s derive her fupply of thefe artigles alfo

Tar and Pirch : Britain ufed foﬁneﬂ} ar i’o\;ﬂtudc to protett them againft thofe. ’
' kom the Baltic, principally from chﬂ'@nﬁ’i

aud " the fame might be done hereafter.

Indiga : This can be had from the Eatt-

Indies, from all parts of the Weft-Indies,

including the colonies of the Spaniards,

Portuguele and Dutch on this ontinent :

Great quantities of it, and of good qua-

lity, are.produced in. St.. Domingo and-
Guatimala.  Tobacco : . ‘This article is

raifed in the Ukraine and other fouthern

partsof Europe ; in the Floridas) parts

of South America, and in the Weft-In-

“dia Iflands. It was true the tobacco of
this country was fitter for certain purpo--
fes than that of other countries; thefe
particular kinds might find their way to a

market, ctherwife fufficiently fupplied,

or even having a furplus.  Rice was form-

erly ‘carried to Great Britain in great

quantities from the levant and the Eaft-

Indies ; fome is raifed id Spainand Italy ;

All the Spanith and Portuguefe Colonies’
are fitted for it { A confiderable quantity
is raifed in the Brazils. Potand Pear/
Afb :  Lefs than thirty years ago Great
Britain was {upplied with this article from

other countries, viz. Ruffla, Germany,
Sweden, Denmark, and Spain. The

Barbilla of Spain is faid to be a fubftitute

for it.

The gentleman, as well as others, had
* mentioned the baneful effelts of the credit
“given by the Britith merchants.  Credit,
like othergood things, was liable to abufe.
“Dr. Franklin who well knew the cir¢cum-
“ftances of this country, bequeathed a
_part of his eftate to be loaned out to
young tradefmen ad mechanics ; he
thought well of credit, and his teftimony
of its utility o'ught to rerove fo.mc of
the prejudices againft it. If credit had
prodiced pernicious effe@ts’ in Virginia,
as the member from that ftate had repre-
fented, ‘it was certain that it had produced
wholefome effefts in other flates: Why
thé fame caufe fhould produce fuch dif-
forenteffets in different parts, he fhould
not inquires

As toits fuppofed influence on the bor-
rowers, in creating an undue dependance,
that remark had been well anfwered alrea-
dy : In"trath the borrower was, under
certain circumftances, more apt to become
the eneniy, than the:dependant of the,
lesider: f ;

An apprehenfion had been entertained
by the gentleman, that the "exifting com-
mereial cohnéxion with Britain would pro-
mote monarchical principles in this coun-
-try; and yet the profefled obje@ of the
sefolutions was to compel Great Britain
.t6 enter into a commercial treaty with us,
.and thercby ftrengthen and ‘extend the
commercial ties which already exifted :
The refolutions were, moreover, defign-
ed to induce the emigration to this coun-
try of thoufands of Britifh manufaturers
who would naturally bring their monar-
chical principles along with them. But if
a cotnmercial intercourfe with the doqu-
nions of a monarch were pregnant with
fuch eyils, we-ought to abandon our trade
avith Spain, Portugal and Ruffia, as well
“as’ ‘Britain, and confine it to the Swifs
Cantons and ‘other Republics. Such ap-
prehenfions, however, be could not but
confider as a poor compliment to the dif-
pofitions and character of the American .
people. . They were too much attached
to Republican government and to their k-
berties to be expofed to the danger of lo-
fing eithe: the one or the other by their
intercoutfe with any foreign nation what-
ever.

After fome further remarks Mr. Smith
concluded with faying, much apology is
due to the committee for having fo great-
ly abtfed their patience ; but when I con-
fider that the propofed meafures, unlike
common legiflative aéts which can be re-
pealed at pleafure, when found injurious,
muft be deemed the corner ftone of a new
commercial Conflitutionwhich being once laid
we muft at all hazards duild upen or be
difgraced, 1 am prompted by the ftrongeft
injunctions of duty to fuggelt every confi-
deratiofi which may induce the committee
to ponder ferioufly before they adopt
them. My oppofition is ftimulated by a
further confideration : Refpeting a dif-
¢ric which mcludes an important commer-
cial city and a_territory producing a {ta-
ple valuable and bulky, many of whofe
proprictors have notyet eme.rged from the:
debts incurred by a ravaging war, and
whofe welfare dependson a ready vent for

- their p'rod'u&ions a8 wellas a cheap fupply

of the indifpenfible articles of forcign ma-
nufacture, I fecl a weighty refponhibility
on my mind on this occafion-and a peculi-

t ;%Mgme?t,gfépm@qu'frm the pro-

fitions, and which will operate againlt
- my conftituents like a two-cdged fwo:}; .
by obftruing the export of their produce
and rendering more unattainable their ne-
celfary fupplies,

—— N ——e.

Iu Committee of the whole on Mr.w =
Dayton’s I_Evg/'duﬁam'. ’

embarrafiments axd diftrefics which appean,

(coNTINYED.)
Friday, Marc: 27.

Mr. Dayton firlt rofe in fupport of his_
propofitions. ~ When he brought them:
forward he did not-accompany them with
many obfervations, ‘becaufe he was then’
laboring under indifpofition.  The fame
caufe would render him very concife now..

T'he injuries and infults we have fuffer-.

ed from Great Britain, he conceived, need
not be dwelt upon—they are well known
and it is. univerfally dcknowledged, that
we ought to adopt fuch mealures as
would icreen us from a repetition of them
and {ecure to us reparation. The refolu-
tions he had brought forward he intended
as part of that {yltem of defence and pre-
fervation, other portions of which had
already received the fanétion of the houfe.
Thefe refolations, he' conceived, would
not be the leaft efficient part of ‘that fyf
tem.. 4 !
* He'believed that when fhe conduét of
Great Britain is reviewed, it would be
found, that it is treating their: fubjects
with great lenity to fpeak of {equeitia-
tion only, we fhould be warranted in con-
fifcating, for they have {ubjected our pro-
perty to condemnation, without. an ap-
pearance of an intention to indemnify.

As to reftitution of the property of
which we have been plundered on the high
feas it is impoffible. It is condemued,
fold and fcattered, and no hope can be
entertained that they intend to imdemnify
our fuffering citizens. If it had been
their intention to indemnify, their court,-
in - explanation of the inftruttions of the
6th of November, would net have given
orders to condemn veflels detained in ful-
pence in the Weft Indies until the ehuci-
dation was reccived. i

Since: then reftitution is inipoffible; and
not a fhadow of hope exifts that indem-*
nification will be granted, we have only
to determine whether we fhall give up
the property of which we have been plun-
dered or claim it with effeét ; claim it and
enforce the claim,byfhewing that we have
the means of retaliation within our pow-
£r i

After the proceedings of ‘the Britith
towards us, he believed we fhould have
been warranted in confifcating the proper-
ty now propofed to be fequeltered, with-
out negociation. This would have been
meting to them as they meted to us.

If fequeftration is hoftility, (as he had
heard it called) what, he afked, is con-
demnation ? Befides theéy have impreffed
American citizens into their {fervice. We
haye reafon to believe, he: concluded by
remarking. from the negoeiation of our
Minifter with Lord Grenville, from pri-
vate information on the table of Congrefs
and from the condu@ of fome of their
officers, high in command, that to make
war on us, is part of their {yftem.

Mr. Smith (Maryland) faid he always
had wifhed for peace, as the firft defide-
tatum. With this view, agreeable to
the wife recommendation of the Prefident
he agreed to thofe meafures calculated to
put the country in a pofture of defence.
This was the beft mode of fecuring peace.
With the fame view he propofed an em-
bargo to be laid, which would have drawn
to our ports the remainder of our mari-
time pofleffions, and have left them: no
longer within the grafph of a nation,
whofc only rule of right is the meafure of
her power.

He ftill withed, aslong as a fhadow of
hope exifts, to fecure the bleffings of
peace.  With the refolutions now offered,
he was of opinion that we might yet
have peace; but without them 'we fhall
certainly have war. They will arreft 20
millions of dollars in our hands, as a fund
to reimburfe the 3 or 4 millions which. we
have been fiript of by that piratical nation
Great Britain, according to the inftruc-
tion of that king of fea-robbers, the Le-
viathan which aims at fwallowing all that
floats on the acean, that monfter whofe
only law is power, and who neither re-
{pets the rights of nations nor the pro-

@

<. This charaller the nation he had men-

St. LEaftatia,when they.-robhed their allies
the Dutch, & their generals & admirals
turned vendue-mafters and condutted the
plundering, to colleét rewards for their
exploits. s ; i
Is it from fuch a nation, he afked, that
we are to hope for juﬂ‘u:e.’ They know
not what juftice is.. It isf{aid, that they
Thewed their love of juftice, when they
{0 liberally compenfated the tories after
their war with us. Tho’ they delpife
traitors, yet felfintereft will lead them
to.reward. the treachery, to encourage a
principle which may again be ufeful to
them;; felfsintereft, then and not jultice
attuated them on that as on every other
occafion, _ i
Let us pafls the refolutions, then fend
an envoy to-Great «Britain and ‘we fhall
have peace. 'We fhall ‘then be able to
fpeak to them of their intereft. . But if
war fhould be the inevitable iffuc, Ame-
ricans, he was fure, would meet it like
men, rather than {fubmit to infult and fuf-
fer the honor of the country to be prof-
trated. ' i
If we were able while in infancy asa
nation to affert our rights, will it be faid,
that now we have arrived at d ftate of
masnhdod, we thall fear them ?: No !
—OQur young men burn for an gpportunity
to defend the Liberty, Rightsand Pro-
perty of their Country ! They, will ftep
as one, and meet the event, like men.
He read a quotation from Vatel to fhew
that a nation has a right to' pay her citi-
zens for loffes inflicted by another.mation
cotitrary to right, by confifcating the pro-
perty belonging to,the citizens of that na-
tion, The tie of intereft, he concladed
by remarking, is the ftrongeft tie we have
upon Great Britain, - Let us pafs the re-
folution, and that nation will never again
give us caufe to' pafs 2 fimilar one.  The

done right. ~ The nations of ; Europe. will
rejoice to fee this power which is commit-
ting depredations on all nations humbled.
The refolutions, he obferved, do not re-
gard the property in-the funds, to touch
this is not one of the means of retaliation
warranted by the law of nations, public
contracts thould be facred.

Mr. Boudinot faid he had not intended
to take part in the debate at this early
ftage of it ; but what-had fallen from the
member laft up convinced him that the
houfe fhould not go into a confideration of
the fubject at thistime. It fhould be con-
fidered with coolnefs and all paffions put
out of the queftion.

No doubt we have a right to make re-
prifals, as the legiflature has a right to
declare war, but he doubted whether the
United States in' their prefent fituation
would find it their intereft to go into fuch
meafures.  The authority read from Va-
tel by themembet laft up, he obferved, made
again{t that member’s opinion. Vatel ex-
prefsly fays, that reprifals thould not be
made on property entrulted to public faith,
The debts of Britifh fubjects here are in
that predicament. He had heard that
gentleman' not long fince with pleafure,
expatiate with warmth on the advantages
of credit, efpecially to this country, fhould
that eredit be deftroyed, he afked, by de-
ftroying the confidence of foreigners in our
faith ? But even if this retaliation is lawful
will it be the interefl of the, citizens, or
rather the government to take fuch a ftep
at the prefent time? We have no doubt
been cruelly treated ; but have we made
proper application for redrefs,and received
an anfwer 2 We fhould firft fend a {pecial
envoy and infift on an immediate aniwer,
this would be the mode of fecuring peace,
at leaft it offers the beft chance of fecuring
it,

The aggreflions on our commerce made
by Great Britain, are no doubt enpugh to
roufe any American’s feclings, but the le-
giflature ought not to be fwayed by paffi-
ons, they fhould difculs the fubject calm-
ly and deliberately.  He hoped the com-
mittee would rife, and allow time, at leaft
ta take the neceflary meafurcs of defence ;
for ‘eould the ]egi(faturc, juftify to their
conftituents this ftep of retaliation, fheuld
immediate hoftilitics, warlike hoftilitics, be
the confequence? To juitify a meafure of
this kind, time fhould be given for the
defenfive fyftem adopted, to be carricd
into operation. ;

Mr. Mercer next fpoke. He owned
the meafures propafed, appeared'to him
great and momentous, and had he ‘any

perty of individuals.

people out of dogrs will fay that we have

tioned, had {long"" ferve vy proofs |
might be cited in &wt oﬁ;hp}a!' ion |-
—he would only xefer to their canduét at |

“calmly &

The propofition is to airell, not confifcate

+the debte due to- Britifh fubje@ts.  From

+his recolle@tion of the pofitions eftablifhed
by the beft jurifprudential writers, no dont
remained in his mind that we have a clear
right to fecure to ‘ourfelves reparation in
that way ; and in our predicament, ‘con-
filcation, even, would be warranted, and
by a point as snmly elablifhed as any
principle which has the general pradtice
of nations for a bafis. . One of the lateft;
Binkerfhock, is of upinion that debits are
property as well as any th;ng elfe, and
{ees no‘reafon why they fhould not as well
as other kinds of property be feized to fe-
cute indemnity for injurfes. This is the'
opinion of Wolfigs, of Vattel, Grotis and
of his commentator. He. could Zo on;
he faid; with along kit of authorities, and
refer to actual treaties to fhew' that it has
been the practice of nations.  Having ef-
tablithed: the right, he proeceded’ to con-
fider the expediency of the' meqﬁtions.
Gentlemen, he hoped, did pot wifh that
we Thould tpake a folemn detlaration of
wat before we adted, This is no Jonger
the cuftom among natious ; it would be a
pompous difplay of candor which no lon-
ger exifts. . Has any nation in the prefent
European war premifed their operations
by a déclaration? No, their firft fiep was
to do all the injury in their power to their
eneini¢s.  Then we having taken what
fteps will beft tend to our fecurity, and
givé us the beft hold of ' our enemiy, let us
not, however, loofe fight of a fettlement
by negociation ; Jet us thew mankind that
peate is our firlt wifh. " '

When we-are this prepared let us fep
forward to an amicable negociation s let
us call on the executive to fend forward
fome proper perfon to the court of Great
Britain, to #ffure. them ‘that we have a
high fenfe of the injury done us, that we
have it in otir power to refent it, but wifh
to fee the difference fettled by receiving
an indemnification. We fhall'then make
it their interelt as well as duty to allow it.

This he conceived to be the line of con-
duét we fhould advat if we wilhed to pre- \
ferve the wellern hemifphere from tire‘
{courges that defolate the old world. - By
fome. fuch meafure as that propofed we
fhould make their motives for peace more
weighty, and we fhould give aflurances of
our amicable difpofition, by thewing ‘that
all.we wifh.is a jult compenfation.

1In a bufinefs of this kind he was fenfi-
ble of the danger of precipitation 3 thie bef
mode of arrefting the property ‘propofed
fhould be calmly weighed. - He believed
that fomething like the propofition made
by Mr. Smir(S. C. ) before the honfe
refolved itsfelf into a committeesa ftop to
all tranffers of Britith property, would be
proper as a preliminary ftep.

He concluded witlr fome: obfervations
on the refpect which nations however weak
will  command from their fuperiors in
ftrength by fhewing that they will not
fuffer impofition ; by joining heart -and
hand in defence of theirrights.  This fpir-
it, he was {ure, animates Americans, and
now their power is better able to keep pace
with that fpirit than when we humbled
that nation. At that time we ‘were in
our infancy,an infancy by nomeans thiriv-
ing under the trammels of the mother
country, and when they turned us adtift
and began their hoftile fpoliations they car-
ried with them all our means of defence;
but now, thank providence, we have {pirit
and power to defend ourfelves.—If the
gentleman from South Carolina, he  faid,
would modify his prepofition and ‘make
the term 30 days, it fhould have his affent
in preference to that now before the com.

mittee. (Gen. A4d.)

Mr. Smith 8. C. fuid that he had foggeft-
ed the propofition alluded to by the gentle-
man from Maryland, in order to afford fufe
ficient leifure for mature deliberation on the
fubjec of fequefiration. It was in-the na-
ture of an emnbargo, to arreft all transfers
until the queftion of féguefiration fhould be -
decided. As the propofiticn feemed to be
more zgreeable to fome members than the
other; he fhould lay it on the table when the
committee rofe. 3

The queftion now before the committee is
whether Britifh debts ought to be fequeftered,
as a pledge for indemnifieation to the fuffer-
s by unlawful eapturcs. | He regretted that
the two fubjeCls viere comedled ; cach cught
to be decided on it’s owa merits; the lagter
might give a weight to the former, which,
on confideraticn, it mipht be found not ig-

- trinficaily o deferve.

Mr. Smith'faid, if ever there was &

powers of declamation, he fhould think it }-

time when the crifis of affaire required- ' .



