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vefluiivns.
Speech of Bir. Madifon.
[coxTiNvED ]

Refuming the train of his obfervations,
ueceded to explain the remedial ope-

« ravion of his propefitions.

Firff. They will make the Britith na-
tion fenfible that we cany by juft and pa-
cific means, infli¢t confequences which
will make it her interet, to pay a jult re-
gard toour rights and interelts.

To enfurce this tendency, he enlarged
on thesideashe had formerly exprefled in
relation to'the dependance of Great Bri-
tain on the commerce of the United States,
and the obvious and effential dependance
of the Britith Weft.Indies, on the fupplies

+ of the United States.

On the latter fubje&t, he entered intoa
particular reply to the member rom Maf-
fachpfetts (Mr. Ames) who bad argued
that the Britifh regulation of the trade
Between the United States and the Welt-
Indies, was conformable to the principles
of the colony fyftem as eftablifthed by the
commercial nations of Europe, and could
not therefore be reafonably complained of.

2d. That the Well-Indies eould obtain
fupplies from other quarters, and did not
thevefore depend on the United States ;.
n‘;&y, that there was danger, by forcing
thele fupplies into other channels, of our
lofiagr ihe branch of trade altogether,

3d. That ‘the trade would hardly em-
ploy more than a dozen brigs, and was
theiefore not worth contending for.

Ln anfier to the firft argument of Mr.,
Ames, Mr. Madifon undertook to fhew,
that Great Britain had not purfued, but
viclited the principle of the colony fyftem,
The true fpirit of this {yftém, he iaid, was
to conline the trade between the parent
country and the colony, to their own vef-
fels, and to allow as little trade as poffible,
between the colony and foreign countries ;
but when a trade with a foreign country
became neeeflary to the colony, fo allow
the foreion veflels the fame carrying privileges
atlsaved to their oawn.  Colowies, he faid,
wezie to be confidered as parts of a com-
mon empire.  The trade between one part
and another, as between London and
Kingfton in Jamaica. was te be confider-
ed, tqually an internal trade with the
coaltg trade - between London and Li-
verpool, or the trade between the differ-
cat poits of the United States: and might,
if deerned expedient, be equally reftrained
to domeftic bottoms. = But when a trade
was opened between a celony and a foreign
country, the cafe was changed: the fo-
reign country became a party, and had a
réciprocal claim to the ule of its bottoms,
as much in the trade with the colony, as
with any other part of the empire, to which
the colony belonged. In fupport of this
dottrine, Mr. M. referred to the example
of every nation in Europe, except that of
CGreat Brirain, which had American colo-
nies. Denmaik, Sweden, the United Ne<
therlands, T'rance, Spain and Portugal,
had theis colonies, as well as Great Bri-
tain : and fome of them, rigoroufly at-
tached to the principles of the colony fyf-
tem : yet wot a fingle one of thefé nations
had reg\,lﬁ-d, whenever a trade was permit-
t. ! at all between the colonies and another
country, to make the carriage common to
the veffels of both the parties. Great Bri-
tain alone had attempted @ monopoly in
fuch cafes for her own veffels. Her ex-
ample therefore was an innovation on the
colony {yftem, aswell as an infrattion of
the rights of reciprocity.

In anfwer to the 2d pofition of Mr. A.
he denied that permanent {upplies of pro-
vifions and lumb®- could be derived from
any other part of the world than the Upit-
ed States: not from the northern parts of
Europe, which either did not produce, or
were too remote to fend them : not from
the fouthern parts of Europe, which de-
jpended themfelves on the northern parts

~and on America: not from Great Britain,
_wehich imported bread, for her own ufe,
amounting one year with another accord:
.- ingto the 1t of the committee of the
'Envy council, to the fum of near three
_hundred thoufand pounds fterling, and
was, certainly not an exporter of lumber :
not from Ireland, which could not pretend
" to rival the United States in any article
but that of falt provifions ; and this was fo
much dearer, that a prohibition alone of

ours, could gain a market for hers,  The
geutleman had relied on’ the enpacity of
Ireland to extend ler cultivation of wheat,
fo as to fparefupplics of this aticle alfo.
Such a revolution in her interior {tate was
not very probable. But he ought at lealt
tohave remembered, that as the palture
lands of Ireland fhould be turned into
wheat ficlds, her export of beef would de-
creale, in proportion as fhe might be ena-
bled to export bread.

It was a wafte of time, Mr. M. faid,
to difprove by minute enquiries, the pof-
fibility of fupplying the Britith Weft In-
dies from the old continent, on terms
that would not be worfe than abandoning
them altogether. The trnth was that
the gentleman (Mr. A.) bad in this par-
ticular, -gone beyond the moft fanguine
advocates of the Britifh policy, Mr. Knox
and Lord Sheffield themfelves ; who li-
mited their ultimate hopes of fupporting
the Weft-Indies without the aid of the
United States, to the rgmaining poffef-
fions of Great Britrin on this continent.
He would proceed, he faid, to fhew what
foundation there was for the opinion of
thefe gentlemen, and the gentleman from
Maflachufetts, in favor of this refource.
And he was able to give the moft full and
decifive evidence in the cafe, by recurring
to’ an authentic document ot our own,
from which it appeared, that the conti-
nental colonies of Great Britain, inftead
of being able to furnith the Weft [ndia
colonics, were themfelves dependent for
the very articles wanted there, on the fup-
plies of the United States.

In the official ftatement of our exports
for the year as late as 1791, moft of the
articles fent to the Britif continental co-
lonies, were of a fort and an amount fo
direétly to the point, that he hoped the
ecommittee would excufe him-for repeat-
ing them in ‘detail. He ftated them as

follows :

Bread-Stuffs and Roots.
Wheat, 3,125 bufhels
Rye, 2,201
Barley, 32
Indian corn, 80,714
Oats, 314
Buckweat, 26
Peas and beans, 1,418
Rice, 84 tierces
Flour, 27,197 barrels
Ship-ftuff, 2,515
Rye meal, 15774
lndian meal, 2,396
Buckwheat, do. 353
Bread, 29,290
Crackers, 364 kegs
Potatoes, 20 bufhels
Onions, 52§

Meats, §5c.
Beef, 284 barrels
Pork, 352
Bacon, 881 1y
Frefh Pork, 20,334

Beef, 92,269
Matton, 561 carcafes
Tongues, 30 barrels
Butter, 33 firkins
Lard, 5,720 it
Cheefe, 1,826

Live Stock.
Horned Cattle, 312
Horfes, 0530
Sheep, 1,517
Hogs, 178
Poultry, 361 dozens
Wood.

Shingles, 5 43,000
Staves and heading, 128,000
Handfpikes, 2
Hoops, 3,000
Laths, 3,000
Blocks, 100
Oar-rafters, 857
Truanels 1,500
Oak Planks and 6

Boards, £46307
Pine, do. 17,0000

Maple and beach, do. 7,5000
The total of the exports, including a

few articles under other heads, amounted
to two hundred, feventy thoufand, two
hundred fifty and nine dollars.

Here then, it is feen, that not only in
the bread ftuffs, and meats of every fort,
but in the articles of lumber and live
ftock, for which, by unvierfal acknow-
ledgment, the Weft Indies muft depend
cither on the United States, or the PBrit-
ifh Continental colonies ; the latter are fo
far from being a rival to us, or a refource
to the: Weft Indies, that they. continue,
at this day, to fupply their own deficien-
cies ftom our muE 5

. Mr. M. faid, that he fhould not have
employed fo much of the time of the com-
mittee on this head, if the gentleman,

’

(Mr. Ames) had not.attempted to revive
the arguments with refpet to Canada and
Nova Stotia, which had mifled Great
Britain in her political calculations and
prefent views.

He had heard the language of the gen-
tleman on this fubje&, with altonifhmeit.
That Mr. Knox and Lord Sheffield, Bri-
tith {ubjects, viewing the profpeét with
Britifh eycs, at the diftance of three thou-
fand miles, in the year 1783, when little
enquiry and no experiment could affift
them, fhould have run into the error, was
perhaps not fo marvellous. But, thatan
enlightened citizen of America, feeing
with American eyes, living in the neigh-
borhood as it were of the {cene, in a ftate
whofe wharves afford proofs of the daily
dependance of the Britith Continental co-
lonies for the neceffaries of life, on the
market of the United States, fliould, in
the ‘year 1794 adopt the opinion that
thofe colonics: could fupply the Iflands,
after a trial of nine years had probably
forced the authors of the opinion, Knox
and Sheffield themfelves, to abandon it,
could not be heard without fome furprize ;
and muft be confidered at leaft as the ful-
left proof, that the gentleman had not
given fufficient attention to the prefent
fubjed, to claim that weight which was
in general due to his obfervations.

Mr. M. faid he was not lefs furprifed
at the 3d pofition of the gentleman from
Maflachufetts, viz. that the Weft-India
trade could be carried on by a dozen
brigs ; and conﬁ'qlicnt]y, was not an ob-
je@ worth our purfuit. The plain anfwer
to this argument” was, to ftate the fa&,
that the fhipping entered in one year from
the Britith Weft-Indies, was not a dozen
brigs, but 107,759 tons.

Befides the immediate importance of
this auxilliary refource for our navigation,
he remarked, that there were two confi-
derations ‘which enhanced the value of the
object : one, that as the Weft-India arti-
cles could be brought cheaper in Ameri-
can veffels, they would come cheaper to
American confumers ; the other, that as
our fupplies would at the fame time be
carried cheaper to the Weft-Indies, the
people there could afford to confume the
more of them.

It had been urged that the propofed
reftriGtions on the trade with Great-Bri-
tain would produce clamors here as well

¥ as there, and that Congrefs might be

obliged to recede, before the Britith go-
vernment would be under the neceffity of
doing {o. To this Mr. M. replied, that

‘ he was under no fuch apprehenfion. He

thought more favorably of the good fenfe
as well as virtue of his fellow-citizens. On
the fide of Great-Britain it had been fhewn
there would be the gredteft diftrefs, and
the leaft ability to bear it. The people
there were not accuftomed, like the peo-
ple of the United States, to felf-denying
regulations. They would not have the
fame confidence in the juftice of their caufe:
And it was particularly worthy of remark,
that the people of Great-Britain would be
difheartened, and the government alarmed,
by refleting, that their loffes fiom the
fhifting of commerce into other channels,
and not only of their manufaGures, but
manufacturers, to other places, would be
permanent and irretrievable ; whereas on
our fide, they would be temporary facri-
fices for durable and valuable acquifitions.

Secondly. 'The refolutions would have
the effe&t of encreafing our marine, ‘and
thereby at once cheapening and fecuring
the carriage of onr productions, and pro-
viding for our fafety, Thele advantages
having been already fufficiently explained,
need not, he faid, be again developed.

It had been remarked by a member
from Maffachufetts, (Mr. Ames) that if,
as ftated by a report of Mr. Jefferfon,
Great-Britain was f{o often at war, her
wars, by depriving us of her fhipping,
would foon have the wifhed effe&, of re-
placing it with American fhipping. This
reafoning Mr. M. faid, fuppofed what was
contrary to prudence and' probability.
What merchants would build fhips, which
a peace, always more or lefs in profpe&,
would throw out of employment ; unlefs
it “were for fpecial purpofes, where the
momentary gain might . outweigh the
eventual facrifice. :

1t had been faid that our tonnage was
proved by the official returns to be in-
creafing. with an unexampled rapidity.
To this Mr. M. anfwered ; that the in-
creafe ought not to be compared with o-
ther examples, but with our own natural
faculties, and reafonable expe&ations—
that the inereafe of our population requir-
ed an annual increafe of at 'leaft five per

cent ; that in affumption by forcigners
of American pames, had probably increa-
fed the apparent quantity of our (hipping ;
that the war or preparations for it, by
withdrawing foreign fhipping, had proba-
bly alfo had fome little temporary effet ;
that the principal caufe of the increafe,
was the extenfion of our trade with the
TFrench dominions, which' fome members
{eemed fo little inclined to fecure and fof-
ter, by meafures which appeared to him
beft fitted for the purpefe.

He reminded the committee of an ar-
gumenty which had, on former occafions,
been much p‘reﬂi'd by feveral mercantile
members, for encouraging our own navi-
gation; to wit: that American veflels,
“from a fpirit of enterprize, and a unifon
between private and public interefts, would
explore new fields of commerce, and new
markets for our produce, which foreign
carriers would leave unattempted. The
trade to China opened by American vef-
fels, had been often alcribed to this caufe.
Mr. M. faid the argument feemed to be
countenanced alfo, by the prefent ftate of
our mediterranean trade ; which had, fince
our independence, been confined by the
Barbary corfairs to foreign bottoms. Pre-
vious to the revolution, when American
veflels could be the carriers, the trade was
very confiderable.  Since the exclufion of
our veffels, though' the carriage of our
produce is fafe to Britifh, and feveral other
foreign’ veflels, yet this branch of trade
had.withered as much as-moft others have
grown. In 1790, the exports cleared for
the mediterrancan, were but 31,726 dol-
lars; and in the year following, the im-
ports no more than 11,522 dollars.

Thirdly. Another effe® incident to
the propofed meafure, would be zn addi-
tional encouragement to domeftic manu-
fattures.

A gentleman from Maffachufetts (Mr.
Dexter) had faid, he could read no fuch
tendency in the propofitions.  Mr. M.
Thought it impoffible to read the propo-
fitions with attention, and not perceive,
that they muft have the like tendency
with the other means, by which manufac-
tures had been' promoted. = If the duties
already laid, were calculated to produce
this effe@, an increafe of thofe duties in
any inftance, muft have a tendency to in-
creafe the effe®. In anfwer t6 the ob-
jection that, a change in the /policy of
Great-Britain, might put an end to the
additional duties, and enfnare thofle who
fhould proceed under the influence of them,
he remarked, 1. That the fame might be
faid in fome degree of the regulations now
in force. A treaty with Great-Britain
might ftipulate changes which would af-
fe€t our manufaCturers. Bt as there was
a juft confidence, that the intcrefts of this
clafs of citizens would in this cafe be at-
tended to by the government ; it might
be expefted, that equal attention would
be paid to them, in any other cafe. ‘2.
The progrefs \of things in' this country,
and the probable acceffion of foreign ma-
nufaéturers, might be relied on to fupport,

whatever undertakings fhall have once got ;

a footing.

(Speech to be continued. )

NEW THEATRE.

THIS EVENING, March 8,
Will be performed,
A4 NEW COMEDY,

(never performed here but once) called

Every one hashis Fault.

To which awill be added,
A Comic Operay in two Aés, called

"The Poor Soldier.

With the original Overture and Accompa-
3 > niments. IS |
Boxks, ane dollar—PiTT, three quarters
of a dollar—and GALLERY, half a dollar,
Vivat Refpublica.

For Sale by the Subferibers,
h USCOVADO Suga: in hhds. & bbls.
Hyfon and Souchong Teas.
Sherry Wines, of fuperior quality, in pipes
and quarter cafks.
Spanith. Indigo.
Bofton Beef, in barrels.
And a fmall invoice of Muflins,
NALBRO’ & JOHN FRAZIER,
No. 164, South Front-fireet.
March 2. fmw4w

A Fourneyman Bookbinder

: WANTED,

Who can be recommended for his i
and fobricty—He may hear of employ by
applyingto Mr.HEx2 Y KaMMERER, No.24s
North Third=Qrest.

March 8. *dst
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