CONGRESS. .

In SENATE.

Friday, January 3.

A motion wis ‘made and feconded, that

the Sceretary of the Trealury lay before |

the Sendte the followiag returns, to v

A ftatement of the goods, waves and
merchandife, exported from the feveral
Siatés from the 1ft of July, 1792, to the
1t 'of July 1793, fpecifying the quanti-
tics and value of each kind, and the fever-
@ countrics to which the fame have ref-
peclively been exported.

A ftatement of the goods, wares and
merchandife, imported into the feveral
States for the fame period, fpecifying the
quantities, and the prime coft, and dutied
value of each kind, and the feveral coun-
trics from which the fame have refpective-
ly beea imported.

A ftatement of the tonnage of foreign
vefiels entered into the feveral States dur-
ing the fame period, fpecifying’ the feveral
countries to which the faid veflels refpect-
ively belong.

A Ratement of the tonnage of the Uni
ted States’ veffels, entered into the feveral
States during the fame period, diftinguith-
ing thofe employed iu the filheries, in the
coafting and in the foreign trade, and fpe-
cifying the feveral countries from which
the {aid veffels employed in faid trade
came, '

Lzaperep, That ‘this motion lie for
confideration.

"The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock on

~Monday morning.

Monday," January 6.
The Senate met agreeable to adjourn-
menty and on motion,
Adjourned to 11 ¢’clock  to-morrow
morning.
Tuefday, January 7.
The following written meflages were
received from the Prefident of the United
by Mr. Dandridge his, Secretary.

United Statesy Fanuary 7, 1793

Gentlemen of the Senate, and
of the Houfe of Reprofentatives,

Experience has fhewn that it would be
ufeful to have an officer particularly charg-
ed, under the dire&ion ef the Depart-
ment of War,with the duties of receiving,
fafe-keeping, and diftributing the public
fopplies, inall eafes in which the laws and
the courfe of fervice do not devolve them
upon other officers ; and alfo with that of
fuperintending in all cafes the iffues in de-
tail of fupplies, with power, for that pur-
pofe, to bring to account all perfons en-
trulted to make fuch iffues, in relation
thereto.

Anq cftabliftment of this nature, by fe-
cuting a reprular and pupétual accountabi-
lity for the iffues of public fupplies, would
be a great guard againft abufe, would
tend to enfure their due application, and
to give public fatisfaction on that point.

1 therefore recommend to the confider-
ation of Congrefs, the expediency of .an
elablifhment of this nature, under fuch
regulatious as fhall appear to. them advife-
able.

G. WASHINGTON.

United States, Fanuary 75 1794

Gentlemen of the Senatey and
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives,

I lay before you an official ftatement of
the expenditure to the end of the yeaf
1793, from the fum of ten thoufand dol-
Yars, granted to defray the contingent ex-
pences of government, by an act pafled
on the 26th of March, 1790.

G. WASHINGTON:

The meffages and paper referred to in

the laft recited meflage, were feverally -

read.

Osrpsrep, That they lie for confidera-
ton.

After the confideration of the exccutive
bufinefs,

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-
morrow morning. :

Wednefday, January 8.

On’ motion,

Ospeaep, That the meffage of the
Prefident of the United States of the 7th
inftant, refpecting the ufefulnefs of an of-
Fcer partienlarly charged with the duties
of receivingy fafe-keeping and diftrybuting
t4w public tapplies in certain cafes, be re-

1 Jo My, Ellfworth, Mr. Taylor and
*dley, to confider and report there-
Senate. .

L BRSIRRT

. Congrefs of the United Stales,

Heufe of Rz’pr(ﬁruwiwh.

Monday, Jan. 13.

A report was received from the Secre-
tary-of the Treafury, containing a ftate-
ment of the attual ton.age employed be-
tweep the Uunited States and foreign coun-
tries, for one year ending Sept. 30, 1793.

Mr. Sheibourne called up the petition
of Thomas Manning, prefented lait week
—he obferved that the facts fet forth ia
the petition were eftablifhed by documents
which accompanied it. = That the petiti-
on originated in a coutraét made by the
petitioner with an agent of the French go-
vernment in Martinique ; that altho’ that
government had recognized the powers of
their agent, and the performance of the
fervices which were the groundof the con-
tra&t, they had refufed to fuifill it, but by
a payment of affignats, -inftead of {pecie,
which had been particularly fpecified.—
He obferved, had the contra& been made
with an individual, aprocefsin a judicial
court would have procured an indemnity,
but it was with a nation, over which ju-
dicial courts” had no controul ; the petiti-
oner therefore could derive no redrefs
but from the juftice of his country, which
was bound to protect the rights of its ci-
tizens in all cales, and when it could not
prevent an imjury, it ought to repair the
damage. That this in the prefent cafe,
might be done with a moral affurance of a
rcimburfement, as it would be a juft arti-
cle of charge in the account of the Uni-
ted States againft France, to which juf-
tice muft chearfully give its fantion, and
which in happier times, that government
will undoubtedly allow. ~ Thatasthe juf-
‘tice of the demand was confeffed, indem-
nifying the petitioner would be advancing
a payment for France, for which her cre-
dit and honor were pledged, but which the
prefent fituation of that country would
not at prefent allow herto make. 3 but, Mr
Sherbourne obferved, that as the cafe was
of the firft impreffion, and he withed there
mizht be a thorough inveftigation of prin-
ciples as well as fats. He moved that
the petition with the documents accom-
panying it, might be referred to the Se-
cretary of State—This motion obtained.

The repert on the petition of Henry
Hill, in behalf: of himfelf and others, was
read and taken into confideration, and af-
ter.fom¢ debate waslaid on the table.”

The houfe then, agreeably to the or-
der of the day, went into eommittee of
the whole, Mr. Trumbullin the chair, on
the report of the Secretary of State, re-
lative to. the fituation of our commercial
1elations with foreign countries.

The refplutions propofed by Mr. Madi-
fon fome days fince, founded on this re-
port, .were read by, the clerk. | :

Mr. Smith S. C. rofe.  He hopedthat
it would be in order ta take into view the
general {cope and cenor of the whole body
of refolutions before the committee.

Amongft the varions duties of the legi-
flature under the conftitution, none ap-
peared to him more important than thofe
which had for objet the regulgtion of
commerce, asthey muilt involve thd confi-
deration of a great variety of interefls.

Thefe interelts open a copious field for
difcuffion, as they affeét the agriculture,
navigation and manunfaétures of this coun-
try-—this being confidered, the committee
he hoped would, yiewing the importanee
of the fubje& in the fame light he faw it,
excufe him if he took much of their time
in adverting toa variety of fa&ts connec-
ted with it.

As the committee were on the report of
the Secretary of State on a commercial
fubje& he fhould not go into political con-
fiderations which might by, fome be confi-
dered as in a degree conneéted ; he hoped
other members would fee the propriety-of
purfuing the fame plan. It would argue
a diftruft of the ftrength of the ground on
which the refolutions propofed, ftand, if
the advocates for thofe refolutions - permit-
ted themfelves torecur to politics to fup-
port them. ~He imagined it would be
right to difmifs the confideration of all
queftions relative to Indians, Algerines
and Weftern pofts at the prefent: time.—
There will be a time, and perhaps not far
diftant, when thefe queftions will come
under confideration, when this happened,
he faid, he fhould be prepared to give his
opinion, with firmnefs and according to
what he coriceived the true interefts of the
¢ountry ; but thefe fubjefts he conceived,
not proptrly connedted with the prefent,
which gives of itfelf fufficient - fcope for
argument, he fhould not therefore mix

The prefent isa delicatecrifis; this coun-

try, fincé the)fevolution has probably néver

been in fo eritical a fituation : the fubje&t
ought then'to be weighed with calm reflee-
tion and deliberation, paffions fhould not
ibe fubftituted for reafon, and the decifion
ought not to be founded on narrow or pre-
jud:ced views.

The report of the Secretaey of State
is before the committee, it gives a compa-
rative view of our cgmmercial regulations
with other countries and invites us to reta-
liation. Themott ftriking contraft there en-
deavoured to be eftablifhed is between the
fyftems of Franceand Great Britain; he
fhould proceed he faid, to lay before the
conmittee an accurate ftatement of cer-
tain fa&ts with whichthat reportbeing com-
pared it would be feen whether there is
folid ground for the inferences endeavour-
ed to be eftablifhedin it.

To view the fubject clearly it will be ne-
ceffary to advert to the fituation of affairs
before the revolution of France, the com-
mercial regulations of that country fince
that period having been prodiiced by mo-
mentary interefls, fome of which are not
to be miftaken, are not therefore fuch faéts
as the legiflature fhould proceed upon.

He produced a table, made he faid, by
a gentleman of commercial knowledge,
comprehending a comparative view of our
commerce with Great Britain and France
before the Frerch revolution. With a view
to concifenefs the fcope of this table has
been confined to thofe articles which are of
confequence in our trade.  'We are accuf-

tomed to hear continually the generofity |

and liberality of ‘the French towards us
greatly extolled, and the conduét of Great
Dritain ‘as feverely reprobated; it might
therefore be expefted that' this table
would contain inftances of advantages al-
lowed on the one hand and reftrictions
laid on the other ; but the reverfe of this
expe&ation, he faid, will be realized. “It
will be found that in France and the
French Weft-Indies, we are not more fa-
voured in refpect to our exporis than m
the Britith dominions except in the not
very important article of fifh oil ; this Mr.
Smith, requefted the committee particu-
larly to notice; and that Great Britain and
her iflands hold out to us feveral advanta-
ges, in refpect to our exports, not enjoyed
by other nations, that are of very great im-
portanee. Mr. Smith (S. C.) was pro-
ceeding to-read the table when Mr. Ma-
‘difon rofe to afk what period ‘it relates
to; Mr. Smith informed him that it was
tbuilt upon. the ftate of things before the
i French revolution.

Mr: Smith thenread his table, through
which it will be fufficient to follow . him,
when he commented on it.  Having men-
tioned the authentic documents, -on which
it is founded, fuch as proclamations of the
King ‘of Great Britain and ftatutes of
their Parliament on the one hand, and ar-
rets of the French Government on the
other, he proceeded to make fome obfer-
vations on the principal exports from  this
country.

FLOUR ‘the article of firft importance
among .our ‘exports, is more favored by
Great Britain'than France. - France laid
a duty of one-eighth per cent. on it, and
no more on that imported from other na-
tions. - Great Britain lays a duty of 24/3
per quarter, until Britifh flour rifes to 50/,
when ‘ours pays‘a duty not -above 64.—
The fame fyftem as to grain prevails ge-
nerally in Great-Britain. Both' thefe
countries are good flour markets only in
times of fcarcity, when, the  Britifh mar-
Kets are highand the duties lowand the
French -not able to fupply ‘enough for
their own confumption, for when they are,
our flour will not pay freight and charges,
this will appear by attending to the price
of that commodity. The average price
in. France, in abundant years, is 5 dollars
and 2-3 per bar. of Penn. It ought to
be fix and 2 third in France to bear expor-
tation from Pennfylvania.. :

France will generally prodnce enough
for herown con%umption, while Great Bri-
tain, it appears by a report of a commit-
tee of the privy council is likely to be
incompetent to her own fupply, which
may render her market hereafier better
for that article. * :

France lays no duties of any confe-
quence on our flour, becaufe they have no
fear of our importations rivalling the fale
of their own.

In the Weft Indics, matters wear a dif-
ferenta fpeét. . France probibited the im-
portation of onr flour there by a permanent
Jaw. To befure the colonial governments
had the power to enalt temporary fufpen-
fions of this law, but thefc were oaly ex-

- Tavern, on

ceptions to.the general rule and are not to

bo.calculated upon. -~ He believed the Se-
cretary of State miftaken in his affertion,
that latterly the prohibition had been ta-
ken off, unlefs he applies his obfervation
to a period fubfequent to that to which
his report, extends. There was, he was
told, an arretin 1789 dire&tinga fufpenfion
for fome parts of the iflands but it was
foon after repealed, in France, as he has
been informed.

In the Britifh iflands this article ftands
upon quite a different footing. Our flour
may be imported free of all duties, and
other foreign flour canpot be imported
there, even in Britifh bottoms,

He proceeded to give a view of the
operations of thefe different fyftems m
1786, and 1788. J

In ’86 we exported to France, 21 bar-
rels only ; to her colonies 18a8. In the:
fame year, to Great Britain none ; but to
her colonies 45,118 barrels.

In ’88, to France, 2375 ; her colonies,
235. In the fame year to Great Brirain,
828, to her iflands, 59,938.

Here then is a prodigious diffefence in
favor of the fyftem of Great Britain, in
the article of flour. It is true that in
1791, °92 and’g3, there were very large
exportations of 'this article to France and-
her iflands ; but as this was the effect of
the convulfed fituation of that country,
it is no criterion to build vron.. ; The Se-
cretary of Sfate is of this opinion ; he
does not think it right to found calcula-
tions upon any other than the former fet-
tled ftate of things.

(Specch to be continued. )
P Lo e et e tete el @@ i L g
PHILADELPHIA,

JANUARY 14
Extradl of a letter from Fobn Bulkeley and
Son, of Lifbon, 1o a mercantile boufe in
this éity, dated Lifbon, 2815 0&.1793.
« We have the pleafure to fay, we do
not find the Algerines have captured a
fingle American, numbers having arrived
here, at Oporto, Cadiz, Bilboa, &c. and
it is with infinite pleafure we acquaint you,
that the truce in queftion was more the
refult 'of an unexpe&ted event, than any
ftudied plan of this cabinet, who, fo far
from approving of the confequences, have
taken meafures to protet your trade, and:
have aGually difpatched a frigate to their
fquadron in the bay of Gibraltar, with or-
ders to examine at fea every prize, and all
that fhall be found bound o the ports of this
kingdom are to be fet free, and the Alge-
tines not to molckt any of them in future
at fea ; and this government has appointed
a convoy to protet the fifteen American
fhips ‘now here, to a certain latitude,
whencc they will proceed home free from
the Algerines. 8o’ that the apprehen:
fions we were under, in the firft inftance,
are now nearly removed, as there is little
or no rifk to any of your veffels coming to
this port, on 'which we heartily congratu-
late you.”

| Extra@ of a letier from Hugh Goadan and

Co. of Lifbon, dated 318 08. 1793

« Since writing this day, we have it by
a public ediét on ’change, that the court
of Portugal have finally determined to pro-
tec all American fhips deftined (with pro-
per cuftom-houfe clearances) from your'
ports to any ports in this kingdom, and
have ordered ‘a fmall fleet on the coaft to
protect the fame ; and we alfo learn by
the arrival of the Andromache frigate from
Cadiz, that the Prefident, of Baltimore,.
from Philadelphia to Cadiz, is {aid to be
taken by an Algerine gun-boat of fix-guns
the 26th init. :
Extrafl of a letter from Lifbon, O8ober 31/1.

¢ This goes by the American veflels
that fail with convoy granted by this court,
who have finally determined to proteét all.
American veffels deftined with clearances
from your cuftom-houfe to any port in
Portugal, and have ordered a fleet on the
coaft to prote& the fame.” " g
Bank of North-dAmerica, 13th Fan. 1794-

At 2n annual eleétion held this day fer
twelve Direors, the following gentlemen
were chofen: . :

Jokn, Nixon, Jofiah Hewes, Mordecai
Lewis, Thomas Fitzfimons, Beoj. Fuller,
Wm. Smith, George  Latimer, Jofeph

| Swift, Rebert. Waln, Miers Fifher, John

Morton; Richard Rundle. S
To the Credit rs of the 1 rench I(Tu”u.

. &> SUCH perfons as are Creditors of”
ithe Republic of France, for; fupplies fold

‘to their.commiffioners in the Welt-India
iflands, are reTghncﬂed to meet at the City-
urfday evening the’ 16th

| inft. to confider of the beft meang of mak-
ing application for payment of their re-
fpeCtive debts.
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