Jhe commerce between her fubje@s, and
our citizens, to-a bluitering bullying con-
du&—to a vain parade of military prepa-
ratious, which may furoih fome nations
with matter for ridicule, and the enemies
of our growing ftrength with a hint of an
ealy. and effeétual method of involving us
in ruinous expénces.Bir, if a declaration
of war had been made By Britain, or by
Congrefs, then the arguments ufed by
fome gentlemen againit the relolutions
would have weight with me—but as thofe
geatlemen, from what, till within a few
days, had fallen from them, appeared as
averfe to waras 1 am, ¥ cannot believe that
they will agree to a déclaration of war;
and without fuch a declaration, 1 fee no
reafon to be diverted from an attempt to
regulate our commerce, and in that man-
ner, efpecially, Sir, which it was the with
of our fellow-citizens it fhould be regulat-
ed; awilh, to which I think we owe the
production of the Federal Government,
and the extftence of this Houfe.

Mr. Lyman fpoke nearly as follows :

The difcuffion of this queftion hath al-
ready engrofled much time. It hathbeen
poftponed. I was in favor of a poftpone-
ment becaufle, Sir, I then thought, I now
think the houfe were not in pofleflion of
all the information and premifes neceflary
to guide their determination on all the re-
folutions propofed. It was then {aid, Sir,
that although we had aggravated com-
plaiats againft Great Britain, fhe could
not befo infatuated asnot to render juftice;
that thofe injuries were in atrain of nego-
ciation and that it would be rafhnefs and
tolly to interrupt them. I confefs, Sir,
that this reafoning had its weight with
me ; but the cafe now affumes a different
face. Is there any gentleman that fill
doubts of the hoftile and mad intentions of
that nation. Their aggreflions have en-
creafed : they meditate ftill more, and
have denied us in an unequivocal manner
any compenfation ; they have added infult
to injury. Ido not fay thefe thiggs with
a view to fire the public mind to refent-
ment—that is alraady done to fuch a de-
gree as to want the rather to- be allayed
and given a proper dire€tion. But it has
been faid, Sir, that inftéad of that firm
front of defence which the danger of our
fituation requires, thefe refolutions are
important and trifling—mere pap. I can-
not think, Sir, this language is any com-
pliment to the underftandings of either
the community, or this houfe, or even
the gentlemen themfelves, who fo zealonf-
ly oppofe them. If they arc infignifi-
cant as the gentlemen declare them they
ought wholly to be difregarded.  No, Sir,
they are yot infignificant ; they prefentus
with apart at leaft of a juft and temperate
defence againft a nation that with unac-
countable enmity plunders and infults
us. If they are infignificant, I am con-
tent to be undéceived, as not compre-
hending them. I do not intend at this
time to go into a minute confideration of
the general nature of the refolution ;
that hath already been amply done, and I
am convinced, and cannot be afraid to ha-
zard my opinion to the public, that it 1s
founded in immutable natural principles,
that will ftand the teft of time. There
cannot be a plainer explanation than reci-
procity of advantages in mavigation and
commerce.

It is for our intereft to counteratt the
commercial regulations of other nations
by thofe of our own ; to repel their fa-
brics and manufactures from our country,
and to replace them with our own. We
have both the right and the power to do
it. ‘Thefe are truths that have been al-
ways acknowledgedin this country. Con-
viction of their importance was one among
the caufes which produced the prefent
conftitution. We have hitherto forborn
the exercife of thisright. 1do not pre-
ted to arraign the motives, 1 believe they
were good, becaufe, Sir, I recolle&t that
our commerce and navigation for fome
years until late hath been profperous ; al-
though owing perhaps lefs to permanent
* than adventitious caufes ; to the fame cau-
fes poffibly which now confpire te opprefs
and defpoil it, and threatena total diffo-
lution. Was this not the cafe, I could
have been content, nay I would have pre-
ferred fill further forbearance ; but the
evils ave alarming ; fomething is unavoid-
ably neceflary to be done, and as no gen-
tleman propofes any fubftitute for the pre-
fent fyltem contemplated, I find mylelf
compelled to endeavour to make the beft
of this, with a firm reliance and perfuafi-
on that it will promote the peace and prof-
peiity of our country ; for I do not
thiok any thing we (hall do will have a

teadency to make Great Britain lefs hof- 4
tile or more friendly.

She has already convinced us, and eve-
ry one maft be convinced, that we'cannot
expect any thing from her moderation and

.juftice ; and T hope we {hall have nothing

further to fear from her force. - I hope,
Sir, and I believe this meafure will attach
and encreafe the number of our friends
and diminith and confound our enemies ;
for I can by no means f{ubfcribe to the
dotrine, that a national charafter. is
wholly abftracted from all fenfation of be-
nevolence, gratitude, humanity,—virtues
that fo highly adorn indiviinal charaéters.
Thefe, Sir, are my impreflions ; the re-
fult of a cautious and even anxious invef-
tigation, in which I have endeavoured
not to be tranfported by ecither paffion or
prejudice—but to obey the calm dictates
of my underftanding, with that inde-
pendence and [teddinefs which is indifpen-
fible. ( To be continued.)

January 30.
( Mr. Madifon’s Speech concluded.)
Mr. H’s letter he obferved, clofed the

correfpondence on the fubject of commer-
cial arrangements, being juftly confidered
by the executive as a final proof, ‘that the
pewers of Mr. H. were incompetent, and
irrelative to the objeét ; and that it would
be improper to open a formal negociation
with him, under them. His inftrutions
might be a rule and a warrant to himfelf,
but not being even-exhibited, could be no
evidence of his authority, to the executive.
And his plenipotentiary commiffion in the
ordinary form, could never be underftood
as relating to the fpecial objects he pro-
pofed to difcufs.  According to the ufage
of nations, a fpecial commiffion is, in fuch
cafes, always furnifhed and required. Mr.
M. was perfuaded, that no fovereign in
Europe would liften for a moment to fuch
a claim as that of Mr. H. and that the
Britifh court would have been offended
at fuch an one from an American minifter.
He thought therefare that the executive
had equally confulted dignity aud pru-
dence, in filently droppiug thg fubjeét in
the fame manner they did, until Mr. H.
fhould receive and produce adequate pow-
ers in the accultomed form; as might rea-

difpofed to meet the United States, inan
amicable arrangement of tommerce, by
treaty. -

That the conftru&ion put by Mr. H.
on his powers, was inadmiffible, appeared
to Mr. M. to refult from theconftru@ion
itfelf. * Either the general plenipotentiary
commiffion was tg be taken in the techni-
cal and limited fenfe in which it is appplied
to the ordinary diplomatic ohjects of a
ftationary public minifter ; or, in a literal
fenfe, without regard to fueh limitation.
In the former fenfe, it clearly does not ex-
tend to négociations for a treaty. ' In the
latter fenfe it would extend to the conclufi-
on of a treaty, and not merely to negocia-
tion, as Mr. H. explains and limits.

Mr. M. adverted next to the ftate of
the correfpondence relating to the treaty
of peace. It appeared, he obferved, that
as long ago as the 29th of May, 1792,
the Secretary of State had addreffed to
Mr. Hammmond, a full explanation of
our rights and demands, under that treaty
—that on the 2d.June, Mr. Hammond"
informed the Secretary, that he ‘fhould-
tranfmit it without delay for the confider-’
ation of his court ; and accordingly /did
forward it in the courfe of a few days; that
on the 13th Nov. 1792, previous to the
prefent meeting of Congrefs, Mr. H, was
defired by the Secretary, in purfuance of
a charge from the Prefident; to let him
know whether an anfwer could yet be
given to the letter of May 29, 1782; Mr.
H. replied that it could not, ; but that
he was confident the delay was to be af-
cribed to the continuance of the caufe al-
luded toin a former anfwer to a fimilar re-
queft.

The caufe alluded to was the interefting
pofture of things in Europe, which it
was faid, had diverted the attention of the
Britifh government to objeéts of a more
prefling nature ; and this confideration
had been urged by feveral members, as
an apology for the filerice obferved towards
the United States. Mr. Madifonthought
very differently. The interval between
the receipt of the letter written by the
Secretary in May 1792 ; and the acceffi-
on of Great Britain to the war againft
France, had been fufficient for the pur-
pofe of preparingand fending the proper
mftru&ions to Mr. H. Mr. M. added,
that the profpeét of being engaged in new

controverfies of a more ferious kind in-

fonably be expected, if his court was duly.

ftead of julkifying an inattention to an ex-
ifting one, ought to have quickened the
efforts for'a previous fettlement of the lat-
ter. This is the courfe di®ated-by pru-
dence, to nations as well as to individuals;
and where a right difpofition concurs, it
is the natural courfe.

It had beeii mentioned as a further rea-
fon againft the commercial propofitions,
at this time, that they might draw upon
us the refentments of the Combined pow-
ers. Mr. M. could fee no ground for
fuch an apprehenfion. The Combined
powers were pretty fally occupied with
France ; they could have no pretext for
concerning  themfelves with us, in a cafe
where we did not concern ourfelves with
them ; and there was the lefs room for
imagining that the combination could
mifconftrue the meafure into an offence
againft them ; ‘as two of the parties, Pruf-
fia and the United Netherlands weére in
treaty with the United States, and are
favored by the propofitions.

7. 1t was finally contended that admit-
ing our fituation to be fuch as had been
defcribed, the mode propofed was an ob-
jeCtionable one.

Mr. M. {aid he had no predileétions for
the mode that could prevent his giving
a ready preference to a better, if a better
fhould be offered. And unlefs it {honld
be faid, that the Legiflature ought to ad-
journ without doing any thing for the
public relief, he thought it incumbent on
thofe who objeéted to one propofition to
fubftitute another that would be lefs ob-
jetionable. By this he meant a propo-
fition not merely better in itfelf; but one
that would probably be thought fo, both
within and - without doors; and be more
likely to coincide with the fentiments of
every part of the union, as well as to con-
ciliate a majority of voices in the public
councils.

The firlt queftion,he faid, was whether
any thing ought to be done. If this be
decided in the affirmative, as he prefum-
ed to be the«lenfe of a majority of the
committee—and if war was nct in con-
templation as of courfe was taken. for
granted ; the next queftion could only lie
between negotiation, -and commercial re-
gulations. Negociation it had been fhewn
was in no train, or profpe, that could
jultify veliance on it. Commercial regu-
lations alone remained. - They would' be
pacific in. their operation.
the means beft fuited to the temper of our
conftituents.  And he fincerely believed,
that, If judicioufly framed, they would be
more likely to anfwer the reafonable pur-
pofes of the community, than any others
that could be propofed.

Congrefs of the United States.

—_—
IN SENATE, 4
Friday, March 7th, 1794.

On motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Fofter be the joint
committee for enrolled bills on the part of
the Senate, during the abfence of Mr.
Vining. - :

Ordered, That the Secretary nofify the

Houfe of Reprefentatives thercof.
* \The bill fent from the Houfe of Re-
préfentatives for concurrence, entitled,
“ an a& making appropriations for the
fupport of government, for the year one
thoufand feven hundred and ninety four,”
was read the third time.

Riefolved, That this bill pafs asamend-
ed.—

Ordered, That the Secretary defire the
coneurrence of the Houfe of Reprefen-
tatives in the amendments to this bill.

On motion,

Refolved, That Mr. King, Mr. Lang.
don, and Mr. Strong, be a committee to
join with fuch committee as the Houfe of
Reprefentatives may appoint on their part
to conficler and report what bufinefs is ne-
ceffary to be done by Congrefs in the pre-
fent feflion, and what part of the bufi-
nefs now depending may be without great
inconvenience, poftponed until the next
feflion ; that the proceedings may be fo
regulated as to clofe this feffion by the
ficft‘Monday in April next.

Ordefed, That the Sccretary commu.
nicate this refolution to the Houfe of Re-
prefentatives and requeft the appointment
of a joint committee on their part,

A meflage from the Houfe of Repre-
fentatives by Mr. Beckley their Clerk :

¢ Mr. Prefident—The Houfe of Re-
prefentatives have paffed a bill, entitled
“ an aét to prohibit the canying on the

Slave T'rade from the United States to |'

any foreigo place or country,” alfo a bill,

They - were |

entitled, “'an a& limiting the time for
prefenting claims for deftroyed certificates
of certain defcriptions,” in which bills
feverally they defire the concurrence of
the Senate.”’—And he withdrew.

The Seuate refumed the fecond read-
ing-of the bill * in addition to the a& for
the punifhment of certain crimes againft
the United States,” together with the a-
mendments reported by the committee,
and after progrefs, the further confidera-
tion thereof was poftponed.

Mr. Fofter reported from the commit-
tee for enrelled bills, that they had ex-
arhined the bill, entitled * anac for the
remiffion of the duties arifing on the ton-

nage of fundry French veffels which have

taken refuge in the ports of the United
States,” and that it was duly enrolled.

A meffage from the Houfe of Repre-
fentatives by Mr. Beckley their Clerk :

¢ Mr. Prefident—The Speaker of the
Houfe of Reprefentatives having figned
an enrolled bill, I am direéed to bring
it to the Senate for the fignature of the
Vice-Prefident.”—And he withdiew.

The Vice-Prefident*figned the enyolled
bill laft reported to have been examined,
and it was delivered to the committee to
be laid before the Prefident of the United
for his approbation.

Mr. Fofter reported from the commit-
tee on eniolled bills, that they  this day
laid the laft mentioned enrolled bill before
the Prefident of the United States.

The bill fent from the Houfe of Repre-

fentatives for concurrence, entitled, “ An

act to prohibit the carrying on the flave

trade from the United States to any fe-
reign place or- country”’—was read the
firft time.

Ordered, That this bill pafs to the fe-
cond reading.

The bill fent from the Houfe of Re-
prefentatives for concurrence, entitled,
 An act limiting the time for prefenting
claims for deftroyed certificates of certain
dcfcriptions”—-was‘read the firft time.

Ordered, That this bill pafs to the fe-
cond reading.

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock on
Monday morning.

Monday, March 10.

The Vice-Prefident laid before the Se-
nate a letter from his Excellency Jofiah
Bartlett, Governor of the ftate of New-

Hamplhire, enclofing the remonftrance of -

the Legiflature of that flate, againft the
determination of the Circuit Court for

the Diftri& of New-Hampfhire, held at

Exeter on the 24th day of O&ober 1793;
which letter and papers referred to were
read.

On motion,

Ordered, That they be committed to
Mr. Livermore, Mr. King, and Mr. Lang-
don, to confider and report thercon to
the Senate.

The bill, fent from the Houfe of Re-
prefentatives for concurrence, entitled,
‘“ An aét to prohibit the carrying on the
{lave trade from the United Srates to any

foreign place or country,” was read the _

{econd time.
Ordered, That the further confidera-
tion thereof be the order of the day for

’| Wednefday next.

Agreeably to the order of the day the
bill “to ere& a light-houfe on the head-
land, and Cape of Hatteras ; and a light-
ed beacon on Occacock Ifland in the ftate
of North-Carolina,” was read the fecond
time and amended.

- Ordered, That this bill pafs to the
third reading.

On motion,

That the petition of Francis Mentges,

prefented the 12th of February laft, be

referred to a committee.
It paffed in the negative.

A meflage from the Houfe of Repre-

fentatives by Mr. Beckley their clerk: -
M. Prefident—The Houfe of Re-
prefentatives concurin the amendments of
the S_enate to the bill, entitled, « An a&
making appropriations for the fupport of

government for the year one thoufand fe--

ven hundred and ninety-four”’—

‘¢ They alfo concur in the refolution of
the Senate of the 7th inftant appointing a
joint committee on their. part. '

“ The Prefident of the United States
hath votified the Houle of Reprefentatives,
that he did on the 7th inftant approve.

and fign the a&, entitled, * An a& for

the remiffion of the duties arifing on the
tonnage of fundry French veffels which,

have taken refuge in the ports of the U-.
nited States—

And he withdrew. - .
The Senate refumed the fecond reading

of the bill, in addition to the a& for.

.
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