“TAn ust to raise Provisional Forces for the

A

7% " othef pa
o '8k, f mWnu of the Confederate
-~ States of Amarica do enact, That to enable
the Government of the Contederate States
40 muintain its jurisdietion over questiong
of' peace and war, und o provide for the
ublie defence, the President be, and
-Ee'i(.lpreby. authorized and directed to
-asgume: ooutrol of all military operations
svinevery State having refereace to or con-
pected with yuestions bétwecn rkaid States,
“or any ot thew, and pewers fircigo to
7ty

Skc. 2. dud be it further cnacted, That
ihe President is horeby authorized to re
‘ceive #row the several States he arws
and manitions of war which have been ue-
quired from the United States, and which
are now in the forts, arsenals and navy

yards of the said Stutes, and all other arms |

and muunitions which they may desire to
turn over and make chargeable to this Gov-
ernment.

Sec. 8. Be it furt'or mmagted, That the
President be sutho:i-ed to receive iuto the

service of this Governweut such furees |

now. in the service of said States us way
be tendered, or who may volunteer by con-
sent of their Stat:, in such nuwbers as  he
Wy require, lor any time not less than
awelve months, unless sooner discharged.
Sec. 4. And be @t further enocted Th t
-such forces may be received with their offi-
wers by eompanies, battalions ur regiments.,
ol w so received shall form a part ol
the provisional avmy of the Confederate
States, sccording tu the terms of their en-
listment, and th President shull appoint,

and with theadvice and cousent of Consress, |

sueh general vdieeror odicers tor sad furees,
as may be necessary tor the service.
See, 3. Awd be it further enacted, That

said iorees,when received into the serviceof !

.this Governwent, shall have the sume
;aud allowances us ma, be provided by
ufur volunteers entering the service, or for
the army of the Confuederate States, and
ushall be subject to the same rules und Gov-
sernment

Calreo, lIilinols.
* Thke Memphis Bulletin hus the following
;pavagraph in relation to the state of aflairs
ut Cairo, Illinois the plice that the Lin-

ealn povirnment hus chosen as a base of

aperatious:

“The people of Caire are leaving the

place as rapilly as po-s.bic. ludeed 1t is
i most of the omwen und children have
already e (the wity. They do not syw—
pathize with |, incun aud his army, but wre
overaWed by the millitary.  There was said
to be abuut 1 6 U soldters at Cairo when
the Geay Bogle cft, n. ihey were com,
dng on ver aun Phe officers of the
Moy 4o pe e o0t preat exeitewent at
FPalneah on wecount of the wilituny vecu.
pation of Care EiLht COmpaii s, Lume-
bering about 16 U wen, are al cady an-
der dribi, and awaiting arws, wuich they
had sous Col. Thighumn to St Louis to pur-
.nse, and which were exgected on yester-
wlay.
aml hove aleea ly roceival intimation Irom
thir y-tw, counties in South Il wo's ty the
ceffeet (har it the peopl 1, aduecah will
mike a dowonstration upon  Cairo, they
‘Wil evoperate with them, aud tear up the
irmilrosd and tresle-wurk, so s to prevent
4he coigr gation of uny weie truopes there.
The officers of the jwuary. observer u
Aarge gan in position at Columbus, Ky.,
cand o Southern flag fiying near by, Irom
“which they wwferred that the people at that
point wore alive to their duty and tieir
Jposition,”

'he New Orleans Delta, speaking of the
tpossession of Cairo, snys:

“Geography hus made Cairo a strategi-
«cal position of the very utwost conseque e.
dt is the key to the upper, as New Onleans
+and the Lake and Belige are the key to
wthe lower Missis<ippi. dtean blockade St.
Louis an ghe ene dund and Louisville on
sthe.other ; while, if in the possession of a
wonsiderable force possessiog heavy or-
sdnanoe, and command ng the rair ad
Headingsourh of that point,.it would menace
tthe city of Memphic and open the way for

an invading army, Lo Mk(f‘h' an advane- | vited to rutify the Constitution, lest this
+ed po-t of occuputivn. It is not pleasant to |

|

comtemplate such a possibility ~ Hut it is
:?::od policy to tace it fairly, it we would de-
feat it effectually. It is never safe to trust
*to the nesitation, ignorance, or negligzence
«of the enemy. Fortune is on the side of |
the vigilant. The best couse and the |
bravest defonce cannot with impunity abuse |
‘the fuvor of Providence. A wise ceneral-
#hip, out of abundent pradence, wiil always
assume thet the enemy will ke the most
«of his opportanitics, and that whatever ud.
‘vantage it is ible for him to accomplish
e will not fail to realilize.

TSt e—
MigraTING,—We understand, says the
Memphis Avalanche, of the 26th, that du.
'ring the lust two weeks about two thousand

Northern citizens have left this city for a
more congeninl elime. About three hun-
«dred left ,yanmh’lon the Glendale. More
Aare packing up their duds and ropuring
to.emigrate for the Black Republican Gov-
wernwment,—~ Conrier,

1 te States of America, aod for |

faw |

They ar- anxious to warch to Cairo !

no distant day other Statos identified i

| political principlesand community of in'er-

ests with thuse whioh youw regrésent, will
Jjoin this Coenlederacy ; giving to its typical
constellation ivercased splender—to its
| government of free, equal and sovereign
| 'Qntu u wider <phere of useiulness, and to
the friends of Cunstitutional hibery a great-
er security for its hurwonious and perpetu-
al existence.

It was not, however, for the purpose of
i making this announcement thut [ have
deemed it my duty to convo e you at an
carlier day thun thut fixed by yourselves
for your meeting. The declaration of war
wade aguinst this Confederacy by - Abra-
hamn Lineoln, the President of the United
States, in his Procliwation issued vp the
tfilteenth day of the preseut month, render-
ed it neeessary in my judgment that you
should eonvene at the ecurliest praeticabie
mowent, t devise the mwensures necessary
fur t e detence of the country

The aecusion is indeed an extraordinary
one. It justifics we in a brief review ol
the relations heretofore’ existing between
us and the Stutes which now unite in wa.-
fure against ug, and in a suecinet stutement
of the eveuts which have resulted in this
wariare ; 10 the end that mankind may
pass intelligent and impartial judgmeut
on its motives and objects.

During th. war waged against Great Brit-
ain by her colonies on this coutinent, n
eommon danger impelled them to a close
allinnee, and w the torwation of a Confed-
eration, by the terws of which the colouices,
styling themselves States, entered * segoral-
ly ino a firm Jeague of friendship with
cach other for their common defeney, the
sueurity of their liberties, and their mu u-
al aud geoeral wellare, binding themselves
to ussist cach other against all foree offered
te or attacks made upon them or any of
them, on aceount of religion, sovercigoty,
trade or any other pretence whatever.”

In order to gurd agains any misc nstrue-
| tion of their contrect, the several Sutes

]

|

forade explicit de Juration, in a distines,
'urticle, that * each States refains its sover-
eignty, freedow and indepeudence, and
every power, jurisdiction and right which
is not Ey this Confederation expressly dele-
yated to the United States in Congress as-
sembl:d.”

Uuder this contract of alliance, the war
of the Revolution was succes<fully wa_ed
un') resulted in the treaty of peace with
Gir at Britain 1783, by the terms of which
the several States ware, each by name,
resngnised to be independent.

The articles of contederation contained
a cluuse whereby all alterations were pro-
{ hibited, unless confirwed by the Legis-
| tature of every State, ufter being agreed to
| by the Congress, and in obedi n. e to this
provisions under the resolu ion of Con—
,wress of the 21st F bruary, 1787 the seve-

ral States uppoinred ﬂmvgulm who aite d-
ed a Convontion fur the sole aud ex press
purpere ol revising the articles of sontede-
aatiory, aad re orting to Congre s, and the
several Legisadures such alterations and
provis ons therein as shall when agreed to
i Conzress, aud coufirnd by the States,
rendered the Foedo) Constitation ade-
gquate tothe exizeneies of wovermment and
the jese vation of the Union.”

it was. by the delegates chiosen by the
geovrad States unler the resolation just

uoted, that the Constitution of the Uuited
Stutes was framwed m 1787, an . submitted
to the seorral Stedes, for ratifieation, as
shewn by the Tth article, which is in these
words :

l

lishment of this Constitution BETWEEN
the States, so ratifying the same.”
| I'have iltalicised eccrtuin words in the
quotations just wade, lor the purpose of
attracting attention to singular and morked
cuution with which the States oudeavored,
in every possible furw, to exelude the idea
1 that the seperateand independent sovercign-
1ty of each State was merged into oue com-
| won goverpuent aud pution; and the car-
uest desire they evinced tu impress on the
| Constitution its true canucter—that of a
compuct BETWEEN independent States.
The Constitution of 1757 huvinye, how-
ever, omitted the clause already recited
| from the articles of Confederation. which
| pravided, in explieit terws, that cach State
| rebained its soverciguty and independence
[ sowe alarm was felt in the States when in-

omission should be consirued into abandon-
ment of their cherished principle, and they
refused to be satisfied until amendwments
were added to the Constitution, plueing be-
yond any pretence of doulit the reservation
by the States, of ull thew sovereign rights
and powers—not expresly delegated to the
United States by the Constituiion,
Stiange indeed must i apper to the im- |
purl;iul observer, bat it 18 none the less trae, |
that all these carefuily worded olau-es prov-
ed unavailiog to prevent the rise and growth i
in the Noirthern States of political sehool
which has persistently claimed that the
Government thusformed was not a compact
between States but was in effect a Nationul
Government, set up above and over the
States.  An organization, ereated by the
States to secure the blessings of liberty and
independenceagainst foreign aggression has i
been gradually perverted into a machine |
for their control in their domestic affuirs— |

&he ercatur has been exalted ubove its erca- against citizens of sister States by vivlent ' Governme

RS

- mﬂh" plas have been made subor-
to the agent sppointed by them-

ive vccupaticn was agriculture,
reeived o tendency in the Northern
‘to renderthe common Governmnent
p their own purposes, by im%o-.
comwerce 28 a protection
tering and shipping ioter-
angry eentroversy irew

, attamipts, often suecessfal, to
ove section of the country at the
the other. And the anger of
disruption arisivig from this cause was en-
hanced by the fact that the Northern
population was increased by immiygration
‘and other cuuses in a greater ratio than
the populatioh of the South. By degrees as
he Northern States gained preponderance

in the Nutionul Congress, sclf interest
taught their peopls to yield ready assent to

any plousible advocacy of their right as
i majority to govern the winurity without

control: they learn to listen with impaticaee
to the suggestion of any constitutional ini-
pediment to the exercise of their will; and
80 utteriy have the principles of the Cun-
stitution been eorrupted in the Northera
m nd that in the insvgural adlress deliv-
ered by . resident Lincoln in March last,
he asserts us an axiom which he plainly
deeius to be yodeniable, that ¢ e theory of
the Constitution regaires that in all cuscs
the majority shall govern; and in another
memorable instanee, the aume Chicl Mag-
istrate did’not hositate to liken the relations
between a State and the United Stutes to
those which exist between a country uud
the State in which it is situated and by
which it was ereated. This is the lamen-
table and Fundamental error on which rests
the policy that has culminated in his dee-
laration vl war against these Confederat.
States.

In addition to the loog continwed and
deep seated reseantwent felt by the South-
ern States at the persistent abuse of the
powers they had delegated to the Congress,
fur the purpase of enriching the wanufue-
turing and shipping classes of the North
at the expense of the South, there Las ex-
isted for nearly halfa eentury another sub.
jeet of discord, iu:‘y]\'itlg interests of such
dranseendent wagnitude, as at all times to

many devoted kovers of the Union, that its
permanence was iwpossible.

When the several States delegated eer-
tain powers to the United States Congress,
a large portion of the laboring population
consisted of African slaves imported intu
the colonies by the wother country, Iu
twelve out of the thirtcen States, nezro
slavery existed, und the vight of pruperty
infsiaves was protociel By law,

and provision was made against its loss by
the escape of the slave. The increa ¢ iu
the number of slaves by further importa-
tion from Africa was also secared 'y a
clause forbidding Congress to probibit the
slave trade anterior to a cortain date ; and
in @o elause can there be found any dele.
gation of power to the Congress authoriz
ing it in uny waneer to legislate to the
prejudice, detriment or discourazement ol
the owners of that species of property, or
excluding it from the protection of the
guvernment.

The elimate and soil of the Northern
States svou proved unpropitious tothe con-
tinuance of slave lgbor, whilst the eonverse
was the case at e Seuth,  Under the no-
restricted free imtercowae between the two
sections, the Nerthern States cousulted
their own interest by seilius their slaves
to the South, und prohibining slavery with.

i the'r limits. The South were willine
| purchasers of a property saitable to theis
| wants, and paid the price of the acquisi-

| their quict pussession  was to be disturbed
' by those who were inhibized, uot only by
| want of constitutional authority, but by
good fuith as vendors, frow disquicting a
title emanating from themselves.

As soon, however, as the Northern States
that  prohibited  African slavery within
their hwis bad reached a pumber suflie-
icut w gi\'e their represeutatives a controll-

| ing voice in the Cungress, a perristent and

| F | organized syste stile T :
[ * the ratification of the nvention of | ::rotiust Ulllnu fi ;lll: ulfll t.hl:.“::ln: rsm;"“;l:\l is

) A 1 e , . slaves
nene States, shull be sufficient for the estab- | +© = i Ji =

in the Soutuern States was inaugurated and
gradually extended. A coitinuous series
| of measures was divised and prosecute I for
the purpose of rendering insecure the ten
ure of property in sluves; fapatical organi-
zations, supphed with movey by voluntury
subscriptivns, were assiduous!, engazed in
ettty amoung the slaves a spirit ot dis-
content and revolt; means were furnished
for their escipe trom their owners, anid
| ngents sceceetly employed w entice them
to abscond ; the consututional provision
fur their readition to their owners was first
| evaded, then openly denonnecd us a viola
tion ol eonsvientious obligation and relig
ious duty ; men were taucht that it wus o
weri. to eluds, disobey and violently oppose
the execution of the laws enacted Lo scoure
the pecteruimce of the promise contuine
i the constitutionul compuot ; owuers of
sluves ware mobbed, and even wmurdered in
open duy, solely for applying to a magis
trute for the nrrest of a tugitive slave ; the
dogmus of these valuutary  organizations

ereate the upprehiension in the minds of |

This pra |
perty was recognized in the Constitution, !

tion without harboring a suspicion that |
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transuction of public affuirs was impeded
by repeated eflorts to usurp powers not del-
egated by the Canstitution, for the parpose
of impairing the mecurity of property in
slav s, und reducing those Btates which
held slaves to a condition of iuferiority,

Finally a great party was organized for
the purpose of obtuining the adwinistra-
tion of the ernment, with the avowed
object of using its power fer the total ex-
clusion of the slave Stutes from all iei-
pation in the benefits of the public domain,
scquired by all the States in common,
whether by eonquest or purchase ; of sur-
rounding thewm entirely by States in which
slavery should be probibited ; of thus ren.
dering the property in slaves so insecure
as to becomparatively worthless, and there-
bE annihilating in effect property worth
thousands of millions of dollars, This
party, thus orgamzed, succeeded in the
wonth of Novewber last, in the clection of
its sandidate for the Presidency of the
United States.

In the meantime, under the mild and
genial climute of the Southern Stutes, and
the illcreusing care and atteution tor the
well beivgz and comfurtof the laborine class,
dietated alike by interostand hununity, the
African slaves Nad auzmented in number |
trom about 600,000, at the date of the
advption of the constitutional compaet, to
upwards of 4,000,000,  In moral and so-
ciul condition they had been elevated from
brutal BaAvVaZes 1nto doeile, iﬂ!t:j”__:l‘li[ and
civilized agricultural laborres and supplicd
not only with bodily eomlorts, but with
careful religious wstruction.

Under the supervision of a superiar race,
their labor had becn so directed ns not
only to allow a gradual und marked ameli-
oration of their own coudition, but o eon-
vert hundreds of thousands of sguure miles |
of the wilderness into cultivated lands, !
covered witk & pausperous people; towns

the white population of the Southern glave-
lolding States had augmented from about
1,250,000 at the date of the Constitution,
w more than 8,500,000 in 1860; and the
productions of the South in Cotton, tiee,
Sugarand Tobaceo, fur the full develop-
uent and cuntinuance of which the labor
of African slaves was, and s, indizpensa-
ble, bad swol en to un amount whiel tormed
nearly three fourths of the exports of the
whole United States, and had become abso-
lutely necessary to the wants of eivilized
lwn.

With interests of such overwhelming
maznitude imperided, the people of the
Southern States were driven, by the con-

(PIERR S (T 8% O, TN (I E deption Sl suan
¢ st ol action toavirt the danger with
winieh t!ll"\' ".'L'"l' III:-'hly menuced, With

tis view, the Legislatures of the several
States invited the in'n;r[-_' to seleet Dele-
gutes to Conventions to be hell furthe par-
pose of determining for themsclves wlhiat
easyres were Lest :l!.:ilh 1 to mcet so
alarming & eriais in their Listory.

Here iv may be proper to observe that
o a period as ea i 1705 there
cxisted in wll of the Steres of the Union
a party, ahwest uninterroptedly in the

State was, 1o ghe last resort, the sule judgze
[ as well of its wrongs, wsof the muode and
mvasure of redress.  Indead, it is obvious,
that under the law of nations, this prin-
viple is and axiom s applied to the rela
twns of ndependent suovereiyn States sueh
as those which bad wnited themselves
under the coustitutionul ¢ swpast, The
Demoeratie party oi the United States re-
ln'.ﬂt.‘il 1 18 successful cunvass in 1854, the
declarati 0 wade o numerous previcus
political eontests, that it would  * faitbful-
iy abide by and uphold the principles
| tuid down inthe Kentueky and Vircinia

Mudison to the Virginin Legislature in
1709 ; and thatit adopts  those principles
us constituting one of the nain foandutions
{of its ]’}l)“ﬁ\‘.l] ereed.”

The principles thus cuphatically an
| nounced, embruce that to which 1 have
already adverted, the rvight of each Btate
w juige of wud redress the wrongs of
which it ecowplaius.  These principles
were maintained by overwhelming majori-
ties of the people of ull the States of

ferson in 1805, Mr. Madison in 1809,
and Mr, Plerce in 1852,

In the exoreise of a ancient
so well establfhed, and neeessary  for
self-preascrvation, the prople of the Conied-
erate Ctates in their Conventions determin-
ed that the wrongs which they were men-
seed, required that they should revoke the
-L'In'g:l.ll.'vlt ol o ers to the Federal (rov-
erament which they had ratiicd 1o their
several Conventions L'hey cousequently
ussed resuming  all  their, l
rights as sovercign woid independent States, |
aud dissulved their conncetion with the
other States of the Union.

rizht

20

0

Ordinances,

“n\'il;; do e this, tlu-)‘ I'r'b('l'l'dl"] to |

Ti 4 new compret amongst thewselves, |

y tew Artieles of Confederation, of the i

which au approach w snaimity far exced-

! g that of the couvention which adupted
tho new government iu all its departments;
the fauetions af the Exceutive, L sislutive, |

soun olitatned contral of the legislutures of' | gd Judie.al Maxistrates are performed 1n
nany of the Northern States, and luws [ worordance with the will of the people as
were pussed providing tor the punizhment | displayed, not in a: el ful ac
by rmn-mn_linua and long continned g | Ui seenoe; bub iy the entlinsiosti Wphgeort
prisonwent in jails and penitentiaries, ol Lot the govermnent ths establishod by
vitizens of Southern Swates who should dure | themselves; wnd but tor the juterfurence

to ask aid of the officers of the law for the
re overy of their property.
Emn' aldened by sucecss, the theatre of

agitation against the elearly expressed con-

| stitutional rights of the Southern Stutes| land.

was trunstorred to the Congress; Senators
and Representatives were sent to the cow-
mon councils of the nation, whose c¢hiei

title to this distinetion consisted in the dis. |

play of a spirit of ultra fanaticism, wnd |
whose business was, not to ‘promote the
goneral welfure or ensure domestic tran-
quill'yy."but toawaken the bitterest hatred

'lui' the Governmoeut of the United Siates

{ 10 this legitimate exerciso of the right of |

la people to seil:government, e,

Liaey Ji
[ nessand prospurst

Y \\--;Iul uw stutle b sur

[ That peace is ardently desized by this

Government and people;, has been muniles-
| el in evry possible form.  Searce had you
ussembled in Fcbruary last, when, prioreven
to the innugurution of the Chiol Musistrate
you had eleeted, you pussed a resolution
expressive of your desire fur the appoint-

ment of commissioners to be sent to the
ut of the Unitd States “lur the

denunciation of their institutions ; the | put

[

and cit s had sprang into existence, and |until the 12¢h of the month that th
had rapidly inereased in wealth and pepu. |
lation under the social system of the South;

1

had |

I:Il:lj'-lt'li__\'. based upon the creed that each f

resolutions of 1795, and the report of  Mr., |

| wore striking proof of the absence of zood

{ Commissioners  sctually i Waushington,

[ should be given of any militury movement,
| the notice was not addressed to them, but a

rposed of negotiating friedals

ment of all question of disagreement be-

tween the two Government upon nuth-
of right, justice, equity and gnod’ faith.” | di
It was my pleasure as well as my duty,

to eooperate with you in this work of
peace. Indeed, in my address to yoa on
taking the oath of office, and be&n Te-
ceiving from you the communication. of
this resolution, 1 had gaid, “as a necessity,
not a choice, we huve resorted to the reme-
dy of seperation, and henceforth our ener-

gies wust be directed to the conduct of onr |'w

own affairs and the perpetuity of the Con-
foderacy which we luve formed. It o
Just perception of mutual interest shall
permit us peaceably to pursue our separ-.
ate political eure~:, my most carnest desire
will have been filled.

It was in Turthcrance of this aseordant
views of the Congress and the Executive,
that I made choice of three disereet, able
and distinguised citizeus, who repaired to
Washingion.  Aided by their cordial co-
operation, and that of the Sceretury of
State, c\'e? effrt compatible with self:
respect and the digaity of the Confederacy
was exhausted before I allowed myself to
yield to the conviction that the government
of the United States was determinzd to
attempt the conquest of this people, and
that our cherished hopes of peace wer
unattaivable.

Un the arrival of cur Commissioners
in. Washington, on the 5th March, they
proposed, at the instigation of u friendiy
intermediary, doing more than giving in-
foryiul notice of their arrival. This was
done with a view to afford time to the
President, who had just been inungurated,
for the discharge of other pressing  official

| dutica in the organization of his Adwinis

tration, befure engagiug his attention in
the object of their mission. It was not
ey of
ficially addressea the Seeretory of State,
inforwing him of the purpose of their arvi-
val, and stating in the laonguagze of their
instructions their wish “tu wake to the
government of the United States overtures
tur the opening of negotiations, assuring
the gzovernment of the United States, that |
the President, Congress and people of the
Confederate States earuestly desire a pence-
ful solution of these great questions;
that it is neither their interest ner their
wish to muke any demand which is not
founded on strictest justice, nor do any act
to injure their late contederates.”

To this communication no formal reply
was received until the 8th April  During
the interval the Commissivners hud con-
sented to waive all questions of  form.
Atk the thva
sible, they went so fur, even, as to hold,
during that long period, unofficial inter
| course, through an intermediary, whose

hizh position und character inspired the
| hope of success, und through whom con-
stunt assurances were received from the
| Governmeunt of the United States of peace-
| ful  intentions ; of the determination to
| evacuate Fort Sumter; and further, that
no measure charging the existing statns
prejudiciully to the Confederate States, es-
pecially at  Fort Pickens, was in  contem-
plation, but thet iu the event of any change
of 1uteution on the .\ullj‘ ¢t, wootice would
| be given to the Commissioners. The
| erooked paths of diplomucy ecan scarcely
| furnish an ¢xample so wanting in courtesy,
infairnees in cundor, and dircetness, sa
' was the course of the United States Goy-
ertment  tuwards our Comnmissiones ut
| Washingtoa.  For proof of this ! refer to
| the aunexed docuwients, marked—, taken
in conueetion, with further facts which |
| now proceed to relate:
Harly in April the attention of the whule
[ country, as weil as that of our Commission-
[ ers, was aitracted to extravrdinary prepu-

el

| rutious for ao extenzive military and paval
] . & . e 3
{ expedition in New York und Nothern ports.
These preparations eommenced in secrecy,
for an expedition whuse destination was
| concealed, only became known when nearly
luu:uplrlcd. aud on the 5th, 6th and Tth
| troops, munitions apd n;:.!iwry supplics,
| #ailed from Northern ports bound South-
wards.  Alarmed by so0 extraordinary a
demanstration, the Commissioners request-

the | ed the delivery of an suswor to their offie. |
Union at different elections of Mr. Jef [ 1-] communication of the 1Zth March, uwd |

thereupon received, on the Sth April, a
reply dauted on the 25th of the previous
[ month, from which it appears thut, during
the whole interval, whist the Commission-
| ors were receiviog assurances caleulated to
inspire hope of the suceess of their mission,
the Seeretary o State and the Prosidont |
of the United States hud determived to

woen that Government and tl a%‘ L
erate States of America, and for the

dve wooveld was if s

| April, transports and vessels of war, with |

the fort.  There
alternative Lut ty
at once Le

a1

This order was cxecuted by Gen. Beuu- | vob
s wos ¢ h,‘mm

reg.rd with the skjll and sucecss
outurally to be expect 4 from |
of that gallant om; apd, a
Lowburdwent lasted but thirty-three
our flag did not waive over its battered
walls until after the urrival of (he hostile
fle t of Churleston. Fortunately not a life
va<lost on our side, o il
in_scing epared the necessity of a nscless
vffusion of blood by the prateus caution
of the oflicers who commauded the flect, in
absta ning from the eviden
to enter the barbor for the relief of Major
Anderson. I refer to the report of the
Sceretary of War and. the pa which
accompany it for turther details of this
brilliant affair. :

1n this connection I cannot refrain trom
# well-deserved tribute to the poble Btate,
the emincut soldierly qualitics of whose
people wore so couspicuvy Jy displayed in
the port of Charleston.  For months they
had Leen irritated by the spectacle of
furtress beld within theirprincipal barbor,
us a starding wenase agaiust their peace
and independeuce.  Built in part with
their vwn money, its custody confided with
their own eonsent to an agent who held no
power over them other than such as they
had thewsclves deleguted for their own
benefit, intended to be used by that agent
for their own protcetion against foreign at-
tuck, they saw it held with persistent ten-
@ity us a means of offence agminst thew
by the very Govermment which they bad
esta lisked for their proteetion

Tiey had beleaguered it for months—
felt entire confidence in their power ump-1

tare it—yet yielded to the requircwents of | p

dircipline, earbed their i
witted without
toined hacdslips, ard privations of
a protracted sicge; and when at lep

their patienee was rewarded l.; the gsignal
lor attuck, aud suceess had erowned mir
steudy and gullant conduct—even in the,

|

very moweut of triumiph—they evinced a|.

chivalrous regard for the feclings of e
brave but uefurtenate cficer who had been
sompelled to lower Lis flag. Al nanifes:
tations of exultation were chiceked in his
prescnce. 1

Their commanding geneoral, with theis
cordial approva! and the consent of his gov-
ermmenty refrained  from  iwposing any
terais that would wound the seusibilities of
the comnunder of the fing. He wgs per-’
mitted to retive widh the henors of war—
to salute hix flag, to depart froely with all
his command, and wes eseorted to the ves-
sel in which be cmbarked, with the bigl-
est wark of respect from those aguiust
whom his gwas had been so reeently dirce-
ted.  Not auly does every evont counceted
with the siege refleet the highest honor on
South Carolina, bat the forherance of her
peopls, aud of this Gevernuw.eat, from na-
king any harsh use of a victory obtained
under circumstanecs of speh peculiar
ceation, attest (9 the lullest extent the ab-
sence of any purpose beyond seouring their
own tranquibty, and the sinecre desire to
avoid the calawitics of war.

Searealy hudthe President of the United ed since the

States received datelligonce of the fuilure
of the sehieme which he had devised + for
the reinfurcenent of Fort Sumter, when

he issued the deelaration of war pzaiust|:

this.confederacy which has prompted we
to convoke you. Yn this -estraordimary
produetion, that high fanetionary wffeets
totul ignorace of the existence of an inde:
pendence Government, whick, ing
the entire and enthuosinstic devotivn of its
people, is excreising its fanctions without
question over seven sovereign States—over
wore than five millions of people—and
over territory whuse wrea ex 3 halt a
willion of square miles.  Ile term sover

hold no intercourse with them whatever -
to refuse even to listen to any proposals |
they had to make, and had profited by the |
de ay created IJ} their own assurances, in
order to prepare sceretly the means for ef: |
fective hostile operations.

That these assurances were given, has
bean virwally confessed by ghe Govern-
ment of the Unpited States by its sending a
messenger o Churleston, to give notice o1
Ha purpose, to use force, if opposed in its
iention of supplying Fort Sumter. No

fuith in the conduet of the Government of
the United States towards the ( ull!u!umcy
s be reguired than s contuned in the
ciremupstances which aceompmated this yo-

\.n-r-ulrrln to the wpsual

|
LTS 2 U |

navigition, the vessels composiig the ox-
pedtition design for the relief of Fort Sum. |
ter, might be ex pected to reach Charleston
hiarbor on the Oth of A pril ; yet with our

detaiued  under

ussuvances that notice

messenger was sent to Chavleston 1o give
the notice to the Governor of South Caro-
lina, und the notice was so given ata late
hoar on the Sth April, the eve of the very
duy on which the flees might be expected
to arrive.

That the wancenvre failed in its purpose
was not the tault of those who coutrived it,

| viee was to be to eapturs gor forts,

eign States ** combinations, too powerfyl

to be supprised bythe ordinary course of | Han

judicial proceedings, or by the powers vest-
ed in the marshals by law.” ]
He calls for an army of myouty-fice
thousand men to.act a posse comitatus in
aid of the process of the courts of justice
in States were no courts exist whose man.
dates and decrees are not cheerfully obey-
ed and respected by a willing people.  He
avows that « the fizst service to be assign.
ed to the furces called out,” will be, not
to excente the process of courts, but to
captare forts and strongholds situated with-
i*t the admitted lits of ghis Confedoracy,
aud garrisond by s troops ; sud doclaves
the “ this effort” is intended “ to waintain
the perpetuity of popular govermment,,
He conciudes by commandiug “the per.
sons eomposing the combinations aforesyid,”
to wit: the five millions of inhabitants of
these States, “'to retire peaceably to their
respective abodes within twenty days.”
Apparently contradictory s ore the
terws of this singular document, one t
was unmistakably evident.
of the Urited States called fur an army of
seventy-five thuusand men, whosedirst ser-
Lt was
a plain declavation of war, which I was
not at liberty to disvegard, beeause of my
kunowledge that under the Constitution o
the United States, the F'residcut was usavy.

we were gratified |

futile effur: |
1

-eracy aguinst

The President |

ing a puwer granted cxolusively to thie Con-
gress. He s the sole organ of comuni-

rous received.
the Guvernment of the Unitad

:::i:e Pm hf:-ﬂ“ date

ted States, he announces a b
the ports of those

ish as
est any vessel o
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published under the | dnli
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