FHoufe of Reprefeniatives.
January 27.
In committee Of/r{u' whuie on Mir. Madifon’s
ref: lutions.
: ( M. Ames’s Speech conclucd.)

Thus we fee a total Roppage of the Welt-India
trade would not ttarye the il Tt would af-
fe st us deeply, we thould lofe the fale of our prodults
courfe not gain the carrisge in our own vel-
fels. The objelt o! the conteft would be ho r
o rréachithan befare, Tuitead, howeder ot a total
1toppige of the intercourfe, it might happen  that
eich nation prohthiting the vefleisof the other, fome
«d nation woullt carry on ‘the truffic inits own
tomns  While this meafure would difirm our fyl-
tem, it'would ineke it recoil upon curfelves, It
would 1 etfect operar=_ chiefly to obitruct the fale
of our produts. ~ 1fthey hould remain unfuld, it
would be fo much dead lofs ; or if the etfeét thould
te w viife the priceon the confu 5y it "would ei-

ders;

and of

fuppiy.  Thecontelt as it refpects the Welt-India
i: is inevely ielpedt againit us, To embarrafs
the fupply from' the United States, fuppofing the
worft as itregards rhe planters, can do ho more than
enhance the price ot fugar and toRve, and other pros
:\!'w Englith plangess have an increaled price and dou.
ble demand i eoiifequence.  While Grear-Britain
confined the colopy trade to herfelf, fhe give to the
coloiftiin recurn a monopoly in her: confumption
of Wet-Tudia articles.  Theextra expence arifing
trom the feversft operation of our fyftem, is already
grovided againtt two-fold : Like other’ charges on
the produsoflabor and capital, the burden will
{aii on the confumer. The luxuvious and opulent
coafumer in Europe will uot regard and perhaps
will not know the increa fe of price nor the caufe of
it Thegmw ferder who clears fiis land and fells
tae lueiber, will feel any convulfion in the market,
m i ienfibly without being able to fuftam it at all.
Tr is 2 conteft of wealth againft want ; of feli-denial,
between luxury aud daily fubfiftence, that we pro-
voke with fo much confidence of fuccefs. A man of
exverience in the Weft-India trade will fee thiscon-
trait more (trosely than itis poffible to reprefent it.
Jne of ‘the excellencies for which the
meafure is recommended is, that it will
affe@ our imports. What is offered as
an argument is really an objetion.  Who
will fupply our wants? Our own manu-
factures are growing, and it 15 a fubject
of #reat fatish&ion that they are. But
it wonld be .wrong to overrate their capa-
ity to cloathe uss  The fame number of
infinbitants require more and more, be-
cauf= wealth increafes,  Add to this the
rapid growtli of our. numbers, and per-
haps it will be corre& to climate the pro-
grefs “of manufacturers as only keeping
pace with that of our encreafing confump-
tion and population. - It follows that we
fhall continue to demand in future to the
amount of cur prefent importation.  Itis
not ‘intended by the refolutions that we
fhall import from England. Holland, and
the.north of Europe do not furnith a fuf-
ficient varicty, or fufficient quanity for
our confumption. Itisin vain toJook to
Spain, Portugal, and the Italian States.
We are ‘expefled to depend principally
upon France ; it is impoffible fo examine
the ground of this dependance without
adverting to the prefent fituation of that
country. It is a fubje&t upon which I
practife no difguifes. but I donot think it
proper to introduce the politics of France
into this difeuflion. “If others canfind in
the {cenes that pafs there, or in the prin-
ciples and agents that dive& them, proper
fubjeéts for amiable names and fources of
joy and hope m the profped, 1 have no-
thing to fay to it.
-which it is' net in my intention either to
difturb ot to partake of. I turnfrom thefe
horrors to examine the condition of France
in refpedt to manufaturing, capital, and
andufiry. In this point of view, whatever
political improvements' may be hoped for,
it cannot efcape obfervation, that it pre-
fents onlya wide field of walte and defola-
tion, Capital, whielrufed to be food for
manufaCiures, is become ther fuel, ‘What
once nourifhed induftry; now: lights the
fires of civil'war, and quickens the pro-
grefs of deftruétion. France is like a thip
with a fine cargo buming to the water’s
edge, fhe may be built upon anew, and
freighted  with another cargo; and it will
be time enough when that fhall be, to de-
pend on'a part of it for our fapply : at
prefent, .and for many years, fhe will be
not fe much a furnifher as a confumer. It
is therefore obvious, that we fhall import
our fupplies either dire@ly or indireltly
from Great Britain.  Any obftru&tion to
thie importation, will ruin the price which
.we, ‘who confume muft bear.
.- That part of the argument which refts
on the fuppofed diftrefs of the Britith ma-
nufa@urers in conlequence of the lofs of
our market, is in cvery view unfounded.
They would not lofe the market in faét,
and if they did, (hould we prodigioufly
exagggerate the importance of our con.
fumption to the Britith workmen ? Im.

ts. The French iflands are now in rujns, and 1|

It is an amufement

portant it doubtlefs is, buta little attenti-
on will expofe the extrente félly of the o-
pinion, that, they would be brought to our
icet' by a triel of our felf-denying fpirit.
» England now fupplants France in the im-
portant Levant trade, in the fupply of
manufaCtured goods to the Eaft andin a
great meafure to the Welt-Indies,  to
Spain, Portugal, and their dependencies.
Her trade with Ruflia has of late vaftly
encreafed ; and fhe is treating for a trade
with China—{o that the new demands of
Englifh  manufa¢tures, confequent upon
the depreflion of France asa rival, has a-
mounted tomuch more than the whole A-
merican importation, which is not three
millions.
Britith manufaltures exported  Sterking.
in 1773,amounted to £.9,417,000

1774, 19,556,000
17755 10,072,000
1789, 13,779,000
1790, 14,021,000
1791y l"w,‘c’,_ro,ooo
702, 18,310,000

The ill effeét of a fyltem of refllrition
and prohibition in the Weft Indies has
Deen noticed already. The privileges al-
lowed to cur exports to. England may be
withdrawn, and prohibitory or high du-
ties impofed. . Mr. Ames obferved that
not one of our articles is a monopoly,and
noticed the effe@ of connter regulations
on our produéts. He adverted particu-
larly to pot and pearl afhes, and obferved
on the value of the extenfive fale of that
article, as it advances the clearing and
fettlement of our new lands ; he fard the
beft encouragement for agriculture is a
good market.

The {yftem before us is a mifchief that
goes to the root of our profperity. The
merchants will fuffer by the fchemes and
projeéts of a new theory. Great nurma-
bers were deceived by the convulfions of
1775. 'They arean order of citizens de-
ferving better of government, than to be
involved in new confufions. It is wrong
to make our trade wage war for our poli-
tics. It is now [carcely faid that it is a
thing to be fought for but a weapon to
fight with. T'o gain our approbation to
the {yltem, we are told it is to be gradu-
ally eftablifhed : in that cafe, it will be
uriavailing. It fheuld be begun with in
all its ftrength, if.we think of farving
the iflands. --Drive them fuddenly.and by
furprize to extremity, if you would dies
tate terms, but they will prepare againfta
long expeéted failure of our fupplics.

Our naticn willebe tired of fuffering
lofs and embarrafsment for the French.
The rice growers and tobacco planters of
the fouth, will be, and omght to be, foon
weary of a conteft which they are told is
to benefit the (hip ewners of the eaft. The
ftruggle fo painful to ourfelves, fo ineffec-
tual againft  England, will be renounced,

and we fhall fit down with fhame and lofs |
- with difappointed paflions and aggravated

complaints. War, which would then fuit
our feelings, would not fuit our weaknefs.
We might peahrps find fome European
power willing to make war on England,
aud we might be permitted by a fhort alli-
ance to partake the mifery and the de-
pendance of being a fubaltern in the quar-
rel. The happinefs of this fituation feems
to be in view when the fyftem before us
is avowed to be the inftrument of avenging
our-political refentments.  Thefe who af-
feét to dread foreign 1ifluence will do well
to avoid a partnerfhip in Ewropean jealou-
cies and rivalthips. - Courting the friend-
thip of the one, and provoking the hatred
of the other, 1s dangerous to our real in-
dependence ; for it would compel Ameri-
ca to threw herfelf into the arms of the
one for proteétion againft the other. Then
foreign mfluence, pernicious as it is, would
be fought for, and though it fhould be
fhunned, it could not be refifted. The
connections of trade form ties between in-
dividuals and produce little controul over
government. They are the ties of peace,
and are neither corrupt nor corrupting.

In the courfe of hisfpeech, Mr. Ames
adverted to the danger of cutting off a part
of the public revenue by the opération of
the propofed regulations.

He remarked upon the hoftile tendency
of the refolutions ; we have happily el-
caped from a ftate of the moft imminent
danger to ofir peace. A falle ftep would
lofe all the fecurity for its continuance
which we owe at this moment to the con-
du& of the Prefident. What is to fave
us from war ; not our own power which
infpires terror ;,not the gentle and for-
bearing fpirit of the powers of Europe
at this crifis ; not the weaknefs of Eng-
land ; not her affeétion for this country ;

if we believe the affurances of gentlemen
on the other fide—What is it then 2 It is
the intereft of Great Britain to have A-
merica fora cuftomer, rather than an' e-
nemy. © And it is precifely that intereft
which gentlemen are fo eager to take a-
way, and to transfer to France. And
what is ftranger flill, they fay they rely
on that operation, as a means of produc-
ing peace with the Indians and Algerines
—The wounds inflited on Great Britain
by our enmity, are cxpefted to excite her
to fupplicate our friendfhip and to appeafe
us by {oothing the animofity of our ene-
mies-

What is to produce effects fo myftieal,
fo oppofite to the nature fo much exceed-
ing the efficacy of their pretended caufes?
This wonder working paper on the table,
is the weapon of terror and deftrution—
like the writing on Belfhazer’s wall, it is
to {trike parliaments and nations with dif-
may. Itis to be ftronger than fleets a-
gainft pirates, or than armies againft In-
dians. After the examination it has un-
dergone, credulity. itfelf will langh at
thefe pretenfions.

We pretend to expect not by the force of
our reftrictions, but by the mere fhew of our
fpirit, to level all the fines that have guarded
for ages the monopoly of the colony trade.

The repeal of the navigation a& of Eng-
land, which is cherithed as the palladiumof ber
fafety; which time has jendered venerable
and profperity endeared to her people, is to
be extorted from her fears of a weaker na-
tion. It isnot to be yielded f eely, but vio-
lently torn from.her, and yet the iceaofa
ftrugsale to prevent indignity and lofs, is con=
fidered as a chimera too ridiculous for fo
ber refutation. She will not dare fay they,
to refent ir, and gentlemen: have pledped
themfelves for the certain fuccefs of the at-
tempt 3 what is treated as a phantom is vouch-
ed by fa&. Her navigation a& is known to
have caufed an immediate conteft with the
Dutch, and four defperate fea fights enfued,
in confequence the very year of it’s paflage.
How far it is an a& of aggreffion for a
neutral nation to 2ffift the fupplies of one
neighbor, and to annoy and diftrefs another,
at the crifis of a conteft between the two,
which ftrains their ftrength to the urmoft, is
a queftlon which we might not agree in de- !
¢iding. But, the tendeney of fuch unreafon-
able partiality, to ecxafpera:e the fpirit of
hottility againft the intruder, cannot e doubt-
ed. The language of the French government
would not foothe this fpirit.

It propofes on the fole condition of a politi-
¢al conne&ion to extend to us a partiof their
Weft-India commerce. The coincidence of
our meafures with their invitations, however
fingular, veed ne comment. Of all men, thofe
ure'leaft ‘confiftent; who belicve in the effica-
cyof the regulations, and yet affe@ to ridi-
cule their hoftile tendency. In the commer-
eial conflict fay they, we fhall furely prevail
and effe@ually humble Great-Britain. Inopen
war we are the weaker, and fhail be bronght
into danger, if not to ruin. It depends there-
fore according to their own réafoning, on
Great Britain herlelf, whether fhe will perfift
in a ftruggle, which will difgrace and weaken
het, or turn it into a war, which will throw
the thame and roin upon her antagonift. The
topics which furnifh argument to fhew the
danger to our peace from the refolutions, are
too fruitful to be exhauffed. But without
purfuing them further, the experience of
mankind has fhewn that commercial rival-
fhips which fpring from mutual efforts for
monopoly, have kindled more wars and wait-
ed the earth more than the {pirit of conqueft.

He hoped, we fhould thew by oar vote, that
we deem it better policy to feed nations, than
to ftarve them, and that we fhou!d never be
fo unwife as to put our good cuftomers into
a fitnation to be forced to make every exer-
tion to do without us. By cherifhing the arts
of peace, we fhall acquire, and we are atval-
ly acquiring the ftrength and refources for a
war: Inftead of fecking treaties, we ought |
to fhun them, for the Jater they fhall be fo m-
ed, the better will be the terms, we fha!l have
more to give, and more to withhold. We
have not yet taken our proper rank, nor ac-
quired that confideration, which will not be
refufed us, if we perfilt in prudent and pacific
counfels, if we give time for our firength to
mature itfelf. Tho’ America is rifing with a
giant’s ftrength, it’s HYones are yet but carti-
lages : By delaying vhe beginning of a con-
fli&, we enfure the victory. 4

By voting out the refolutions, we fhall hew
to our own citizens, and foreign nations, that
our prudence has prevailed over our prejudi-
ces, that we prefer our interefts to our re-
(:ntments. Let us affert a genuine indepen-
dance of fpint, we fhall be falfe to our dury
and feelings as Americans, if we bafely def~
cend to a fervile dependance on France or
Great-Britain.

(Debate to be continued.) -

ALEXANDRIA, +Feb. 14.

Laft Tuefday being the anniverfay of
the Birth-Day of The PresipenT of the

' Usizep STATES; was commemorated by

the Citizens of this town, in a manner

| highly demonitrative of that ardent and

uniform affetion which they have, on all |
proper occafious, manifefted for the per-
fon of their revered and illuftricus neigh-

" bour.

'

’

e ADDRESS
Spokzn by Mr. WicNeLL, at the openix
of the Neaw T beatre in this City.
WRITTEN BY MR, HARWOOD.
PAST is my toil and fled each anxious pain
Since I behold my friends, my home a,;:u] 3
- How oft, when far away my tanty Yov'd,
Lur'd to this fpot by cvery fcene I'lov’d,
Here on thefe boards [ trod in waking dream,
And if J talk’d, this fpot was ftill my theme.
I painted oft, in colors juft and true,
This glorious {cene, fo grateful to'my view ;
My pulfe would quicken and my bofom glow ;
But the true joy I never felt "till now.
Hard was our fate 1o be condemn’d 1o roam—
Tho' fweet our exile, fiom our deftin’d home;
Warm are our thanks to you who dar’d to brave
Our foes’ worft fhafts, the drooping mufe to fave,
Before whofe phalanx {uperflition fled,
Aud fell fanaticilm bow’d ber head.
But I forget——o
I come to plead for others, to engage
Your gen'rous carey toaid a rifing Rage;
I come to afk, and for a num’rous band
Whom I have brought from a far diftant land,
Who have to me their foture fate confign’d —
Friends, parents, country, all they left behind
Grant but this boon, vo figh of fad searet
Shall reach the diftant fhore, no tears fhall wet
This happy land of premife and increafe,
Save the glad tears of gratitude and peace.

I fee, I read in each approving fmile,
A kind 2ffent—1I have not loft my toil 7
For them accept my thanks— Fancy zlone,
In richeft efforts, can conceive my own.
Nor let the critic, with faflidious eye
And penetrating fearch, our faults defery,
While yet the mufe alpires on infant wing—
*“ The Eagle fuffers little birds to fing ;"
The trembling novice, ere matur’d by ume,
Muft fall far thort of judgmeut’s happy prime ;

Yon may admire the genius you have rear’d;

Great by vour favor grown, the rifing age

St Hblefs the efforts of a moral Rage :

The fiaze ‘e purity; the ftage refin’d,

Clear’d =115 drofs,may charm,ioftru@ mankind.
Freec new force from fcenes heroic gains,

The flage impeces not, but its caufle mainiains;

Virtue miay here 11s brighteft lefiondearn,

And fcouted vice s ughinefsdilcern ;

Our precepts, well direéted, reach the heart,

And to alt well (hall be a gen'ial part.

NEW THEATRE,

THIS EVENING, Feb. 1g,

Will ‘be performed, a TRAGEDY, called

1-5:A BEL LA,

Or the FATAL MARRIAGE:
Coxnt Baldwin, Mr., Whitlock,

Biron, Mr. Fennell,
Carlos, Mr. Marfha®?,
Vilierops Mr. Wignell,
Sampfon, Mr, Francis,
Belford, Mr, Cleveland,
Pedro, Mr. Creen,
Officer, Mr, Warrel,
Ifabellay Mrs. Whitlock,
Naurfe, Mrs. Rowfon.

Inaé 3d, an EpiTearamium: thevocal
parts. by Mr. Darley, WM. Rowfon, Mrs.
Warrell, Mifs Broadhurft, &c. | i

To aukich awill be added,
An Orrra, in two. adls, called

SR Sl N iy

Belville, Mr. Marfhall,
Capt. Belville, Mr. Moreton,
William, Mr, Francis,
Ruftic, Mr, Warrel,

y# Irifbmany - Nir. Green,™

2d Irifhman, Mr. Bliffet, 3
Rofind, Mrs, Warrely
Dorcas, Mus. Bates,

Phzbe, Mifs Broadhurft.

With the original" overture and actompa-
niments, compofed by SH1E1 D.

Places in the Boxesto be taken at the Box-
I Office of the Theatre,at any hour from nine
in the morning till three o’clock in-the after-
noon, cn the day of perfcrmance. Tickets
to be had at the office near the Theatre, at
the corner of Sixth-fircet, and at Carr & Co’s
Mufical Repofitory, No. 122, Market-fireet.’

The Doors will he opened at 5 o’clock,
af}dl the performances begin at 6 o’clock pre-
cifely. :
BoxEs; one dollar—PiTT, three quarters
of a dollar—and GALLERY, half 2 dollar.

No places can be let in the fide boxes fora

tained after the firft 28 ;

Ladies and: Gentlemen .are requefled ‘to
fend their fervants to keep places, at half an
hour paft 3 o’clock, and ‘to order them to
withdraw, as {oon as the company are feated,
asthey cannot on any account be permitted
to remain in the boxes, nor any places kept
after the firft a&.

N. B. No money or tickets to he returned,
nor any perfon ‘admitted on any Zccount
whatever behind the fcencs. ;

The managers requeil, to prevent confu-
fion, fervants may be ordered to v dotvn and
take up with the horfes’ heads towards the
Schuylkill, and drive off by Seventh«flreets *

Viwat Refpub]

PRICE-or STOCKS.

G per cents, 18/2
3 ditto, 10/1
Deferred, 11/1

U. S. Bank, i2 per ceat, ady. :

Pennfylvania do. 10 ditte  difto.

Dilpell’d the doubts and dangers he has fear’d,

lefs number than eight, nor any places re-

#

s

o et A

£~




