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UNITED STATES,

SALEM, FEeb. 23.

Fram the Weft Indic:.

We have very difagreeable accounts.—
Capt. Thos. Webb, arrived here laft weck
from St. Eunftatia, brings intelligence,that
the Britifh have adopted a policy towards
the neutral powers, which affeéts the A-
merican commerce in a very ferions man-
mer 3 that in purfuance of a proclamation
and inflroctionsof the Britifh court,bear-
mg date the *6th of November, which
Capt. Webb faw and read, the armed vef-
fels of that pation take all neutrals trad-
g to or from the French iflands, and
fend them into port for adjudication.—
Many veflelshave been fent into the En-
glifh ports in confequence of this order,
and wpumbers have been condemned at
Montfevat ; among which is the brig T'wo
Brothers, Endicot, of this port, and
fchooner Peacock, Blaney, of Marble-
head. The brig Hind, Putnam, of this
port, and the fchooner Rachel, Lie¢, of
Cape-Ann, were there, among others,
waiting a trial.

The Swedesand Danes fhare the fame
fate with the Americans.

‘We areinformed that the Britifh admit
the Americans freely into thofe Lrench
ports, which they have taken poffeflion of
1n Hifpaniola, upon the fame footing on
which the Britith themfelves trade there.
Their objeét i to reduce all the French
ilands this winter; and the preventing
their receiving fupplies from neutrals,they
confider as one principal mean of effeét-
ing it. Hence proceed the orders for
their depredations on nentral  commerce.

* We do not wifh to doubt the veraci-
ty of Capt. W. but we fhall not negleét
to inform the public, that no fuch procla-
mation as he fays he has feen, has ever
been publihed in the London Gazette,
from the 1ft of Nov. to the 7th Dec. &
that all the proclamations of the Britifh
court areinvariably publithed in thet Ga-
zette. ' We cannot at the fame time for-
bear mentioning, that many merchants in
Salem give no credit whatever to theintel-
ligence ; but on the contrary, inform that
letters were received by Capt. W. con-
taining - intelligence of a dire& contrary
nature,

BOSTON, Feb. 26.

IMPORT ANT MEETING!

The public have already been inform-
edof the meeting of the inhabitants of
this town, totake into confideration the
embarraflments under which ourcommerce
labours ; and of the appointment of a com-
mittee of ‘thirteen to report thereon.

On Monday laft, at 10 o’clock, that
committee made their report, in which
they ftated a pumber of embarraflments
under which our commerce generally, and
carrying trade in particular, now labours,

rand others which may be expected to a-
rife upon the arrival of peace.

Toeffeét a removal of thofe exifting,
and to guard thofe which may be appre-
thended in the event of peace among  the
European nations, the committee fubjoin-
ed fundry refolutions for the town to a-
dgpt ; the moft of which were only de-
claratory of certain principles and opini-
‘ons, ypon which to bottom one, recom-
mending a difcrimination againft Britain
and Spain, by impofing new duties on
their veffelsand goods.

After ‘the report was read, the debates
were opened thereon, by Mr. Ruffell,
‘Mr. Jones, Mr. Euftis, and Mr. Codman
who-were in‘the minority of the report-
ing committee; and who now oppofed
the report.  On the other fide it was fup-

rted by Dr. Jarvis, Mr. Morton, and

r. Auftin, who were in the majority
of the famecommittee. This debate, in
which, befide the above gentlemen, great
aumbers took apart, was continued un-
til near 2 o’clockP. M. when the town ad-
journed to meet at the Old-South Meet-
mg Houfe, at 3 o’clock, (theinhabitasts
who attended being too numerous for Fa-
neail-Hall) ‘when the debate was refum-
ed. and continued nntil dark : the town
then adjourned to ten o’clock, yefterday
morning, when the debate was again re-
fumed, and kept up with much {pirit, un-
til near one. :

The queftion’ was then taken upon this
motion : R Tt T

“ That the further confidgration of
the Report be zéferred without day”™

Axnd wpon a divifion of the houfe,there
appeared a yery large majority in favour
of theaeference.

T'lie mecting was then diffolved.

Never did we fee a fuller meeting :
and never were debates more fairly con-
duéted.” We cannot omit mentioning in
a particular manner, Mr. Otis, who took
a confpicuous part in the courfe of the
debate, in oppofition to the report ; his
fellow-eitizens did julticc to his abilities,
and eloquence.

The arguments ufed by the gentlemen
in-oppofition to the Report, difplayed an
extenfive knowledge of our commerce,its
natural and permanent advantages, as
well as its prefent embarraffments ; and
they were fo convincing, as to fatisfy a
large majority, that it was inexpedient for
the town to declare any opinion as to the
meafures proper to remove thefe embarraf-
ments; but rather to leave the whole bufi-
nefs with Congrefs, where it ought con-
ttitutionally to refide.

¢ The People” of the United States,
in the Conftitution which they have a-
dopted, have declared, that * Congrefs
fhall have the exclufive power of regulat-
ing Commerce with foreign nations”—
and ¢ the People” are deteimined to fup-
port the Conftitution !

The late Meeting has done, and will
do much good—TIt will ftrengthen the o-
pinions of our Delegates in Congrefs,and
convince them, that 45 long as they are
juft and patriotic, their conftituents will
fupport them. - It alfo fhews, that when
the mercantile and mechanic profeflions
have time to delibeiate, they fee their
beft interefts, and purfue them.

NEW-YORK, March s.
New-York Chamber of Commerce,
March 4. 1794.

THE Committee appointed by this
Chamber, to receive complaints of  un-
juftifiable vexation and f{poliation commit-
ted on our merchant veflels by the powers
at war,’ beg leave to report that they
have repeatedly met for the purpofe of
their appointment, and no “ evidence of
fpoliation” hath yet appeared to warrant
anapplication to the government, and but
one inftance of  vexation® in the cafe of
Capt. Harvey, which hath béen tranfmit-
ted to the Executive Department of the
United States.

W. NEILSON, Chairman.
A true extraét from the minutes,

W. LAIGHT, Sec’ry.

For the GazETTE of the Un1TED STATES.

REFORM IN PENAL LAWS.

Extrad from a Return made by the Grand
Fury to the Court of General Quarter
Seffions, beld in March 1794, in and for
the County of Philadelphia.

“ Among' the various-duties which the
Grand Jury have found itincumbent on them
to difcharge, the vifiting of the prifons forms
4 very important one. The polity of our
prifons for offenders, and our penal laws being

new, and effentially different from thofe of |

other places, we have been the moreatientive
to their effeds ; and it afords us much fatis-
factionin being able tofay, that we have found
order, decency, economy, and induftx s pre-
vailing throughout the hopfe—ftriét attention
to the moral condu& of the prifoners, and di-
vine .worfhip frequently performed. The
number of prifoners has greatly decreafed—
there are few or none of them who are not en-
gaged in fome ufeful and produétive employ=
ment, which not only begets habits of induftry
and order in the houfe, but qualifies them for
ufefulnefs when returned to fociety—at which
time the balance procured by their labour is
delivered to them, either in cloathing or mo-
ney, at the difcretion of the infpectors of the
prifon, While we contemplate this agreea-
ble change, it is with no lefs pleafure we find
the benefits to fociety, many and important.
The attention of the infpectors who have the
direction of the prifon, mesits our approba-
tion. !

The exertions of Captain Weed, the late
keeper (who fell a vidtim to his benevolent
exertions as a father and a friend during the
late afflicting ealamity ) in promoting the or-
der and fecurity of this place, alfo demands
our grateful acknowledgments: And whilft
we mention his fervices, we feel ita dufy to
notice the good order and management which
is ftill preferved under the fuperintendarce of
his Widow, who from the decsai® of her huf-
band until the prefent time, bas had the charge
of this place—and we cannot but recommend
her as a perfon well qualified under the prefent
order” O‘P that place, to perform the dutics
annexed to it.

Signed on behalf of the Grand Jury,
DANIEL THOMAS, Fereman.

A correfpondent takes the liberty of ob-

| ferving, that from the above ffatement may

b Len the hapoy ¢ 'n'l!c_-r v of the pen.' sde | it may {:fely be afferted, that there never

now aclopiad zad carried
Penalylvania.

By juit fiatements of +¥2 nioral obligaticus
and duuses of man,  good princ.ples are im-
preffed on the minds of thofe unfortunate
perions who for theiroffences againft the laws
of their country are fentcnced to confinement
at hard labor in the priforrat Philadelphia.—
By a rigid exclufion of fpirituous liquors, in-
toxication is there prevented—by a total fe-
paration of the fexes, corruption of- manners
1s avoidéd—Dby the provifion of proper mate~
rials, and a fin& attention to the manifadture
of them, habits of induftry are induced ; and
by the furplus preceeds of the conviéls labor
being carried to their eredit, and delivered to
therr at their difmiffion from the prifon, ei-
dier in clothes or maney (dedudling only the
mcerate charges that acerue from their fafe
keeping, and the cofls of their profcgution )
tiiy are not turned pennylefs and fans culottes
on fociety, and, compelled to refume their fe-
lonious pra&tices in order to avoid ftarvation,

The foregeing flagement further evinces the
e fe with which convils are Kept in confipe-
ment under a mild fyftens of punithment,
when a woman is equal to the place of keeper
of a gaol, in which are grouped the moft cor-
rupt and hardened offenders of the whole
ftate of Pennfylvania.

How much does this fa@ unfettle the opi-
nion fo lpng and fo generally entcrtained,
that no one was “prop.rly ‘quilified for the
office of Gaol-kéeper, but a Man of defperate

courage and a callous heart.

Lito o uration in

PHILADELPHIA,
1ARCH 8.

A letter from Bofton dated February
25, fays, That at the late Town meeting
there, it was judged there were 1800 per-
fons prefent—That on the queftion for
referring avithout day, the confideration of
the bufinefs before them, the numbers in
the aflirmative, were eftimated at feweloe
hundred—thofe in the negative at fix hun-

dred.

Ycflerday afternoon arrived in town,
from the army of the United States, Capt.
Eaton, with difpatches from Major-Cener-
al Wayne, to the Secretary of War, Capt.
Eaton left Head-Quarters the 22d of Ja-
nuary.

Extrat of aletter from an officer in “the

army; to his friend in this city,
Grenville, Jan. 21, 1704

eace, which has been the great with
of the Union, and which we have folicited
fo often witnout fuccefs, and heen reject-
ed by the belligerent tribes of Savages in
the: moft contemptuous manner, is now
offered to us, by one of thofe tiihes, #nd
will, I have no doubt, be joined by all.

“ A few days fince, a-white man, and
an Indian, appeared in the vicinity of this
cantonment, bearing a white flag. They
were received, by order of the Command-
er in Chief, and conduéed to his quarters ;
where they opened their bufinefs, and in-
formed that they came from the Delaware
nation, with propofals of peace—that they
were fan&ioned by the Shawanefe and o-
ther hoftile tribes, in their propofitions,
and wifhed to be informed if the General
would meet them upon thofe terms, and
fhut the bleody path. An anfwer was de-
ferred till the next day ; and in the mean
time, a gentleman was fent with the Indi-
an for two others, who had continued in
the woods about two miles from this
place,” and returned with them in the e-
vening.

“ A Council was held the next day,
and after the Indians had laid before the
Commander in Chief the purport of their
vifit, and had declared it to be the fincere
wifh of their brethren, to live in friendfhip
with their white brothers, and to clofe
the road to the further effufion of bleod ;
the council ended with an anfwer from his
Excellency, purporting that it was his wifl
to enter upon a treaty of peace—That
the Indians had fo often deccived us, it
was inpoffible to believe they were now
fincere—that if they were fo, they would
have no objeétion to his proceeding, and
eftablithing forts upon the banks of the
"Lakes, for their fecurity and his own,
where, whillt drinking the waters, he
would be better enabled to meet them ia
council, and conclude the good work—
and farther to teRify the fincerity of their
wifhes, he ‘infifted that the white prifon-
ers now in their nations fhould be brought,
accompanied by the head chiefs, to this
cantonment, in one month from the time
of the departuve of the faid Indians, to
which they conceded.”

P

From a Corrcfpondent
What is the caufe of the fall of Stocks?
enduires a_cobrelpondent—iurely not a
diminaticn in the quantify »f {pecie, for

was fo preat a quantity in the country be-
fure, as: at the prefent time—not to the
cnercaling quantity of paper for fale—for
it may fairly be prefumed, that the publi¢
fecurities are conttantly receding from the
maiiet, by being more and mere concena
tered in the hands of thofe . who prefee a
fteady income to the ureertainties and
fluGuations of commereial or other {pecu-
lations—not to the diminution of the pub-
lic.revenue,  and a leflening of the meaus
to fupport the public credit—for the re-
venue  enercafes annually—and notwith-

| ftanding all the vexations and fpoliations

of our commeree, it “is probably at thiis
moment progrelling--The variations, there-
fore'in the prices of ftocks are founded on
no. better bafis than the byeath of yumor—
but bafclefs as. it is—the Zulls and bedrs
bave. no other data: for their caleuld-
tions —Sat verbum Japienti.

From a London Paper. .
RecuraTion refpeding Bu-
RUALS 5, o

Frexcn

In the name of the French nation.

“ THE Reprefentatives of the People
with, the Departments of the Centre aud
the Wett, confidering that the French can
acknowledge no other privileged figns ex-
cept the Law, Juftice, and Liberty ; no
other Worfhip except that of Univerfal
Morality; no other Do&rine excepf that
of National Sovereigaty and Omnipe-
tence; confidering thar, if at the mo-
ment when the Republic folemnly declares
that fhe allows an equal protection to the
exercife of the worfhips of every religion,
it was lawful for every feQary to eftablith
on the public fquares, on the roads, in
the ftreets, the fokens of theit refpeétive
fects, to celebrate there their religious ce -
remonies, confufion and diforders would
enfue, therefrom in fociety, refolve as fol-
lows :

1. All the worfhips of the different
religions cannot be exercifed but in their
refpective temples.

2. The Republic, not acknow]edging
any general or privileged worthip, all the
religions tokens upon the roads, fquares,'
and all public places in general, fhall be
deftroyed.

3- It is forbidden, under pain of im-
prifohmeiit, ‘to all Minifters and Priefts,
to appear clad any where elfe but in their
temples.

4- In. every Municipality, all the de-
ceafed citizens, of what fe& foever, fhall
be carried, twenty-four hours after their
deéceafe, ‘or forty-eight hours in cafe of
fudden death, fo the place of common
burial, covered with a pall, on which fhall
be depicted Sleep ; accompanied by a pub-

| lic officer, furrounded by their friends clad

in mourning, and by a detachment of their
brothers n arms. X :

5. The common place where the afhes’
fhall repofe, fhall be remote from every
dwelling, planted with trees; under the
fhade of which, a ftatue fhall be raifed,
reprefenting Sleep, . All other figns or to-
kens fhall be deftroyed.

6. On the gate of this field, confecrated
by 2 religious refpe@ to the manés of the
dead, fhall be read this infcription—¢Death
is an everlafting fleep.”

7. All thofe who, affer their death,
fhall be judged by the Citizens of their
Commonalties to have well merited of their
country, fhall have on their tomb a ftone,
with garlands of oak.

8. The prefent refolutién thall be print-
ed; and ftuck upin all the extent of the
Department, addrefled to all thé diftrics,
which fhall tranfmit it to all the Council-
General of the Commions, and to the Rec-
tors, who fhall be refponfible 1 cafe (of
non-execution, -

(Signed) “ FOUCHE.”

Nevers, Oftober 19 .

The above refolution needs no obferva-
tions. It is a death-blow aimed by rep-
tiles at revealed religion, and as fuch its
?;]nl'equcnccs'can be hurtful only to them-

clves.

05 The Editor bhoreof acknowledges
ith grateful fenfations, the Javors of his
advertifing friendse ~ Six hundred of the
Gazeite are now flruck off daily. “Thiir
exterifive, and diffant, as twell as local iir:
culation, in addition to the encreafing num-
bery embolden the Editor to Solicit a conti-
nuation of advertifing patrenage,

The Eaftern mail duc vefterday, and
the Southern and Eaflern nmils due this
day, are not arrived.

« Examiner” is neceffarily poftponed
till Monday. ;
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