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PritADELPHIA - Presbyterians met the
'olber evening to make preliminary ar-
rangements for the sscond triennial
“general council of the Presbyterian
iron in all the world, to be held in

“Tam fact that little Norway has the
second largest commercial fleet in the
_manager. $

“has just died in extremo poverty, She
| pamsionately attached to Charlea | of
‘Duke of Payma; and two days be-

 the plot against .iis life.  For this

d, ten

il be continued in ‘hopes of

HE WEEK'S WORK.
um !‘roni vapoum
WASHINGTON.

SAvs n Washington dispatch of . Nov.

th: Attorney General Devens says it
> will devolve upon con to enact a
D, of Mobile, | new trade mark at-onco. Ile «oes not

think business interests will suffer much
additional embarrassment.

A WasminaTox dispatch of the 28th-
states that the agitation of a new nation.
al bankrupt law is making some progress.
A committee of the New York Chamber
of Commerce is said to be engaged in
drafting a bill, and the committees of the
differext chambers of commerce through.
out the coun are to be requested to
dirsn separate bills and submit sugges.
tions.

It was r(a{xortod in Washington Nov,
24th, that Gen. Gaant has agreed to meet
the representative of the Nicaraugnan
fovernment in Philadelphia December

6th for the purpose of exchanging views
about the canal. It was believed by
many that the general contemplated ac-
cepting the presidency of the company.
It is said the salary is to be $25,000 per
annum until the canal ia completed.
when it is to be raised to $50,000.

A WasninaToxN telegram of Nov, 26th
saf'n Becretary Schurz has received the
following: .
Los PiNxos AeENcY, Nov. 24.—We
have information to the effect that the
White River Utes are on their way, in-
cluding Jack. We are now of the opin.
ion that we shall be successful in carry-
ing out your wishes; at all events, we
have patience enongh to try it. So far
as danger 1s concerned, the commission
have not yet given that a thought; they
must take chances. (Signed)
HaTcn, Commissioner,
PosT™ASTER General Key has written
the following letter to Gen. Hazen on
the subject of lottery tickets going
through the mails:
WasHINGTON, Nov. 26.—SIir: Section
3,804, revised statutes, prohibiting car-
riage in the mails of letters concernln;i
lotteries. =Section 8,805 provides thatal
lottery packets or other matter which
may be seized or detained for violation
aw shall  be returned to the owner or
sender of the same, or otherwise dispos.
ed of as the order of the postmaster gen-
eral may direct. In order, therefore, to

onverted one edge of the
) & praning knife after the

present -owner a year be-

ow gauge railroad from that
yurg, ninety-four miles,
that the line will ulti-

fast horses, etc., for & delin-

paper states that Irma Com-
1 dancer and beauly,

&

‘assassinated revealed to

Degpty Bheriffsa McCoy and Beckwith,
on Fox river, and were in bed when the
officers arrived. They made no resist.
ance whatever. They are looking well
and in good spirits.

A Detrorr, Mich., special of Nov.
206th u,r_s. it has leaked out that among
the indictments found by the grand jury
of the United States court, recently sit-
ting in this city, was one on each of the
charges made against Colonel O. F.
Lockhead, of Flint, Mich. Hz2 ischarg-
ed with embezzlement and false entry on
the books of the citizens’ national bank
of Flint, of which he was book-keeper.
There is a scntiment at Flint that he is a
scapegoat for the sins of some one else.
He is colonel of the third regiment of
Michigan militia.

A Nxw York telegram of Nov. 26th
says the courtroom was filled when the
suit of George Link against Mrs, Kate
Sprnfuc was called. Link was tutor
for Mrs. Sprague’s child Willie, at the
time of the recent troubles at Canonchet,
which Senator Conkling figured in, and
sues for $240 for salary and expenses in
carrying out his engagement as tntor.
The answer of the defendant to the com-
laint sets up that the agreement with
Linck was made in the capacity asa mar-
ried woman, and that, therefore, her hus.
band is responsible for the debt, and not
her; and that Governor Sprague had full
knowledge of the engagement made with
Linck. In the course of the argument a
letter was read from Mrs, Sprague to
Linck to show that she considered him
in her employ; and counsel addexd proof
that he made his exit from the Sprague
mansgion at the end of a shot-gun. The
Judge took the papers, but reserved his
decision.

CABLEGRAMS,

It was publicly announced, Nov. 24th,
that the ministry of Russian foreign af-
fairs was to be taken from Gortschakoff
nndﬁluced in the hands of Prince Wal-
lujeff.

A DusLiN dispatch of Nov. 25th, an-
nounces Lhat the government engineers
have surveyed districts bordering on the
Shannon river, with a view to the com-
mencement, by the government, of ex-
tensive drainage operations. The pros-
pect of the employment of laborers in
that district was regarded with great
satisfaction.

Tae revolution in Cuba, says a dis-

carry out the provisions of the sections
referred to it is directed that all letters
concerning lotteries which may arrive at
the dead.letter oflice; be returned:to the
writer, If by inadvertence, mistake, or
otherwise letters supposed to contain lot-
tery matter should come to the dead.-let-
ter office, they should be sent to the of-
fice of delivery with such directions to
the postmaster as will ensure their
prompt delivery.

D, M. Kgy, Postmaster General.

‘direcior of police.

| gas well near the old
e, on the old Austin
miles from B:lenham,
humbng, It is twelve-inch
hundred and fifty-two feet
ien ignited throws a wide-
me filteen feet in height.
f people visit it daily. The)

FIRES AND CASUALTIES,

< Mwm'n‘" Tux Northern Traneportation Compa-
= ny’s steamer, City of New York, went
elopement at Reidsville, | sground near Ludyinglon Nov. 24th, and
r day, proved to botoo| WilerlogEed. T ek
. . HE house ot Mrs. Samuel N. Tick-
» It was early in ner, at Norwich, Conn., burned Nov.
25th, and Mrs' Tickner perished in the
flames.
A Br. Lours dispatch of the 26th states
that one of the public school buildings
burned, and several ?upm Were more or
less injured in a panic in the school.
A sINGULAR accident occurred at

pe, and the horse
. She yelled,
and her father

Calhoun, K{., Saturday, says a dispatch
of tho 24th, by which Houston,
aged 18, was instantly killed. He was
leaning on a shotgun watching a game
z{} tiue.ba!l, ;he: a “foul }111‘1" sen:dthe

) t the mer of his gun, dis-
chﬁ;;k : Tho% entered u‘:du the
Teft arm and came out at the top of the

- Tax Oronoco mill owned by Gooding
& Allis, at Oronoco, Olmsted county,
Minn., burned !Nov. 25th, together. with
its contents, including thirty: thousand
bushels of ~wheat: and valuable ma-
ao‘.ooo.’ . 11'?:: lo.p:olglnlo‘hb' 1m| in

| ) : sup o have origina-
- | ted trom friction.

Apvices from Randalis, Iowa, of Nov.
2 state that Ihbt; ﬁtown l'“ nl::loall
who demd re, only one busi:
neas h{mu' g left standing. Thelnss
is heavy with very little insurance.
fire is supposed to have originated ina
rivalry between saloon keepers. Great
indi on exists.

A sPROIAL of Nov. 24th from Traverse
City reports that the schooner H. B.
Phelps, of Oswego, went ashore at Glen

atch of Nov. 26th, has resulted in giv-
ng two rival corsuls to New York. Hip-
ponto Bellini, who represents the old gov-
ernmept,and recognized by, the American
government, declines to clear any ves-
sels from this port for the ports of Puerto
Plata and S8amana, which are held by the
revolutionary government, and are de-
clared by the Guillermo government to
be blockaded. Bellini says he is acting
under special orders from his govern-
ment, and shall maintain his pcsition as
consul until the revolutionists shall have
possession of the capital.

GENERAL NOTES. -

Tue Cincinnati chamber of commerce
adopted resolutions withdrawing froiu
the national association, Nov. 24th.

Moopy and Sankey, the revivalists, be-
gan a series of religious meetings in St.
Louis, Nov. 25th. The city is divided
into five districts, and the details of the
work are placed in the hands of laymen,
one from cach evangelical denomination.

A pigraTeH of the 28th from Washing
ton says the excess of value ot exports
over imports of merchandise for October
was $40,067,878, the largest in the history
of the counlry, Tho excess of lhe im-
ports of gold and silver into the country
over cxports, from July 1 to Nov. 22,
amounted to about $65,000,000.

: ALBERT LAVERGNE, who traveled in
this country under the name of Abraham
Le .-pﬁemd before a squad of New
Yo'ti police Nov. 26th, and voluntarily
‘confessed having absconded to the
United States in 1876, from Paris, where
he had stolen from the firm of which he
was a partner $30,000 worth of diamnonds.
He said he had squandered the money
and desired to return to France and be
punished for his offence.

A Nxw York telegram of the 28th

says it has been officially announced that
W‘llhm H. Vanderbilt has sold 250,000

The |shares of New York Central stock to va-

ricus leading foreign and domestic bank-
ers, represented by Messrs. Drexell, Mor-
an & Co., of New York, and Messrs. J.
. Morgan & Co., of Londen. It was
extreme {dimcnlt to get at the correct
details of this collossal transaction—the

Arbor, Lake chigan, Wednesda!
night. The vessel and cargo,

Ius::et single transfer on record—owing
to edreﬁeencd of various persons con-
cerned.

17,
bushels of wheat, total loss. Capt. Kelly,
Robert Dewey, George Kelly, of Oswego,
Fraok Golden, cook, of Bandusky, and a
German sailos, name unknown lhipx:‘d
at Milwaukee, all drowned. e t
mate Howrigan and Edward Igoe, of
Oswego, were saved.
Oxxz of the most destructive fires that
has in New York for some time
took place Nov. 25th, consuming the ex-
tensive stables of the Eighth Avenue
horse-car railroad company. The fire

A Rawnins, Wyoming, dispatch of
Nov. 28th says the troops now stationed
here to.day received orders to go into
winter quarters as follows: Four com-
panies (H, K, and M{ Third cavalry,
under command of Col. Bracket, to Fort
Laramier companies A, B, D, and F
Third clnlrdy to FortBanders, and com-
panies E an I to Fort Steele. Five com-
panies (B, C, K, D and F) of the Fifth
cavalry, under command of Gen. Merritt,
who will arrive here on the 20th, will go
to Fort Russell.

on in five minutes
thereafter, the flames rapidly enveloped
structure and up with

. ‘The bullding was a four
% by 400 feet. The scene,
fire was thrilling in
ere were 800 horses in

A Los Pixos, Colorado, special of
Nov. 28th says that at the meeting of the
commission this morning, Ouray reports
the arrival last night of a runner from
Douglas’s Camp, with the information
thatowing to the advance of troops the
Uintans have left the agency and reserva-
tion to join Douglss, prepared to fight;
that the White River Utes decline to re.
turn, and Jack sends word he will not
come here until the Uintas trouble is
settled. If this be true the work for the

| port,

: msdewhtopheemnsﬂcon very

commission is ended for the present.
Somejol the commission doubt the re.
feving it a ruse to gain time, or
:tu the Mormons are at the botlom of

Tnx postoffice department, says a
Washiogton special of Nov. 26th, has
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BURNED AS A WITCH.

The Horrible Tragedy Enacted This Year
in a Russian Peasant Yillage.

8t. Petersburg Golos.

In the city of Tikhvin, on October 25,

seventeen peasants were put on trial
charged with burning alive a peasant
woman, Agraphena Ignatieff, 50 years
old, as a witcg. On the preliminary
investigation it was discovered that Ag-
raphens, from her girlhood, had been
regarded a8 possessing the superhuman
power of “spoiling” people; that is, of
inflicting different diseases on the per-
gons who displeased her, and also of
curing them at her own will. Marrying
a soldier, she left her native village,
Zrocheff, and settled in St. Petersburg.
Two years before her death she return-
ed to her native place a widow and
penniless, The villagers were much
alarmed at her appearance, being afraid
that she woul! cause them much
trouble, The boldest, or perhaps tke
most cowardly of them, wanted to at
once shut up the witch in her house
and burn her, But atthat time the vil-
lagers did not dare carry out this plan.
Agraphena was poor and sickly, and
lived principally on charity. Some of
the village families, out of fear of the
supposed witch, used to satisfy all her
wishes, while others, especially the poor
ones, had to refuse her demands, and
were wont to ascribe to her all the cazes
of sicknessand all the accidents that
befel them. While living in St. Peters-
burg, Agraphena had become acquaint-
ed with the properties of many valua-
ble medicines, and afler ber return to
the village she often attended the sick,;
gometimes with wonderfal success
This only confirmed the popular belie
in her witcheraft. Unhappily for her-
self, she neither admitted nor denied
openly that she was a witch; perhaps
she preferred to leave things as they
were, drawing, no doubt, a profit from
the villagers’ fears.
In January, 1879, a young woman was
suddenly taken sick and died; then two
other women were prostrated by some
kind of nervous discase. They cried
cut that they were “spoiled” by the
witch. Their parents tried to propitiate
Agraphena with their tears and pres-
ents. But to all entreaties she simply
answered: *1 did not injure them, nor
can I help them.” Then there arose a
reat indignation; the men of the vil-
age assembled and decided to shut up
the witch in her house, to feed her
there, but on no account to allow her
to visit any other house. This plan was
to be carried out imnmediately. On Feb
ruary 16 a dozen of the villagers went
to the house of Agraphena. They took
along with them nails and planks. Ar-
riving there, they searched the woman’s
trunk for charms; except several phials
of medicines, they found nothing sus-
picious; but to the simple-minded and
excited peasants these seemed to be
the most positive proof of witchcraft,
To make a long story short, Agraphena
was shut up in the house, the door and
windows were securely closed and nail-
ed, and, lhoufh this had been no part
of the original plan, the house was set
on fire. The blaze attracted at once a
crowd of people; many expressed their
gratification, and nobody dared to in-
terfere on behalf of the victim. Among
the others came the brother of Agra-
phena. He rushed to the door and
tried to break it in, but was not allowed
to doso, “The Mir have =o decided,
let her burn,” cried the mob. Some of
the more humane, however, approach.
ed the window and shouted to the wo-
man; “Coufess thy crimes and we will
save thee.”” But ehe kept silent. To
hér despairibg brcther she answered:
“Dear brother, I am not guilty.” One
of the crowd eaid aloud: *'There is yet
time to save the woman; let us do il at
once, cr we shall suffer severely.”
“Don’t touch her,” said a septaugenari-
an; “I answer for this deed with my
head.” The fate of- the woman was
sealed; nobody thereafter tried to save
her. On the contrary, some of the men
helped to spread the fire. Soon the
ceiling fell down, and the unhappy vic-
tim of popular superstition perished in
the flames. The people stayed at the
place the whole night, till the fire went
out of itsell. On the nextday the con-
stable found a few charred bones. On
the trial the nts confessed their
deed, but denied that they had commit-
ted a crime. The jury found only
three, the ringleaders, guilty. One of
these was the old man above mention-
ed. The rest were acquitted.

Kerosene Disasters.

The discovery of kerosene oil in in-
exhaustible quantities, or rather the in-
vention of a lamp in which it could be
burned without the production of emoke
resulted in immeasurable benefits to all
civilized people. At the time the oil
was discovered and this lamp invented
whale oil had become g0 scarce that it
could not supply one-hundreth part of
the demand for material for illaminat-
ing purposes. Tallow in tne meantime
had advanced greatly in price, owing to
the increased demand for it for manu-
facturing soap. Lard oil was used to a
considerable extent, but its cost was in
the way of its general employment.
The oil extracted from various kinds of
fish was experimented with, but it was
generally found to give quite an un-
satisfaciory light and a very unsatis-
factory oder., Wax candles were used
in a few mansions, but were far too
costly to be found in ordinary houses.
les made of paraffine afforded a
beautiful white light not injurious to the
£y Chy biaty limo Waa ORDUIGS, LLEY Were
ve. .

About tweniy-seven years ago all
these materials for artificial illamina-
ticn wwero geneially su e by vari-
ous kinde of nids, whi
m of tnrpu;tino
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the place of the article that had been
manufactured from bituminous coal.
In the meantime many improvements
were made in the lamps for burning
the oil till the perfection “of consump-
tion without smoke or offensive odors
was almost reached. The supply of the
oil became so large, the method of
purifying it o excellent, and the facili-
ties for trangporting so much improved
that the price fell to twelve cents per
gallon. From this time we had not
only the best bu! the cheapest material
for illumination the world ever knew.
But there are objectionacle qualities
in the best of things, and kerosene oil
furnishes no exception to the general
rule. It is volatile, very inflammable,
and capable of forming explosive com-
pounds with Lhe air under certain cir-
cumstances. Hence it is a dangerous
substance unless it isstored and handled
with proper care. The long list of “ac-
cidents” that are reported every season
as resulting from the employment of
kerosene show the extreme carelessness
with which it 18 used. With all the
warnings that have been given in the
apers, with all the accounts of burn-
ings that have been published, many
families continue to use it for starling
fires in the morning, and for reviving
them during the day. It isso cheap
that many persons use it instead of
kindling-wood, often spilling ccnsider-
able quantities of it on the stove, or
floor, and the wonder is that a larger
number of “accidents” do not occur.
But the ‘“‘accidents” resulting from
the employment of kerosene oil do not
all occur from using it to kindle fires,
We read every yesr of numerous ex-
plosions of kerosene lamps. The lamps
in which these explosions occur are
sometimes in the hands of persons who
are carrying them about the house, and
other times are standing on tables or
other supports. If one attempts to pro-
duce an explosion by uniting the vapor
rising from kerosene oil with air, with
a view of furnishing information to ex-
plain the phenomenon, he is quite
tikely to fail. The conditions necessary
to produce an explosion, however, are
very often furnished by causes not di-
rected by design. The like of this is
true of explosive compounds formed of
other substances. An expcrimenter
may fail in his purpose, but he may be
injured by the explosion of the sume
substance at an unexpected time. As
before stated, explosive compounds
result from the union of the volatile
ortions of kerosene with the air.
hen the oil in a lamp has burned
quite low and the temperature of the
lamp and its contents is high, a speck
conveyed to the mixture above the oil
or the sudden escape of some of the
gas in the direction of the flame ahove
i8 quite certain to produce an explosion.
If a heated lamp containing a consider-
able amount of gas above the oil is
shaken, as by carrying it in the hand
or by jarring the support on whizh it
stands, an explosion i3 likely to follow.
Since kerosene oil has been subjected
to a vigorous inspection the standard of
the oil has been raised and the number
of explosions have been greatly re-
duced. Still there is some dangerous
oil sold and much carelessness prac-
ticed, and as a consequence there are
explosions, more or less common.
Another prominent cause of danger
in the use of kerosene is found in the
practice of filling lamps after dark, or
near a stove or fire place at any time.
If a lamp is reéplenished in the eveniong
while it is still heated, a light being
used to aid in conducting the opera-
tion, the vapor issuing from the open
lamp-can cr filler may ignite and re-
sult in serious consequences. Oil is
also liable to be spilled and inflamed
before ils presence on the floor, table,
or clothing is noticed. There should bea
prohibition in every house against using
kerosene to start or replenish fires, and
against filling or trimming lamps at
other times than when the work can
be done by aaylignt. If this rule was
more rigidly observed by all the mem-
bers of every household, ‘“accidents”
from the use of kerosene oil wounld soon
ceas8 to occur.

- o - o
A Seriptural Courtship.

A young gentleman happening to sit
at church in a pew adjoining one which
a young lady occupied for whom he
conceived a sudden passion was de
sirous of entering into a courtship on
thespot. The emergency of the case
suggested the foliowing plan: He
politely handed his fair neighbor a
Bible open with a pin stuck in the fol-
lowing text: Second epistle of Joln,
verse fifth—“And nowi)beseech thee,
lady, not as though I wrote a new com-
mandment unto thee, but that which
we had in the beginning, that we love
one another.” She returned it pointing
to the second chapter of Rath, verse
tenth—'‘Then she fell on her face and
bowed heregelf to the ground and said
unto him, have I found grace in
thine eyes, seeing that Iam a stranger?”
He returned the book, pointing to the
thirteenth verse of the third epistle of
Jobn—*“Having many things to write
unto you, I would not write with paper
and ink, but I trust to come unto you
and speak face to face.” From this
interview a marriage took nlace.

The Mule and the Small Boy.
Cinclnnat! Enquirer.

A boy, apparently very much agitat-
ed, rtuged into & house yesterday and
said to the lady:

“l don’t want ter alarm yer, but I've
g’ot bignews. The man <.at me up

om the livery stable to tell ver.,”

“Good heavene, what is it?”

“Why, you know yer little boy Aleck,
what the man can’t keep outen the liv-
erv stabls *;5und ibe corner?”

“Yes, welit”

“J told Aleck jusi now not to go inter
the stable among the horses, but he
wounldn’t mind me——"

“Q dear, what has happened?”

“He said he wanted ter see what a
mule 'ud do when yer tickled its heels
Y10 heavarat” the lad

eavens!” gas L] y, and
hung to the mantel f:f'npport.
“Well, sir, yer boy Aleck got a straw
snuck up behin’ a sorrel mule, tickled
him on the heels, an——"
slarted for the door.
ed critter never lifted

m y good thing for Aleck that he
dm':,’too: ln'lth“oniht I'd come up
an’ tell yer.” And he dodged out at
the side entrance.

‘THE shrinking of the water in Tulare
lake, Cal., has uncovered a prehistoric
settlement, buildings, traces of

THE WAR DEPARTMENT.

Annual Report of the Sceretary of War—
Statistics, llecommendations, Ete.

Iu lis annual report to the president, Hon. Geo.
W. McCrary, the eecretary of war, refers as fol-
lows to the varions matters in Lis department:

Concerning the Ute outbreak, he takes the
ground that the government should jnsist in {18
demands for the surrender and punishnent of the
Indians responsible for the Meeker massacre and
the treacherous attack upon Major Thornburgh's
command.

He concurs in General Sherman's recommenda-

tion that the army be fixed at 25,000 men, exclu-
give of those on detached eervice, aud counscls
the sale of several military posts.
. e redueed the engineers' estimates for river
and harbor improvements during the next fiscal
year from $14,000,00 to §5,000,000, and he has also
made a reduction of over §3,000,000 from estimates
(aggregating about $10,000,000) which were gub-
mitted for ail other public works under the war
department.

‘the Judge Advocate General reports, among
other items of business, the receipt und review at
his burean of 1,673 records of general court-mar-
tial, and the furnishing to the secretary of war of
898 reports and opinions on questions of law. [He
reports the convictions for desertion as increased
during the past year by twenty-four, and expresses
the opiuton that the two princlipal or moet'con-
gpicious causes of desertion in the armyfare:
First, drunkenness, or rather indulgence in intoxi-
cating liquors, Sccond, oppressive orinjudicious
treatment of goldlers by non-commissioned ofli-
cers, and espeelally first pergeants of companies
invested with un ex 3 of anthority.

The secretary ¢ ses, in accordance with the
views of the Judgo advocate general, that some
certain term of amenability be tixed in the case of
deserters, ‘I'his term, however, ought not to be
too short, lcst a hope of speedy immunity should
be held cut to cucourage a crime already too pre-
valent; nor should the law to be enacted be com-
plicated by any proviso in reference to the offen-
ders having been within or without the territorial
domain of the United States,

The quartermaster general reports that the ex-
penditures of the quartermaster’s department
during the fiseal year have been $10,758,001.11;
that £12,135.50 was transferred from the apvmprlu-
tion for support of the military prison to the com-
missionary department on account of subsistence
of prisoners: that $195,108.26 has been covered
futo the surplus fand in th v, and that the
balance to credit of quuitein s department
approprintion in treasury on the 20th of June,
1879, was $1,210,701.15, The expenditures or the
department have decreased. In 1874 they were
$14,558,317.11; 1n 1870 they were $10,758,001.11.

1'he departinent moved during the year 59,177
persons, 4,921 beasts and 120,440 tons of supp‘lcs
from the settlements to the military posts, many
of which arc in the far interior and at the end of
tong lines of communication. The cost of this
trunSportation was §2,215,068.05.

The pacific railroads transported 10,486 i)crsum!,
1,766 beasts and 52,147,582 pounds of supplies dur-
ing the year. At their regular tariif rates the value
of this service was §721,543.40. The total ualue of
the military transp
June 80, 15,9, is 810

The railroads w

sed material from

¢ master's depar t, under executive
orders fjof October, 1845, still owed the United
States, on the 1st of July lust, the sum of §1,892,-
677.11." Of this amount the Nashville and North-

v ra rallroad, which {2 insolvent, owes S00S.-
530.27, which amount it {s not supposed will ever
be ]m[:l.

1n the investigation and examination for clalme
or Co sation for quartermaster's stores taken
by the army, under the act of July 4, 1864, the sum
ot $122, 525,02 has been expended during the year;
2,400 claims of g
gated, und on tl stigating agents rec-
ommend allowance of one-fourth of a million;
3,796 claims have been considered during the year
amounting to £3,186,658.55; 1,667 have been report-
ed 10 the treasury, with 1 fon for al-

Under this

lowance amounting to §12 .
law 40,748 claims have been filled for $30,557,014.99
—1,805 have been reported on l:nur:\hT_v for allow-

ance of $4,143,932.95;
amounting to $17,
asking for $5,523, 20

New military posts have been under cons{Mf®
tion on the Yn-flu\\’r:unu or Milk river, near the
northern boundary line, on the line of communi-
cation of the renegade Indlans who fled into
British America; on Lake Chelan. in Northern
Washington Territory, and on the north fork of
the Canadian river, in the Indien Territory; also,
on Bear Buatte creek, in the Black Hills, Dakota.,
Other military posts were authorized by law at
El Paso, Tex., at Pagosa Springs, Col., end onlthe
Niobrara river, in Nebrasl

The military cemeteries, eighty in number, are
in good order, and improve in beauty ss cultiva-
ton improves,

10,194 have been rejected,
LU00.00, and 11,810 remgly,

The commissary general recommends that the
appropriation for subsistence of the army be made
availavle from the passage of the act making it,
in which recommendation I concur,

Attention is invited to the fact that the subsis-
tence department has not been reimbursed for the
value of a large quantity of supplies issued to In-

fans and transferred o Indlan agents, and the
commissary general states that in his estimates
for ‘priunucra of war for the next fiscal year he has
incinded only Ind o ¢ of whom
no other appropriation is x

The enactment of a law anthorizing the com.
misgary general 1o detail such officers of the sub:
sislence ncparuncm a8 may be necessary to inves-
tigate claims not already decided mpon by the
commissary general, or which, having been decid-
ed, may be rt:vp\'ucli on account of new evidence
submitted, is recommended.

The total number of deaths from all causes re-
ported among the white troops was 266, or 12 men
per 1,000 of mean strength. OF these, 162, or 7
per 1,000 strength, died of discase, and 104 or Sper
=000 of strength, of wounds, aceldents and inju-
rles. The proportion of deaths from all causes to
cases treated was 1 to 142, The total number of
white soldiers reported to have been discharged
from the ecrvice on “gurgeon’s certificate of disa-
bility™ was 677, or 31 per 1,000 of mean strength.

The total number of deaths of colored soldiers
reported, from all causes, was 20, or 14 per 1,000 of
mean strength. Of these, 15, or 8 per 1,000 of
strength, died of disease, and 13, or 6 per 1,000 of
streugth, of wounds, accidents and injuries. The
proportion of deaths from =all canses to cascs
treated was 2 to 140.  The total number of coloreé
soldiers reported to have been discharged on “sur-
i;c.m'u certificate of disability”™ was 42, cr 22 per

,000 of mean strength.

The paymaster general states that the freed-
men's bureau, for payment of bounties, etc,, to
colored soldiers, organized in 1867, and transferred
in 1872 to the adjutant general, is now in opera-
t!olzg’!vn the pay department, under the act of March

V.

The report of the chief of enginecrs shows that
work upon our sea-coast defenses have been limit-
ed, in nccordance with the terms of the act of
Mareh 23, 1878, to their protection, preservation
and repair, For the reason that these works are
lllh{t'cl.murc than any other national structures,
with the exception, perhape, of lighthouses, to
thé destructive and deteriorating effects of the
sca, the amount heretofore appropriatee for these
objects has proved insufficient, many necessar
works of repair and protection remaining unexi-
cuted at the close of the last fiscal year for want
of funds.

The construction, repair, preservation, and com-
sletion of certain public works on rivers and har-

ors, and the surveys and examinations connect-

ed therewith, have been prosecuted during the

fiscal year ending June 20, 18579, with the means
rovided by the river and harbor act, approved
une 18, 1873, and the balance of previous appro-

priations remaining unexpended onJuly 1, 18i8,

The execution of all works provided for in the
river and harbor act, app:oved March 3, 1879, for
which the plans and projects have been approved,
is being proceeded with. In the case of new
works unavoldable delays have in some instances
arisen from the necessity of coneidering legal
questions touching the occupancy of thelr sites.

On the survey of the northern and northwestern
lakes, the main _trlanguiation connecting Lake
Erie with Lake Michigan has been nearly com-
pleted. Coast charts Nos. 3, 4and 5, of Lake On-
tario, and Nos, 2, 3 and 4, of Lake Erle have been
finished.

The survey of the territory west of the 100th
meridian has been continued in the states of Col-
orado, Texas, Nevads, California and Oregon, and
in the territories of Arizona, New Mexico Utab
and Washington, and in connection with this
work a gpecial survey of Great Salt Lake has been
completed.

The construction of the new builaings at Rock
Island arsenal has progressed in a satisfactory
manuer, and, with the aid of the new appropria-
tions nskad fur. the workshops will soon be ina
candition 0 miealve (hate ymashinsss and oo
nience manufacturing to meet the future wants of
the conatry.

During the last fiscal year there weore mannfae.
tured 2215 uaiionat armory ﬂﬁw& S nng&eld
rifies, and, nnder the law authorizing it, 1,000 of
the experimental Hotchkiss magazioe »ifles,
There wero in store, on July 1, 1&,», only 2207
rifles and 5406 carbines at the armory and arsen-
als, & wretchedly small number, considering the
wants of the present and the calls that may be
made in the future,

The Hotchkiss arms are now in the hands.of
the regular army for trial in active service, and
upon the reports, to be made by-monthly, will de-
rnd any recommendations for the supply to be

eroafter manufactured. But whether this maga-
:in‘e "rmth lg Il)e the nnﬁ lof the rutnral or not, it is

ot safe to delay providing an ample guppl
the Springfield iy % 5 PPly ot

The issue for publication of the official deduc-
tions or forecasts d at the office of the chief
signal officer, and known as the synopsis and in-
dications, has conlinued during the year. There
has been no failuve of the delivery ‘of any report
to the f“ durtng that period. o total num-
ber of the reports thus furnished at the hours of 1
l..a, 10:80 a. m., aud 7:30 p. m., daily, has been

e

By an arrangement with the toffice depart-
menli 6,142 priuted “Flmcn%nllellnr,"non
which appear daily the forecasts of this office,

have been distributed and displ

dally at as many different pon?ﬁ?;dt:l‘d!r;:t-e:

m v:ll’n'g, md:l:m}eu in different states, for

L IR e
eather or Farmers' Weather Indica-

tor,’. an instrament arranged to exhibit together

Wl mee

Dy plan cations
of instruments, aad in
1 G Iy = :.“’“"mwsymnhy

er with whom he talked,

;\
- o ter
ing himself as gratified bey()mfx,}:::

ure in being fortunate enough to hgye

witnessed St. Julian’s great
gpeed at Oakland park, hesaid i
eral way: “It is difficult to esti
probable speed of a trotting ho
;‘uture. low, Santa Claus,
inest epecimen of horseflesh I ey %
will, I think, within five years, it o'
cident happens to him, trot in 2:10 Fuc,.
negan, his owner, told me his horge had
trotted at different times, in priyg,
quarters and halves at a rate of & e :
which would make that remarkla[f]d
time & possibility. He is a young x\nd:
very strong horse and his 2:18 83, Jos
was made in & mere jog. From wh:ﬁ
ILhave seen and heard, it appears tom
that the great trouble in this state hay
been a lack of thoroughbred mares Im:
I believe this is about overcome, at
least it ought to be from the uurr'nbér
of the ones lately imported by wealt),
horsemen. The climate ot Californjy
offers great inducements for eastern
horsemen to winter their stock here It
enables them to exercise nearly cv.er'
day, which is of great value to trotters ?'
Speaking of Rarus, the general mﬂ
“One is always surprised that a horge of
his siz¢ can draw the weight he does
and get over the ground as he dges.
But he i8 a regular machine.’, In refe,.
ing to his recent purchase by Bonner
the general remarked: “Bonner hgs
any number of fast horses, and manages
horses almost better than any man |
know of; but I would not take his Dex.
ter as a present if I had to drive hin-
be is a very unreliable horse,50 unruly
and vicious on the road. He behayed
well enough on the track, for he knows
that all he bas to do i3 to go around gs
fast as he can, and I tell youhe goes
pretty fast too.” In answer to a ques-
tion regarding the Arabian horses pre.
sented to him by the shah of Persia, he
8aid: “Yes, they are the most thorough.
bred ever imported to this country,
They are not so very fast, but they are
said to have wonderful endurance, ang
are very gentle. In England they pay
very little attention to time the horses g
over the course, and it does not matter
if one should stop and take a feed of
oats, 80 long a8 he comes in first.”

The general as it is well known,isa
fine horseman, driving four or six horses
with equal ease. He enjoys the repu.
tation of being one of the best judges of
horses in the country, a knowledge not
extensively possessed by many of our
leading men, and but rarely among

our former presidents.
[ ————

burst of
D& gen.
mate the
rse of the
about the

FOPULAR SCIENCE.

Piazzi Smyth suggests the construction
of an imperial observatory on the
heights of Cyprus, where the sky is
cicar and the climate mild.

Near Sabastopol the pedestal of a
bronze stutue has been dug up. It is
covered with Hellenic inscriptions be-
longing to the second century before
the Christian era.

Among the articles exhibited at the
general congress of German apothe-
caries fheld at Hanover on Sept. 4, were
a specimen of genuine oriental bezoar
a goblet of metalic antimony formerly
used for imparting a purgative effect to
wine or beer, a venerable sample of
Alhum  Grecum, and a selection of
chemical apparatus inscribed with al-
chymistic symbols,

M. A. Dupre has published a leiter
challenging the claim of M. T. Bechamp,
as to the discovery of the presenca of
alcohol in animal {issues during lite,
He says: “Years ago the late Dr,
Anstie and myself showed that animal
tissues, when distiiled with water, yield
a distillate containing traces of a sub-
stance which gives all the characteris-
tic reactions of alcohol. In our re
searches on the elimination of alcohol,
we had not only .recognized this, but
made allowances for the presence of
this natural alcohol.”

A remarkable case of surgery has
been reported to the French Academy
of Medicine. A carpenter nearly cut
off the big toe of his right foot with an
axe. Thetoe was held to the foot by
a smalil thread of skin only. Dr. Ganey
detached the toe completely, and hav-
ing washed it and the wound on the
foot, brought the surface together again
and held them in place by strips of lint
soaked with collodion. When the
collodion had set another strip was
wound round. An apparatus was used
also used to keep all parts. of the foot
immovable. wenty-four days after
the accident cicatrization was perfect.

India ranks fourth among the coun-
tries of the world for the extent of coal
deposits., She has 80,000 square miles
of coal fields; the United Btates, 500,000;
China, 400,000; and Australia, 240,000.
Oaly 500,000 tons of Indian coal are now
consumed annually, and this quantity
is mined at Ranigunj, Kurhurbali, and
Daltongunj, in Bengai. and Mopani and
Warora in the Central provinces. But
there are 1,000,000 tons used every
year for locomotives and factories, the
other 500,000 being imported, mainly
from Europe and Austalia. Indian
coal is almost all bituminous, and its
structure is laminated, presenling
alternately bright and dark layers. Its
heating quality is inferior to English
coal, but the native coal gives good
results when mixed in equal propor-
tions with the latter. ’

Charcoal as an agent for the purifi-
cation of water not only holds back
coloring matters and decomposes and
partially retains most mineral salts and
gases, but it absorbs and detains the
most varied oiganic compounds, D
trogenous and non-nitrogenous. Claude
Bernard first demonstrated its import-
ant power of dbeorbing albumen, &
power which increases with the guanti-
ty of the latter, with the time of con-
tact, and with the concentration of the
liquid to be filtered, and which is the
more important as the arrested body
i8 held 8o firmiy as not to be removed
by solvents. One especial drawback
of charcoal is its ready saturation with
impurities, 20 that it requires to be re-
vived or freed from the retained mat-
ters, or if this is impracticable, to be re-
uewed altogether. As a substitute for
charcoal, various substances have,
therefore, been proposed and among
these epongy iron. Dr. L. Lewin has
subjected spongy iron to elaborate ex-
periments which show that, when used
a8 a filter, it neither decomposes nor
bolds back nitrogenous su’stances in
such a manner that they may not be
washed out again. The filtrate in one
kind of experiment contained numer-
ous bacteria. Odors of putrescent
matter were but slightly removed by
spongy iron, and plumbiferous waters
underwent very little improvement
through contact with it.
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