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Ala* OWM the sword Washington used 
'dariaf the revolution. The father of 
,his oountry converted one edge of the 
•word into a proning knife after the 
war, and finally gave it to the grand
father of its present owner a year be
f o r e  h e  d i e d .  ' . . . . -  •  .  -  v  

A WBBUKO, W. Ya., company haa 
been formed with $1,000,000 capital, to 
briUd » narrow gauge railroad from that 
city to Parkersburg, ninety-four miles, 
with, (he hope that the line will ulti
mately be extended to Charleston, W, 
Xfh^m the Chesapeake and Ohio road. 

^PHILADELPHIA Presbyterians met the 
other evening to make preliminary ar
rangements for the second triennial 
general council of the Presbyterian 
church in all the world, to be held in 
Philadelphia in Ootober, 1880. Contri
butions were pledged on the spot 
amounting to $5,800. 

THB fact that little Norway has the 
Moond largest commercial fleet in the 
world,to believed to be chiefly due to 
the bet that villages pool their savings 

^E'to build or buy a ship, instead of, as 
^hfere, putting them into a savings bank 

to provide fast horses, etc., for a delin
quent manager. " *• ; IS 

MILAX paper states that Irma Com-
hrimon, a famous dancer and beauty, 
has just died in extreme poverty. She 
was passionately attached to Charles 

.III., Duke of Parma; and two days be-
' Dre he, was assassinated revealed to 

um the plot against .lis lifer For this 
Be made her director of police. 
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TKx wonderful gas well near the old 
loop rove postoffice, on the old Austin 

J, ten miles from Brenham, 
Pearls no humbug, It is twelve-inch 
bore, one hundred and fifty-two feet 
ideep, and when ignited throws a wide-

F^%PM*DING flame fifteen feet in height. 
Pttndrede of people visit it daily. The 
boring will be continued in hopes of 
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• making more wonderful developments. 

V.- elopement at Beidsville, 
otter day, proved to be too 

6F;FT runaway. It was early in 
^he girl got into her 
16 elope, and the hone 
RAT sWay. She yelled, 

wn, and her father 
gun. The would-be 

&' ̂ MwdiHKiong to find the horse. 
M̂̂ 9̂0̂ mssssssssss' 

,1* intfboM the remark of an ob 
clergyman that it was ihe ten-
liftkiigeliatato break up pas. 
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i to the lot AL S«w Haveri, Conn. 
IVttftliniiUili Csct that since the 
lalMKOf lf«FSN. Moody and Bankey 
latlut elty, eighteen months ago, no 

* Wtathannine pulpits have been vacat-
\t mi, Making an average of one every 

A ^cssssssasssesepssss «..• * % 
mujeir was recently given ' to the 

| mayor OF Btalford,BI England, at which 
_ T bo—tqoanoe of hie wife having given 
§|Mtthio a daughter during his mayor-
•̂̂ -.HE^WMA: presented,. in accordance 

-JR "IRITK aa ancient custom, with M silver 
~ . with ita supports, weighed 

two hundred ounoes, the whole 
thirty inches high. The cost 
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to introduce anthracite 
'iWttountry into Fnuwe have 

J owing in part to 
I ofthepeople, which are 

GTE favor of bituminous ooal, and in part 
I iht HIGH duty of H.GI per ton re-

IFTTRAD oo anthracite, which renders it 
|aort expensive than either ENGLISH or 
phmAtm̂  

&WRR.- -TIN United State* fish oommiiaion 
jliiilad -ln- Qewrgia waters 800 of 

'̂IBEFCMW Hsimsii earp, the newly in-
of whieh so much has 
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Selected From Every Source. 

WABHnrOTOlT. 

SAYS A Washington dispatch of Nov. 
25th: Attorney General Devcns says it 
will devolve upon congress to enact a 
new trade mark at once. He .does not 
think business interests will stifler much 
additional embarrassment 

A WASHINGTON dispatch of the 28th-
states that the agitation of a new nation
al bankrupt law Is making some progress. 
A committee of the New Tork Chamber 
of Commerce is said to be engaged in 
drafting » bill, and tlie committees of the 
different chambers of commerce through
out the country are to be requested to 
draft separate bills and submit sugges
tions. 

IT was reported in Washington Nov. 
:th, that Gen. Gaant has agreed to meet 

the representative of the Nicaraugnan 

Deputy Sheriffs McCoy and Beckwltb, 
on Fox river, and were in bed when the 
officers arrived. They made no resist
ance whatever. They are looking well 
and in good spirits. 

A DETROIT, Mich., special of Nov. 
2Gth says, it has leaked out that among 
the indictments found by the grand jury 
of the United States court, recently sit
ting in this city, was one on each of the 
charges made against Colonel O. F. 
Lockhead, of Flint, Mich. Ha is charg
ed with embezzlement and false entry on 
the books of the citizens' national bank 
of Flint, of which he was book-keeper. 
There is a sentiment at Flint that he is a 
scapegoat for the sins of some one else. 
He is colonel of the third regiment of 
Michigan militia. • 

A NKW YOBK telegram of Nov. 26th 
says the court room wa3 filled when tbe 
suit of George Link against Mrs. Kate 

ue was called. Link was tutor 

government in Philadelphia December 
16th for the purpose of exchanging views 
about the canal. It was believed by 
many that the general contemplated ac
cepting the presidency of the company. 
It is said the salary is to be $25,000 per 
annum until the canal is completed, 
when it is to be raised to $50,000. 

A WASHINGTON telegram of Nov. 26th 
says Secretary Schurz lias received the 
following: 

Los PINOB AGENCY, NOV. 24.—We 
have information to the effect that the 
White River Utes are on their way, in-
eluding Jack. We are now of the opin
ion that wo shall be successful in carry
ing out your wishes; at all events, we 
have patience enough to try it. So far 
as danger Is concerncd, the commission 
have not yet given that a thought; they 
must take chances. (Signed) 

HATCH, Commissioner. 
POSTMASTER General Key has written 

tbe following letter to Gen. Hazen on 
the subject of lottery tickets going 
through the mails: 

WASHINGTON, NOV. 26.—SIK : Section 
8,894, revised statutes, prohibiting car
riage in the mails of letters concerning 
lotteries. Section 3,895 provides that all 
lottery packets or other matter which 
mav be seized or detained for violation 
of law shall - be returned to the owner or 
sender of the same, or otherwise dispos
ed of as the order of the postmaster gen
eral may direct. In order, therefore, to 
carry out the provisions of the sections 
referred to it is directed that all letters 
concerning lotteries which may arrive at 
the dead-letter' office: be returned:to the 
writer. If by inadvertence, mistake, or 
otherwise letters supposed to contain lot
tery matter should come to the dead-let
ter office, they should be sent to the of
fice of delivery with such directions to 
Ihe postmaster as will ensure their 
prompt delivery. 

D, M. KEY, Postmaster General. 

for Mrs. Sprague's child Willie, at the 
time of the recent troubles at Canonchet, 
which Senator Conkling figured in, and 
sues for $240 for salary and expenses ia 
carrying out his engagement as tntor. 
The answer of the defendant to the com
plaint sets up that the agreement with 
Linck was made in the capacity as a mar
ried woman, and that, therefore, her hus
band is responsible for the debt, and not 
her; and that Governor Sprague had full 
knowledge of the engagement made with 
Linck. In the course of the argument a 
letter was read from Mrs. Sprague to 
Linck to show that she considered him 
in her employ; and counsel added proof 
that he made his exit from the Sprague 
mansion at the end of a shot gun. The 
Judge took the papers, but reserved his 
decision. 

CABLEGRAMS. 

FIRES AND CASUALTIES. 

IT was publicly announced, Nov. 24th, 
that the ministry of Kussian foreign af
fairs was to be taken from Gortschakoff 
and placed in the hands of Prince Wal-
lujeff. 

A DUBLIN dispatch of Nov. 25th, an
nounces that the government engineers 
have surveyed districts bordering on the 
Shannon river, with a view to the com
mencement, by the government, of ex
tensive drainage operations. The pros
pect of the employment of laborers in 
that district was regarded with great 
satisfaction. 

Tnii revolution in Cuba, says a dis
patch of Nov. 26th, has resulted in giv
ing two rival corsuls to New York. Hip-
ponto Bellini, who represents the old^ov-
ernmept.and recognized by,the American 
government, declines to clear any ves
sels from this port for the ports of Puerto 
Plata and Samana, which are held by the 
revolutionary government, and are de
clared by the Guillermo government to 
be blockaded. Bellini says he is acting 
under special orders from his govern
ment, and shall maintain his position as 
consul until the revolutionists shall have 
possession of the capital. 

y. 
th 

TUB Northern Transportation Compa
ny's steamer, City of New York, went 
aground near Ludington Nov. 24th, and 
water-logged. 

TUB house ot Mrs. Samuel N. Tick-
ner, at Norwich, Conn., burned Nov. 
25th, and Mrs Tickncr perished in the 
flames. 

A Sr. Louis dispatch of the 26th states 
that one of the public school buildings 
bttrned, and several pupils were more or 
less injured in a panic in the school. 

A SINGULAR accident occurred at 
Calhoun, Ky., Saturday, says a dispatch 
of the 24th, by which Lee Houston, 
aged 18, was instantly killed. He was 
leaning on a shot-gun watching a game 
of base ball, when a "foul tip" sent the 
JwUjtgainit the hammer of his gun, dis
charging it. . Theload entered under this 
left arm and came out at the top of the 
head 

TnB.Oronoco mill owned by Gooding 
& Allis, at Oronoco, Olmsted . count] 
Minn.; burned 'Nov. 25th, together -witl 
ita contents, including thirty, thousand 
bushels of -.wheat > and valuable ma
chinery. The loss will not be less than 
$50,000. Fire supposed to have origina
ted trom friction. 

ADVICES from Randal ia, Iowa, of Nov 
26th, state that that town was almost 
wholly destroyed by fire, only one busi
ness house being left standing. The loss 
is heavy with very little insurance. The 
lire is supposed to have originated in a 
rivalry between saloon keepers. Great 
indignation exists. 

A SPECIAL of Nov. 24th from Traverse 
City reports that the schooner H. B. 
Phelps, of Oswego, went ashore at Glen 
Arbor, Lake Michigan, Wednesda; 
night. The vessel and cargo, 17,00 
bushels of wheat, total loss. Capt. Kelly, 
Robert Dewey, George Kelly, of Oswego, 
Frank Golden, cook, of Sandusky, ana a 
German sailo/, name unknown, shipped 
at Milwaukee, all drowned. The first 
mate Howrigan and . Edward Igoe, of 
Oswego, were saved, 

ONE of the most destructive fires that 
haa occurred in New York for some time 
took place Nov. 25th, consuming the ex
tensive stables of the Eighth Avenue 
horse-car railroad company. The fire 
alarm was sounded at an early hour in 
the moaning, and although forty streams 
of water were turned on in five minutes 
thereafter, the flames rapidly enveloped 

blaze" 
Idlng 

story btick, 3DO by 400 feet The scene, 

the great structure and "blazed up with 
fearra^energy. The building was a four 

as the fire progressed, was thrilling in 
tbe extreme. There were 800 horses in 
the stables, and the work of removing 
them was attended with great danger. 
Tbe frightened animals reared and 
plunged, becoming unmanageable at 
times. Despite the most heroic efforts, 
one bundled horses were burned to death. 
The flames soon reached the vaat quanti-

Sofbaled hay. when a terrific explosion 
TM. out one of the aides of the building, 
trying -Chief Campbell, 'Foreman 

Welsh and two firemen,' Henry C. Mount 
« WIMI 
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tators were appalled at the awful sight, 
but set resolutely to work to. save th'e im
periled firemen. They were soon pulled 
out from the debris ' badly crushed: 
Mount had* his skull, smashed and soon 
expired. The others, it was thought; 
would live, though they were badly, 
maimed. The whole building was des
troyed, hut ̂  the fiamea were prevented 
ftominreading further. The loas wss es
timated at 1250.000; insured heavily. 

ONNNOMOX, U. 8. marshal for the 
northern district of Texaa, accompanied 
toy two deputise, arrivad at Kansas City, 
IVOR. 88FD, os the way home from Pan
handle, Texas, -where he arrested all the 
eoanty officers of Wheeler county, and 

other parties principally ranchmen, 
out or internal - revenas VIO; 
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GENERAL NOTES. 

THE Cincinnati chambcr of commerce 
adopted resolutions withdrawing from 
the national association, Nov. 24th. 

MOODY and Sankey, the revivalists, be
gan a series of religious meetings in St. 
Louis, Nov. 25th. The city is divided 
into five districts, and the details of the 
work are placed in the hands of laymen, 
one from each evangelical denomination. 

A DISPATCH of the 28th from Washing 
ton says the excess of value ot exports 
over imports of merchandise for October 
was $40,067,878, the largest in the history 
of the couuti'y. Thu excels of tho im 
ports of gold and silver into the country 
over exports, from July 1 to Nov. 22, 
amounted to about $65,000,000. 

. ALBERT LAVERGNB, who traveled in 
this country under the name of Abraham 
Levy, appeared before a squad of New 
York police Nov. 25th, ana voluntarily 
confessed having absconded to the 
United States in 1876, from Paris, where 
he had stolen from the firm of which he 
was a partner $30,000 worth of diamonds. 
He said he had squandered the money 
snd desired to return to France and be 
punished for his offence. 

A NEW YORK telegraifi' of tbe 28th 
says it has been officially announced that 
William H. Yanderbilt has sold 250,000 
shares of New York Central stock to va-
ricuB leading foreign and domestic bank
ers, represented by Messrs. Drexell, Mor-
§an & Co., of New York, and Messrs. J. 
. Morgan & Co., of London.. It was 

extremely difficult to get at the correct 
details of this collossai transaction—the 
largest single transfer on record—owing 
to the reticence of various persons con 
cerned. 

A RAWLINS, Wyoming, dispatch of 
Nov. 28th says the troops now stationed 
here to-day received orders to go into 
winter quarters as follows: Four com
panies (H, K, and M) Third cavalry, 
under command of Col. Bracket, to Fort 
Laramier companies A, B, D, and F, 
Third cavalry, to Fort Sanders, and com
panies E and I to Fort Steele. Five com
panies (B, C, K, D and F) of the Fifth 
cavalry, under command of Gen. Merritt, 
who will arrive here on the 29th, will go 
to Fort Russell. 

A Los PINOS, Colorado, special of 
Nov. 28th soys that at the meeting of the 
commission this morning, Ouray reports 
the arrival last night of a runner from 
Douglas's Camp, with the information 
thatowing to the advance of troops the 
Uintans have left the agency and reserva
tion to join Douglss, prepared to fight; 
that the White River Utes decline to re
turn, and Jack sends word he will not 
come here until the Uintas trouble is 
settled. If this be true the work for the 
commission is ended for the present. 
Somelof the commission doubt the re
port, believing it a ruse to gain time, or 
that the Mormons are at the bottom of 
it 

THE post-office department, says a 
Washington special of Nov. 26th, has 
made arrangements to place npon sale on 
the 1st cl December international postal-
cards. Their price is two cents, and they 
say he used without additional postage 
to any country which is a member of the 

sards i 
spects 

the cards now in local use. The revenue 
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Gatal union. The cards are printed in 
ue, but ia other respects are similar to 

derived from the sale of these cards 
forms a part of the postal revenues of this 
country. The latest reports from various 
officers indicate that about twice at many 
postal-cards are mailed to foreign coun
tries from the United States as come from 
abroad. Hitherto the senders of postal-
cards to foreign countries have been un
der the necessity of affixing an addition-
&1 one-cent stamp. 

TnUoflBcial canvass of the vote in the 
state of'Nebraska, was completed and 
Hade public Nov. 25th. The following 
are the figures VBupreme judge, Cobb, 
republican, 4T,118; Wakely, democrat, 
TPR; Saxon, greenback, 4,725. Regents 
" the univenfty, Carson, republican, 
176; Gaanot, republican, 4S£M; Bear, 

1M?1; Sawyer, democrat, 
" * 5,011: Wood. 
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BURKED AS A WITCH. 

The Horrible Tragedy Enacted This Year 
in a Kussian Peasant Village. 

Bt. Petersburg Qolos. 
In the city of Tikhvin, on October 25, 

seventeen peasants were put on trial 
charged with burning alive a peasant 
woman, Agraphena Ignatieff, 50 years 
old, as a witch. On the preliminary 
investigation it was discovered that Ag
raphena, from her girlhood, had been 
regarded as possessing the superhuman 
power of "spoiling" people; that is, of 
mflictiDg different diseases on the per
sons who displeased her, and also of 
curing them at her own will. Marrying 
a soldier, she left her native village, 
Zrocheff, and settled in St. Petersburg. 
Two years before her death she return
ed to her native place a widow and 
penniless. The villagers were much 
alarmed at her appearance, being afi aid 
that she would cause them much 
trouble. The boldest, or perhaps tbe 
most cowardly of them, wanted to at 
once shut up the witch in her house 
and burn her. But at that time the vil
lagers did not d«re carry out this plan. 
Agraphena was poor and sickly, and 
lived principally on charity. Some of 
the village families, out of fear of the 
supposed witch, used to satisfy all her 
wishes, while others, especially the poor 
ones, had to refuse her demands, and 
were wont to ascribe to her all the cases 
of sickness and all the accidents that 
befel them. While living in St. Peters
burg; Agraphena had become acquaint
ed with the properties of many valua
ble uiedicineu, and after her return to 
the village she often attended the sick,j 
sometimes with wonderful success 
This only confirmed the popular belie 
in her witc'ncrait. Unhappily for her
self, she neither admitted nor denied 
openly that she was a witch; perhaps 
she preferred to leave things as they 
were, drawing, no doubt, a profit from 
the villagers' fears. 

In January, 1879, a young woman was 
suddenly taken sick and died; then two 
other women were prostrated by some 
kind of nervous disease. They cried 
out that they were "spoiled" by the 
witch. Their parents tried to propitiate 
Agraphena with their tears and pres
ents. But to all entreaties she simply 
answered: "I did not injure them, nor 
can I help them." Then there arose a 
»reat indignation; the men of the vil-
age assembled and decided to shut up 
the witch in her house, to feed her 
there, but on no account to allow her 
to Visit any other house. This plan was 
to be carried out immediately. On.Feb. 
ruary 16 a dozen of the villagers went 
to the house of Agraphena. They took 
along with them nails and planks. Ar
riving there, they searched the woman's 
trunk for charms; except several phials 
of medicinee, they found nothing sus
picious; but to the simple-minded and 
excited peasants these seemed to be 
the most positive proof of witchcraft. 
To make a long story short, Agraphena 
was shut up in the house, the door and 
windows were securely closed and nail
ed, and, though this had been no part 
of the original plan, the house was set 
on fire. The blaze attracted at once a 
crowd of people; many expressed their 
gratification, and nobody dared to in
terfere on behalf o^ the victim. Among 
the others came the brother of Agra
phena. He rushed to the door and 
tried to break it in. but was not allowed 
to do «o. "The Mir have so decided, 
let her burn," cried the mob. Some of 
the more humane, however, approach
ed the window and shouted to the wo
man; "Confess thy crimes and we will 
save thee."- .But she kept silent. To 
her despairing, brother she answered: 
"Dear brother, I am not guilty." One 
of the crowd said aloud: "There is yet 
time to s%ve the woman; let us do it at 
once, cr we shall suffer severely." 
"Don't touch her," said a septaugenari-
an; "I answer for this deed with my 
head." The fate of- the woman was 
sealed; nobody thereafter tried to save 
her. On the contrary, some of the men 
helped to spread the fire. Soon tbe 
ceiling fell aown, and the unhappy vic
tim of popular superstition perished in 
the flames. The people stayed at the 
place the whole night, till the fire went 
out of itself. On the next day the con 
stable found a few charred bones. On 
the trial the peasants confessed their 
deed, but denied that they had commit
ted a crime. The jury found only 
three, the ringleaders, guilty. One of 
these was the old man above mention
ed. The rest were acquitted. 

Kerosene Disasters* 
The discovery of kerosene oil in in

exhaustible quantities, or rather the in
vention of a lamp in which it could be 
burned without the production of smoke 
resulted in immeasurable benefits to all 
civilized people. At the time the oil 
was discovered and this lamp invented 
whale oil had become so scarce that it 
could not supply one-hundreth part of 
the demand for material for illuminat
ing purposes. Tallow in tne meantime 
had advanced greatly in price, owing to 
the increased demand for it for manu 
facturing soap. Lard oil was used to a 
considerable extent, but its cost was in 
tbe way of its general employment 
The oil'extracted from various kinds of 
fish was experimented with, but it was 
generally found to give quite an un
satisfactory light and a very unsatis
factory odor. Wax candles were used 
in a few mansions, but, were far too 
costly to be found in ordinary houses. 
Candles made of paraffine afforded a 
beautiful white light not injurious to the L..i VI II _ _ jl ... v/co, uu») »i«a vmjui«0| tuejr Were 
very expensive. 

About twenty-seven yean ago all 
these materials for artificial illumina
tion were generally superseded by vari
ous kind* of burning fluids, which were 
composed ordinarily of about equal 
parts of turpentine and alcohol. The 
addition of the alcohol to the turpen
tine was necessary to furnish hydrogen 
to consume the large amount of carbon 
which the former substance contained. 
Burning fluids were improvements on 
candles, and most of the oils that had 
been in use, as they were cleanly and 
comparatively cheap, while they pro-
duoe a very good light. There was, 
however, some danger attending their 
use. The occurrence of the civil war 
put a sudden stop to tbe consumption 
of burning fluid. Tbe supply of tur-

tine furnished by the vast pine 
of the"?5uth was entirely cut 

off, while the tax imposed on alcohol 
rendered it altogether too expensive to 
be employed for illnminatiqg purposes, 
even if it could be jnixed with any new 

Just previous to the breaking out of 
the war kerosene oil manufactured 
from bituminous eoal or shales was in* 
trodncsd tqtethsr with an ingeniooaly 

that rendered Ma me 
the production of 

•ufai The coat of the oil was for 
«l per gallaa. Soon 

the place of the article that had been 
manufactured from bituminous coal. 
In the meantime many improvements 
were made in the lamps for burning 
the oil till the perfection of consump
tion without smoke or offensive odors 
was almost reached. The supply of the 
oil becamo so large, the method of 
purifying it eo excellent, and the facili
ties for transporting so much improved 
that, the price fell to twelve cents per 
gallon. From this time we had not 
only the best but the cheapest material 
for illumination the world ever knew. 

But there are objectionai.le qualities 
in the best of things, and kerosene oil 
furnishes no exception to tho general 
rule. It is volatile, very inflammable, 
and capable of forming explosive com
pounds with tbe air under certain cir
cumstances. Hence it is a dangerous 
substance unless it is stored and handled 
with proper care. The long Hat of "ac
cidents" that are reported every season 
as resulting from the employment of 
kerosene show the extreme carelessness 
with which it is used. With all the 
warnings that have been given in the 
papers, with all the accounts of burn
ings that have been published, many 
families continue to use it for starting 
fires in the morning, and for reviving 
them during the day. It is so cheap 
that many persons use it instead of 
kindling-wood, often spilling consider
able quantities of it on the stove, or 
floor, and the wonder is that a larger 
number of "accidents" do not occur. 

But the "accidents" resulting from 
the employment of kerosene oil do not 
all occur from using it to kindle fires. 
We read every year of numerous ex
plosions of kerosene lamps. The lamps 
in which these explosions occur are 
sometimes in the hands of persons who 
are carrying them about the house, and 
other times are standing on tables or 
other supports. If one attempts to pro
duce an explosion by uniting the Yapor 
rising from kerosene oil with air, with 
a view of furnishing information to ex
plain the phenomenon, he ia quite 
likely to fail. The conditions necessary 
to produce an explosion, however, are 
very often furnished by causes not di
rected by design. The like of this is 
true of explosive compounds formed of 
other substances. An expi-rimenter 
may fail in his purpose, but he may be 
injured by the explosion of the same 
substance at an unexpected time. As 
before stated, explosive compounds 
result from the union of the volatile 
portions of kerosene with the air. 
When the oil in a lamp has burned 
quite low and the temperature of the 
lamp and its contents ia high, a speck 
conveyed to the mixture aDove the oil 
or the sudden escape of some of the 
gas in the direction of the flame ahove 
is quite certain to produce an explosion. 
If a heated lamp containing a consider
able amount of gas above the oil is 
shaken, as by carrying it in the hand 
or by jarring the suppoit on which it 
stands, an explosion is likely to follow. 
Since kerosene oil has been subjected 
to a vigorous inspection the standard of 
the oil has been raised and the number 
of explosions have been greatly re
duced. Still there is some dangerous 
oil sold and much carelessness prac
ticed, and as a consequence there are 
explosions, more or less common. 

Another prominent cause of danger 
in the use of kerosene is found in the 
practice of filling lamps after dark, or 
near a stove or fire place at anytime. 
If a lamp is replenished in the evening 
while it is still heated, a light being 
used to aid in conducting the opera
tion, the vapor issuing from the open 
lamp-can or filler may ignite and re
sult in serious consequences. Oil is 
also liable to be spilled and inflamed 
before its presence on the floor, table, 
or clothing is noticed. There should be a 
prohibition in every house against using 
kerosene to start or replenish fires, and 
against filling or trimming lamps at 
other times than when the work can 
be done by dayligbt. If this rule was 
more rigidly observed by all tho mem
bers of every household, "accidents" 
from the use of kerosene oil would soon 
ceasS to occur. 

A Scriptural Courtship. 
A young gentleman happening to sit 

at church in a pew adjoining one which 
a young lady occupied for whom he 
conceived a sudden passion was de 
sirous of entering into a courtship on 
the spot. The emergency of the case 
suggested the following plan: He 
politely handed his fair neighbor a 
Bible open with a pin stuck in the fol
lowing text: Second epistle of John, 
verse fifth—"And now I beseech thee, 
lady, not as though I wrote a new com
mandment unto thee, but that which 
we had in the beginning, that we love 
one another." She returned it pointing 
to the second chapter of Buih, verse 
tenth—"Then she fell on- her face and 
bowed herself to the ground and said 
unto him, have I found giace in 
thine eyes, seeing that I am a stranger?" 
He returned the book, pointing to the 
thirteenth verse of the third epistle of 
John—"Having many things to write 
unto you, I would not write with paper 
and ink, but I trust to come unto you 
and speak face to face." From this 
interview a marriage took place. 

The Male and the Small Boy. 
Cincinnati Enquirer. v 

A boy, apparently very much agitat
ed, rushed into a house yesterday and 
said to the lady: 

"I don't want ter alarm yer, but I've 
got big news. The man s„nt me up 
from the livery Btable to tell yer.1' 

"Good heavens, what is it?*' 
"Why, you know yer little boy Aleck, 

what the man can't keep outen the liv
ery stable 'round ihe corner?" 

"Yes, well?" . -v 
"I told Aleck just now not to go inter 

the stable among the horses, but be 
wouldn't mind me " 

"O dear, what has happened?" 
"He said he wanted ter see what a 

mule 'ud do when yer tickled its heels 
with a straw." 

"O heavens!" gasped the lady, and 
hung to the mantel for support. 

"Well, sir, yer boy Aleck got a straw, 
anuck up behin' a sorrel mule, tickled 
him on the heels, an " ifi 

The lad* started for the door. 
"An' thffMamed critter never lifted 

a hoof," called the boy,—"never as 
much as switched its cussed tail. It's a 
mighty good thing for Aleck that he 
didn't, too; an'I thought I'd come up 
an' tell yer/' And he dodged out at 
the side entrance. ^ : 

THE shrinking of the water in Tulare 
lake. Gal., haa uncovered a prehistoric 
settlement, stone buildings, traces of 
canals onoe bordered with punted trees 
and other evidences of former occupa
tion by an unknown race, are being 
dleariy defined aa the water subsides. 
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Anuuat ltcport of tho Secretary of War— 
Statistics, Kccoiuniendntioiis, Etc. 

ID  lils nmiu:\l report to the president, Hon. Uoo. 
W. McCYuiy, tlic toci'ttniy of war, rcrers as fol
lows to the various mniicnsln his department: 

Concerning tho Utc outbreak, he takes tlic 
cronml that ihe government should insist in its 
demands for the surrender and punishment of the 
Indians responsible for the Meeker massacre and 
tho treacherous attack upon Major Thornburgh'a 
command. 

He concurs in General Sherman's rccommeuda-
tiou that tho army be Uxed at 35,000 men, exclu
sive of those on detached service, and counsels 
the salo of several military posts. 
. IIo reduced tho engineers' estimates for river 
and harbor improvements during the next fiscal 
year from SUjOOi^COO to 85,000,000, and he has also 
made a reduction of over §3,000,000 from estimates 
(aggregating about $10,000,000; which were sub-
uuueufor ail other public works under the war 
department. 

'ihe Judge Advocate General reports, among 
other items of business, the receipt and review at 
his bureau of 1,1)78 records of general court-mar
tial, and the furnishing to tho secretary of war of 
WW reports and opinions on questions of law. |He 
reports tho convictions for desertion as increased 
during tho past year by twenty-lour, and expresses 
the opinion that tho two principal or nioet'con-
spicious causes of desertion in tho army fare: 
Hrst, drunkenness, or rather Indulgence in Intoxi
cating liquors. Second, oppressive or injudicious 
treatment uf soldiers by non-commissioned olll-
cers, and cspccially lirst sergeants of companies 
invested with nn exces3 of authority. 

The secretary advises, in accordance with the 
views of tho judgo advocate general, that some 
certain term of amenability be tixed in the case of 
deserters. This term, however, ought not to be 
loo short, lest a hope of speedy immunity should 
be held out to encourage a crime already too pre
valent; nor should the law to bo enacted be com
plicated by nuy proviso in reference to the offen
ders having been within or without the territorial 
domain ot tho United States. 

Tho quartermaster general reports that the ex
penditures of the quartermaster's department 
during tho fiscal year havo been $10,758,001.11; 
that S12,135.50 was transferred from tho appropria
tion lor support of the military prison to tne corn-
missionary department on account of subsistence 
of prisoners: ihut $198,103.2u has been covered 
Into the surplus fund tn ihe treasury, and that the 
balance to credit of (;r.ia'ijimastei''» department 
appropriation in treasury on tho 30th of June, 
1879, was $1,219,701.15. Tho expenditures or tho 
department havo decreased. In 187-1 they were 
$14.558,317.11; in 1879 they were $10,758,001.11. 

'lho department moved during the year 69,177 
persons, 4,931 beasts and 120,440 tons of supplies 
lrom the settlements to tho military posts, many 
of which arc in the far interior and at the end ot 
tong_ lines of communication. The cost of this 
transportation was $2,215,908.05. 

The paciilc railroads transported 10,486 persons, 
1,780 beasts and 52.147,582 pounds of nupplies dur
ing the year. At tnelr regular tariff rates the value 
of this service was $721,943.40. The total ualue of 
the military transportation over these roads to 
June 30, 18i9, is $lU,3!>2,3;il.99. 

The rallrouda winch purchased material from 
the quartermaster's department, under executive 
orders Jof October. 18U5, still owed the United 
States, on the 1st of J uly last, the sum of $1,892,-
U77.ll. Of this amount the Nashville and North
western railroad, which is insolvent, owes $908.-
550.27, which amount it is not supposed will ever 
be paul. 

lu the Investigation and examination lor claims 
for compensation for quarlei-master's siores taken 
by the army, under the act of July 4,1804, tho sum 
of $122, 825.52 has been expended during the year; 
2,4ti0 claims of nearly $2,000,(XX) havo been investi
gated, and on these the investigating agents rec
ommend atlowauco of one-fourth of a million; 
3,790 claims have been considered during tho year 
amounting to $3,186,6S8.55; 1,007 have been report
ed to tho treasury, with recommendation for al
lowance amounting to $121,500.26. Under this 
law 40,748 claims havo been flled for §30,557,014.99 
—9,905 have been reported on favorably for allow
ance of 54,143,932.9."); 19,194 have been rejected, 
amounting to $17,432,995.00, and 11,949 renydjju 
asking lor $5,523,293.55. 

New military posts have been nnder consfflffi 
tlon on tho \ cilowstono or Milk liver, near the 
northern boundary line, on the lino of communi
cation of tho renegade Indians who lied into 
British America; on Lako Chelan, in Northern 
Washington Territory, and on the north fork ol 
the Canadian river, in tho Indian Territory; also, 
on Bear Butte crcek, in tho Black Hills, Oakota. 
Other military posts were authorized by .law at 
El Paso, Tex., atPagosa Springs, Col., and on[the 
Niobrara river, in Nebraska. 

Tho military cemeteries, eighty in number, are 
in good order, and improve in beauty as cultiva
tion improves. 

The commissary general rocommends that ths 
appropriation for subsistence of the army be made 
available from tho passage of tho act making it, 
in which recommendation I concur. 

Attention is invited to the fact that the subsis
tence department has not been reimbursed for the 
valuo of a largo quantity of supplies issued to In
dians and transferred to Indian agents, and the 
commissary general states that In his estimates 
for prisoners of war for the next fiscal year he has 
included only Indians for the rsbcistcncc of whom 
no other appropriation is made. 

The enactment of a law authorizing the com
missary general to detail such officers of the sub
sistence department as may bo necessary to inves
tigate claims not already decided npon by the 
commissary general, or which, having been decid
ed. may be reopened on account of new evidence 
submitted, is recommended. 

The total number of deaths from all causes re
ported among tho white troops was 2t>6, or 12 men 
per 1,000 of mean strength. Of these, 162, or 7 
per 1,000 strength, died of disease, and 104 or Bper 
;,000 of strength, of wounds, accidents and inju
ries. The proportion of deaths from all causes to 
cases treated was 1 to 142. The total number of 
white soldiers reported to have been discharged 
from the service on ''surgeon's certificate of disa
bility" was b"7, or 31 per 1,000 of mean strength. 

Tho total number of deaths of colored soldiers 
reported, from all causes, was 20. or 14 per 1,000 of 
mean strength. Of these, 15, or 8 per 1,000 of 
strength, died of disease, and 13, or 6 per 1,000 of 
strength, of wounds, accidents and Injuries. The 
proportion of deaths from all causes to caseR 
treated was 2 to 140. The total number of coloret-
soldiers reported to havo been discharged on ''tui'-
geon's certificate of disability" was 4.2, or 22 pel 
1,000 of mean.strength. 

The paymaster general states that tho freed-
mon-'B bureau, fo« pavment of bounties, etc,, to 
colored soldiers, organized In 1807, and transferred 
in 1872 to the adjutant general, is now in opera
tion in the pay department, under the act of March 
3,1879. 

Thc-rcport of tho chief of engineers shows lhat 
work upon our sea-coast defenses have been limit
ed, in accordance with tho terms of the act of 
Jlareh 23,1878, to their protection, preservation 
and repair. For the reason that these works aro 
subject, more than any other national structures, 
with tho exception, perhaps, of lighthouses, to 
thd destructive and deteriorating effects of tho 
sea, tbe amount heretofore appropriatcc for these 
objects has proved insufficient, many necessary 
works of repair and protection remaining nnexl-
cnted at the close of the last fiscal year for want 
of funds. 

The construction, repair, preservation, and com
pletion of certain public works on rivers and har
bors, and the surveys cud examinations connect
ed therewith, havo been prosecuted during the 
fiscal vear ending June 30.1879, with tho meant 
Srovided by tho river and harbor act, approved 

uue 18,1878, and the balance of previous appro
priations remaining unexpended on July 1,187s. 

Tho execution of all works provided for in the 
river and harbor act, app:oved March 3,1879, for 
which the plans and projects have been approved, 
is being proceeded with. In tho case of new 
works unavoidable delays have in somo instances 
arisen from the necessity of considering legal 
questions touchin" the occupancy of their sites. 

On the survey of the northern and northwestern 
lakes, tho main triangulation connecting Lako 
Krie with Lake Michigan has been nearly com
pleted. Coast charts Nos. 3, 4 and 5, of Lake On
tario, and Noe. 2,3 and 4, of Lake Erie have been 
finished. 

The survey of the territory west of the lOOtb 
meridian has been continued in the states of Col
orado, Texas, Nevada, California and Oregon, and 
in the territories of Arizona, New Mexico, Utah 
and Washington, and in connection wltn thin 
work a special survey of Great Salt Lake has been 
completed. 

The construction of tho new buildings at Rock 
Island arsenal has progressed in a Mtisfactory 
manner, and, with tne aid of the new appropria
tions nsk«d for, the workshops will soon be in a 
roflfliHlrtt to rcrplrd <•« J r* 
mence manufacturing to meet the future wants of 
the conntry. 

During tne last fiscal year there were mannftic. 
turcd s: thv iialiunai armory 20,005 Springfield 
rifles, and, under the law authorizing it, 1,000 of 
the experimental Hotchkiss magazine rifles, 
There wero in 8tnr», on July 1,1!K9, only 22,073 
rifles and 5,406 carbines at the armory and arsen
als, a wretchedly small number, considering th* 
wants of the present and tho calls that may be 
made in the future. 

The Hotchkiss arms are now in the hands of 
the regular army for trial in active service, and 
upon the reports, to be made by-monthly, will de-
Eend any recommendations for the supply to be 

ereafter manufactured. But whether this maga
zine gun is to be the arm of the future or not, it it 
not safe to delay providing an ample innnlT of 
tho Springfield rifles. , 

The issue for publicatibn of tbe official deduc
tions or forecasts had at the office of the chief 
signal officer, and known as the synopsis and in
dications, has continued during tho year. There 
ha»be«i no failure of tho dcltvcir 'of any report 
to the press durtng that period. The total num
ber of the reports thus furnished at the hours of 1 
a. m., 10:80*. m., and 7:80 p. m., daily, has been 
1,005. 

By an arrangement with the postoffice depart
ment, 6,148 printed "Farmers' Bulletins,'* on 
which appear daily the forecasts of this office, 
have been distributed and displayed In frames 
daily at as many different poatofflcc* tn different 
cities, vulatre*, and hamlets in different states, for 
the nse of the agricultural population throughout 
the United State*. • 

A "Weather Case, or Farmers* Weather Indica
tor, . as instrument arranged to exhibit together 
on a shnple pin the meteorological indication* 
of seveial instruments, and in such way that they 
c«° eaal^Boted by any one, ia ta preparation 

Grant's Herse*Talk. 
San VtaaclKO Chronirle. 

As (the trial of speed against time to
day by 8t Julian, in his iffort to lower 
his unprecedented record of 2:12|} at
tracts considerable attention among 

U.S.Grant rt«ud^acmeaf od* 
to recalled by a Ckrcnkk report

er with whom he talked. After exprena. 
ing himself as gratified beyond 
ure in being fortunate enough to have 
witnessed St. Julian's great burn?Tr 
speed at Oakland park, he said in a ge? 
eral way; "It is difficult to estimate the 
probable speed of a trotting horse of th! 
future. Now, Santa Claus. about h! 
finest specimen of horseflesh 1 ever 
will, I think, within five years, ifnoT 
cident happens to him, trot in 2-10 Fin 
negan, his owner, told me his horeeha i 
trotted at different times, in private 
quarters and halves at a rate of sneprt 
which would make that remarkable 
time a possibility. He is a voung and a 
very strong horse and his 2:18 San JORP 
was made in a mere jog. Prom what 
I have seen and heard, it appears tome 
that the great trouble in thfs state has 
been a lack of thoroughbred mares hut 
I believe this is about overcome' at 
least it ought to be from tho number 
of the ones lately imported by wealthy 
horsemen. The climate ot California 
offers great inducements for eastern 
horsemen to winter their stock here. It 
enables them to exercise nearly every 
day, which is of great value to trotters" 
Speakinc of Earus, the general said-
"One is always surprised that a horse of 
his size can draw the weight he does 
and get over the ground as he does' 
But he is a regular machine.', In refer'-
ing to his recent purchase by Bonner 
the general remarked: ''Bonner has 
any number ol fast horses, and manages 
horses almost better than any man I 
know of; but I would not take his Dex
ter as a present if I had to drive hinr 
he is a very unreliable horse, eo unruly 
and vicious on the road. He behaved 
well enough on the track, for he knows 
that all he has to do is to go around as 
fast as he can, and I tell you he goes 
pretty fast too." In answer to a ques
tion regarding the Arabian horses pre
sented to him by the shah of Persia, he 
said: "Yes, they are the most thorough
bred ever imported to this country. 
They are not so very fast, but they are 
said to have wonderful endurance, and 
are very gentle. In England they pay 
very little attention to time the horses go 
over the course, and it does not matter 
if one should stop and take a feed of 
oats, so long as he comes in first." 

The general as it is well known, ia a 
fine horseman, driving four or six horses 
with equal ease. He enjoys the repu
tation of being one of the best judges of 
horses in tho country, a knowledge not 
extensively possessed by many of our 
leading men, and but rarely among 
our former presidents. 

POPULAR SCIENCE. 

Piazzi Smyth suggests the construction 
of an imperial observatory on the 
heights of Cyprus, where the sky is 
clear and the climate mild. 

Near Sabastopol the pedestal of a 
bronze stutue has been dug up. It is 
covered with Hellenic inscriptions be
longing to the second century before 
the Christian era. 

Among the articles exhibited at the 
general congress of German apothe
caries,{held at Hanover on Sept. 4, were 
a specimen of genuine oriental bezoar 
a goblet of metalic antimony formerly 
used for imparting a purgative effect to 
wine or beer, a venerable sample of 
Allium Groecum, and a selection of 
chemical apparatus inscribed with al-
chymistic symbols. 

51. A. Dupre has published a letter 
challenging the claim of M. T. Bechamp. 
as to tho discovery of the presence of 
alcohol in animal tissues during lite. 
He says: "Years ago the late Dr. 
Anstie and myself showed that animal 
tissues, when distilled with water, yield 
a distillate containing traces of a sub
stance which gives all the characteris
tic reactions of alcohol. In our re
searches on the elimination of alcohol, 
we had not only recognized this, but 
made allowances for the presence of 
this natural alcohol." 

A remarkable case of surgeiy has 
been reported to the French Academy 
of Medicine. A carpenter nearly cut 
off the big toe of his right foot with an 
axe. The toe was held to tbe foot by 
a small thread of skin only. Dr. Ganey 
detachcd the toe completely, and hav
ing washed it and the wound on the 
foot, brought tbe surface together again 
and held them in place by strips of lint 
soaked with collodion. When the 
collodion had Bet another strip was 
wound round. An apparatus was used 
also used to keep all parts, of the foot 
immovable. Twenty-four days after 
the accident cicatrization was perfect. 

India ranks fourth among the coun
tries of the world for the extent of coal 
deposits. She has 30,000 square miles 
of coal fields; the United States, 500,000; 
China, 400,000; and Australia, 240,000. 
Only 500,000 tons of Indian coal are now 
consumed annually, and this quantity 
is mined at Ranigunj, Kurhurbali, and 
Daltongunj, in Bengal, and Mopani and 
Warora in the Central provinces. But 
there are 1,000,000 tons used every 
year for locomotives and factories, the 
other 500,000 being imported, mainly 
from Europe and Austalia. Indian 
coal is almost all bituminous, and its 
structure is laminated, presenting 
alternately bright and dark layers. Its 
heating quality is inferior to English 
coal, but the native coal gives good 
results when mixed in equal propor
tions with the latter. 

Charcoal as an agent for the purifi
cation of water not only holds back 
coloring matters and decomposes ana 
partially retains most mineral salts and 
gases, but it absorbs and detains the 
XuOst TATicu oigttiiic compounds, n!* 
trogenous and non-nitrogenous. Claude 
Bernard first demonstrated its import
ant power of absorbing albumen, a 
power which increases with the quanti
ty of the latter, with the time of con
tact, and with the concentration of the 
liquid to be filtered, and which is the 
more important as the arrested body 
is held so firmiy as not to be removed 
by solvents. One especial drawback 
of charcoal is its ready saturation with 
impurities, so that it requires to be re
vived or freed from the retained mat
ters, or if this is impracticable, to be re
newed altogether. As a substitute for 
charcoal, various substances have, 
therefore, been proposed and among 
these spongy iron. Dr. L. Lewin has 
subjected spongy iron to elaborate ex
periments which show that, when used 
as a filter, it neither decomposes nor 
holds back nitrogenous substances in 
such a manner that tbey may not be 
washed out again. Ihe filtrate in one 
kind of experiment contained numer
ous bacteria. Odors of putrescent 
matter wore bat slightly removed by 
spongy iron, and plumbiferoos waters 
underwent very little improvement 
through contact with it, . 
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