wature to obtain {one pitiful private ends.
So, if the people will countenance the
cheaty’ the ftate policies ‘may be rendered
intricate, unintelligible and expenfive.—
And the conféquence of this fophiltica-
tion will be the deftruction of that rve-

fponfibility which ought to be forever at-

tached to deputations of all kinds where
the nature of the thing to be done will
admit of it.  Now I prefume there is no
tranfaCtion within the jurifdiction of a
ftate but fuch as the immediate agent may
fafely, and can caiily explaiu ; and if fo,
it.is clear that we have the advantage a-
bove any nation under heaven of a peipe-
tual recurrence to firft principles for the
prefarvation of moral retitude in the bo-
dy of the peaple.  This is another inefti-
mable fruit of the federal government—
Tor it forms a tvltem of political education
fuperior to any that ever was conceived
before.  Evil befal the paricide that
would pervert it I—But how would fua-
bility benefit the fyftem >~I anfwer, by
the diffolution of myftery, by a conftrain-
ed economy, and by a coireét . refponfi-
bility. I might fay more—It.would of
itfelf afford a Slorious exemplar of recipro-
eity and_juftice that would not only ftamp
the charatter of all Americans, but I al-
moft weep for joy to think that it would
convert the whole corrupted world.
Shame upon the mif-begotten policy
hat begins with fraud! Shall we never
efeape from the bondage of abufes inte
the liberty of moral retitude ? At leaft
let us turn calculators, and fee in which
way moft money may be made.—For I
haye a ftrong fufpicion that it is better to
be a wealthy Dutch merchant than a poor
Spanifh grandée or German prince. ' Now
if we will be. fovercign, after yiclding al-
moft all our refourccs, exclufively to- the
United States,: why the phin effeét of it is
that no maz of a fane mind would ever
lend us a farthing.- This maybe refented
by fome - of your dignity-dealers ; but I
care for po dignity that fhufles. . [ fay
that if we WiLL Bs  SOVEREIGN, we
MUST BE #OOR. But if we have the
guod fenfe to pledge our eftates; -as reafon
and juflicé reqaire, we may, on occafion,
raife a fum that would favea nation ! And
it is not impofiible that that nation thould
become our own i—Her dignity—this
1sa glory that I know Maflachufetts would
claim. It is of {uch pawess that her very
good friends would deprive her.—And
for what ?—For a feeptre of ftraw !
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In committee of the <vholzy on the report of
the Secretary of . State, . relative ty the com-
merctal intercourfe of this country, with fo-
reign  nations. 3
Sketch of Mr. Madifon’s obfervations in

reply to Mr. Smith,
( Continued, )

MR. MADISON next took a view

of the fubje&, as it interefls our manu-
factures.  On this feore the regulations
cxifting between Grear Britain and this
country, arc as unegual as on the feore of
ravigaiion. 'We admit of her manufac-
tures to twice the amount of produce the
takes inréturn, and to quadruple the a-
mouit of what fhe” confumes.  Befides
what we receive from ler, is after every
kind of profitable labour has been heaped
upon it, and we return raw materials only
the food of her induftry, What we fend
are articles of firft neceflity for the fup-
port of life, or to give bread to her mas
nufadturers.  We receive articles by no
means of firft neceffity, and fhe béfides,
brings us whatever fhe pleafes of the pro-
duétions of other countries, and refufes
to admit our principal flaple commodities,
in cur own bottoms.

Upon this view of the bufinefs, our in-
tercourfe certainly does not ftand on the
footing we are entitled to, In looking
into documents before the committee, it
will be found, that out of the. whaole a-
mount of manufa@tured articles, import-
ed into this country, which iq in round
numbers, 15,290,000 dollars, Great Bri-
tain furnifhes 13,060,000. From France
which country actually confumes more of
our produce, we regeived only to the a-
mount of ‘155,080 dollars, in the fame
period, that is in the year ’89-go. Our

makes the balance of our trade, as expref-
fed in thefollowing table. 3

Wich 8paiti, 2,670,797 dolls. inour
: favour

Portugal, 267,699 do.
Netherlands, 791,111 do.
France, 2,630,387 do.

Great Britain, 5,922,012 againft us.
And if we compare her imports, with
the portion of our produce which. fhe con-
fumes, the balance will then be between
9 and 10,000,000 againft vs, It might
by fome be faid, that though the balance
is thus againlt us, in our interconrfe with
that cou-mry, yet we may derive asmunch
advantage from the intercourle, as if the
fact was otherwife. This might happen
in fome cafts, but he could not admit the
poffibility of its exifting in the intercourfe
between this country and Great Britain.
Other nations, - however, view a bal-
ance of trade againft them as a real evil ;
Great Britain, in particular, is careful to
prevent it; what then muft be the feelings
of anation with whom we have friendly
relations, whenthey fee not only the bal-
ance of trade, between them and us, fo
much againft them, but that what we get
from them in this way, flows in the fanie
manner, into the coffers of one of her
moft jealous rivals, and inveterate ene-
mics.
As to the propriety of a diferimination
between nations having treaties with us,
and. thofe having'none, the propriety of
the principle was admitted in fome ftates,
before the eftablithment of the prefent
general government. It was fanétioned
by the houle, during their fittings in New-
York, though it failed in the Senate, as
he had before obferved. But it is the
practice of nations to make fuch a diferi-
mination. It is neceflary to give a value
to treaties,
The gentleman up yefterday, feemed
to admit that it is not advantageous fora
nationtodepend on only oneother nation in
trade, and yet, did not approve of making
any cfforts to relieve ourfelves, from that
fituation. There certainly are very ferious
difadvantages in depending . on one nation
only, for fupplies; we are thereby at the
mercy of the caprice of fovereigns, and of
other cafualties. If the nation with which
we have an exclufive intercourfe, thould-be
involved in pecuniary embarraflments, or a
guxcral bankruptey, the effe@® will be felt
yus; and that this may happen, is with-
in the fphere of poflibility, indeed the ex-
pericnce we have but lately had upon this
{core, ought to make us wife. = If the na.
tion is involved in a war, or experienses
any great derangement, the effeét, owing
to our dependence on them alone, for fup-
plies, will reverberate upon us undoubted-
ly, and we fhall feel part of her embarrafl-
ments., At this moment indeed, we fuf-
fer for want of the affiftance of foreign
bottoms, for the tranfportation of our pro-
duce. But there are befides, other more
ferious evils, arifing-from this ftate of com-
mercial dependence, the influence which
it produces on our public councils, and the
moft alarming feature of this evil is, that
the more inconvenient it becomes by its
conftant growth, the more obftacles it is
able to throw into the way of a neceffary
remedy.
If the queftion is afked, what will be
the probable confequence of making an
attempt, for the vindication of our com-
mercial intereft 2 Whether it will produce
retaliation? He faw no probability that
the intereft of Great-Britain willfu fer her
to retaliate, and he believed, that the inter-
courfe between the two countries, would
be interrupted no more than convenient to
our intereft ; we have nothing to appre-
hend on this feore.  If it is afked, what
would be the iffue of a commercial confli&,
he could anfwer, and he believed he could
fhew, that if the bufinefs fhould call for
{elf-denial, we fhould go through it with 1
more advantage, and might count in the
iffue, upon a complete triumph. The ef-
fe& of fuch a fyftem, would ‘be felt in
Great Britain, in the fhipping bufinefs,
the merchant would feel it, but above all,
the manufaturer. There is a paper in
Anderfon’s hiftory of commerce, which
rates the amount of the value of Britifh
manufactures annually, at £ 51,310,000
fierl.  They are fuppofed to employ,
§»250,0c0 fouls; this gives £ 10, to a
foul. Suppofing Great-Britain to export
to this country; two & 1-2 millions of fter-
ling pounds, of her manufadtures, then we
muft employ 250,000 of her hands. 'To
this we may add, 50,000 probably em-
ployed upon the raw materials, which we
fend them, and then we may compute that

mitercourfc with the nations of Europe,

ed to fupply us. “If thefe were fuddenly
thrown out of employ, it is impoflible tq
fay, what a complication of diftreffes they
would labor under. In this fituation, the
Unitéd States would be confidered as a
natural afylum from wretchednefs ; and
whether they remained in difcontent in
their own country, or fought their fortune
in -another, the foil would be confidered
and felt by the Britith government, as
equally great, and they wauld furely be-
ware of taking any ftep that might "pro-
voke it.

A country fituated as this is, in fuch a
confli& would have vaft advantages over
a populous and manufauring country.
Our country produces the neceffaries of
life within itfelf, and other countries, who
do-not produce them in fufficient abun-
dance are dependent on us to fupply their
wants. Again the manufaéturer of that
country depends on us for a fale of his
merchandize whichis to procure him bread.

Britain on the United States. They are
dependent for what they confume of our
produce and dependent for what we chufe
to confume of her manufactures. The arti-
cles we fupply are the neceffaries of life to
the manufa@urer, and what he fends in
return we can difpenfe with, without fa-
crificing a comfort or even a reafonable
fancy.

He recollected, he faid, a petition pre-
fented, not many years ago to the Prince
of Wales by 15,000 buckle manufatu-
ers, that ftated, that their fubfiftence de-
pended on his wearing buckles inftead of
ftrings, as he was acknowledged the king
of fafhions. It was not the Prince that
petitioned them to go on making buckles.
The fame would be the cafe between this
country and Great-Britain, they would
foon petition us for employment.
Suppofe that Great-Britain obtained
here all her neceffaries and that this was
her only market for her fupplies, then the
dependence would be complete and we
might impofe what terms we chofe. This
s to be fure not the cafe ; but in propor-
tion as we ftand in thofe relations, is her
dependence upon us. The Weft-Indiés
are almoft completely dependent, we are
‘the beft market for their produtions and
almoft the only market where they can
obtain the neceflaries of life. We give
them provifions, lumber, flour &c. and on
our part fugar is perhaps the only article
that may be confidered as wanted from
them, and he was well informed, that not
more than 1-6 of this article confumed in.
the United States comes from the Englifh
dominions. Theirdependence s ftill ftrong-
éronus in cafe of war or famine, it is
fometimes fuch as to appeal to our huma-
nity as well as policy for a fupply, and
yet the gentleman from South-Carolina
confiders it as a favor conferred upon us
that our produce fhould be admitted there
to the exclufion of that of other countries,
a nominal exclufion only.

For his part he viewed the fubje& very
differently ; though we thus exchange ne-
ceflaries of life for luxuries, the gentleman
thinks it is nothing that the whole carry-
ing trade fhould be taken from us. Fijs
fentiments put into the mouth of a Weft-
[ndian would be this; ¢ I will agree not
to ftarve myfelf, but to take your produce,
fend you in return our rum you can do
without, but then 1 muft have all the ad-
vantage of the carrying trade.”

He made fome obfervations on the man-
ner in which the revenue may be affected
by the refolutions.  From the revenue fyf-
tem of Great Britain, a tax of 40s. per
pell is borue by the fubjets of that coun-
try, while not more than 6s is laid here.
Here the price of labor is double, and
there the weight of our taxes is not more
than 1-13 as great as in England.  'This
is not exaétly true, however ; though they
nominally bear this burden yet it is fome-
what lefs as they draw from their Eaft-In-
dia' and Weft-India pofleflions, and in the
courfe of trade from all nations who have
not eommiercial regulations with them,
However, all deductiors made the refour-
ces of Great Britain are certainly more
# ained than ours. .

Fhey have great arrearages of unfund-
ed debt and are engaged in a war which is

carricd on by accumulating taxes for pofte-

rity. Their population is ftationary. From

all thele confiderations, this country is

furely beft calculatcd{o bear the fhock of
a ftagnation in commerce. He went thro’

a calculation to fhew, that the advantage

derived from a {yftem of regulations fuch

as thefe propofed, would be fuchas to.
do more than counter-balance any dimi-

300,000 of her manufa&turers are employ.

| nution of the prefentrevenue,

Here is a donble dependence of Great--

It may be thought by fume, that fome
of the nations 6F Europe. with whom we
have o treaty and yet hawe a valuable
commerce fhould be excepted out of the
effe@t of thefe regulations, he meant Spain

and Portugal. He admitted this might
have fome weight, but an iaconvenience
of this kind fhould not {urely prevent our
taking meafures effential to our national
dignity and profperity.

A confideration of the fubjeft would
much diminifh the force of the obje&ion.
The manufa@ures we import from Spain
and Portugal are very trifling, and as to
tonnage, the firft enjoys only one fixteenth
and the other one feventeenth of the ton-
nage employed in our commercial inter-
courfe with them. Befides neither ap-
pears particularly anxious to extend her
navigation. Their policy is'to admit other
nations to enjoy the carrying trade in the’
commerce with them, and to fecure to
themfelves this trade in all intercourfe with
their dependencies. However, if it fill
fhould be thought that they fhould be ex-
cluded from the operation of the propofed
regulations, he had no objetion o con-
fine it exprefsly to thofe nations who have
navigation laws, or they may be excluded
by confining it to the countries north of
Cape Finifter, a very common diftinctien.”

The gentleman from South-Carolina
appeared well fatisfied that in our jnter-
courfe with Great Britain we are as well
treated as other nations.: This did mot
fatisfy him, he owned. If other natiohs
are willing to bear impofitions or were un-
able to retaliate, he hoped that is not an
example we are to follow,

But is it true that the fame fyflem of
equality fubfifts between us and Great Bri-
tain, as between that and other European
nations ? He believed not. Before thi¢
war France had eftablifhed legal regulations
to reciprocate thofe of Great Britain unfa-
vorable to her.” He believed Sweden and.
Denmark both exclude,’ if not altogethier
at leaft a great portion' of the Britifh ma-
nufatures.  From this it appears that
other nations by their afts have placed
their intercourfe with Great Britain ups
on a bafis more reciprocal than that efta- "
blithed in our intercourfe with her; 1

It has alfo been afferted that Great
Britain treats us as well as other nations
treat us. 'What nation, - he -aflked, - has
fuch a navigation aét ? What nation be:
fides excludes us from a circuitous trade 2~
What nation excludes us to fuch an exs
tent from carrying our commoditics ig ¢
our own bottoms ? ;

On the fubjeét of the different difpofi-

“tions of France and England towards sy
the gentleman from South Carclina ‘ap-
pears to think very differently from the '
Prefident. The Prefident in his meflage
exprefsly tells the legiflature, that the
former has uniformly fhewa a good difpo-
fition towards us and has granted as ma-
ny commercial advantages, while his fi-
lence as to the latter fufficiently fhews "
that this cannot be faid of her pelicy ‘to-
wards us.
~ But he wifhed from fa@s to fhew that
our intercourfe with the two nations is on
a very different footing, for this purpofe
he had alfo drawn up a fmall table. He
wilhed, however to premife, that he could
not agree with the gentleman from South
Carolina on the propriety of recurring
for documents to a period antecedent to
the French revolution,
He (Mr. S.) remarked, that fince that
period the order of thinigs has been un-
fettled ; and therefore the Secretary of
State has taken up the fubjet in this
view—Mr. Madifen faid, he hoped, for
his part that the prefent is the fettled or-
der of things, he hoped and believed that
the revolution is not a fugitive thing and
that it is the old order of things that is
now unfettled for ever. He fhould not,
however, he faid, exclude fram his cal-
culations what was done under the ‘mo-
narchy in our favor, becaufe it s not rea-
fonable to fuppofe that the difpofition of
that nation towards us could be lefs favor-
able to us now, than when under the for-
mer government.

(To be concluded in our next. )
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A few days ago, from No. 6, Lztitia Court,

A Silver Table-Spoon,

Marked 1. C make’s vame R H. Wlooyer
returns faid Spoon to the ows er, fhall Teceive
One Dallar 1¢ ».rd, and po queltions aiked. |
N. B. Silverfiniths and others are requefied
ta ftop faid fpoon, if dered far iale, and give
nocice as atove.
Jun. 17,
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