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Parley with the Rebels—Flag of
Truee Violated.

The corvespondent of the Ulneiunali
Commercial st thin Juumnbar
of thar paper, giv very graphic ao-
count of a parley with the rebels, on the
Murfrecsboro pike, near this place, in ref-
erence to anexchange of prisoncrs, which
we have copied at length,

NasavitLe, December 15, 1862,

I wont out with a flag of troee on Sat-
urday to call upon the rebels at homae.
Our mission was 1o forward dispatches
to General Dragg touching exchange of
prisoners, and te send several parties out
of our lines, Dy mulual agreement all
(lage of truce pass over the Murfreeshoro
I'ike. Caplain Buford, of Major Genoral
Crittenden’s stall, with an escort of a
dozen cavalry, commanded our flag, An
orderly, with our emblem of peace, mov-
ed a few hundred feet in advance, and
the carfege trotted gently across debatable
territory, meeting no enemy until we were
halted by a rebel vidette, who maintain-
ed vigilant wateh on the crown of a com-
manding hill,

I thought it & rather attractive picture.
The dey was balmy as May. Magsses of
variegaled clouds were floating caprici-
ously above the horizon. Now and then
a gleam of sunshioe brightened the som-
bre woodland which fringed the fine
plantations that were spread in undula-
ting variety on either hand. Looking up
throurh a dark avenue of cedars, ghading
the white rondway on either side, the eye
glanced into an azure perspective beyond
which seemed a blue lake girt by masses
of fantastic rocks. Nature itsell medi-
ated genially to soften the asperities of
hostile men. Dot these were lights and
shades of the picture, The eye and the
imagination dwelt with fascination npon
the gharp cut figures of horse and horse-
man, which stood sternly and silently,
like an armed centanr, in  the center of
the highway, watching with jealons sus-
picion the approach of hostile intruders,
1 say, the Zorse and horseman, for the for-
mer, with sagacity nearly human long
accustomed to the art of oulpost duty,
slunged violently at glimpse of us, striv-
lm; to wheel and fly from foes. The alert
trooper sharply reigned the panting steed
to his post, resting the butt of lhis finely
burnished piece firmly npon his thigh,
and grasping the lock nervously with
thumb and finger, as if in act to level
for aclion.

The flag approached within s hundred
yvards of the solemn sentry and halted st
1'11.11!1-:-.'9- A non-commissioned rebel
oflicer and two orderlies debouched from
the cedars and trotted slowly down
Captain Duford moved up and required
the presence of the commanding officer.
With touch of steel and rapid wheel, a
rebel trooper dashed aup the hill and dis-
appeared beliind the crest, the ratile of
clattering hoofs giving andible proof
that the highway stretched away in the
rear of the plain,

Our own escort had halted {iffy yards
behiond the flag., The rebel squad en-
gaged the herald in reserved conversa-
tion, We quietly disposed ourselves
midway to await response. We were
not long detained. Fifteen minutes later,
perhaps, nun orderly announced the ap-
proval of Major I'rentice and escorl.
Etiquette  required muotoal  meeting,
mounted, but Capt, Bulord preferrod the
free and easy way, and thus met the reb-
ol officer—who reigned in sharply from
a brisk trot down the hill, and saluted
with becoming gravity. Hauods were
courteously extended, and our mission
announced, It was necessary, however,
to tarry for the transfer of parties in our
escort, 10 the rebel lines,

Puat there was something of the pic-
turesque in the scenes and groupling
around us worthy sttention, Oune sharp-
ly oriticises the foe under truce. You
have eagor curioaity Lo see them on
equal terms, where steel and lead do not
interfore. It was something to quietly
inspect the adyenturons oavalry, which
have kept us so disturbed, Weo were
chatting with Forrest's men—Alabain-
ians, Kentuckians, Tennessceans, There
was nothing of soldierly uniform about
them, but the ease, grace, and firmness,
of their seat in saddle, and their
military  self-possession, were un-
mistakable. Incontestably, those troop-
ers are ball raky fellows—reliable ab a

pinch, under gamoy leaders. Yot it

#evis I.Iululemll!;v that ||¢I'_\ can contend

| equally with «ur brawny limbed fel-
lows under EAY old Blanley.!

They were not prepossessing at all if
| thelr everlasting butternutsombor, dingy,
wilh thelr dark
res ambusbed in Hng, I':t;;.;i-ii i ards
led loekd, They were sl
iy thin and

I ly Geve

| threadbare and patelied
Yisa
and tang

NAFTOW 10 OGody,

.‘-f-‘i aboul Hie Dips

)y oxercise lke B Womin.-

| Wor 'llﬂ\

This comes of long and constant duty in
the saddle. No insignia distinguished
non-commisgioned officers from privates,
Indeen, | learned there was a Lieutenant
in the parly, t.-nlly by ioquiry. T saw
one sharp-eyed fellow in threadbare suit,
varirgated with siripes of new bulternut
on his arms; which I presomed were
cheyrong. but he enlightened me by grim
assurance that they were nothing but
patches, Nevertheless, thoy were com-
fortably clad, and had blankels encugh
on their saddlos. They were in marand-
inﬁ erder, not groomed for digplay.

t seemed to mo thal Major Prentice
—au6n of George D, of the Louisville

Journal—had sadde ; dudad
(dnmpy Hgure M'WIHI orm by

“eonwnlsions —very much as a firoman
switohes himsell throngh Lis breeches
when the'bells ring at midoight. Inany
vies., the uniform did not becoma him
Either his frock was too big or he was
too little. e was plump enough, too, for
all that, and the coat should have fit-
ted him if it would fit anyhody, because
his flesh lay around lovse enough (o fill
vacancies. Ho isn't & small man, nor is
he big, yet there is ¢enough material aboul
him 1o make a considerable igure it prop-
crly disposed.  Dut that was not iy mis-
take. Altogether, I think his coat was
duublesbarrelled—designed for dress oc-
casions, for parade, or for an overcoal—
onhe batton, more or less, making the dif-
ference, 1t was stunningly bedizened
with gilt lace—a blossoming of marigold
all over his forearms, and Dixietic span-
gles seattered about his collar; gray
breechos and top boots, with a cute little
merino, corn ¢olored cap perched 9::\1[.‘“)"
on his ¢rown eompleted his suil. Hia
presence was not imposing or impressive;
his manner rather quick and sharp, going
ofl at hall-cock, without suoflicient pro-
vocation. There was but a dim speci-
men of the paler fumilias in the sharp
twinkle of his litile eyes and his (leshy
fice, but he seemed ambitions to exhibit
smartuess.

There was rather an odd sort of stifl-
ness about the party for a little while.
Ohyiously a little more address, or a thim-
ble-full of whisky, was desirable. Ma
jor Prentices’s pacty secmed to be organ-
ized upon temperance prineiples—per-
haps involuntarily—a bottle of Federal
Ypespects” was inteoduced by way of
mollifive, and, my “respects” went around.
I can notsay whether it was according to
|'l';:||]',\|jnn.~i or nol. LRather BuUspct il
was mililary Jdex non seripta. Anyhow,
“my respects’ began to look freguentiy.
I supposed that two were enough to help
the Major out with the bottle, or whal
was in ity and, enlertaining some curi-
osity about the rebel escort, I mixed in
to hearn uwtlll-_\’ conversation belween
them and our own lads, who, discovering
the congeniality of their commanders,
took the vsual libertics of guch ocensions.
Ounr fellows were free as air, but the reb-
¢l troops were rather reserved for some
minutes, but at last chatted quite so-
l‘i.‘)‘xl._i'.

Not many minutes elapsed, when Maj.
Prentios, — grogsed

i
LA NS |

and Lieutenant -

gwords te show othol
how to lenve The former had played
with the foils before, and soon taught
his opponent a thing or two--precisely
ne the Lieutenant desired, it being
thought a good thing to get the Major into
a good humor with himself—hby no means
a difficult enterprise.  I'retty soon Mike
—you remember Mike, who make Gen.
Denham so mad about the “Ass Datthe-
ry,” at Carpilex—my coachman, who
had played the bottle-holder, came fo

playiully,

ma in & feantic port of a way, begging
for another bottle of whisky ; “the ribil
oflloer had impitied it intirely, an’ a lit-
tle more would polish him beautifully.”
Liere was opportunity for n master stroke, |
bat unfortunately, the whisky was gone. |
Ohe quart bottle was evaporated with

amazing rapidity, and the botile itself
had beea tossed over the fence with

“high-toned” disduin, What the duce

could we do? Tha rebels had none, we

had no more, and counld not make it.—

A rebel woman with the escort had a

bottle for her babies at Marfreesboro’, but

that was lucked up in her truok and in-

accessible,  Dircotly the Lientenant,

frantic as Mike, rashed op and hob';.:wl
for another bottle trom “anybody.” " Of
course 1 protested against the immortali-
ty of the thing—uespeciaily us the whisky
was gone. The case was ireemedinble,
and the Lieutepant endeavored to make
the best use possible of the onginal pota-
tivos, bul I could not ascerinin what it
amonpted to. I eathor saspect. not much.
It is Quito certain, however, that a chart-
ing state of sociability was reached.—
Indeed, the gentlemen proceeded so far
that when the Major got throngh he had
two pairs of gaputlets, whereas he had
uone when he appearcd in the arena.—
Dat it is just to our ollicers to say that
they distiributed their “respects” to the
M"_i'tl [ 1] ]il‘)l'l’d“'\' An l'.lu'l\’ did their
gauitlets, | suppose wilh & very praises
e .“Ilj-‘)i' B ]vh'll

with much and

purpuse.
regards

Cissi¢

their

| vourlesy.

ln the midst of this scene the Major
digdovered that | had a lot of lak papers
I hind selected 8 pumber contaloing Ac-
[ the lale Federal wi lory i Ars-
proposing Lo wend them (o ovur
e Muarfrens-
I T he
et o

Sirnbls ¢
kapsas
brawn Papur ontein poracy
hora el Uspter, 10 relresn i1
happy to
but would be re

]
1 ¢ ' . 1 g i
TR Wil il puiline A

Headguarters, (Hrag gh

| and awailed orders.

joiced to see Lhe Louisville Journal—
wonld like to ses whas his old dad had
to say." Thay didn't agree in politics.
The old man was Federal. He (the Ma-
Jor) was a rebel. “By the way, toll the
old man, when you see him, that I am
fal, rageed, sancy and rebellinus”  You
please tell him, Commercial, what his
boy said.

Abopt this time an orderly from the
rear dashed up, and ereated n sensation
by notifying Uaptain Baford that, after
passing oue videttes, snd while Major
Prentice was entertaining the flag of

truce, a squad of seven rebals had sud- 4__

denl nnced n W"
(‘-r’r%ﬂfﬁp ured (hem. 'They

were approaching us,  Capt. Buford im-
mediately protested, with dignity, that
it wasa violation of the fiag, and inslsted
that the men should be rotorned Imme-
disgtely. Ho said he had ordered them
not 16 fire.  Mpjor Prentice admitted it
was altogether wrong, but wanted to wait
for the facts. The party came up, our
own men disarmed, and looking sheep-
ishly enongh., Their new five shooting
Colt's rilles were swung across the shoul-
ders of three triumphant-looking rebels.
After considerable conversation, Major
Prentice wrote an acknowledgment, that
the caplure was nol justillable, and gave
it to Capt. Buford to report, but detained
the captives, on the plea of want of an-
thority to act. He promised, however,
to use his influence to return them.

Boeiability was somowhat interrapted
by his confretemps, and we parted with
less cordiniity than had been promised.

Among observations which | made of
the party, the following are the princi-
pal: The rebels were monnted on fleet,
well trained animale; but the horges
were nob shod all arowns.  ixcepling that
of Major Peentice, aud that of a Lieu-
tenant, the other animals had shoes enly
on their fore feel. Their men. ind a habit
of vigilance and alortness; qualitjes in
which our ecavalry are delicient. Oura
dismounted, and loitered abont the road.
Theirs remained in saddle, rendy for
emergency.

Conversation with them elicited the
usual expression of desire for peace, bui
detormination to fight until their inde-
pendence is acknowledged. Twoor threo
wore not so positive.  ‘T'he most intelli-
gent persisted that they were Hghting
the Abolitionists, and that the Soulh
would never consent Lo have niggers made
their equalss Thus the poor devils per-
mit themselves to remain deluded.

After report of the violation of the fag
was made to Gen, Rogecrang, Lie immedi-
ately prepared an indignant profest and
forwarded it to Gen, Bragir yoestorday by
another flag, under Lieut. Uol. Hepburn,
of his Stafl. The dispatch was accepted
and forwarded to headguarters at Mur-
freesboro,

To-day Lient. Col, Hawkins, of Gen,
Wheeler's Stafl, came to our lines with a
flag of truce bearing dispatches to Maj.
Gen. Hosecrans, The rebel ilag wrrived
at tho moment when Capt. Abel, of the
Ith Michigan Cavalry, was posting vi-
dettes on the Murfreesboro road.  Lieut,
Rowe was left in the road with a detach-
ment ol fifty-three men, while Cap-
tnin Abel proceeded with his business,
The Intter returned at 4:30 o'clock, T'. M.,
and sent Lieut. Howe back Van
Oleve's quarters announcing the flag.
While Lient. Rowe was gone, s detach-
ment of 150 rebels sneaked up in the
rear of Capt. Abel's command and cap-
tured the entire party, excepting Orderly
Mitchell, who escaped and reported the
facte, Some twenty shols were fived and
several were hurt on either side. Those
of our men who fired did 50 contrary to
orders, since they hiad been ordered not
to fire pending a flag of truce,

[t is maperfluous to remark that this
violation of a lag of truce by the rebels,
and their own ”:m, too, was one of the
grossest in wilitary history. It was
Panie falth of the most infamous andl
flagitious character. Meantime, Liout.-
Col Ducat, Inspector-General of the De-
pariment, had been sent out to ascertain
the charncter of the ag, He heard of
the violation before 1'i'ni‘hil1g the poing,
Lieutentiant Rowe
reported to headquarters and Lioutenant
Uolonel Duoat proceeded to the extreme
point, under orders, and discovered that
Lieut.-Qolonel Hawkins, with his escort,
had returned to the rebel camp with the
pariv who had committed the vutrage on
the flag, together with fifty-three prison-
erg from the 4th Michigan Cavalry. 14
being too late at night to accomplish
anything, Lieatenasnt-CUolonel Ducat was
obliged to return o headguarters.
Rosecrans thereupon prepared the follow-
iug to be gent to General Bragg to-mor-
row by Lieut.-Colonel Hepburn, viz :

o Gien

HuapguanTens, 4Tin Anmy Corrs )
Nasuvinue, Texw, Dee. 15, 1862,
Gigwerant You will see by copies of
reports to me, herewith inclosed, thal
another outeage of the grossest character
has been perpetrated by your own troops
in the presence of your awn “ Nag,” oome
manded by a Lientenant-Colonel in your
wervice, who but yesterday was courteous-
Iy roveived.

| canuot believe yon have suthorized,
or will permit 1o go unpanished, or with-
ont prompt such barbarous
cutrduct—e paralieled by
HAVAZCN

Yot can not restore life lo my meh who
ibhumanly murdered, bat |

|--,nr.;11.m,
niuuet ..-.u\l ¥

have baen

fonly aboul 8 we
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shall leave to your own head and hoart

to devise such 8 reparation as is demand-
od by your own honor, and the honoe off
our common humanily,

Vory respecifully, your obedient serv’

W. B. ROSECRANS,
Major-Gonl. Commanding,

Gieneral Baaxrox Duaca, Commanding

Confederate forces.

f—

Massacre of the Germans in Texas-

Tramated from the Galveston Unlon for the Ragtes
by Fouvis ALTSTARTTAR,

Lhe Gulveplon Union is a German paper, ae
W tha Umiom foreees,

Noar the origin of the Guad Cape and
Pledruales on Johnston's Oreek, soveral
American and two German familics set=
tled but two years ago. Contonding
against the ronghpess of tha goil and the
wild Indians, they had no pleasant po~
gition; bul they persevered, conscious of
thelr conrage and their iutrepidity, and
the lower settlements owed il to thenx
that they had less to suffer from the raide
oifthe Indians,  These border inhabitants
received but little news about the condi=
tion of the country and the events of tha
war.  All at onee they were notofled to
pay war taxcs and to drill. The first
demand they could not comply witly,
becanse they had no money, not evem
cornmeal for their families, and the last
otder they could not obey becanse they
lived so distant from each other and thefe
absence would leave their familics with-
ont protection. For these reasons thoy
were considered Union wen and Oaptain
Dufly a notorious rowdy, was sont agninst
the settlers with a company of Texans.
They asked the protection of their friendm,
but had to fly from the overpowering
number of their enemies to the mouns=
taing. Many Germans and Americans
were arrosted and imprisoned in Freder=
icksburg, and Captain Doff was rein-
forced by 400 men (o operate sugcessfal-
ly against the German abolitionists, and
hunt up the Yankees. The soldiors again
visited Johnston's Creek, but found the
most of the gettlers hind fled to the moun=
tnins.  Fred. Degener alone thoy surpri—
sleeping under the porch of hls
house, bul awakened by the cries of dis-
tress of his wife and the discharge of
moskels of his enemies, who fired 1£
ghots after him, he fortunately made his
efeape,

Ilis w-s ransacked and all
movable property taken ofl. Other farme
in the neighborhood were alan searched,
the families taken prisoners and the
houses burnt down.  Upon the news of
these events red Degener and other fa-
gitives concluded to tly to Mexico ;: more
¢xiles joined them and soon thoy had &
company of 68 men. But they traveled
slowly and before daybreak one
morning they were surppised by 200
Texans. After a most de ined resis-
tance they were defeated and only 12 of
them covered with wounds made good
their escape.

ALl fugitives which afterwarda fell
into the hands of the enemy were hung
up Amaong thesre 653 men nnl_y D wWere
Amoricans, the otherd all Germang,. A
few of the Tugilives l'!q-'.alx-'l] acrogs the
Kio Girande: wandering in the
mountaing and suffering extreme hunger,
songht protection among American fam-
ilies; but were handed over Lo their per-
secuturs and shot or hung.

To this news, Dr. Adolph Douni, »
celebrated Cerman  traveler, who for
many years had lived in that country,
makoes the following notes ;

“We koow personally the most of
thege unfortunate victims, which have
been murdered so morcilessly—not be-
cause they rebelled against the Govern-
ment, but beeause they would not act
sgninst the Upionand would rather fly
to Mexicn., These murdered Union men
wore gome of the gedatest benefactors of
the State; they had done the heodeat
plonece work In it, cleared il from the
wild beasts and Indians ; they had sav—
ed it o civilization through more than
ono poriod of postilence and famine ; #e-
cured as borderers their present perse-
cutord, the slaveholders ngainst the inva-
siond of Indians, and done the best ser-
vice ns volunteors ‘in the Mexican war
and the wars on the frontier. They
placed the wris and sciences in Texas ns
well a8 they conld be found anywhere
among the Awmerican Germans, They
furnished the proof that they could cal-
tivate sagarand cotton without the least
tlanger to health, and ineroased the rieh-
¢4 of the country millions of dollars,”

The above related eventls are their re-
ward for it, Huoodreds who succoeded
in making their escape rove about in the
woods, having lost everything, some oven
their families.  Hundreds are now chas-
ed like wild beasts through the wilder-
ness of Northweslern Texas, and sng-
cumb hecause of the most horrible for-
tures, their fate never boing known to
their fellow men.

- ——

Four clorks bave been engaged ower
three months o the Surgeon Oeneral’s
offloe In the compilation, in ehronologi-
cal order, trom ollicial reporis, of & com-
plote ligt of all the casualties sines the
outbreak of the war, Tohe diffioulties
o the undertaking are 8o great that they
got through with the casualties of 780
¢k wince. As the sever-
esl lite occurred In 1402 the
list wiil pot probably be gompleted for
puveral months,
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