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THE MISSOURI CONFERENCE.

The 52nd annual sesslon of the Missourl conference of the African
M. E. church s being held in this city at Allen chapel, and s presided over by
that remarkable leader of his race, Bishop Abram Grant, D. D., of Kansas
City, Kans. It is composed of a fine body of representative men, and the ad.
dresses, and reports have been of a high order, accomplishing nluch for the
people.

The conference opened Wednesday morning, and the choir was on hand
and furnished the music. "“All Hall the Power of Jesus' Name'" was the
opening hymn, and the Rev. Mr. Collins, made the opening prayer. Bilshop
A. Grant, read scripture lesson and the Rev, Dr. H. Blanton Parks, former
pastor of Allen chapel, but who s now serving as MIisslonary Secretary,
being now on his third term conducted the ritual services. Dr. Parks, s
now on his way to the bishopric, “Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone,” was
the hymn used before the administration of Holy Communion by Bishop
Grant. Mrs, Ophella Jackson presid=d at the organ.

Roll was called, at the conclusion of which the following transfers were
announced: Toney Perry, from the Illinois conference; F. L. 8cott, from
Colorndo conference; J. B. Holmes, from Callfornla conference; C. L. Holly,
from Kansas conference. Following this Rev. Charles Willlams was elected
chief secretary: L. P. Dukas, recording secretary; J. T. Smith, statistical
seeretary; Charles Stewart, officlal reporter; W, D. Cook, D. D, reporier
for the Christian Recorder, Philadelphin; J. W. Wiley, to the Voice of Mis-
slons, New York: 8. l.. Bean, to the Southern Christian Recorder, Columbus,
Ga.: l.. H, Harrls, W, Christian Recorder, Kansas City.

The hours of meeting and closing were fixed, e conference coundary,
and G. W. Pettigrew, Chas. Commins, and F. J  Everett, were elected
marshals, and advised to “let none pass or repfax withour permission from
the presiding officer.”

A list of commitiees were appointed, and following this Bishop Grant
introduced the following visltors: J. R. Ransom, D. D,, J. W. Braxton, D. D.
W. W. Fisher, L. W, McCormack, H, W, King, from the Kuusas conference;
(. Wi Guy, D. W. Oakes, C. R. Runyon, J. R. Monroe, from North Mlissouri
conference: W. T. Blggers, Lincoln, Neb., J. F. Sage, Parsons, Kans, H.
Blanton Parks, New York; W. A. Lewis, D. D, Memphis, Tenn,; secretary
of People’s Benofit Assoclation: W. H. Heard, D. D, of Atlanta, Ga., secre
tary of the Connectional Preachers’ Ald Associntion; W. W. Allen, of the
Southern Christinn Recorder, Columbus, Ga.; Mrs., Ruth M, Collett, of Phila-
delphia, representing the A. M. E. Book Conecern; Miss E, Marle Carter, of
New Orleans, La., representing the A, M. E, Church Review, R. H. Hackley,
Wiashington, lowa,

Bishop A. Grant, D. D, after giving the conferenc: p recess of 8 min- |

have it counted. Feel that If he should be so unfortunate as to get into
trouble, justice will be meted out to him. We owe {t to ourselves, to our
church, and to our God, to be true lo each,

“Any man who wilk stir np bad blood in either race, or who will deliver
speeches which wilt temdeto stir up bad blood will do his race untold harm.
At the same time any s who advises our people to arm themselves and
fight, is no friend to the wiee, for to attempt to fight would mean complete
annihilation. What ean 10,000,000 do with 60,000,000 the latter having all
the guns and amunition and the army and navy in their hands. I plead with
vou my brethren to preach the gospel of peace.” Hold up to the people the
cross of Christ.”

At this point the canference joined in singing “When the Mists Have
Rolled Away."

Bishop Grant announced the death of Bishop B. W. Arnett, and spoke
of him as one of the greatest men of his race. He touchingly referred to the

work of Bishop Arnett, and appointed a commitiee to arrange a program for
memdrial services which took place Thursday at moon. After singing “Shall

We Meet Beyond the River?' 'The pastors proceeded to report the result
of their years labor and to pay in their conference claims.

Promptly at noon the conference took a regess for dinner

The afterncon was spent In hearing reports of pastors, A fealure of the
sesslon was the arrival of Rev. J. 1, Lowe, D. D., of Pine Bluff, Ark. Dr. Lowe
wis glven an ovation, and business was suspended to Introduce him to the
conference, He made a few remarks, '

Among the prominent members of the conference who Is taking an aetive
part and who is on some of the most important committees on the confer-
ence I8 Rev. W. T. Vernon. D. D, register of the United States treasury
Dr. Vernon's elevation to the position which he oecuples in the government
did not take him away from his duty to his church. He is mingling with
s brethren and assisting them as he did during his presidency of Western
University. He is the same W. T. Vernon, having a friendly feeling for his
fellowmen, Sueh a man is a leader, and Is worthy of any position in the
gift of church or state, - -

The citlzens of Kansaus City turned out in large numbers Wednesday to
extend a cordinl welcome to the Bishop, general officers, and members of the
Missouri conference. Bishop A, Grant presided, and seated by his sitle wnz
Hev. H. Blanton Parks, who will no douht muke oue of the suecessars to the
able pretate. He is pow in line of promotion

The excrelses opened with music by the choir. There is mnch credit due
Miss Marie Lueas, for the excellent music rendered by the chabr.  Mrs, Ophelia
Jackson presided at the organ.,

Rev. F. Jease Peck, I I, the able oastor of Allen chapel had nrranged |

to entertain his guests and he is o roval eatertaine Some day the genernl
chureh will recognize lis worth and abillty by appointing or ¢lecting him to
i higher place

Dr., W, Thompking rendered a solo, and the Rev. 3 Frank MeDonald de
livered an eloguent address of welcoma for the ministers, and Rev, d M. M
g, of the M. B, ehureh, sald that he would extend o weleome (o the ministers
of the conferenee as men, The conference was charmed by the address e
livered by Miss Ida M. Godfrey, of the piblie gehoals. Solo by James JJ Craw,
and the matehless orator, Nelson ¢ Crews, delivered an address ol woleone

The presence of Prof, W, T, Vernon, of the treasury department of the
National government, and Prof. Shelton French, of Western unlversity, was
the occasion of an ontbust of applanse

Dr. H. Blanton Parks is an active worker in the confercnee and s mnking
many fricods. Be it remembered that ten vears ago e, Parks was pastor ol
Allen chapel, und was elected from this chureh to his present position, Seer
tary of Missions
natlon. He is o fine orator, and as editor of the Volee of Missions his ahiliny
is also shown, and the people of Missourh will hail with delight “Bishop™ H It
Parks.

Rev, J. D Barksdale, presiding elder of the St
Lhe had been faithful in the discharge of his duty Ha
Rev., M. Collins, 1y Iy, and N ©
They are men of ability,
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(Thursday.)
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The representatives of the general chureh department

was transacted In the morning  sessian,

Bishop Grant made a short adidress in which he conmended the
into execution and the ofo:

mide shorr

| ilfesses

Rev. J. H. Allen preached the annual sermon Thursday morning

At noon memorial services were held In respect to Bishop 18 W, Arnetl,
v, . Bishop Grant, who was elected ot the same time Bishop Avenit was,
The services were sad, and while the addresses were boelng delivered

presided.
and the musie rendered by the eholy many of the men and wotmen woelt
tollowing progriom was rendered

the choir; Rev., B W, Stewart; music Ly the ol

Musie by prayer, iy
L “Arnett as a Bishop,” H. B. Parks; “As n General Offfeer,” Rev. N Ruren
musie by the eholr: “As a Humanitavian,” Rev. M, 8 Pryant As 0 Btates
| mun Rev. J. R Ransom: solo, “My Jesus as Thon WiL" ey, J E. Edwagds

wies delivered an address HE was proud to see the minlsters present of
the opening, and felt sure that muneh good would be accomplished during the

He sald in part i
‘1 have been very since August 2. 1 have been required to travel
a few thonsand miles o order oo gt district. The Puget Sonnpd
conference was indeed p suecess. 11 Wiks one of the most heneficial sessions
ever held in the history of the conference.
and the inerease In dollar money was $136 over L previons year
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Many sonls were reported saved
|

dAWe thonght that the California conference would full belrind biat the
men wore toere on time looking hopefal Betuel churel, San Francisco
whieh cost 000 wis destroved, bug it wis the first congregation to rebnild
and one sesston of the eonference was hoeld in the temporary bullding, The
nerense In that conference was $146.05. Th Colorado conferencse Is ulways
an. and tils Yeur wias no exception.  The conferenc peporied §L.156 for ench
cmber in i The Inercase was one hundred dallnrs. The Kansias eonfel
ciiee Increased in membersiiip 708, aud dollar woney $I80 North Missourl
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part of the world where life and property wre sl Where he
wWhere he ean oust o ballot and

Cin exercis:

the tlghts given by the country unmolested

As a Historian, Rev., Wi, M. Heard;, remarks by Bishop Grant

The afternoon on Thursday wag spent in rontine busines A tilsslomary
mass mesting wag held Thursday night. Rev. M 1 Parks 1y B, misslonar
secretary made the address

' Missionary Mass Meeting.

Thursday nlght Allen chapel was erowded from e 1o doo The ml
shonary mass mecting was prestdod over by Ishop Gromt Tl mpissionars
comimittee wade an able report sonl addpeesses wero didiversd by Rev. H (£
Parks. 1. H. Harvds, W DL Conde, 00, aned 01 Lowee, 10 D of P i Ard

Friday morning, pronsly t % o'cloch, Hisliop Grant o ol the eonfor
enee to otde amd Blrer impressivi e sl preye [ few 1l j f Wik
read and approved

The disciplinary guestions waer Ked and answered. e answoer !
guestion Whete shndl iy next conference e haeld S Paal X M, B
chrel, St Louls was selectod

A number of committees reporied during the wormie n [ RN |
thie educationn! mazs meeting of the eonference was I Iishop Grant pr
siiled. He sald in Wiz opening remnrks, “That the bigeest battle the America
penple had to fight was lanorione: He nrged the milnlsters ta pregare fo
thelr work aud to spend thedr Idle time o stady instend of sitting aronnd on
alroel corners 2

He has made many friends thronghont the country and |

Addresses were delivered by Rev, W, T, Vernon, 1. I, of Washington,
D. €., Prof. 8helton French and others.

Friday afternoon the eonferenece visited Western university, Inoa hody,
and a sesslon was held out there, The commiites on the state of the country
reported at this segslon, '

The appointments will be made Monday., The people will be very much
disappointed if Dr. Peck is not returned to Allen chapel,  Bishop Grant refused
to discuss the matter with a reporter for THE RISING SON.

“1 never dscuss my appolntments before they are made,” he sald, “and |
am sorry that | cannot let you know in advance,  All the churches of the city

will recelve as thelr pastors the best men 1 have, or at least some of then,
We have a strong set of men In our conference now.”

“Have you had a good session

“I am highly pleased with the resalt
closing.”” "

Bishop Grant will preach Sunday morning.  He b5 an able speaker and the
church should be erowded to hear him.

The publie will be invited to onr
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