CONGRESS.

Houfe of Reprefeutatives.
January 16.

In committee of the swbole, on the report of
the Seerciary of State, relasive to the com-
mercial inicreourfe of this country, with fo-
re(gu  nations.

Mr. S, Smith after a few introdu&ory
obfervations, faid, the object of the refolu-
tion is to lay an extra duty on goods from
powers not in treaty with the United
States. Thole duties will cperate as a
bounty, fay for calculation, of 5 per cent.
in favor of thofe powers with whom we
have a treaty of commerce—for experience
has {liewn that thofe nations cannot fupply
us on tevms fo favorable as that with whom
no treaty exifts,

It s a fubject then of fair enquiry—
what advantages we enjoy from thofe na-
tions (we are in treaty with) to induce
us to grant them fuch bounty—and what
are the difadvantages which refult from
thofec treaties ?

The United States have a commercial
treaty with France, Holland, Pruffia and
Sweden.

What are the commercial advantages?
The advantages in the treaties molt ufeful
to us are, that free thips make free goods,
aad this is to be reciprocal.

We have feen that this ftipulation has
been violated whenever the neceffity of the
cafe (in their opinion) made it ufeful to
France. ‘The difadvantages of thofe trea-
ties are their prizes coming into our,ports,
and their armed veffels cruizing on our
coafts. .

It appears then, that we have no ad-
vantages given us by thofe treaties {uffici-
ent to induce us to lay a tax of 5 per cent.
on 17 millions of dollars of importations,
from powers not in treaty with us, fay
850,000 dollars per annum to aét asa
bounty on the manufaétures of the natious
in treaty.

It then becomes a fubjet of enquiry,
what jnjuries have we received from the
powers with whom we have no commer-
cial treaty, that fhould induce us to tax
ourfelves, 850,0co dollars per -annum to
retaliate on them.

Thefe powers are Spain, Portugal,
Denmark, Ruflia, Hamburgh, Bremen,
and the other hanfe towns, and Great Bri-
tain.

Spain haslaid a heavy duty on our flour
to eacourage her own ; but not more than
on that of other nations. She has alfo un-
dertaken, in alliance with Great Britain,
to preveat -our takfng our producc to
Franeé; ¢ontrary to the cuftom in former
wars. [t is true; the fame two powers
attempted the fame thing on a former oc-
cafiou.  Spain has by alate ediét granted
to nations in treaty of commerce, licenfe
to trade to Louifiana, Florida, &c. &c.
which immediately excludes ‘us, and this
may be of ferious confequence.

The Englifh will introduce a good mar-
ket for tobaceo there; perhaps they may
think it their interclt to reduce the duty
on that article, now 3s. 6d. per pound, to
the fame with ours, which s 1s. 3d.—or
if we pafs thefe refolutions, make ours
8s. 6d. and theirs 1s. 3d.

But Spain takes almoft all their flour,
a great quantity of wheat, corn and lum-
ber, beef, pork, fith, rice, &c. &c. from
us, and is our very beft cuftomer.

She fupplies. us with dollars, brandy,
wine, fruits, falt, and filk goods, on fair
terms. Some of thefeare articles which can-
not be procured from the powers in treaty,
and ought we to offend her to gratify our
refentment againft England ?

Portugal refufes fince our Revolution
to take our flour—in every other refpe&
fhe is among our beft friends—fhe receives
our wheat, corn, lumber and many other
articles—her late conduct calls for our fin-
cercft gratitude.

She fupplies us with wine, falt, fome Eaft-
India goods, lemons, &c. &c:

Why fhould we declare commercial war
againft fuch a friend ?

The immediate relations with Denmark
are encreafing daily, and on fair terms—
in her iflands we have the faireft inter-
courfe. Our flour, meal, corn, lumber,
beef, pork, and fifh, are received there in
our own bottoms, and we bring from
thence all their produce.—Their children
are educated among us, form friendfhips,
and matrimonial conne&tions.

Why fhould we declare 2 commercial
war againft a power {o friendly ?

Ruffia affords us iron, hemp, fail-duck,
fheetings, aud fome other articles—admits
us into her ports on fair terms, and leaves

to us the whole carrying trade betwen
the two countriecs.— What caufe have we
to tax her commodities ! She has done ao-
thing. to offend us—feems well difpofec—
and many of her articles can be had'no
where cife; and it ought to be confidered,
fhe can fupport the armed neutrality.

Hamburgh and Bremen receive our vef-
fels with every poffible mark of friendfhip
—they take great quantities of tobacco,
rice,. deerfkins, furs, and a furplus of our
imports from the Weft Indies 5 they fup-
ply us with glafs, German oznabrigs, and
other German linens,on much better terms
than any other country.  What injury
bave thofe republics done us, that we
fhould throw their trade into the lap of
Holland, where we generally pay § to 10
per cent more than we pay in thefe ports.

I come now faid Mr. Smith, to the
great ftumbling block, Great Britain, a-
gainlt whom thefe refolutions point, and
whofe political conduét has been the fruit-
ful topic of fo much declamation.

He concurred in opinion with thofe who
had {everely reprobated the conduét of
_their piratical privateers towards our navi-
gation—but are thofe good reafons, faid
he, why we fhould commence a commer-
cial war with more than one half the Eu-
ropean nations, or even with her, unlefs
we fhall find it greatly to our intereft. Al-
terations of commercical {yftems require
time and much delicacy in effecting, We
do not at prefent know what will be the
refult of proper remonftrances againit the

, injuries we have {uffered ? HasGreat Bri-

tain laid any reftritions on our commerce
which are uot fimilarto thofe the lays on
other foreign nations ! I believe not.

Have we any advantages in her ports
over other foreigners ? 1 believe we have.

Our citizens go there, commence and
purfue trade, without being fubjeét to the
Alien duty paid by other foreigners.

Our tobacco pays 1/3 perlb. duty,when
all other pays 3/6 per Ib.

Our pot and pearl athesarefree ; others
pay-2/ per cwt.—which is equal to the
freight.

Our naval ftores pay lefs duty than o-
thers pay, which atting as a bounty tous
enables us to fend  thefe bulky articles to
fuch a diftance.

Some of our wood is in the fame fitua-
tion.

The exportation of our lumber on thefe

advantageous terms, is particularly bene-.
ficial to, and promotive of our fhipping.

A cargo of lumber which cofts not more

than 400 or 500 peunds would {ell for- ¥z |

or 1400.

Mzr. Smith obferved that he prefumed
no onc would tax him with being preju-
diced in favor of Great Britain ; he had
{uffered by them feverely, he had fought
againft their ufurpations, and fhould his
duty call him, he trufted he fhould not
hefitate to do fo again. It is not what
Britain may fuffer by the fyftem propofed,
but the difadvantage which will be the
confequence to the United States, that
ought to be taken into confideration. Our
duty is not to injure others, but to pro-
teét our own intereft.

Mr. Smith then enquired,

‘What have we done to benefit our own
commerce ?

In the firlt Congrefs,a duty of 50 cents
on foreign tonnage, and 6 cents on our
own, gave an advantage of 44 cents in
our favour ; and put us more than on a
footing with the extralight money of 1/y
fterl. aton on onr veffels, charged in all
their perts, except London.

We alfo laid a duty of 1-1oth extraon
goods by foreign veflels—what has been
its confequence.

A gentleman from Virginia, ftated that
in 1660, Great Britain paffed their navi-
gation a®t, when the foreign trade was
i-4th of the whole, in 1770 it was leflen-
edto 1-6th.

What is the confequence of our law ?

The foreign tonnage in 1770, was
nearly ‘1-3d of the whole,

In 1792, the foreign tonnage was re-
duced nearly to 1-4th oras 244 to 568.
This being the cafe, wé have by ourexif-
ting laws and induftry decreafed this pro-
portion of the foreign tonnage 1-6th—
thus has our exifting laws done nearly as
much in 2 years for us, as the navigation
laws of Great Britain did for them in 40
years.

Under the exifting ftate of things, Mr,
Smith faid, he could not fee the policy of
puthing regulations to aceeleratea progrefs
already without example. §

The fame gentleman faid, that the ma-
nufactures of Great Britain amount to 51

millions, and that the proportion to Ame-

rica, is 2 millions—fay 4 per cent o.f the
exportsof that country : will fhe give up
her navigation aét for the profits of 4 per
cent on her exports ? Can it be expected
that fhe will deviate from a fyftem which
more than 100 years experience has con-
firmed the utility of. 2
With refpect to France, Mr. Smlt}l ac-
knowledged in warm terms, the obligati-
ons this country was under to that, for
the fervices rendered during the war.—
France, faid he, will be arepublic, and as
republicans, they will treat with us on fair

liberal, and reciprocal terms. ;
Mr. Smith concluded by reading the
following comparative ftatement :—

EvGranp.

1ft. Amecrican f(hips
pay no mcre duty of
tonnage in her ports
thau her own pay, but
they pay 1fg fterling,
or 39 cents extra for
lights(exceptin the port
of London) where ail
pay alike.

2d. The fhips of A-
merica carry freely to
Great-Britain the pre-
duce of the United
States (wheie her own
thips ere permitted) &
pay the fame duty
thereon that is paid by
the fthips of Great-
Britain,

gd. Al trade in A-
merican fhivs to the
Brinth Welt-Indies, is
pmhxbitcd. cxcept In
times (fuch as the pre-
{ent) of war, and parti=
cular fcarcity.

4th. The trade to
the Britith Eaft-Indies
is free for Amenicans,
they enter and fell free-
ly there, as well their
cargoes as (hips, when
even Britifh fhips are
prohibited. ;

5th: American fhip-
ping can carry no fo-
reign article to Great-
Britain, nor any thing
except her own Ppro-
duce ; they cannot car-
ry any of her manufac-
tures; except pot and
pear] afhes, pig and bar
iron—which aruclesare
free from duty.

s

6th. Great-Britain
admiis from America
free of duty, plank, pot
and pearlathes,barand
pigiron,when fhe char-
ges aduty on the fame

AmERICA.
1ft. Briuih fhips pay
in her ports 44 cents
duty of tonnage more
than ber own [hips

PaYs

2d. All gonods im-
ported in Britifh fhips
to the United States,
pay 10 per cent. addi-
tion on the cuties paid
when imported in her
own f(hips, which a-
mount almoft to the
whole treight on an af-
forted cargo of Britith
manafatores.

3d. America has no
Colonies, fhe (upplies
the Britifh Weft-India
lands  with 45.000
barrels flour per ann,
Shall we rifque this ad-
vantage, becaufe they
will not lct us employ
12 brigs to carry it ?

4th. América has no
Eaft-India fcttlements,

sth. Britifh thipsare
permitted  to  bring
goods of every country
to the United States;
but then they are {ub-
jeft to an additional
duty of 10 per cent. on
the duty paid on goods
imported in our own
fhips, which in almoft
all cafes amounts to a
prohibition ; her .cop-
per, tin, Jead, and {ome
other grofsarticles, pay
no duty.

6th. America admits
nothing free of duty
from  Great-Britain,
that is not equally free
from all other coun-
trics.

articles from other na-
tions, equal in fome in~
Rances'to a fill freight,
whichenables America
to tranfpert fuch bulky
articles on equal terms;
fre charges 1f3 per 1b.
on American tobacco,
and 36 on all other.

—

{ To be Continued. )

. Lo
Foreign Intelligence.

The: following intelligence is tranflated from
Leyden Gazettes, received at Baltimore

Srom Amflerdam.
MANHEIM, (Germany) O&ober 22.

Since the 14th inft. the Pruffian army,.

which by its movements contributed to
the fuccefs of General Wirmfer, and the
Prince of Waldeck, remains in a ftate of
tranquility, and we no longer  hear the
npife of cannon from the fide of the Blife
and Sarrie.

The head quarters of the Duke of Brun{-
wick, on the 17th inft. were at La Ver-
reric de Maftall near Rifhoffen. The
French occupied the environs of Flamn-
berg, and it is faid fent part of their for-
ces towards Saralbe and Bouquenon. To
the latter place the members of the dif-
tri¢t of Buche have transferred their fef
fions.

LEYDEN, Nov. 1.

A letter from Bruffels, dated the 28th
ult. informs, that the French, to make a
diverfion in favor of the grand army com-
manded by General Jourdon, made a
grand attack on the whole cordon, of the
allied forces, from Tournay to the fea.—
Early on the moming of the 22d ult. a
column of French troops, fiom fix to fe-
ven thoufand ftrong, compofed partly of
the garrifon of Dunkirk and of the troops
which occupied the entrenched camp of
Gyvelde, advanced towards Furnes, with
a train of heavy cannon and mortars, with
an intention to. force that place: The

garrifon’ amounting to upwards of two
thoufand men, compofed of Auitrians,
Heffians, and French emigrants, marched
out in order of battle to engage the ene-
my, and a bloody a&ion commenced, in
which both parties often had recourfe to
the deftru&ive bayonet; but; after the
greateflt efforts of bravery, thie allied for-
ces were forced to ' yield to the {uperior
numbers of the French who entered pell-
mell with them into Furnes, in the ftreets
of which place they again fought for fome
time.  Our troops, fmrounded on ail
fides, fucceeded in foreing their way thro’
the enemy’s battalions, and made their
retreat to Nieupoit, though continually
harrafed. The French, elated by this
advantage, immediately marched againft
Nieuport, with fome pieces of heavy can-
non and four mortars. General Hoche,
who commanded the French on this ex-
pedition, fent the following remarkable
fummons to the inhabitants of Nieupeort
—< I fummon you to furrender immedi-
ately to the arms of the French Republic,
before which all fhould yield; and I re-
quire that fix hoftages, the. moft eminent
perfons in your city, initantly give them-
felves up at my camp; otherwile, fur-
rounded, attacked by fea and land, your
city will be deftroyed ; I will enter on the
{moaking ruins of your heufes and the
panting wrecks of your numbers: Let
the example of Furnes teach you not to
depend on your defenders, who calumni-
ate becaufe we beat them.” be magil-
trates of Nieuport, not terrified at rodo~
mantade, {imply anfwered, that it was to
the military commandant he fhould have
addreflfed himfelf, and not to them.
this refufal, the French began to throw
in fhells and bullets, which much dama-
ged the city : Then the garrifon determi~
ned to open the fluices and inundate the
furrounding country, which they did with
fuch fuccefs, that the enemy were obliged
to retire with precipitation that they bad
not time to . carry off two twentyiour
pounders. which they planted in a batte-
ry. In the mean time, on the firft intel-
ligence of tbis invafion which reached
Oftend, four Englifh regiments, who were
ready to embark, and a part of the gar-
rifon, made a movement to {uccour Nieu-
port.

A f{econd column of French advanced
againft our pofts at Werwyck and Mou-
corn, which theyattacked with thegreateit
vivacity ; Afteramoft murdering engage-
ment, our troops retreated, abandomng
fome pieces of difmounted cannon. The
enemy entered Menin on the 23d of O&.
and the garrifon retired to Wevelghem,
by the lcontrary road; where they were
attacked on the 24{:': bas mada fu(_:lL4

5 e aapen 2
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ﬁgbi‘()ﬂ\i dafance as obliged the Frcnéh to
retire, . i
While this paffed towards Wef-Flan-

of La Magdelaine, under Lifle, advanced
with a large train of artillery towards De-
nain, Marchiennes, , and. Orchies, which
they attacked very brifkly at the fame
time : They were repulfed every where
but at Marchiennes, which they got pof-
fefion of ; but the allied troops, encamp-
ed at Ciofing,having advanced on the ene-
my, a moft bloody battle commenced,
which ended in the precipetate retreat of
the French, whom our troops purfued for
a confiderable time. We have no certain
accounts of the loffes {uftained by both
parties in three different engagements ;
but we know, pofitively, that the eaemy
have feverely fuffered, and that, on our
fide, we have alfo loft many men.

As foon as our Generals received advice
of the enemy’s progrefs in Flanders, the
Duke of York; at the head of the Englifh
army, advanced by party marches to the
relief of that part of our frontier.

While they fought fo obftinately in
Flanders, our troops in'Hainult weie not
lefs active. General Jourdon having fhewn
by his movements that he projected an en-
terprize againft Quefnoy, the Prince of
Sax Cobourg advanced, on that fide, to
watch the enemy, and eftablifhed his head-
quarters at Bermerain. On the 23d, Ge-
neral Ferrand left Maubeuge, at the head
of fix thoufand men, with a defign to at-
tack the wood of Tileul, where our troops
held feveral important pofts. On this oc-
cafion a very long and obftinate battle was
fought, the viftory was long doubtful, but

great lofs ; ours was not confiderable.
Yelterday morning a courier arfived
here, who brings intelligence of a great

advantage being gained by General Clair-
fait, over a body of French troops, who

were furrounded in the foreft of Bouchain.

On

ders, the. French, who.occupied the camp.

at laft the French were repulfed with

—_—
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