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able treaty of commerce 5 having once
made an uafavorable one.  That making
an unfortunate treaty, givesa claim to all
other nations.,

I ii#tve formed my opinion bn this pre-
fent queftion, not by comparing the ad-
vantages and difadvantages of cur trade,
as they are regulated by different nations;
but by enquiring what is the Rtate of our
commerce with particular nations. And
whetlier, from our comniércial relation,
we have not a right to expect more favour-
able rezulations ? Whether we have not a
right to exped the removal of reftrictions
to which we are fubje&, and toobtain ad-
vantages we do not now receive®  We
have been informed that Britain is depen
dint on us for many, of the necellarics of
life ; they are dependant on s for thofe
raw materials, by which nunibers of their
citizens reccive employment; and that
they canuot be obtataed from any other
quarter. If this i a truc ftate of the
cale, and it has not been controverted ;
and the truth of it I think, is evident,
from a view of exports to that country.
Have we not a right to expett, a right
to claima removal of thofe unfavorable
reltrictions ! If this is a true {tate of our
commerce, would not Britain, were all the
regulations on the footing of reciprocity,
have the advantage ? Their trade with us,
is of neceflity ¢ Theirs to us may be, and!
can be difpenfed with. Numbers of them
depend on us, for their very fubfiftence.
Independent of their manufaltuves, we
can go on, and I believe, profper. I do
not believe, that agriculture or mannfac-
tures, would fuftain even a check: It would
no doubty be fome degree of inconyenien-
€y, to the mercantile iatereft. And I car-
not help obferving, that gentlemen have
been loud on the difadvantages of the mer-
chants, from the adoption of the principle
now under difcuffion. I muft regard the
merchant only as an intermediate negocia-
tor, between the planter and manufacturer,
and the foreizi merchant. I do not con:
eeive the lofs is fuitained by the merchant.
It is - fuftained by every citizen, in' pro-
portion to his confumption. - If the in-
terelt of agriculture is promoted, the mer-
cantile intereft mult pavticipate. I confi-
der the agricultural interelt, as the fource ;
and cannot agree; that the mercantile
fhould éither be the firft, or only obje&
oi our attention. “And fuppcfé a tempe-
rary incodvenience to arife from the adop-
tion of thé 1efolutions, I think they ought
to be adopted wheu intended ; and I think
it is évident to any pevfon, who will con-
template the degree, in which Great-Bri-
tain is dependant on the Ubited States,
for her exports ; that they will be pro-
duftive of lalting advantages. Is there a
probubility of our being relieved, other-
wife than by our own exertions ? Or can
gentlemen fix theboundary Leyond which
they will not go, in their reftriétions,
thould we contiaue to acquiefce ? I'confefs,
I expeét nothing fhort of the entire pro-
fits of all our labor, will fatisfy them. If
we are to judge of the future by the paft,
and I do not think we have a right to
fuppole a chiange in her motives or prin-
ciples, we are to expeét regulations, which
will throw into the pocktts of her citizens,
all the profits of the labor of the United
States.

Gentlemen confefs het Navigation Aé&
operates againft us; but it is faid fhe
treats us, as fhe does all other nations:
which to me, I confefs, is no reafon we
fhould fuffer injuftice: Yet not contented
with the reftri¢tions on our trade, we have
it in proof, fhe had a principal and unfo-
licited agency in the late truce : Where-
by our veflels are [ubjeéted to depreda-
tions, and to being captured. I will not
fay what was their principal motive ; but
it 1s another means of throwing into their
hands, an additioral portion of our carry-
ing trades They condemn as prize, goods
carrying to the portsof France; our vef-
fels are feized, fearched and detdined un-
neceflarily ¢ This condu& has conftrained
the Frenchy intheir own defence, toadopt
fimilar regulations ¢ All of Which is con-
feflecly againfl the law of nations : Their
forcing or enticing our feamen on board
their veﬁ'c]s——tll‘lls calculated to increafe
their fhipping; by excluding ‘ours: And
this done, whillt we were leaving trade to
regulate itfelf; whilt we were tamely
fubmitting to their reftriétions.

Under theve circumftances, we have no
realon to hope for-2 favorable change ; 1
think the moft diftant hope cannot be en-
tertained: No alterndtive remains, but an
entire acquiclcence, or availing ourfelves
of the peculiarly favorable circumftances
of our commercial relation; to enforce juf-
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tice. This may be deemed unjuft, or un-
equal, anfongft nations : 1 am fure it \vould
tiot, amengit mdividuals. He, who in
nierchandiziag, is exchanging a neceflary
of lifé to the perfon who needs, and could
not be {upplied from any other quarter,
for property of inferior demand, would not
fubmit to have the terms of exchange,
diétated to him. e would avail himfelf
of circumitances, to enforce juftice, or re-
fule the exchange. Why we fhould not
as a nation, aflume a fimilar conduét, 1
know not.
Counter regulations are apprehended.
I with he had pointed out, what regulati-
ons they can adopt, which will not operate
more againft them, than us: I believe it
cannot be done, War is alfo apprehend-
ed 3 it has not before been fuggelted : I
believe it is not fericufly apprehended. As
an independent nation, can our doing what
Great-Britain has done before us; can
our doing what we have a right to do, as
an idependent nation give offence ? If
this fhould be made the caufe of war, we
may reft affured, it was pre-determined ;
and that nothing we could do, would pre-
vent it. -1 believe the only way to caufea
war,_is by tame fubmifficn, and to prevent
it, is to ufe our rights; uninfluenced by a
fear, either of counter regulations, or war.

( Debate to b continued.)

Congrefs of the United States.
IN SENATE,
Monday, January 27.

The Senate refumed the fecond reading
of the bill feat from the Houfe of Repre-
{entatives for concurrence, entitled ¢ An
a& for completing and bettér fupporting
the military eftablifhment of the United
States,”” and

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr.
Ellfworth, Mr. Livermore, Mr. Strong,
M. Izard and Mr. Langdon, to confider
and report thereon to the*Senate.

Afie: the confideration of ‘the execu-
tive bufinefs,

The Senate adjourned to- 11 o’clock
to-morrow morning,

Tuefday, January 28.°
The memorial of Jofeph ‘Bloemfield,
Prefident of the Convention of Delegates
from the Abolitien Societies within the
United Statés, in behalf of faid Conventi-
on was prefented and read, praying Con-
grefs to pafs a law prohibiting the traffic

carried on by citizens of the United States, §

for the fupply of flaves to foreign natiops,
and preventing foreigners from fitting out

_veffels for the flave trade in the ports of

the United States.

The Vice-Prefident laid before the Se-
nate a letter from the Secretaay of State,
enclofing a tranflation of the French act
of navigation.

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-
morrow morning.

Wednefday, January 29.

M. Ellfworth from the committee ap-
pointed to confider the bill, fent from the
Houfe of Reprefentatives for concurrence,
entitled, * Ana& for completing and bet-
ter fupporting the Military Eftablifhment
of the United States,” reported amend-
ments, which were agreed to.

Ordered, That the further confiderati-
on of this bill be poftponed.

After confideration of the executive bu-
finefs—

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-
morrow morning.

Thurfday, January 3o.

‘The following written meffage was re-
ceived from the Prefident of the United
States by Mr. Dandridge his Secretary.

United States, January 30.
Gentlemen of the Senate and of
the Houfe of Reprefentatives,

Communications have beéen made to
Congrefs during the prefent feffion with
the intention ofg affording a full view of the
pofture of affairs on the fouth-weftern fron-
tiers, By the information which has late-
ly beer laid before Congrefs it appeared
that the difficulties with the Creeks had
been amicably and happily terminated.
But it will be perceived with regret by the
papers herewith tranfmitted, that the
tranquility has unfortunately been of fhort
duration, owing to the murder of feveral
friendly Indians, by fome lawlefs white
men.

The condition of thingsin that quarter
requires the ferious and immediate confi-
deration of Congrefs; and the adoption
of fuch wife and vigorous laws, as will be
competent to the prefervation of the na-
tional charaéter and of the peace, made
under the authority of the United States

with thefe fevera] Indian tribes—Experi-
ence demonftrates that the exifting legal
provifions are entirely inadequate to thofe
great objedts.

G. WASHINGTON.

The meffage and papers referred to
were read.

Ordered, That they lie for confidera-
tion.

The Senate refumed the fecond reading
of the bill, fent from the Houfe of Re-
prefentatives for concurrence, entitled,
“ "An a& for completing and bgtter fup-
porting the military eftablifament of the
United States,” and after debate,

Ordered, That the confideration there-
of be poftponed.

After confideration of the executive bu-
finefs,

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock
to-morrow morning.

Foreign Intelligence.

LR AN A E:
NATIONAL CONVENTION.
Oé&ober 29.

A deputation of the Jacobins were ad-
mitted to the bar.

Xavier Audouin, Affiftant Secretary of
War, fpoke as follows: “ When you
formed the Revolutionary Tribunal, the
people thought that the T'ribunal, point-
mng out with one hand the crime, would
ftrike it with the other; but forms paral-
ize the efforts of ‘the moft indefatigable
Judges ; all France accufe the confpira-
tors, and demand their death, but the law
cannot reach them. When we fee a dead
body, have we occafion to be afked, with
how many blows it was ftruck before its
death. Our cities deftroyed, our citizens
butchered, famine, that hideous fpeétre,
ftaring every where, the beft Republicans
opprefled, the greatelt villains proteéted,
France oppofed to Frante—fuch are the
crimes of the confpirators :—do we wait
till they fwim in the blood of our brothers,
before we punifh them ; Reprefentatives,
you have at prefent the maximum of opi-
nion ; you owe a génerous movement to
the withes of the people, who have been
too long betrayed 5 you owe it to the
tears of the fathers and families who la-
ment their relations flain ; you owe it to
the neceflity of avenging fo many crimes.
‘We demand firft, that you exempt the Re-
volutionary Tribunal of thofe forms which
enchain the con{cience of the judges, and
ftifle conviction ; -2dly, That the juries
may declare to the judges, that there is no
occafion for debates, when their opinion is
once formed.

Offelin—¢¢ The firft part of the Petition
ought to be fent to the Committee of Le-
giflation ; but the fecond feems fo evi-
dent, that it is unneceflary to refer it to
‘any other committee. I 'move that the
latter be inftantly decreed.

¢ You have a great confpiracy to judge;
crimes againft the State, which can nei-
ther be viewed nor punifhed in the ordi-
nary manner j this is fo certain, that you
liave created a T'ribunal for that purpofe ;
make laws then, which may facilitate its
operations.  You may in future get rid of
forms: why then debate about them to no
purpofe?

Roberfpiere made the following amend-
ment to the motion: “If any Trial be-
fore the Revolutionary T'ribunal continues
for more than three days, the Prefident
fhall open the following fitting, by afking
the jury if they are fatisfied ? if they fay
No, the exammations fhall continue ; but
if they reply in  the affirmative, the evi-
dence fhall be clofed, judgment given, and
none be allowed to objeét to the decifion
of the jury.” The propofition, thus
amended, was decreed, and fent immedi-
ately to the Revolutionary Tribunal.

The Prefident of the Revolutionary
Tribunal reprefented by letter, the diffi-
culty of the trial againft the deputies,
confpirators. In five days, nine witnefles
had only been heard. The loquacity of
the guilty wafted much time—why have
recourfe to evidence, when the nation
was attacked ? I-eighty were tobe heard,
there was equal reafon for hearing four
hundred ; the proofs were in the events
which had followed.

This letter was joined to the petition,
and fent to the committees of legiflation
and public welfare, to report upon it to-
morrow. ’

Billaud Varennes remarked, that in the
drawing up the Refolution, there had been
inferted the Extraordinary Tribunal j—in

the time the confpirators lived among us,

faid he, and commanded majorities, they
called it the Extraordinary Tribunal, but
you oyght to reftore its true name, and
real inftitution, and enable it to judge in
a revolutionary manner.

Salluft faid, that confpirators could not
be judged with too much celerity. He
demanded that it {hould henceforth be cal-
led the Revolutionary = Tribunal.—(De-
creed. )

O&ober 30.

Theprocuratorof thediftriG of Rheims,
fent books and parchments which where
ufed at the confecration of the Kings of
France ; he joined to them the oath taken
by Louis Capet at that ceremony.

Romme demanded that they thould be
deftroyed.

« T fee not (replied Burden of Gile,)
why we {hould preferve the ornaments ufed
at the confecration of Kings, when we
have deftroyed the feal of the ftate, and e-
very thing which belonged to royalty.”
He demanded that they thould all be burnt,
—<Decreed. 1

Some citizens of Corbeil brought a gilt
filver fhrine, which inclofed an old Saint,
who had long been fuppoled to work mi-
racles, faid they, but we find that the on-
ly goad quality he had, was the fhrine,
which we have brought to be converted
into Republican coin.—Honorable men-
tion,

In conformity to the report of the com-
mittee of general fafety, the Convention
decreed ;

1. That women fhall no longer be al-
lowed to afferble in popular focieties.

2. 'That all the fittings of the popular
focicties of men fhall be public.

The Commiflioners wrote from Lyons
{25th O&ober,) that 600 workmen were
employed in raifing the fortifications of
that rebellious city. A colony of Repub-
licans will follow d’Herbeit to this city,
in order to regenerate the public fpint,
which is yet in a revolutionary ftupor.

Oé&ober 31.

A deputation of 'the council general ot
the commons of Paris came to demand,
that a revolutionary tribunal do accompa-
ny cach detachment of the revolutionary
ai'ln_v.

A deputation of the popular focietics
came to demand, that every perfon refi-
dent in the country, and having a town
houfe, fhall return to town m the courfe
of one month :—they ftated, that thofe
perfons ftaid in the country on’purpofe to
abufe the revolution, and the law that fix-
es the maximum of provifions.— Referred
to a committee of legif=+ion.

A petition of the fame deputation made

a long fpeech, by which he demanded that |

the xfual mode of addreffing one fingle
perfon by the polite word You, ift the plu-
ral number, be converted into Thou, which
is of the fingular number, for the fake of
abolithing all proud diftinétions among the
French Republicans.

Bazire demanded that this requeft be
inftantly decreed ; but on the motion of
Philippeaux, the convention thought it
fufficient to giveit infertion in their Bul-
letin.

On motion of Romme, the convention
decreed :

1. That the words of Town, Burgh,
or Village, fhall forthwith be - fupprefled.
and that of Commonalty fubflituted in
their place.

2. That the infeription to be put up
in front of the Tennis-Court of Verfailles
fhall be the following : « The Common-
alty of Verfailles has well deferved of the
country.” "

UNITED STATES.

NEW-YORK, Jan. gi1.

The following is a {hort retrofpe& of
the fituation of France: -

That though there exifted agreat diver-
fity of opinion refpeéting the form of go-
vernment finally to be adopted in France :
yet they feemed unatiimous in the refolea
tion of forcix‘,the Belligerent Powers to
acknowledge their right of choofing what
form of government, and what laws they
pleafe, and of compelling their enemies
to fue for peace—to effect this objeét they
have 700,000 regulars, partly in the field
and partly in garrifon ; that notwithitand-
ing this force, they have called out the
firft clafs of their citizens, who have al-
ready amounted to 420,000 men ; thefe:
they are training ‘in their fortified towns,
that they may be ready by next {pring to
take the place of their regulars, who are
then to at on the offenfive, by invading
the territories of their enemies—that next

fpring the 2d clafs is to be organized, in
*
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