was under the obligation of henor, and ap
cath wi decrecy, wiich he mighty be led
*  But on a reprefentation from
the conmittee, by their chairmany Dr.
Brown declared he was pofleffed of the
{aid puper for about one montb.

to vi(;hu.

that the report be amiended dwcording-

ly. The report being amended, ‘the quei-

tion was put to agree to the fame. It was

refolved i the aturmative.

For the Gazerzs of the Unrrsp :‘J-r ATESS
Mzr. Fenvo, .

Among the many aftonifhing concomi-
tants of the French Revolutiony it is cer-
tainly not the lealt, that though all en-
lightened perfons unite in pronouncing it,
the fublimelt effort of human wifdom and
virtue, yet we do not find, among the
characters which have been engaged i it,
any one, to whom we can attach alatting
elteem. Numbers it is true, have had
their day, and each in his turn, has been the
fugitive thethe &f newfpaner pANCEYIIC :
but his f I has never been marked with
Zny fymptoms of regret or commileration.
Thus Fayette, Mirabeaun, Luckner, Du-
mourier, Petion, Montefquicuy; Keller-
man, Briffot, Cenduicet, lite, Pelle-
“tier, Marat, Santerre; Byron, Cuftine &
Houchard, have fucceffively figured as Pa-
triots and-*Heroes; and yet, we confign
them to their faté, (whether imerited or
not) with as little vemiorfe, as, in the
purafe of Felitaif; ¢ we drown blind pup-
pies fifteen o’ the litter.”

This fingular phenomenon, however it
may be miiconftrued by the fhort fishted,
is appreciated by the difcerning, as the
fhongelt poflible proof of the purity of
the prevailing pringiples; fincé the judg-
ment is in no danger of béing dazzled by
« the virtues and impofing qualities of iHui-
trions charaflers; and it aNo evisecs the
propricty of the new idea, of toafting fen-
timents mitead of men, in our c¢ivic enter-
tainments. It exhibits alfo. one ftriking
difference between the American & French
Revolution. For as, in the dne, the names
of Wathington, I\I():ltgu;:acx-)', and others,
threw a lultre upon a cavfe, which at that
comparatively dark period, was generally
called a Rebellion, fo in the univcrfally
ackudtvledged goodnefs of the latter' caule,
we find an ample refource for any deficien-
cies that may be found in theaétors, and
detedt the fallacy of that old, warm-caten
maxim, of there being % no public with-
out private virtue.” .

In other eountries without doubt, fom
patriotifm may be found in the breafts of
individuals, but the patriotifm of France,
appears’ to be a pure; etherial;\fubtile
principle, too volatile to be {ufceptible of
long appropriation, and fo littie attached
to perfons, as to bé in'no danger of dying
with them. Like joint tenancy, (¢ ac-
ereferit Superylitibus,”’) it acerties to the
farvivor; and exterminate as many patriots
as you pleafe, the principle only revives
with additional vigor in the fucceffor.—
And hence O' dulece |Nomex Libertatis [
Thy reigning advocates are always right,
and though the King himfelf was once a
patriot, and Fagette, ‘and Petion and Ro-
land \and Briffot and Condorcet, &c. &e.
yet Rober[plerre is now the béft patriot
of them all, and whether he thall continue
to be the beft in France, feems really to
depend more upon the operations of the
Guillotine, than upon any other principle,
moral or phyfical, that is yet difcovera-
bBle. &

CONGRESS.

Houfe of Reprefentatives.
Januaiy 23,
In_commiltee of the zwhole on Mr. Madifon’s

reflutions.

" Mr. Hirrrovse’s {peech concluded.
The' Indian war js alfo charged upon
Great-Dritain, and that is urged as a rea-
fon for adopting thefe relolutions—has
any merfiber produced any evidence, are
we pofieffed of any proof to fupport this
charge ! Tt is an important principle of a
free government, that no man fhall be
condemned unheprd 5 if we admif this
principle in regard to an individual, why
not allow it to a nation ? Have we ever
charged Great-Britain as being the infti-
gator of thofe injuries we have experienc-
ed from the depredations committed on the
inhabitants of our Weftern frontiers by the
favages? It has been {uppofed by fome,
that a part at leaft was chargeable upon
our own inhabitants on the frontiers ; fhall
we without having remonfirated, wage

war with Grezt-Britain ? furely we ought
to demand fatisfaétion, before we attempt
to retaliate, or make reprifals,

The Algerive war he faid, was another
ground of complaint againlt Great=Bri-
tain, it is faid to have been brought about
by her ¥ iices;. he was aware he faid,
it would be unpopular to divert the refent-
ment that had been excited on this ac-
count 3 but Lis fituation made it his duty
to examine the {ubject, which he had dene;
cotld difcover nothing in the condu¢t
of Great-Britain in this bufinels, which
was incondiftent with the law of nations——
and althe” the United States may feel a
prefent fmart, yet we ought not to let our
momentary feelings lead us to a deeifion
which may be attended with feridus con-
fequences? Great-Britain is, and for a
long time has been in clofe alliance’ and
friendfhip with Portugal and Helland ;
they ave in fome meafure dependant on
her, they are now combined in one com-
mon caufe againft France—Great-Britain
therefore in making a truce with the Al-
gevines, for Pmtugal and Holland, has
done no more than to Yet her allies free
fromt the depredations of pirates, in order
that the whole force of thofenations might
be in a better fituation to be called into
aétion, if necefiary againft their common
enemy—were either of thefe nations un-
der any obligation to block up the Al
gevines for us ; it is true, we fuffer by it,
put have we any right to complain ? there
Is no evidence that Great-Britain was in-
fluenced by motives hoftile to us; other
reafons can be afligned for her conduét—
and fhall we without pretty ftrong evi-
dence, adopt meafures by way of retali-
ation ? and that too, before we have called
on Great-Britain for an explanation of her
condu&t.—When the reprefentatives of
the people of the United States, are
called wpon to decide a queftion of fuch
importanee to the peace and happinefs of
tHis eountry, they ought to divelt them-
felves of all ‘refentful feelings ; and even
fuppofing Great-Britain has violated the
treaty, and done us all the injuries com-
plained of, ought we not to exercife  mo-
deration, and begin by remonftrating 2—
then if fhe would not do us juftice, and
redrefs our wrongs, he would be as ready
as any member to vindicate the honor of
his country, but was not for precipitating
meafures in fuch’ a manner, as would be
condemned by the impartial world.

Another complaint has been ftated, ref-
pecting the deprédations committed on
our commerce by Britifh privateers: It is
doubtlefs: truey that thofe exceffes had
been carried to great lengths ; it was alfo
in evidence, that fome of the Britifh fourts
of law, had offered redrefs, and given am-
ple damages : perhaps other inftances may
be attended with like fuceefs—But en
this head, as well as the former items of
complainit, there had been' no proper de-
mand made by the Executive of the United
States, and there had not yet been time
for us reafonably to expe& either an an-
fwer or fatisfaction—Privateering he faid,
was a fort of piracy, and he withed it was
abolifhed in all wars, among civilized na-
tions ; but as long as it is permitted, neu-
tral ‘powers' muft expe& to fuffer more or
lefs inconvenience and injury—there have
been depredations committed by the fub-
je€ts of every nation, on particular occa-
fions, that could not be juftified, and ' which
it was- mot in their power to reftrain—
France, as well as Great-Britain, may be
‘charged with like injuries ; and the United
States would not be exempted from fuch
a charge—our privateers: frequendy did
the fame thing, when we were in a ftate
of war—indeed we have found it difficult
in 2ll inftances, to reftrain even our fron.
tier inhabitants from committing depreda-
tions upon the Indians ; and yet we have
not been difpofed to have thofe exceffes
charged npon  the United States.

Our flour trade to France is allo inter-
rupted, this he faid he believed to be in
violation of the law of nations—but what
can we do when fo many of the powers of
Europe are combined in this meafure—if
we thould judge it prudent to feck redrefs,
ought we not to follow the example fet us
more' than a ceatury ago by Denmark and
Sweden, quoted for our imitation by the
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Giles)
which was; as will be found in the firft
article of their convention, to fend a {pi-
rited remeonftrance, and if that did not an-
fwer ‘the purpofe, then it would be time
enough to take other meafures to do our-
{elves juftice—he expreffed it as his decid-
ed opinion, that better meafures might

- be adopted for obtaining redrefs than were-

contained in the refolutions on the table.

.We will now confider what is to be the
operation of thefe propofed meafures, and
if there is not a great degree of probabili-
ty, and indeed almoft a certainty that
they will produce the effe& that is intend-
ed, they ought not to be adopted—it 18
{uppofed they will operate in three ways
upon Great Britain—firft by leffening our
imports from Great Britain, and by that
means throwing her manufacturers out of
employ—{econdly, by withholding our
cxports, and thereby ftarving her nto a
compliance, and thirdly, by injuring her
navigation.

As to the firft, this above all others,
was the moft improper time for attempt-
ing a thing of the kind. Properly tim-
ing public meafures, was of great impor-
tance towards enfuring fuccefs. It was
not from the manufaéturers but the mer-
chants that we received our fupplies in the
firft inftance—it was a thing of no im-
portance to the manufa@urer whether the
manufattures were imported into this
country, or whether they were buried in
the ocean, or whether they were fent to
other nations.

As to our obtaining fupplies from
France, there was no probability of that,
they have prohibited the exportation of
their woolen cloths to enable them to fup-
ply their domeftic wants during the prefent
war. All we could expect from them is
filks, ribbons, &c. which are by no means
neceflary tq the United States. = It is
therefore altogether likely the Britith ma-
manufaures would {till find their way
into this country, by a circuiteus rout ;
but fhould this not be the cafe, would not
the Britifh merchants be able to find other
markets -at this time, equal to our con-
fumption ?

The prefent convulfed ftate of France,
and war in Europe, has taken off a mul-
titude of hands from every occupation,
and has deftroyed many flourithing manu-
factories, which will for the prefent open
a door for the manufa&ures of Great Bri~
tain. And-even France, will not hefitate
to ufe fuch as they want, if they cannot
otherwife get a fupply—as the people of
the United States did during their revo-
lution, who went {o far in fome inftances
as to fmuggle them in, in violation of the
law—and there were fome inftances, in
which they were obtained for the ufe of
the army from within the Britifh lines at
New-York, under the fan&ion of the go-

vernment,

Germany, Spain,- Holland, and other
powers at war, will alfo afford a market
for Buitifh goods, fo that they will not
be at a lofs for a market nor will their
manufacturers be either ftarved or mate-
rially injured—and would have. no other
effett than to turn their trade into ano-
ther channel. If the refolutions are to
have their intended effett in this way,
they muft much leffen if. not wholly pre-
vent the importation of Britifh manufac-

tures ; it would therefore be much prefera-

ble' at once to adopt a non-importation
agreement.—Here he afked if it was in
the’ power of the government to carry

fuch meafures into execution ?

The experience of 1774 ought to pre-
vent our haftily adopting meafures that
might for a time ftagnate if not wholly
interrupt our trrde. When our grain
could not be exported the confequence

would be, it would beara very low price, *

and the farmers would be left a prey to
dometftic fpeculation of thofe who might
expet fuch meafures could not laft long,
if we were to commence the conflict
which the adoption of thefe Refolutions
would moft 'probobly bring on—he was
apprehenfive we fhould fall in the conflick,
and it would end to our difadvantage.

It is faid our exports are the neceffa-
ries of life, and our imports are the fu-
perfluities, and therefére we can diGate
our own terms, and Great Britain will be
forced into a compliance. /One gentle-
man from Virginia, (Mr. Moore) ground-
ed his whole argument on this fuppofi-
tion, which he finds to be fallacious,—
The opinion Mr. H. has of the candor
of that gentleman, induced him to hope
he would givea different vote. - With re-
gard to cur exports being fo neceffary to
the exiftence of Great Britain, he obfer-
ved, that fhe exported flour, falted provi-
fions, and almoft every other article of
food that we did ; and it will not be pre-
tended that tobacco was a neceffary of
life—he had never found it fo—never ha.
ving made any ufe of it, he viewsd it z
luxury. N

Our timber and naval-ftores, are carri-
ed to Great Britain under proteéting du.
tieg :—Thefe articles could be fupplied

from 'Sweden and Ruffia. Our rice was
ufed as a luxury—our pot and pearl:u{‘;‘.cs
would alfo be had from other market:.—
In-fhost, there did not appear to be one
article of our exports, that appeared to
be fo much of a neceflary of life to them,
as their .manufaltures, efpecially their
coarfer woollens, were to us in our cold
climate—to the northward, they were ab-
folutely a neceffary of life.  We were in
as much danger of perifhing with cold as
with hunger, and we can do as well with-
out food as without raiment. We ma-
nufactured all our wool, but that fell very
fhort of affording a fupply.

, He would not admit that the Weit In-
dia poffeffions of Great Britain were who-
ly dependant on us for a fupply of flour;
if we withheld that article they will geta
{upply from fome other quarter, they did
get a fupply'during our war, and ‘if our
flour thould become neceffary for their ex-
iftence, it would find its way there by a
circuitous rout ; we fhould be obliged to
fell to fome other nation, to whom they
could go forit, and it would not kein our
power to prévent it.

It is faid we can injure the navigation
of Great Britain—is it not more effeCtu-
ally in her power to injure ours ? Suppofe
fhe was to: do no more than we already
have, that isto put a greater tonnage on
¢ls entering her ports thanfhe does
on herown, fhould we not be the fuf-
ferers;; our exports being valtly more bul-
ky than ourimports : confequently much
more thippicg is neceffary to carry them
to market.

The fact is, we derive mutual advan-
tages from the intercourfé, and it would
be impolitic to do any thing that {hould
cut off,or fuddenly mak= any great change
in the courfe of trade between the two
countries—great changes in our laws or
commercial fyftems ought,not to be adopt-
ed, but i geafes of apparent and very ur-
gent necellity. ;

The friendly difpofition which  the
French nationhave manifefted towards the
United States, and their offer to enter in-
to a morc intimate and clofe conne&ion,
and to put our trade upon-a'more benefi-
cial footing has been urged a3 a'reafon why
we fhould adopt refolutions | that will fa-
vour the ‘commerce and trade: of Franée.
On this account he felt himfelf impelted
however painful might bejthe tafk, to take:
fome riotice of the political fituation; and
proceedings of that nation—he had ad-
mired the fervor of the Frénch nation,
they had engaged in a glorions caufe, the
caufe of Liberty, a cauf= to-which he be-
camie an early votary ; a-caufe in which he
had ritked hislife, and would: moft cheer-
fully do it again if neceflary ; he moft fin-
cerely withed France might fucceed in:e-
ftablifhing a free and happy government,
but he could ot approve of fomé of the
meafisres they were purfuing to obtain this
end.

Juftice, humanity, forbid that wve fhould
approve of their leading to the block in
fome inftances, and in others difpracing
fome of their beff men,who ftood foremoft
in the moft perilous times 3 not for taking
up arms againft their country, not for a
breach of duty, -or betraying the caufe in
which they had embarked, but wmerely
for differing in opinion from others, asto
the means of acconiplifking the fume ob-
je&t ; an opinion which " their duty to-
their country and conftituents, required
them to advance and fupport. Arewe td
juftify that condu®, which has brought
to an ignominious death thofe patriots who
have drawn their fwords in defence of ILi-
berty, and have upon the high' places of

the field fuccefsfully fought her battles ?—

Surely not. Many other exceptionable
meafures might be pointed out; but he
would proceed no farther—he equally dif-
approved he faid, of the combined pow-
ers interfering in the internal affairs of
France.

Is it a proper time when things are in
fuch an unnatural convu'{ed {tate,to think
of fitting down and forming commercial
treaties or regulations with this nation’?
he difapproved of the idex of forming a
clofer alliance, than already exifted, with
a people who had fo far “tranfgrefed  the
bounds of humanity, and more cfpcc{:‘.ll}:
with thofe who had the pow_cr, and too
the lead in thofe meafures—this- of all o=
thers is not the time in which we ()‘ng‘-t
to with to alter either our commercial” or
political connexion with France, ot indeed
with any of the  European nations—ifor
this reafon it was equally imprudent and
impolitic to embark in a commercial con-
fli¢t with Great Britain ; our  fituation
being detacled from the European'nations

‘,




