
My attention has been called during th e 

recess of congress to abuses existing in the 
collection of the customs, and strenuous 
efforts have been made for their correction 
by executive orders. Therecommcndations 
submitted to the secretary of the treasury 
by a commision appointed to examine into 
the collection of cvstoms duties at the port 
of New York, coniain many suggestions for 
the modification of the customs laws to which 
the attention of congresss is invited. It is 
a matter of congratulation that notwithstand
ing the severe burdens caused by the war, 

THE PUBLIC FAITH 
with all creditors has been preserved, a nd 
as tile result of this policy, the public credit 
has continuously advanced ana our public 
securities are regarded with the highest 
favor in the markets of the world. I trust 
that no act of the government will cast a 
shadow upon its credit. The progress of re
funding the public debt has been rapid and 
satisfactory. Under the contract existing 
when I entered upon the discharge of the 
duties of my office, bonds beating interest 
at the rate of 4]4 per cent, were being 
rapidly sold and within three months the 
aggregate sales of these bonds had reached 
the sum.of $200,000,000. With my sanction 
the Secretary of the Treasury entered into a 
new contract for the sale of 4 per cents, and 
within 30 days after the popular subscrip
tion for such bonds was opened,subscriptions 
were had amounting to $75,496,500, which 
were paid for within 90 days after date of 
subscription. By this process, within 
but little more than one year, the 
annual interest on the public debt 
was reduced in the sum Of $3,775,000. 
I recommend that suitabble provision be 
made to enable the people to easily convert 
their savings into government securities as 
the best mode in which small savings may 
be well secured and yield a moderate inter
est It. is an object for public policy to 
retain among our own people the securities 
of the United States: in this way our country 
is guarded against their sudden return from 
foreign countries, caused by war or other 
disturbances beyond our limits, i 

THE COMMERCE 
of the United States with foreign nations 
and especially the export of domestic pro* 
ductions has of late years largely increased^ 
but the greater portion of the trade is con
ducted in foreign vessels. The importance 
of enlarging our foreign trade, ana especi
ally by direct and speedy inter
change with the countries on - this 
continent, cannot be overestimated; 
and it is a matter of great moment that otir 
shipping interest Bhould receive, to>tiie ut
most practical extent, the benefit of our 
commerce with other lands. These consid
erations are forcibly urged by all the large 

ommercial cities of tlflfaounj&, and public 
attention is generallywnd wpely attracted 
to tiie ^ohition^i'ttie jflbblejpft theypreflfcnt 
It ianoi^dfltibtecflthH congress will take 
them upfln .the bttadttt epjrit.of liberality 
and respond to the pttMic demand by prac
ticable legislation upon the subject. 

THE ARMY. ' 
The report of the secretary of war shows 

aw* toMpwfei •Si*-#* 
durW5 h pd{|y^^eadM^^nr^ 
portant service, in repressing hostilities in 
the;iHdianent!a«fTrarap^ 
protecting life and property in tne interior, 
as well as cilorig the Mexican border. A 
long and arduous campaign has been prose
cuted with final complete success 
against a portion of the Nez. Perces 
tribe of .Indians. A full account of the 
campaign will be found in the report of the 
general of the army. It will be seen that in 
its course several battles were lost, in which 
a number of gallant officers and men lost 
their lives. I join with the secretary of war 
and the general of the army in awarding to 
the officers and men employed in the long 
and tedious , pursuit and in the final capture 
of these Indians, the honor and praise 
which i? so justly their due. 

The very ' 
" SERIOUS RIOTS " 

which occurred in several of the states in 
July last rendered necessary the employ
ment of a considerable portion of the army 
to preserve peace and maintain order in the 
states of West Virginia, Maryland, Pennsyl
vania and Illinois. These disturbances were 
so formidable as to defy the local 
and state authorities and the national execu
tive was called upon in the mode provided 

.by the constitution and laws to furnish mili
tary,and I am gratified to be able to state 
that the troops sent in response to these 
calls for aid in the suppression of domestic 
violence were able, by the influence of 
their presence in the disturbed regions to 
preserve the peace and restore order, with
out the use of force. In the discharge of this 
delicate and important duty both officers 
aud men acted with great prudence and 
courage, and for their services deserve the 
thanks of their country. 

BORDER TROUBLES. 
Disturbances along the Bio Grande, in 

Texas, to which I have already referred., 
have rendered necessarv the constant em
ployment of a military force in that vicini
ty. A full report of all recent military 
operations in t hat quarter has been trans
mitted to the house of representatives in 
answer to a resolution of that body, and it 
will not therefore be necessary to enter into 
details. I regret to say that these lawless 
excursions into our territory by armed bands 
from the Mexican side of the line for the 
purpose of robbery, have been of frequent 
occurrence, and in spite of the most vigorous 
efforts of the commander of our forces, the 
marauders have generally succeeded in es
caping into Mexico with their plunder. In 
my last, I gave orders for the exer
cise of the utmost vigilance on 
the part of our troops for the 
suppression of these raids and the 
punishment of the guilty parties as well as 
the recapture of property stolen by them 
General Ord, commanding in Texas, was 
directed to invite the co-operation of the 
Mexican authorities in efforts to this end,' 
and assure them that I was anxious 
to avoid giving the least offense 
to Mexico. At the same time 
he was directed to give notice of my deter
mination to put an end to the invasion of 
our territory by lawless bands, intent on the 
plunder of our peaceful citizens, even if the 
effectual punishment of the outlaws should 
make the crossing of the border by our 
troops in their pursuit necessary. 

It is believed that this policy has had the 
effect to check somewhat these depredations 
and that, with a considerable increase of 
our force upon that frontier and the estab
lishment of several additional militaryposts 
along the Rio Grande, so as more effectually 
to guard that extensive border, peace may 
be preserved and the lives and property of 
citizens in Texas fully protected. 

THE REDUCED ARMY. 
Prior to the first day of July last the 

army was( in Accordance with law, reduced 
to the maximum of 25,000 enlisted men, be
ing a reduction of 2,600 below the fore'e 
previously authorized. The reduction was 
made as required by law, entirely from the 
infantry ana artillery branches of the ser
vice, without any reduction of the 
cavalry. Under the law as it now 
stands it is neccssary that the cavalry regi
ments be recruited to one hundred men in 
each company, for service on the Mexican 
and Indian frontiers. The necessary effect 
of this legislation is to reduce the infantry 
and artillery arms of the service below 
the number regarded for efficiency, and 
I concur with the secretary of war in 
recommending,that authority be given to 
recruit all companies of infantry to at least 
fifty men and all batteries of artillery to at 
least seventy-five men with power, in case of 
emergency, to inerease the former to 100 and 
the latter to 125 men each. 

I invite your attention to the following 
recommendations of the secretary of war: 

First—That provision be made for sup
plying to the army a more abundant and 
better supply of reading matter. 

Secdnd—That early action be taken by con
gress, looking to a complete revision and re
publication of the army regulations. 

Third—That section 1,258 of the revised 
statutes, limiting the number of officers on 
the retired list be repealed. 

To-w;it, that the claims arising under the 
act of July 4,1864, for supplies taken by the 
army during the war, be taken from the 
offices of the quartermaster and commissary 
generals, and transferred to 
the southern claims commission, or 
some other tribunal having more time 
and better facilities for their prompt inves
tigation and decision than are possessed by' 
these officers. 

Fifth—That congress provide for a an
nuity fund for the families of deceased sol
diers, as recommended by the paymaster-
general of the army. 

"" THE NAVY. . 
The report of the secretary of toe navy 

shows that we have six squadrons now en
gaged in the protection of our foreign com
merce and other duties pertaining to the 
naval service. The condition ana opera
tion^ of the department are also 
shown. The total expenditures, for. 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 18??, were 

$16,077,974.64. There are unpaid claims, 
against. th|4 department chargeable to the 
last year, which ire presented to the con
sideration of dongreBs py the Report of toe 
secretary. The' estimates for the fiscal year 
coramencing July 1st, 1878, ftfre $16,233,-
234.40, .e'xcHujiVp of ,the. ram or' $231j443.1t 
submitted ior new' buildings, repairs and 
improvement at the seVetal navy. yard?.. 

' THK APPBOPBIATIONS . ' . 
for the present filial year, commencing July, 
1877, ar^ toe amount arawn 
from the treasury from Jiuy 1st |to Novem
ber 1st, 1877, is $5,343,037.4^ of/which there 
is estimated to be yfet availaDlefl,029,528.30, 
showing the amount of actual expenditure 
during the fiiwt four months of the present 
4«cal yea/to have!been >*,813,509.10.' :-

:' I : ,J . nininw 7 ' J" . 
i The ririort of the fyosttbftftfer-genertfl con
tains aflill abd • dear statement of toe ope

rations a^Sd conditions of the mstoffice de-

Sartment The ordinary revenues of_the 
etotrfcnenfaor^ tlflf Jfectt jnar ve 

Juaur 30thJf 1§77,1 ftcliflin| fec«p 
fr<S ithe Jfeofey-frder j^geui# 
from official stamps and stamped envelopes 
amounted to the sum of $27,531,585.26; the 
additional sum of $7,103,300 was received 
from an appropriation from the general treas
ury forwfcus PW'PW'^^tingthffirecei^r 
Jrom atl sourcea (34^|p8^i{!i, The tofffi 
Iktighditures dumfg: the fiscal year amount 
'ed"*to~$38.486,322.447"leavinpr wrexeestr of 
total receipts over total expenditures of 
$1,058,562.82, and an excess of total expendi
tures over ordinary receipts of $5,954,737.18. 
Deducting from the total receipts the sum 
of $632,618.41, received from international 
money orders of the preceding fiscal year, 
arid deducting from the total expenditures 
the sum of $1,163,818.20, paid on liabilities 
incurred in previous fiscal yeirs, the expen
ditures and receipts appertaining to the 
business of the last fiscal year were as fol
lows : Expenditures, $32,322,504.24; receipts 
ordinary, from money oraer business and 
from official postage stampB, $27,468,323.82; 
excess of expenditures. $4,854,180.42. 
The ordinary revenues of the post office 
department for the year ending June 30th, 
1879, are Estimated at an increase of three 
per cent, over those of 1877. making $29,-
034,098.28, and the expenditures for the 
same year are estimated at $36,427,771, leav
ing an estimated deficiency for 1879 of 
$7,393,672.72. The additional legislation 
recommended by the postmaster-general for 
improvements of the mail service and to 
protect the postal revenue from the abuses 
practiced under existing laws, is respectfully 
commcnded to the careful consideration of 
congress. 
THE REPORT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
contains several suggestions as to the ad
ministration of justice, tc^ which I invite at
tention. The pressure of business in the 
supreme court, and in certain circuit courts 
of the United States, is now such that seri
ous delays to the great injury and even op-
pression'of suits occur, and a remedy should 
be sought for this condition of affairs. 
Whether it will be fpund in the plan briefly 
sketched In the report, of increasing the 
number of judges of circuit courts, aud by 
means of this addition to the judicial force 
of creating an intermediated court of 
errors and appeals, or whether some other, 
mode can be devised for obviating the dif
ficulties which now exist, I leave to your 
mature consideration. 1 

THE INDIANS. 
The present condition of the Indian tribes 

on the territory of the United States, and 
our relations with them are fully set forth 
in the reports of the secretary of the in
terior and the commissioner of Indian af
fairs. After a series of most deplorable con
flicts, the successful termination of which, 
while reflecting honor on the brave soldiers 
who accomplished it, cannot lessen our re
gret at the occurrences. We are now at peace 
with' all the Indian tribes in our 
borders. To preserve that peace 
by a just and humane policy, will 
be the object of my earnest en-
Whatever may be said of their character 
and savage propensities; of the difficulties 
of introducing among them the habits of 
civilized life, and the obstacles they have 
offered to the progress of settling in certain 
parts of the country, the Indians are cer
tainly entitled to our sympathy and to a 
conscientious respect on our part, for their 
claims opon our sense of justice. They 
were the aboriginal occupants of the 
land we now possess. They have 
been driven from place to place. 
The purchase money paid to them 
in some cases, for what they called their 
own, has still left them poor. In many in
stances, when they had settled down upon 
land assigned to them by compact and be
gan to support themselves by their own 
labor, they were rudely jostled off and 
thrust into the wilderness again. Manv, if 
not most all, our Indian wars had their origin 
in broken promises, and acts of injustice on 
our part; and the advance of Indians in 
civilization has been slow because the treat
ment they received did not permit it to be 
faster and more general. We cannot expect 
them to improve and follow our guidance 
unless we keep faith with tbem, respecting 
the rights they possess, and unless, instead 
of depriving them of their opportunities, we 
lend them a helping hand. 1 cordially ap
prove the policy regarding the management 
of Indian affairs, as outlined in the report 
of the secretary of the interior, ana of 
the commissioner of Indian affairs. The 
faithful performance of our promises is the 
first condition of a good understanding with 
the Indians. I cannot too urgently recom
mend to congress that prompt and liberal 
provision be made for the conscientious 
fulfillment of all agreements entered into 
by the government with the Indian tribes. 
To withhold the means necessary for tbe 
performance of a promise is always false 
economy, and is apt to prove disastrous 
in its consequences. Especial care is 
recommended to provide for Indians settled 
on their reservations^ cattle and agricul
tural implements, to aid them in whatever 
efforts they may make to support themselves; 
and by the re-establishment and mainte
nance of schools to bring them under the 
control of civilized influences. I see no rea
son why Indians who can give satisfactory 
proof of having by their owrelabor support
ed their families for a number of years, and 
who are willing to detach themselves f/ora 
their tribal relations, should not be admitted 
to the benefits of the homestead act. 
and the privileges of citizenship ana 
I recommend the passage of a law to that 
effect. It will be an act of justice as well as 
a measure of encouragement. Earnest ef
forts are being made to purify the Indian 
service so that every dollar appropriated by 
congress shall redound to the oenefit of the 
Indian benefited. The efforts will have 
my firm sapport. With an improved ser
vice, and every possible encouragement 
held.out to the Indians to better their con
dition and to elevate them in the scale of 
civilization, we may hope to do at the same 
time a good work for them atad ourselves. -

THE PRESERVATION OF FORESTS; 
I invite the attention,of-obrtgreds to the 

importance bf the statements, and sugges
tions made by the secretary Of the interior, 
concerning the depredations committed 
upon the timber lands of the United States,' 
and the necessity for the preservation of 
the forests. It is believed that the measures 
taken in pursuance of the existing "lft w to 
arrest these 'depredations will be entirely 
successful if congress, by an Appoint
ment for that purpose, * winders their 
continued: enforcement possible^ (The 
experiences of other n&tioni 'ttafclieir us 
that a country cannot'be stripped; <>f iti 
forests with impunity^ and we snail expose 
ourselves to the gravest consequences unless 
the wasteful ahd improvident manner 
which the forest, in the United States are 
destroyed be effectually checked, t earnest
ly recommend that the measures suggested 
by the secretary of the' interior for the sup> 

EresSion of.depredation^ on the ptfyfic tim: 
of Muds bf tile tTnited States; for the sel

ling of timber frbmthe ptthlic lands and for 
the preseHristidti of forests, be embOdiedin a 
law and thatehiitrideriiigtbe urgent necessity 
bf enabliUgrthfe%et&le of certain stakes aha 
territories w MrchfiW tifofterfrbm the bun-' 
Dc lands inafefcal toi rihfer,tfbich *t present 

might be made of the desert lands not 
irrigable, west of the one hundredth merid
ian. These lands are practicably unsalable 

KVKX3MBBE: 
that a system 01 leases of tenure woi 
WaEe fKSm alsow^^irt^e WT 
States, while at the same ^ime legalising the 
business of cattle racing which p atpresent 
carried on upon.them. ,< k 

The report of the commissioner of agri 
culture contains the gratifying announce 
ment of the extraordinary success which 
has rewarded the agricultural industry 01 
the country for the past year; With the 
fair prices which obtain for the products 
of the soil, especially for ? the 
surplus which our people hfcve to 
export, we may confidently turn to 
this as the most important of all our re
sources for the revival of the depressed in
dustries of the country. The report shows 
our agricultural progress during the year 
and contains a statement of the work done 
by this department for the advancement of 
agricultural industry, upon which the pros
perity of our people so largely depends. 
Matters of information are included 01 great 
interest to all who seek by the experience: of 
Others to improve their own methods of 
cultivation. The efforts of the department 
to increase the production of important ar
ticles of consumption will, it is hoped, im
prove the demand for labor and advance the 
business of the country, and eventually re
sult in saving some of the many millions 
that are now annually paid to foreign na
tions for sngar and other staple products, 
which habitual use has made necessary in 
our every-day life. 

THE CENTENNIAL BOARD. 
The board on behalf of the United States 

executive departments at the international 
exposition 011876, has concluded its labors. 
The final report of the board was trans
mitted to congress by the last session. 
As these papers are understood 

fto contain interesting and valuable informa
tion and will constitute the only report 
emanating from the government on the sub
ject of the exhibtion, I will invite attention 
to the matter and recommend that the re
port be published for general information. 

Congress is empowered by the constitu
tion with the authority of exclusive legisla
tion over the 

they cannot 
without unavol 

' « ~ 

wopd s&o call 
to the Statement mi 
the interior concerning 

a law to be passed 
ilay. 

»s. J \ 
Mention of congreS!! 

the secretary, or 
e disposition that 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
in whicn the seat of government of the na
tion is located. The interests of the district 
having no direct representation in congress, 
are entitled to especial consideration and 
care at the hands of the generalgovernment 
The capital of the United States belongs 
to the nation, and it is natural that 
the American people should take pride 
in the seat of the national government, and 
desire it to be an ornament to the country. 
Much has been done to render it healthful 
convenient and attractive, but much re
mains to be done, which its permanent 
inhabitants are not able, and ought not to be 
expected to do. To impose upon them a large 
proportion of the con requested for public 
improvements, who have in a great mea
sure planned and executed for the conve
nience of the government and of the many 
thousands of visitois from all parts of the 

itol of the nation^ is an evident injustice. 
Special attention is asked by the commis

sioners of. the district in their report which 
is herewith trrnsmitted, to the importance 
of a permanent adjustment by congress of 
the financial relations between the United 
States and the district, involving the regular 
annual contribution by the IJnited States of 
its just proportion of the expenses of toe 
district government of the outlay for 
all needed public improvements, and 
such measure of relief from the 
burden of taxation now resting on 
the people of the district, as in 
the wisdom of congress may he deemed 
just. The reportof the commissioners sh ow 
that the affairs of the district are in a condi
tion as satisfactory as could be expected in 
view of the heavy debt resting upon it, and 
its Very limited means for necessary expen
ses. 

The debt of the district is as follows: 
Funded debt $8,379,691.96 ; 355 bonds guar
anteed by theJUnited States, $13,743,250; to
tal bonded debt, $22,122,941.96; to which 
should be added certain outstanding claims 
as are in the report of the commis
sioners, $1,185,204.52, making the total 
debt of the district, $23,310,146.48. 
Tho commissioners also ask attention to the 
importance of the improvement of the 
Potomac river, and the reclamation of the 
marshes bordering the city of Washington, 
and their views upon this subject are con
curred in by the members of toe board of 
health, whose report is also herewith trans
mitted. Both the commercial and sanitary 
interest of the district will be greatly pro
moted, I doubt not, by this improvement. 
Your attention is invited to the sug
gestion of the commissioners, and of 
the board of health, for the or
ganization of a board of charities 
to have supervision and control of the dis
bursement of all moneys for charitable pup-
poses from the district treasury., I desire 
also to ask your especial attention to the 
heed of adding to the efficiency of the pub-, 
lie schools of the district by supplemental 
aid from the national treasnry. This is 
especially just since so large a number of 
those attending the schools are 
children of employees of the gov
ernment. I earnestly- Icommend to your 
eare the interest of the people of the 
district who are so intimately associated 
with the government establishments, and to 
whose enterprise the good order and attrac
tiveness of the capital are largely due, and 
I ask your attention to the request of tbe 
commissioners for .legislation in behalf of 
the interests intrusted to their care. 

PUBLIC GROUNDS. 
The appropriations asked for the care of 

reservations belonging to the governrhent 
within their jurisdiction by the commission* 
ers of public buildings ana grounds are also 
commended to-your favorable consideration 
! i WA8HlN<JtOH  ̂MONUMENT.  ̂

The report of the joint commission' creat-. 
edby the Act approved August 2d,. 1876, 
an act providing for the comple
tion of the Washington monument, 
iB also herewith tr&nsinitted with ac
companying , documents. The .board 
of engineer officers detailed to examine,tne 
monument* in,. comnliance,, frito toe seooad 
sectiori'of jth.e''^ hivi reporting, t^tt toe 
foundation is insufficient,' Np,. ^utoprity 
exists lM inaking the expenditure necessary 
to Secure Its stability. I therefore recom
mend thatthe c6mtm8sion authorised to 
exjrena ^ich portionof thesnm appropriated 
t>y tjbe ^uslc,/uamay-lie. n^iito^for the 
'burMsf. .The preseiit unfinished obi^ditibn 
of the to9Mm$it» l" ~ 
"Yet^a6n jo the natii 
ed that ithe plitriotiu 'sehse of the country 
will bialnhr reappnd to suCk mMHmDt'ji|«vIa^ 
ion as tjiaytbf!Jn&le.for its com; 
,ear!jf[m i»L T urge ijij* 
tonrafqaa nggwsifj' * 
fortius purpose. 

AID OF EDUCATION, 
of legislation upon the part 

aid of the states, for the edu-
hole people in those branches 
ih are taught in the com

mon schools of the country, i$ 
no longer a question. The intelligent judg
ment of the country goes still further, 
regarding it as also both constitutional and 
expedient for the general government to 

, extend to technical and higher education, 
> juch.Aidas Jl4«eia^.menjLialtA.the general 
I welfare, and to our due prominence among 

the enlightened and cultured nations of the 
world. The ultimate settlement of all ques
tions of, the futvire, whether of administra
tion or finance, or of. true nation
ality of sentiment, depends upon 
the virtue and intelligence of the people. 
It is vain to hojpe for tne success of a tree 

government without the means pf insuring 
le intelligence of those who ure the source 

of power. No less than one-$evfenth of tlie 
entire voting population of our country 
are yet unable to read or write. 
It is encouraging to observe in 
connection with the growth of fraternal 
feeling in those states in which slavery for
merly existed, evidences of increasing in
terest in universal education, and I shall be 
glad to give my approval to any ap
propriate measures which may be 
enacted by congress for the purpose of sup
plementing with national aid the local sys
tem of education in these states and in all 
the states, and having already invited your 
attention to the needs of the District of 
Columbia, with respect to its public school 
system, I here add, that I believe it desira
ble not so much with reference to the 
local wants of the district, but to the great 
and lasting benefit of the entire conntry, 
that this system should be Crowned with 
a university in all respects in keeping with 
the national capital, and thereby realize 
the cherished hopes of Washington on this 
subject 

I also earnestly commend the request of 
the regents of the Smithsonian institute 
that an adequate appropriation be made for 
the establishment and conduct of a national 
museum under their supervision. The re
quest of providing for the preservation and 
growth 01 the library of congress is also one 
of national importance. As the depository 
of copyright publications and records, this 
library has Outgrown the provisions for its 
accommodation, and the erection on such 
site as the judgment of congress may ap
prove, of a fire-proof library building to pre
serve the treasures and enlarge the useful
ness of this valnable collection, is recom
mended. I recommend also, such legisla
tion as will render available and efficient for 
the purpose of instruction, so far as consist
ent with thepublic services, the cabinets or 
museums of invention, of surgery, of educa
tion'and of agriculture, ana other collec
tions, property of the national government. 

The capital of the nation should be some
thing more than a mere political centre. 
We- should avail ourselves of all the oppor
tunities which Providence has placed at our 
command to promote the general intelli
gence of the people, and increase the con
ditions most favorable to the success and 
perpetuity of our institutions. 

(Signed.) R. B. HAYES. 
December 3, 1877. 
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THE London undertaker who had 
charge of the funeral of M'lle Tietjens 
advertised his business extensively by 
setting up in his shop window for a few 
days preceding the burial the coffin-lid 
which was soon to cover the body of the 
dead singer. The lid contained the cus
tomary plate, with the name, date of 
death, etc., conspicuously engraved on it; 
yet when called to account by the news
papers for bis indecerfcy, the undertaker 
sought refuge in a plea that the obnox
ious object found its way into the win
dow through inadvertence! 

YOUR 
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TO SHOW YOU THE 

OB BEKD FOl A COPT. 

This is the oldest paper printed in Milwaukee 
and has been printed under the same management 
for over thirty years. It is good and solid, and 
like all sound business enterprises give "value re
ceived" to all its subscribers. Its Market Reports • 
and Farm and Household departments alone are 
worth ten times its price. It is the best, and in 
fact, the only Story Paper in the State. Its stories 
for one year, if bound in a volume, would cost at 
(east Ave dollars. 

Any postmaster will show you a sample of the 
paper, and will forward your money, for yon, or 
you can nu^l 91.60 to the undersigned and . receive 
the Wisconsin one year, poet paid; 
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The Wiekly Wisconsin, together with either «I 

the following publications, will be sent one year, 
post-free, at the price named: - i 

mumini. 
Scribner's Magosine W 
Harper's Msgasine. ^ 
Atlantic Monthly. 

: • 8 

;The Galaxy 
.Godey's lady's Book • 
'St. Nicholas 
'American Agriculturist .'. » •• > 
IheP&puliir Science Monthly..............r ••••• • * ** • 
Wye Stock Journal ' ~r -
Mtlwimkee Agricultural Jonriial(German).... • w9'_. 

WOTti!— , 
^Harper's Bazar...... 
'Harper's Weekly """ 
fwYork Ledger.... 
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ieago ledger..... I... 

MoOre's Sural Hew Yorker............•• 
Prairie Farmer....!....... 
Westmrn Bural.. 
MilwaukeeHerold (German)..;....... t... 
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: toinmbook * 

TadfeIandetog|UnigiantBn(Horwe«iW) -.... > 
T Crych (Welsh) * 
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