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COOKE CARRIES WAR ON—
COMPETITORS TO RALEIGH

Introduces Bill in Legislature to K

—Aldermen Send P. H. Williams & :
to Forestall Cooke With 1ams to Raleigh

Failing to secure the passage
" a city ordinance imposing a

tax of 31,000 on second hand
ithing dealers before the
| of Aldermen Monday

whr, C. A. Cooke, who is at
member of the local Re-
\erchants’ Association and
the N. C. General
bly, took his ‘ordinance to
el this Wweek, made a bill
: and dropped it into the Leg-
Jotive Hopper a few minutes
: the Speaker of the House
‘el for the introduction
= Tuesday morning.
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An_other Bill
HE IS THE NEW PASTOR OF

EEV. N. H. D. WILSON
THE new pastor of First Methodist
Church South in this city says he does
not pet his face forward as a sirong
point, but he has a g4ood facs at that.
Anyway, he says il's the orly face he
has and his new charge wilP® kave to
et ussd fo it. OHir. Wiison is a grad-
uate of the University of Norih Care-
lina and a graduate of Vanderbilt Uni-
\-'ersiiy._ His experience a&s 2 mirister

i YT st li it ne = > %
v= and enlisted | pe pas an enviable recsrd as a mastor
o Yeare | - - . -

ail Merchants’ | wio hss givep_satisfaotion whcrever he
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't Aldermanie sanction, is in-
new bill drawn up yester-

new bill, greatly modified, wasg |
i ovoer to Alderman P. H. Wil-

<. who was. dispatched to the Gen-
4! As-embly last night in an endeavor
forostall the passage of the Cooke

The new bill. drawn np by the Alder-
vasteprday, would impose a tax of

<% on intinerant merchants and an
adiBiional tax of £50 on the sale of
ceond hiand  goods. It also provides

anvone engaging in the pawnbrok-
must pay a tax of %2350,
means that anyone conducting a
all these lines
a total license of

Lusiness

embraecing
vagld have to pay
Th. bill was submitted to the Mer-

As=oriantion yesterday afternoon
before Mr., Williams left
[talsigh. This bill will likely meet
publie approval. It is eertain that
‘s hasn’t. Starting out with the
‘ool allegation that the army stofes
mighit o he put out of business because

r anproval,

they soil unclean goods—a direct sland-
er of the goveropment itself—Mr Cooke
tn sterilize unclean goods by
imposing a tax of $1,000 on them. For
=1.0000 Mr. Cooke would permit any-
body to sell clothing carrying the germs
of venereal and other diseases. He
cepns not so much concermed about the
fact that itinerant merchants should be
milag to pay a tax commensurate with
the taxes paid by establish d merch-
aAnts=,

Another bill introduced by Mr. Cooke
inn Raleizh this week is known as House
Bill No. 90 “To change the Highway
Commission in, Pasquotank County.”
No one knows the nature of this bill
Mr. (‘onke left here with a bill ap-
proverd by the Highway Commission,
anthorvizing the Commission to hire out
gang or abolish it by order

(irt. in its dizeretion. The High-

(‘ommission wants to get rid of
i ehpin gang and use the money now
pent upon its maintenance in working
ils another way. Whether Mr.

hirojpn=sns

P ehiin

‘repenl of the
i

for violation of its provi- |

"uole has introduced this bill to abnl-
I the rhain gang or drawn up another
a matier of speculation. Likely
Wt he would abolish the Highway
vission itself if B. F. Aydlett told

tn do it.
j'v. ¥. J Griffin, representing this
it in the State Senate, in a long
titisn :elephone conversation yester-
sdvised this newspaper that he
"l uot interfere with any legislation
leodinead hy Mr. Cooke unless he was
priced of opposition to such legisla-
If opposition is revealed to Sen-
0t Girifin he will hold any of Cooke’s
bills in the Senate Committees until the
spposition ean come to Raleigh and be
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129 Bills First Day
With 129 items of legislation, ranging

/

'and jokes will be the very latest, re-
| eently lifted from Broadway and given

la Ntate
L

covers a period of about 20 years and

for ecat-
abolition

iz
fish in

importance from the scining
the Catawhba river 1o
praying re-
Satewiie stoek law. and

Carolina, three petitions
lease from the
a brief message from Governor Morri-

son indieating Lis intention nat to offer
any sugesstion other than that econ-

taine(d in his call for the session. covers
bk Hause and Senate
of the speeial ses-

the work done in

on the opening day

<ion ccnvened Tuesday morning at 11
(a.r.'fu("fi.
State-wide legislation ipcluded in the

in both ITouses inclure,
Spence measure on eapital
punishment, a tesolution providing for
bond i=sne to take up the defi-
it in the State school fund; repeal of
the of the Finance Act taxing
the net income of insurance companies;
of the Finance
Aect which taxes Liberty Bonds held by
banks as part of their surplus, the re-
vised Municipal Finance act, and the
Jurgwyn bill reducing the property tax
exemption from $300 te $50.

Though getting away to a flving start
in the matter of new legislation offered,
most of it in the niture of local bond
issne meansures, the hopes of early ad-
jpurniment received a perceptible jolt in
the number eof bills offered. The Senate
passed up 2 resolution setting Friday,
December 16 ‘as the day for the ex-
piration of the session and Friday of
this week as the final day in which roll
call bills may be introduced. Drevity
of s=ession is clearly emphasized in the
message sent to the House and the Sen-
ate by the Governor.

Free Rangers Busy

Opponents of the State Wide Stock
Law which goes into effeet Jan. 1, 1022,
are in Raleigh in full force this week.
praying the Legislature to pestpone the
operation of the law to a later date.
They claim they can't sell their ecattle
and that they haven't money with which
to buy fences. It all sounds very real
very pitiful, but the advocates of stock
law contend that the free rangers will
never have any stock fit to sell and
will never have enough money Wwith
which té build fences so long as they
are free rangers. The fight on the
Stock” Law may overshadow the very
purposes for which this special session
was called.

«JOLLIES OF 1922” TO BE A
GIRLY EXTRAVAGANZA

introduced

wesides the

sgehion

Spert ion

Thirty Girls in Cast of Sixty In Elks’
Big Minstrel Show

Elizabeth City Elks promise Elizabeth
City amusement lovers the greatest ar-
ray. of local talent ever presented in
any musical comedy extravaganza ever
presented on the local stage in their
big frolic and Minstrel Show, “The Jol-
lies of 1922."

-There are 60 people in - the cast,
thirty of them girls. Special scenery
and costumes will be used and the songs

to most home folk for the first time.

“The Jollies of 1922" will be pre-
sonted at the Alkrama Theatre two
nights: Mondny and Tuesday, Dee. 19

and 20. Aside from the fact that this
is an Elk's show, and therefore bhound
to be a good one, the proceeds will be
devoted to charity. The Elks spread
a lot of Christmas joy and cheer among
the less fortunate members of society
at Christmas time and the proceeds of
the show go to their charity fund at
just the right seasomn.

FOR EXCHANGE—1 three gallon cow
and ealf; want to trade for small horse

ill ery Stores

1ST METHODIST CHURCH

‘CHAMOIS SKIN

An Unique Industry
Sharks
By W. 0. SAUNDERS.

When milady powders her face
and rubs the powder in-with a
soft and luxurious skin which
she thinks is Chamois, it prob-
ably isn’t Chamois skin at all. In-
stead of being the skin of a fleet
and agile goat-like animal that
once leaped the chasms of the
Tyrolean Alps or gamboled upon
the precipitous cliffs of the Pyr-
enees, it may be just a part of
an important testine of a buall
shark taken on the North Caro-

lina Coast.

Much of the so-called chamois skin
of modern commerce is made from the
fibrous infestine or sac that earries the
seminal fluid of the male shark, and
thousands of sharks caught on the
North Carolina Coeast snpply the- trade
with tliese skins.

“Chamois skin" is but one of several
articles of commdrce obtained from the

shark. From the hide of this sen
monster a beautiful leather is obtained
which is used extensively in the man-

ufacturg of shoes, gloves, purses, hand
and leather goods of the finer
From the liver of the shark is
extracted one of valuable oil:
of commerce. The fas of the shark are
purchased by the Chihese and
Orientals. From the shull of the
- valuable

en o
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the treatment of mental
And from the fiesh and refuss
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extensively in

H
male.
most  jwportant shark
fishery in the world is loeated the
Caroling Coast, near Morelieard
Yity. The plant is owned by the Ocean
Co.. of Now York City. It
a force of ten or a dozen men
preparation and manufaciure of
fertilizer,.  The LhLides of the
<harks are shipped to a tannery io
Newark, N. J. The finz are sun dried
and sold to Chinese in New Yok
and other Eastern cities. The Chinese
consider these fins a great telicacy for
Las<t year the Chinese
in Ameriea eouldn’t consume all the fins
produced at Merehead City and severa!
shipstents of fins vere exported to Hon-
olulu arnd Hong Kong.
An average shark yields about 12
poands of dried fins for which the trade
pays 60 cents a pound.
The liver of the shark is richsNn oil
As much as 210 pounds of oil has been
taken from the liver of one shark. The
same shark vields two and a half te
:hreé square feet of *Chamois skin,”
=ay nothing of the hide which may be
as big as a cow's.

How Sharks Are Caught.

The Ocean Leather Co. at Morehead
City has three erews of fishermen en-
gaged in the work of catching sharks.
The sharks are caught in enormous gill
nets made of stout rope. The shark
fishermen =et their nets for sharks in
the ocean, just like the gill net fisher-
man set their nets for mullets in the
inland sounds.

The sharks usually go into the nets
at night and most of them drown in
the nets in a few hours, robbing the
fishermen of the exciting and extreme-
Iy hazardous sport of taking them alive
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from the nets next morning. Occasion-
ally a big and virile specimen will be
alive when the net is fished., It is

killed by spearing or by a blow on the
head delivered with a hammer.
Sharks range in length from five to
eighteen or twenty feet. The average
length of sharks ecaught by the More-
head City fishermen is about welve
feet. A derrick is reqguired to lift the
monsters from the nets to the deck of
the fishing steamer.
The catch of sharks, like *he eatch
of other fish, is at all times uncertain.
Some days there are no sharks at all;
other days the erews bring in. twenty-
five or thirty of the monsters; some
days more. The ecatech on Friday, Dee.
2, 1921, was 119 sharks ranging in
length from five to seventeen feet each.
‘To Get ’Em With Dynamite.
The shark fishermen are looking for
a better way of taking their game than
by netting. Nets are altogether cum-
bersome and expensive. Once, at great
expense, enormous baited hoks held to
buoys at sea were employed, but the
sharks either refused the bait or took
the buoy: out to sea when they took
the bait. An investment of thousands
of dollars in hooks and buoys had to
be scrapped.
And now the Ocean Leather Co. plans
to hunt the shark with dymamite. The
boats will patrol the sea looking for
schools of sharks and dynamite an en-
tire school at one operation. The dyna-
miting of sharks was to have been at-
tempted this fall and a cargo of dyna-
mite was shipped from the HEast to
Morehead City on the trim little schoon-
er Louise Howard. The Louise Howard
arrived off Beaufort bar in a storm last
August and went ashore. The schooner,
valued at £55,000 and its explosive ear-
go were a total loss. Luckily the cargo

of dynamite -did not explode and the
crew was saved.
There are five varieties of true

sharks caught on the Nerth Carolina
Coast. They are the Shovelnose, the
Sandbar, the Blacklip, the Leopard and
the Maneater. Then there is a small-

A

See or write W. L. PERRY,
p.D.Q-'It

or mule.

Point Harbor, N. C.

F_6R SALE—Choice large pecans, 55¢

in North |
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Belween Coliingtes angd Mashees Creck,
Fisheries Commission Board will hold a

ritory wanted by the Manns Harbor fis
Rianns Harbor claim that their present
siroyed by U. S. government drecges in
grourd or suffer a great financial less.

tday, Dec. 22, to hear arguments and ran
publishes hercwith a pholographie facsimile of a gpovernment chart with the ter-

CPFPOSITION having deveoioped fto a petition ef the fiskermea of Rianns Harber
in Dare County to fish pound meis in an area of 2.000 by 3,000 yaids at a poinl

horih gof 2 Island, ihe State
special meeling in Elizabelh City, Thars-
ider ils dacision. THE INGEPEMNDENT

Ronnnl
mennpre

hermen indicated thereon. Fishermen at
fishing grounds have been viriually de-
Croaian Scund,and they must have morc

species known as the Puppyr Shark

dogfish.
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or
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avopareus and  ovovivi-
scientifie way of
lay egss and

Facis
are

wliich is

paroens; thie
<aying that of them
others bear their young alive from eggs
hatched in the body of the female. The
shark is peculinfly endowed by =nature
with two orgsns.of reproduction of
cqual size and poteney—a fact of hu-
man as well as =scientife interest, which
should probably Dot "gi‘ammittcd in sny
write-up on sharhis=’ '

The President of the Leather
Co. is himself an interesting porsonal-

SORLE

Crean

ity [Te i= Dr. Alfred Ehrenreich, a
New York chemist and soientist.  Ile
began to study sharks on the West

| Conxt of Africa sbout twenly years ago

amnd in pursning what was then to him
only a setentifie pastime, he discovered
the commercial possibilities of this de-

spised sea  monster. leturning to
America, he began to establish his fish-
erice. In additien to the fishery at

Morehead City, the Ocean Leather Co.
has a smaller fishery at Sanibel Island,
Fla.. and another in the Bahama Isl-
ands,

THREE-FOURTHS OF THE
MONEY STAYS AT HOME
Red Cross Christmas Seals Provide

Funds For Local Relief
Work

Elizabeth City is asked to buy $300
worth of Red Cross Christmas seals
between now and Clhristmas as s coun-
tribution to the work of tubercular re-
lief in North Carolina. It is a modest
request the State Sanatorium makes of
City

tliiz city, inasmuch as Elizabeth
sends more free patients fo Sanator-

inm, than any other town of like =ize
in the state.

But onily a small part of this money
goes to the, Sanatorium. . Three-fourths
of all the money received from the sale
of these stamps is kept in Elizabeth
City for the relief of local cases and
as a fund to help defray the expenses
of poor people to the Sanatorium.
Mrs. W. O. Saunders is in charge of
the snle of Red Cross Xmas seals. She
desires the help of a number of active
women and girls in helping to get these
seals before the public. She believes
that every seal allotted this city ecould
be sold in an afternoon if all the bridge
and whist club members in the eity
would give up one afternoon’s games
and give just that much time to the

sale of seals.

CHEAP LENSES
ARE EXPENSIVE LENSES

There are no bargain days

nor substitutes for good eye
glasses.  Cheaper materials
can be substituted for al-

most anything except a cor-

rectly fitted lense. “Cheap”
lens-es’ oftentimes ¢ause trouble of
a more seripus nature than the de-
fects they are suppesed to correct.
Only people who have been trained
to recognize defects of vision and
to know how to make a proper
correction are capable of advising
on such an important subject as
lenses. Avoid trouble by consulting
reliable professional people and
taking their advice.

DR. J. D. HATHAWAY

Optometrist

per Ib. Morrisette & Raper. p.D.9-1t

Bradford Bldg. FElizabeth City, N. C.

U. S. ARMY GOODS DEALER
QUITS ELIZABETH CITY

|

'AII The Row About Secend Hand Army
| Goods Doesn’'t Bother Man Whosa
; Business Started It

|

i

AL Dandas, of the 1. S.

proprietor

Army & Navy Store, a branczhh of bis
Newport News business of that pame.
Eu'ill close his store here on Dee. 206,
;and anyvbody_ean- have tla business who
iwents. it, so far as he is concernoed.
{ His lecse on the' old stand. of tle Sav-

Trust Co. expires on Jan.
!I. but he is wvaeating earlier to enable
[the bank to put the Building in crler
{by Jan. 1. Mr. Bandas leased from the
| Ravings Denk who held a lease on the
{plece until Jan, 1. The bank’s lease
f(‘:ﬁ!--d for the return of the properiy to
its owner C. H, Robinson, on the zame
date. but to restors the properiy as
they found it the Savings DBank must
‘take out the partition which was eree:-
ed to give Fowler & Co. an entrance
from Poindexter St. to their Water St,
Istore, Fowler & Co. will no longer
have a DPoindexter St. entrahce.

ings Bank &

The pnblic is not given to know what
AMr. Reobinson purposes to do with the
store made vacant. It is known that
lke has nearly a dozen applicants for it.

M. Bandas will cot try to find an-
other stand in Elizabeth City. He is
going on to another town and was look-
ing over Hertford this week with a view
to loeating a store there.

|SHAD CAUGHT ON N. C.
r COAST IN NOVEMBER

‘ Earliest Run of Shad Seen Here in Re-
cent Years—One Caught In Al-
ligator River

The continued warm weather of the
past few weeks may have been respons-
ible for the appearance of white shad
on the North Carolina coast. Several
boxes of shad have been shipped from
Morehead City within the past few
weeks, the earliest shipments on record
at that great fish distributing center.
These shad were ecaught in an ocean
pound net. . At least one shad has been
canght in the inland waters of the state
recently. Charlie Midgett, of Manns
Harbor, caught a fine buck shad at ‘the
month of Alligator River on or about
Thanksgiving Day.

NEW BROKERAGE FIRM
OPENS IN ELIZABETH CITY

Tlizabeth City has a new brokerage
firm, The Fisher Brokerage Co., with
offices in the First & -Citizens National
Bank Building. The members of the
firm are J. D. Fisher and Mills E.Bell.
Ar. Bell resigns his position as Auditor
of Elizabeth City to give his entire
time to the office work of the company
while Mr. Fisher will give his time to
the trade. DBoth men are experienced
in the business in which they have em-
barked and both are hustlers. They
will sell the jobbing trade only and
have already secured a number of es-
tablished and popular lines.

GLASSER WANTS TO GIVE
CLOTHING TO THE POOR

Moses Glasser, who has recently op-
ened a clothing store here, tells this
newspaper that he ‘will donate clothing
to ten needy families of this city. He
asks that the Red Cross furnish him
with- the names of ten of the most
needy, in order that he may donate ac-
cording to a plan he says he has long
carried out each Christmas among the
poor in Norfolk. L

ory

e

ELIZABETH CITY TALENT
SHINES IN THIS OPERA

In ‘-‘Esther; the Beautiful Queen”

Has Brought Out

Frank Hufty

the City’s Best in Both

) Vocal and Instrumental Music

£ % £ * % £ x % 2 %

THE
SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON -
Deec. 1, 1921.
Dear Mr. Saunders:- .

! have received clipping of your
editorial “An " Opportunity of a
Life Time.” Let ra assure you
fhat this Department has been do-
ing everything possible to extend
the exports of our corn. We have
given especial attention to getting
some of this surplus to Russia. It
is too long story to deal with in
a letter, but I did not want you to
entertain the  impression that we
have not been doing everything in
our power along the lines indicated
in your editorial.

Very truly vours,

‘ : HENRY WALLACE.
To Mr. W. O. Saunders,

Editor The Independent,

Elizabeth City, N. C.
* $_ = L = = & it L
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A FEW ALDERMEN TRY
TO TURN SELFISH TRICK

Siate Highway Engineers Don’t Run
Road ‘Toe Suit Selden
Streetiers

In the presentation of the op-

era “Esther” i i
sther™ ! which closes its

second performance in the High
School Auditorium to-night, the
Elizabeth City Choral Society
has scored a great triumph.
Frank R. Hufty, director of the
Choral Society made no mistake
in the selection of this particu-
lar vehicle. The music is simple
and tuneful, the characters are
fitted to the parts and the opera
1s crammed full of appealing
choral numbers peculiarly adapt-
(_ad to a chorus recruited largely
trom the choirs of the wvarious
clrurches,
-T\m months have been consumed in
ur(-lcsss_ rehearsals by nearly a hundred
!‘n-'_'ni singers and_musicians in the per-
fection nf' the local producrion. And
then, to give the piece the irroper color
and atmosphere i gorgeous waldrabe of
costumes costing meore than $5.000 was
rented Trom the biggest theatrical
tumer in Ameriea.

oS-

If Elizabeth City does not pack tlhe

.

Elizabeth City tax payers may look
for the introduction of -n bill in the
present extra session of the Generzl
MAssembly anthorizing the B:)'nrd of Al-
dermen to extend the eity limits on Sel-

n St. to as far as Ehringhans S:
with permission to pave Selden St at
the city's expense,
the following innecent looking item ap-

pearing in the minutes of the Roard of |

Aldermen under date of Thursday, Nov.
20. Read: -

“If is meved and earrvied that this
loard write preper authorities askine
them that they use the Rum Road Sur-
vey for the State Highway onterine
this city from Hertford and that this
Board hereby agrees ~to hard surfiace
cither Ehringhans or Selden St. to the
city limits.”

The above resolutiorn by the Doard of
Aldermen was passed out of

the rercords do not show who voted for
it. This newspaper is advised that only
a few members were
meeting,
Jennette who would be benefitted by
the Hertford Road voming thru Ehring-

haus or Relden street; Roscoe Fore-
man, brother-in-law of Mr. Jennette,

and -C. W. Stevens, another property
owner who miight be Dbenefitted by the

State Highway entering the eity via
Selden St. In the background appears
Representative €. A. Cooke, another

Selden St. property owner.

The resolution passed by a few mem-
bers of the Board of Aldermen in se-
cret session is most unfortunate, in
view of the trouble the State Highway
Commission has encountered in dealing
with. road -problems in this county. The
State Highway Commission has one of
the best engineering corps in Ameriea
in its employ and the matter of select-
ing a route for the State Highway from
Hertford thru this ecity was left to theseg
engineers. The cngineers have surveyed
every route and determined upon a
route which leaves Rum Road at Carl
Commander's farm and enters the ecity
via Chureh 8t., making a more direct
entry into the city at a saving of mil-
eage, than would be the case if any of
the present routes were approved. In
the interest of economy and mileage the
engineers have seleeted th shortest
way into “the eity from the main high-
way, proposing to cut a new road for
this purpose. But selfish inferests can
not be stilled and the Siate Highway
Commission is made to believe that
Elizabeth City thru its Board of Alder-
men opposed to anything but a road
that wonld benefit a few Selden St.
property owners. And this newspaper
deesn’t believe the c¢ity as a whole cares
a rap about it.

FOR SALE—Choice large pecans, 55¢
per lb. Morrisette & Raper. p.D.O-1t

ner in the role of Mordecai seems to
have found a part fitted to him e-ery
way and he makes the most of it. The
duet work of Mrs. Foreman ani 3Mrs.
Ehringhaus, and Mrs. Twiddy snd Mr.
Brownley, is particularly good and the
work of Miss Harney and Miss Hufty
deserves special mention. \

The orchestra of ten pieces, which
furnishes the musie for this opera like
so many professionals, is ecagposed
solely of local talent recruited from itle
younger musieal group of the eity and
especially organized and rehearsed for
this particular opera. With an orches-
tra giving him such able suppor: and
with Mrs. 1. M. Meekins as his pe:n-
panist, Frank R. Hufty has siccecded
well witler Esther and if this newspaper
doesn’t miss its guess his work will be
given an ovation to-night.

It is regrettable that such a =splendid
production should have been staged in
an auditorium so unsuited for it. The
Alkrama Theatre is inadeguate enouzh,
but it should have been staged at the
Alkrama by all means, The Choral So-
ciety has saved nothing and a splendid
effort has been cheapened by the shor:i-
sightedness of a committee that could-
u't toresee’ what everybody else now

Sees, W. 0. 8.

And all beeause of |

| the

| and,

: ; regular | being concealed from Ahasuerus

sessien  without -public knowledge nnd | Dbetomes gueen of Persia N
Persia,

present at the |portant personage in the
Among these were W. H. |

High School Auwditorinm to-night and
show its apprecigtion of the efforts put

forth by the Choral ociety, then Eliza-
| beth City musieal talent; will be utterly
discouraged and Elizabe'h City {:t_-f."w'n:t
.dnsc-rre good musir or anythin
| ful, NT ‘
| The opera “Esther”

z bunuti-

| 0 is taken from
. the biblical Look of" that name, The
scenes are Inid in Persin in the vear

;a].fi B. C., according to the Libljeal nar-
lratu'e. Ahasuerus or Xer.'c:e:-; is
lof T"ersia. After n fﬂnﬁtrﬂf 157
;.‘g:m'xes; Las a quarrel swith
[ Vashti because that lady
ray

King

his wife
; would not ar-
herself in her finest imperial tog-

{gery and display her charms o the rev-

He
to

| ellers.
example

prts
all

Vashti
the

aside,
other

as an

rebellious

| Wives of his kingdom, and seeks anoth-
er wife.

Esther, the cousin and  foster
daughter of Mordeeai a Jew, is easily
pretiiest woman in the kingr!ﬁm
the fact of her Jewish ancestry
=he
‘With lis foster daughter married to
the king, Mordecai feels himself an im-
il kingdom and
hangs out arvound the palnce gate. He
mierests himself in the affairs of state
and pretends to have discovered an at-
tempt upon the king's life and tells
Esther, who in turn tells the king, and
two conspirators are hanged.

After that Mordecai considered him-
self a superidor person in the kingdom
of'.,;\hasuerus and, conscious of his re-
lationship to the queen, -he looks with
co?tpmpt. upon one Haman, fhe king's
prime minister.

The opera opens with a gathering in
the palace in which the throng com-
posed of Persians, Jews, gueen's maids,

court officers, gnards, couriers, and a
chorus of 50 makes its obeisance to
Haman. Everybody honors Haman ex-

cept Mordeecai who sits sneering at the
palace gate.

Angered by the offensiveness of Mor-
decai, Haman complains to the king,
who gives Haman permission to set
aside a day upon which all the Jews
din Persia might be slain.

Haman plans for the bhig killing of
all the Jews and builds a gallows 75
feet high upon which to hang Morde-
ceai. Then, tho God isu't mentioned in
the book of Esther, Mordecai with Je-
hovalh favoring him gets busy and puts
it squarely up to his daughter Esther
to persuade the king to reverse his or-
ders and save the Jews, or she herself
will not eseape the slanghter.

Esther succeeds in persnading the
king to ecancel his order, sihceeeds in
having Haman hanged on the very gal-
lows which he had built for Mordecai,
has Mordecai installed as Premier of
the realin to succeed Haman, -and even
persuaded the Persian monarch to give
the Jews permission tg kill =0 many
Persians on the very day set aside by
Haman for a Jewish massacre. The
Jews Joyfully killed 75,000 and 800 Per-
sians on the great day and were filled
with joy and gladness.~ This - is the
story, a typical old testament narra-
tive.

Mrs. J. W. Foreman plays the role
of Esther, the beautiful queen; J. C.
B. Ehringhaus is king; H. A, Brownley
is Haman, Larry Ennis Skinner is Mor-
decai; Mrs. W. T. Twiddy is Zeresh,
fhe wife of Haman; Shelton Scott is
the high priest; Miss Margaret Sheep
is the prophetess; Misses Hattic Har-
ney and Virginia Hufty are sisters of
Mordecai. Many others of the city's
best singers appear in the chorus and
minoer parts, ineluding Harold Foreman,
tenor; Mrs. Joe Greenleaf, soprano,
and Mrs. I. E. Skinner, contralto.

Mrs. Foreman who takes the title
role in the opera is easily the finest
soprano in North Carolina, and there
are a few good sopranos in North Car-
olina. She is fitted for far more difB-

in this performance, and there are not
enough solo and duet numbers to bring
out her best gualities. Mr. Ehringhaus
as Ahasuerus is every inch a king and
well spited to the part of a youthful
monarch, amorous enough and gracious
enough to grant any prayer of n bean-
tiful young queen. Mr. Brownley
the villian of the piece plays the role

well, as he always does, and Mr. Skin-

days

cult roles than the vehicle offered her.

as -




