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such enactments as will effect great-

ar ‘a8 -well as economy, in the
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and lastly, such measures of relicf as, ir;'
‘judgument, are necessary, in view o
:1{'1{:51-& ::;ldition of the people.

It is & striking anomaly, that more than
one half of all the inhabitants ot the State
aré not amenable to trial before the State
tribonuls, and are exowpt from all liability
‘to punishment under State laws. Ina
majority of the Districts, neither Provoat
aor freedmen’s ?ourts are in oxiﬂt&nu(:;

persons of color perpetrale erime wit
mity. Sowe cfr;;reir gruvest offenccs
against society are tried before Military
(.',Funmmluiom, t the long delay in bring-
ing the criminal to justice, the neccssity
0 ed of removing him to a remote
place, where a Commwission is organized for
trial, the diffculty ot sccuring the attend
ance of witnesses, and the expense devol-

epon the prosccutor, conspire to ren-

‘der t?mh tribupals wholly inefficient in

unighing the guilty, or deterring others
Bon'; petrathhg crime.

'nere Provost Courts are organized, the
Eﬂh‘hmm_ imposed on freedmen for
‘arige. are not in contorwity to omr laws,
apd are much lighter than punishmeuts
Lpﬂwd by State Courts upon white men
for the same offences. The laws of every
~well Btate should operate equally
“opon all the iuhabitants, and if a whito
Map is punishable by death for arson or
burglary, the:e is no justice or propriety
in permitting a frecdmau to escape for a
Tike offence with a fine or light imprison.

ment. When our laws are so modified
that all persons way be tried before the
gamo tribunal, and, upon couviction, sub-
Jooted to the same puaishment for the same
clags of offences, all reasou for the inter—
ference of Federal authority with thg ad-
ministration of juslice will have ceased,
.80 _ga.i_l:?iedunw ediment will exist to the ju-
ﬁr' 0. of the State Courts over all cases,
! nd oritminal.
In the series of Acts, passed in Deceni—-
m_,hn. known as the Code, there are
rious discriminations aguinst freedmen,
which should be repealed, and civil rights
and liabilitics as to crime should bo accor.
ded to all inhabitants alike.

The Tast section of the Ast to cstablish
Diskriot Oourta. provides that “tho Judges
elected under this Aect shall not be com.
missioned until the Governor shall be sat—
isfied that they will be permitted to ex—
erciso the juriediction committed to them,”

The Judges have not been commission—
ed, huving satisfied myself that they would
not be permitted by the military authorities
o exercise jurigdiction over persons of col-
or, which was the main purpose in est+b-
Yishing the Courts, The District Court
.may, however, be made invaluable, by in-
creasing its jurisdiotion in civil, and res-
trieting it in its oriminal cascs to off:nces
pynishabls with less than death, therchy
relieving the superior Courts of many cases

- which rotard the despateh of more impor-
tant business,

.1 therefore recommend that the sittings
‘of the Cuurt be quarterly, or ofiner, if ne.
cessary ; that all misdemeanors and telonics
now punishable by fine, impriscnment or
whippiog, by whomsoever committed, be
tried in that Court; that all felonies pun-
ishable with death, ineluding the different
degrees of homicide, be tried by the Court
of General Sessions; that the offices of a

- -grand jary bo dispensed with in the Dis-

trict Court, and defendants tr ed without
Presentment or true bill; that, with the
consent of the parties in civil cascs, or of
e defendant in eriminal cases, the pre
siding Judge may hear and dctermine any
cause or indictment without the interven
tion of a petit jury; that the petit jury
shall consist of twelve, and the venire of
eighteen; that in case of the acquittal of
the defendant, the Judge be authorized to
eertily, it in his opinion the facts justify
it,
groundless, and when such ecrtificate is
iven, that the prosecutor be liable for all
' 00sts incurred ; that no other security
be required to prosecute by a Magistrate
from & complainant than Lis own recognis
sanoce ; that the jurisdiction of the Court
in civil cases be extended to 8200; and
that the jury be paid for their services by
o fee taxed on each case they may try.
By the thirtieth section of the “ Act to
establish Distriet Courts” it is provided
‘“that in every case, civil and criminal, in
whioh a person of coler isa party, or whish
affoots the person or property of a person
of eolor, persons of eolor shall be compe-

tant witnesses.” The aceused in such o

_ oriminal case, and the parties in every

sueh civil case, may be witnesses, and so
may. avery other pereon who is a compe-
‘tent witness, cte.”

The first paragraph of thie section, ad
mitting persons of color to testify in all

, cases where themselves or their race are

directly goncerned, and excluding by im-
lication in all cases where they are not
interested, cannot be reconciled by sound

“polioy or just discrimination. They are

admitted in that class of enses where their
jnterest, sympathy, association and feel-
hpwnlzhm likely to pervert thele

\‘.

that the prosecution was frivolous or |

eonsciences and iuvite to false swearing,
and are excluded from testifying in all
cases ‘where no motive could exist to swear

|fnlsely, exeept that of a depraved heart.

e distinction is illogical and indefen
sible, and it cannot be denied that it has
its foundation in a prejudice against the
caste of the negro. If thy rules of evi-
dence in all Courts were 80 modified as to
make all persons and parties competent
witneases f: their own and all other nases,
no poasible davger could result from it.
Maoy of the States of tho Union, and
soveral of the civilized countrics of the
old world, have tried the experiment, and
the result proves that the cause of truth
and justice has been thereby promoted.
The object of every judicial luvestigation
is to ascertain the truth, and when found,
to dispense justice in contormity thereto.
With intelligent J udges and discriminat— |
ing juries, correct conclusions will be more |
certainly attained by hearing every fact,
whatever may bo the charuoter or color of
the witness.

In the second paragraph of the seetion
already quoted, the General Assembly have
reached the conelusion ; for in all cases
where persons of color are allowed to tes—
tity, all persous, including parties, are de-
clared competent witnessca. Would it
not be emincatly wise to adopt the same
rule in all courts, and extend it to sll per—
sous

Iu oivil cases, the testimony of persons
of color is oltentimes requisite to eluci-
date the fucts und secure a just decision.
They ccnstitute a mujority of the entire
population of the State, and of necessity
are often scle witnesses of contracts and
transactions between white persons. Shall
the purties in such cascs be denied jus—
tice, by excluding the only evidence to
securc it, because of an apprehension
that it may be in a weasure unreiiable ?
Would it not bo more in accordance with
an establishétl rule, to receive the evie
dence and weigh its value? In the law of
ovidence, the character und standing of a
witness goes to affect bis credibility, and
vot his competency. Why not, in the
case of the person of color, follow this
rule to its logical couclusions ?

In criniinal cases, Jhese considerations
weigh with pecaliar force. The nezro is
readily deceived and eorrupted, and be-
comes an easy prey to the machinations of
depraved white men; and past expericnee
teaches that the principal, because o his
exclusion as a witness from the Courts of
justice. The shrewed and cunning contin-
ue to put the negro forward in the com
wission of crime, und they go anwhipped
ol justice, because the law forbids that the
tesiimony of the negro shall-be heard.
Docs not the exclusiou of persous of color
make them invaluable uccessories to the
perpetration of erime? How can society
be protected against that large class of in-
famous erimes, now 8o prevalent in this
State, unless by muking the negro a com
petent witness, we avail ourselves of all ac
cessible evidence to conviet the offenders 7
Aud will the law cf the State continue to
offer a reward to the dishonest to further
tempt and corrupt the nogro ? The well
being of the State materially depends upon
the clevation of this class of our pupulation,
and if' there was no other argumient in be-
halt of their admissability to our Courts,
the tendency of sueh a measure to elevate
their moral and intellectual churacter would
be sullicient.

The dishonest may object to the exten-
sion of this right tu all cases, beeause it re
duces the field for his nefarions aperations,
but if the good and virtnous are protected,
society i3 amply compensated for the
chauge. Men of pro'ity and integriry
have no reason to apprehcad any evil con
sequences from the chunge. "The discrim
ination of intelligent Judg s and Juries will
be a shield against unjust charges support
ed by false swearing, and the same intelli
gence will bring the really guilty to con-
dign pumshment. The great nerease of
erime among freedmen, and the inadequate
puvishment inflicted by cxisting tribunals,
mukes it a high and important duty de
volved on you to so madify existing legis.
lution as will sccure a transter ot jurisdie
tion to the State Courts 1t the suzw stions
I have made do not meet the approval ol
your judgment, | will cordially co operate
with you in attaining the end in any Way
which your superior wisdom may indieate,

The prevalence of criwe awong the
whites, as well as Llacks, in every part of
the State, admonish us that the eriminal
code is deteetive, and that the punishuments
| imposed by it are inadequate to deter offend
ers. The penalties ataching toerime are fine,
imprisonment and death.  The death pen-
alty is imposed on convietion for murder,
aison, burglary aud other erimes ; but the
repugnance ol juries to conviet and impose
that fearful penalty, except for murder and
two or three other enormobs crimes against
gociety, often enables the guilty to cscupe
under the most (rifling pretest; and even
when persons are convieted in such cases,
the verdict is usually accompanied by ree
ommendation to executive clemency.

There is no proper punishment, under
the laws of this Siate, for high misdemean-
ors and petty felonies. None of the juails
of the State are constructed for work hous
es, and convicts sentenced to imprisonment
gpend their time in idleress. T'ho expense
to the State is very great, and, in our im-
poverished eondition, the prople cannot
well bear the heavy taxation necessiry to
support these copvicts in idleness. There
are many conviels who find themselves
comfortably housed and well fed, and who,
exempt from all labor, do not regard im-
prisonwent as punishment.  They are vi
cious, depraved non producers; and the
effort to punish them is really a punish-
ment te tEa bonest tas payer; whose labor,

in at lesst, is given to su
in mohnee. The number

will hercafter be greatly
if the present system of
continued, the appropriations to jailors, for
dieting prisoners, will be ter than the
expenditure for either of the departments
of the State Government. 'To remedy all
these evils, I respectfully recommend that
you provide for the sstablishment of a pen-
iteutiary, at Columbia, and appropriste not
less than $20,000 to erect a wall around
the penitentinry buildings, and to make
cells for convicts.  Much of the labor, in
erecting the necessary baildings, can be
performed by the convicts themselves. If
a favorable site should be selected, conven-
ient to sufficient water power to drive all
the machinery that may be requisitz to
carry on manufactures in wood, leather,
iron, yaros and cloth, the penitentiary
may be made nearly it not quite self sup—
porting. Punishments may then be im—
posed according to the enormity of the
offence; juries will have no aversion to
convicting the guilty, aud convicts, while
undergoing purgation for their criwes,
will be compelled to earn their clothing
and subsistence,

The completion of the prison and the
introduttion of the requisite  machinery
will, of course, be a work of time ; but,
if proper econowy is practiced in building
and stocking it, the expense will hardly be
felt ; and, in the weantiwe, the convicts
can be subsisted as cheaply as in the dis-
trict jails, whilst the labor of such as are
not required on the buildings, can be de-
voted to the various manutactures of lea—
ther, wood ;.ud iron, yielding a fund to the
State to meet the expense of their subsis—
tence.

If you should determine to establish a
penitentiary, it will be necessary that the
punishments now imposed by law be so
changed as to conform to the new prison
syetem. Before passing from the suhbjeet
of the eriminal law, I desire to invite your
attention to the necessity for wore strin-
gent legisiation for the suppression of va—
graucy. ‘The law should not only provide
for the punishment of idle and dissolute
peisons, who are permanently  domiciled,
but skould extend to transient persons,
wandering over the State, and who have
no visible weans of support; and the duty
of enforcinyg the law should be devolved,
under stringent penalties, upon the Clerks,
Sheriffs, Magistrates and Constables of the
several Districts,

Since your adjournment in December
last, the Counrt of lrrors in this State
have, with a single dissenting opinion,
declared the Stay Law and all amendments
thereto unconstitutionzl, The deeision has
produced restivencss and dissatisfaction in
many parts of the State. Public muet.
ings have been held in several Distriets,
and the Legisliture has been appealed to,
to furnish some protection to the debtor
class, who anticipate gencral sueing iu
the fali term of the Courts.

After a carcful examination of the opin
ion of the able and learned Chicl* Justice,
as well as other authorities, I feel it my
duty to say thut [ concur fully in the opin—
ton of the Cuurt, and belicve that their
expousition of the constitutional questido
is unanswerablo,

The people of South Carolina have been
proverbially law abiding; and when anar—
chy reigned supreme, after the fall of the
Conlederaey; luwlessness was universally
discournzed by the better classes in every
community. Now, when civil law is 1e-
stored aud we are remitted to our own laws
| aud Courts to protee trights and redress
wrongs, surely ne citizen of good repute
will advise tumule and violence against the
solemn judgment of the highest Judieial
tribunal in the State.

Lu view of the ciroumstances surround-
in:e us—when it is ramembered that the
State has just emerged from a long and
disustrous war, in which not only her sons
but her resources were prodizally bestow-
ed; that our banks have all been destroy—
el 5 thar mure than three hundred millions
of property have been annihilated ; that
all the fountains of sredit and property
huve been broken up; that our system ol
lubor has been thoron <hly disorganized ;

them
Jasrenssdy and,
ine and,
punishments be

|
ers have been withlicld from a parched
and exhaasted soil, and that want, if not
famine, will keep chasly vigils in man-
ston and 1o hovel ; when it is remember-
ed that nearly all of the merchants of the
State have Leen able 1o compromise their
indsbtedness to Northern nierchants on
wost liberal terms—surely, the ereditor

debtors still further indulgence.

i the sawe fair and liberal spirit, make
compromises with debtors, so as not to
drive them and their families frow home,
Kindred and friends,

The existing embarrassments growing
out of the indebtedness of the country
will, like other evils, produce beneficial
results.  Debtors will find it to their in—
tevest to make final adjustment of their
dabts, even though they are compelled to
surcender  their property.  As long as
their debts remain, interest will be accl—
mulating to culminate in more disastrous
bankruptey. If they surrender their pro-
perty, now, to creditors, they ean resume
their ocenpations and labor with cheer—
fulness—knowing that its proceeds will,
sooner or later, rebuild their broken for—
tunes.

The debtor who desires to cnmpromiﬁc
with his ereditors has the means of com-
pelling the veriest Shylock to aceept fair
terms, or exclude him in all share of his
estate by nssignment, giving liberal credi-
tors the preference, or by voluatary con-
fession of judgment.

shall pass l:u‘l: di.;“ 2 Mo
sny law the obligations of

contraots.” {mpﬂtxlly-r‘muncrterym

oonsideration for the relielf.of debtors :

1. That imprisonment for debt, on mmmne
and final process, be 8bolished, except in case
of fraud ; and then;, as » punishwment for the
crimerather than as s means of enforcing pay-
ment of the debt.
2. That no costs be taxed against a defen-
dant, either for the oflicers of the Court or for
the Attorney.

8. That the Insolvent Debtor's Laws be so
extended as that nny debtor may, by petition,

after due notice, summon in all his o editors,
and, upon assiguing his estate and effeots for

ability, not only to sueing, but to all other

bus resting on him, the honest
ing debtor will go to work with alacrity and
prove himself a useful member to society,

The Congress of the United States has au-
thority, uuder the Constitution, to pass uni-
form laws of bankruptey; but there is no pro-
hibition upon the Siates, and as Congress has
unt excreised the authority delegated to them,
the States may, with great propriety, pass
such laws—and they will continue of force,
until Congress ndopts a general bankrupt met
—which would supercede all Btate legislation
on the subject.

The General Bankrupt Act of 1841, passed
by the Congress of the United States, extend-
ed its provisions to antecedent debts, and its
constitutionality was not controverted by the
Courts. No Constitutional obstacle, therefore,
would preclude the General Assembly from in-
corporating the same feature iun their legisla-
tion.

It is proper here Lo remark,
Law could be passed which could be free from
all constitutionnl objection, it would not pro.
tect dehtors from suit in the Federal Courts.
A creditor residing in the State who had de
termined to enforce the payment of his debt,
could readily transfer it to a non-resident, and
if the sum exceeded five hundred dollars, such

that if a Stay

United States Court, rec .ver judgment, issue
execution and sell the debtor's property, nol-
withstanding the existence of a Stay Law,
Such a law would not be recognized or enfor-
ced in a Federal Conrt,

The complete disorganization of the labor of
the State in 1865, resulted in the production
of very short provision erops; and to supply
the deficiency, large quantities of breadstuffs
have already been imported into the State, at
enormous cost. The imperfect organ zation
of the eystem of free labor, and the unprece-
dented drought whick has prevailed Auring
the mouths of July and August, throughout
the State, as well as unusually short wheat
crop, foreshadow a glo my future for the peo—
ple for the next year. Coming as you do from
every District, you have the means of making
A0 estimate, approximating accurncy, of the
extent of the fuilure of the provision crop,
and what amount of supplies will be needed
to save the poor, dependent and helpless from
starvation. 1invite your earuest and prompt
consideration of the subjeet.

Sound political economy ordinarily con-
demnns the feeding of its population by the Go-
verument, as the inevitable consequences are
to increase idleness, pauperism and erime,
But where the provision erop of a whole coun-
try is destroyed by blight, or where production
is suspended by long continued drought, and
the deficicncy is traceable to these causes
rather than to the idleness of the population,
humanity and sound policy alike justify the
tioverament in lending or giving its means to
save the people from starvation—to arrest
that increase of erime, which want always
produces, and to stay emigration to more fi-
vored localities The present population is
insuflicicut to till rhe so1l of the State, and to
develop its resources; and it is a high duty
of the Government to remove, ns fur as possi-
ble, the necessity for emgration beyond its
borders. Thoe embarrassment of supplying
tood for the needy will be greatly incrensed
after the first of October; when the Freedmen's
Bureau will cense to issue rations for the in-
digeut and helpless whites and fraedmen, who
have been herctolfore furnished with subsist-
cuce. Yeu maoy find it necessary to increase
the powers, duties nud responsibilities of the
Commissioners of the Poor, and to organize
such bodies in all Districts of the State. In

1ost of the Distriets, land and buildings have
heretofore Licen acquired and erected for the
whites, but they must be enlarged, soasto
provide sceommodations for pauper, idiotie
and lielpiess freedmen.

The tailure of 1he Boards of Commissioners
uf the Poor to provide for the helpless, isa
groal erime against humauoity, aod additional
pennl hould e lwposed by law Agninsl
such n leot or refusal to perform properly
this philanthropie duaty.

Tie capitation tax imposed by you, at the
last sission of the Legislature, on freedmen,
has not genervally been collected. The Comp-
troller General, following a suggestion made

the Tax Collectors not do jssue ex-
Geutions agninst the frecdmen, for the capita-
tiom tax, until the present session of the Leg-
isluture.  This was to avoid all eonfliot with

that vur eourrs were not used for the protece
tion of the frecdmen, and no provision was
made jor the support of the infirm and help.
vss. Whenever your legislation remits the
custody of persons of color to the State laws,

class will practiee forbearance and give the |

1

these cxecutions may be issued. Proper dili-
gence by the Sheriffs will enforee the satisfac-
tion of most of these ex cutions, and the fund

[t com~ | "y then be appropriated exclusively to the
pelled to enforee colicetions, they should |

support of the class from which it is derved.

Lt you should, in your wisdom, determine to
make an appropriation to buy subsistence for
the indigent white and colored, the several
Boards  of the Commissioners of the Poor,
would be, perhaps, the best agents for its dis-
tribution,

To mect any appropriation made, there is no
resource available, and the funds can only be
riaised by issuing and selling State bonds. The
credit of the State has heretofore been untar-
mished, and u reasonnble hope is cnteriained
that bonds issued for such a purpose will com
mand nearly par, in the money markets of the
United States and Europe.

As the present is a called session, and you
may desire to return o your homes at the ear-
liest day compatible with vour publie duties, I
shall defer, until the regular session, bringing
to your attention the general financial condi-
tion of the State, or making any recommenda-
tion for putting it on a sate and salisfactory
hasis. Under the authority of your Act, au-
thoviziug the issue of b.lls Feoeivable, in nay-
ment ol jthe indebtedness of the State, the Trea-
surer had engraved and printed bills to the
amount of $390,000, and bas paid out, to the
public officers and other ereditors of the State,
only $150,000. Most of the Tax-Collectors
have made therr roturns, and the legal tender
United States notes paid into the reasury,
together with the bills receivable not yet issn.
ed, will onable ite operations te be conducted

| Governor to make “sugh
their benefit, be discharged from all further li- | y L

creditors. Being thus relieved from the inou- State.” Im

ebrun Io B8
acd enterpris- | pondence with llqﬁrﬁ(.i'zaﬂﬂ“;iﬂhu..

non-resident could at once institute suit in the |

by me and approved by the Attorney-Geuneral, |
mstrueted
that the refreshing and v vivilying show— |

the military nuthorities, arising out o the fact |

of the losn heretofore authorisea;te -
The amount paid by him was $4,486.
commend that an appropristion be made-to-
cover this amount. v g i
If the Treasurer had declined to make the
psyment in advance of W the
Aot could not have been into exsoution,
wn.?m u-w“ an exira sepsion of the Gen-
eral Assem - ot oy -
At the lact session of the Geénesal. lx.'
“full power and authority” was g
aa.in: his
in this

the en-

- Lire-

opinion might be n
u?lnm am;'-hrud

ecossary Lo
of Asiatic

withs
reference 0 establishing o rigid quarantine st
all the seaports in the State, zbhh resulied in
the military authorities undertaking to estab-
lish and enforce proper quarantine regulations.
I am happy to say 1o you that the duties, nuder
orders ﬁ-odm Gdanmi ?inkllu. hﬂ‘:un well.
performed, and not a single case of cholera or
yellow fever has omrrur within the limits of
the State. {
The work of re organization und reconstrus--
tion is progressing slowly, but stesdily. Our
| Senators and Hepresentstivés have not been
admitted to seaty in the Federal and’
we have received no relaxation from omerous
taxation, notwithstanding we have been de-
nied representation. It is believed, however,
that our fellow-gitizens in the North snd West
| will not much louger permit this flagrant in-
Jjustice to be contin The Btate Govern-
| ment is entirely re-organized—the law Courts
held their regular sessions in the spring, and
despntched mueh business, :hioh has been ao-
cumulating for years, and w nerally
cleared the criminal dockets, ﬁo &um of
| Chancery have also been regularly held on all
| the circuits. The machinery of justics is in
| full vperation, aud private rights and public
| wrongs can be enlorced and ruuiolled.
However much all may deplore that the
. gress of the State has been retarded. and its
| prosperity Eunl;nd by loss of fortume and
| eredit, and by short crops, the wise and mauly
| course for our people is to redouble their ener-
gy—banish unavailing Hll'.l—m“t adversity
with a stout heart a brave hands, and
j through the approving smiles of grasious
| Heaven, our venerable mother will again be
{ prosperous, and her children comtented and
JAMES L. ORR.
Bept. b, 1866.

hayppy.
.E:xeuulire Department,
— o
jiassachusells aza South Caro-
lina Arm in Arm !

The Puritan and the Cavalier, the Licn and
the Lamb, or the Fox and the G f
Pagan, Greek, Jew and Christian, may ail
well come to the conclusion that some wonder-
ful event is to crown the ninetieth century.

We are reminded of & story told us by =
distinguished geatleman wow numbered with
his fathers. He had just witnessed s 8t. John's
Day Celebration, by the Ancient Free Masons,
and was wonderfully taken with the order.
He applied to his father for leave to join the
order.

**Have you any idea of the ordeals through
which you have Lo pass ?” .

No sir. **Well you know old Dar Bap:‘l;
—{Davy by the by wns a ragged, y ol

( if he lu{ the

o)

fellow, who always looked as
seven years itch on Lo

**Well my son you know that you have to
sleep with Davy R befora yon can be ac-
cepted into full fellowship."

Here was the bucket of cold water—and
the young entusiast gave up the masons.
verd. sap. sal.

To crown the programme—it is now an-
nounced that n grand Soldier's pow. wow is to
be Lield at Chicago—endorsed by Dan. Bickles,
Gen'ls. McCook, Dix, Slocum. Custar—whers-
to, our gallant boys will be invited to eat
“humble pie" and vote thauks to their mag-
nanimous conquerors. It is to be hoped that
these worthies will bring to the Conventicn
the silver ware, trinkets, watches, and articles
of vertu they have stolen from the Southern

women. X.
[ Unionville Times,
—————— R PE——

Goop Apvice To Masoxs.—1. To live more
punctiliously faithful to Masonic principles
and teachings, practising strictly all the moral
duties, and being more deveted to charily ;

2 To check the introduction into the Order
of the immaral, the curious, the ignorant, and
the seltish ;

4 To cease festivals, and processions, and
shows, whereby there are attracted to us the
superficinl and the unsteady ;

4. To encourage Masonic literature, whereby
all our bretbren may be enlightened and
strengthened, the day having passed when ig-
norance can any more assist Masonry than
devoiion ;

5. To lay aside our shewy regalia and em-
ploy only the simple white apron, the “badge
of a Mason ;" to reduce our titles and degreca
to the simpler and older formula; to forbid
presents to ofticers, whereby corruption and
f'nvoritism are engendered: to prohibit all elee-
tioneering for office; and especialiy to become
a secrel society,. doing good to all, and without
ostentation.—National Freemason,

The celebrated “Blind Tom,” from Colum-
bus, has arrived in London and given a con-
cert at Hanover 8quare. The Era promfunces
his feat of playing three different tunes at the
same lime—playing Yankee Doodie with the
left haud, Fisher's Hornpipe with the right,
while singing Early in the Morning —*s task
beyond civilization, sane people generally, and
tae entire white family.”
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The hop crop of Otsege county, New York,
is estimated at 3,000,000 pounds, worth $960,
000

In Cineinnati, durin
August, eight hund
sons died of cholera,

The collection of the direot tax has been sus-
pended in Texas till .January next.

the first ten days of
asnd nineiy-nine per-

son Davis will soon be rel
——— A e, %
The Atlsriie Cable sends from six Lo mine
words per minute, for which the charge fs—
say, sixty dollars. ¥
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Mrs, Jefferson Davis returnedifes Fortress
Monroe on the 23d, afier a weak's absence on
& visit to her children in Montreal:

— il 00 B e
It is believed at Fortress Munro that Jeffer-
eased.

' received $1,-
B'oemn h(iorbou on wed Mim for L}
ture of y
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