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al honor with our national fafety.

* cominerce, (hould excite the moft un-
bounded refentment, or that in the mo-
| ment, our paffions fhould invite to a mea-
; fwe like the one propofed.  He was wil.
ling to admit the full force of the argu-
ments which fuggefted themfelves in its
favor: they had at the firlt glance made
an ' imprefiion on his mind. Comparing
. the circumftances «of this country with
‘thofe of othe commercial nations, added
/  weight to thisimpreflion : The commerci-
~al nations of Europe, with.whom we were
likely to quarrel, had Jarge fleets to prote&
| - theircommerce &4$¢ commit depredations
on our’s. They could therefore feize our
veffels, and we were not in that refpét upon
a_footmg ‘with them ; it feemed ‘therefore
| planfible at the-firft blufh that, if fuch nations
| feized our fhips and we could not retaliate on
\ theirs, we fhould be juftified in. laying our
hands on their property .of any defcription

! which was withm our reach,

This realcning, he faid, he was compelled
in candor,to admit, had no.inconfiderable
weight. " At the fame time, howeyer, he was
eompelled to declare, that ‘there was in his
mtind a facrednefs attached to the charader
of debts which fhiclded them from a pro-
ceeding of this kind; and which fuperceded
€every, other cotfideration, |

The gentleman Iaft up, had relied on the
authori'y’ of ancient foreign jurifprudence,
Mir.S. adititted, that the more ancient wri-
ters on the law’ of nations had fanctioned
this meafure ;- it was alfo true, that by the
anticat law of mations, the putting prifoners
to death wis warranted. Burlamaqut, 2 more
recénc writer, fays the confifcation of debts
is againfi_ the modern ufige and pradtice of
nations ; indeed the progrefs of civilization,
the improved ftate ofP comumerce; and refpect
for credit aad public faith, have abolifhed
this praciic 1o modern times. 2 4

) He did not believe a fingle inftance
could be cited of a-departure from this
principle - among - nations, which valued
commerce and credit.  In all ‘the moft
bloody and ferocious wars which had been
earried on-for near a century among the
different’ powers of Europe, ‘he' did not re-
colleét any precedent of this kind. Con-
wradts between the individaals of the bell:
gerent nations were always confidered as
out of the reach of the government';' and
even in cafes where all other property has
been {eized, deébts have always been {kreen-
ed from the gripe of confifcation.
During the late war, debts were pro-
tefted; South-Carolina, though roufed by
mjuries to the higheft refentment, though
the warmelt paffions were alive, while con-
filcating all other property,. left debts un-
touched, under the idea that private con-
tra&ls were facred.
This was not even done in a ftate of war
] ~—the meafure was much more objection-
} able before war was actually declared=—it
l : might have very ' different’ confequences
‘ from thofe contemplated. It had been
taid, that the adoption of the refolution
\ would be a means-of cbliging Great Bri-
tain to do us juftice, that it would ftrike
\ & terror among the {ubjeéts of that coun-
‘ try, and make them clamorous for a ref-
titution of .our property. ‘
_ It might, he feared, have different ef-
feis; it might exafperate the people of
that country, and unite them with their
f government 3 on the other hand, a for-
, bearance in this refpeét and a rejetion of
} this meafure might detach the people from
| the adminiftration, it'would convince them
that we refpected their private rights, that
we confidered .the aggrefsions as the adts
iy of their adminiftrators, that we cherithed
! peace and if war takes place, we are driven
1o it by the government.
This conduét would give effe& to our de-
\ mands and a refufal on their part would be
' Ao unpopular in Great Britain as to haften 2
change in their miniftry and produce another
more fricndly to this comntry. It would
put the government of that nation in the
| wrong not only in the eyes of ather nati-
‘-‘ ons but in the eyes of their own people ; and
this was 2 policy we ought to purfue,
Mr. 8. again adverted to his propofition

| fo any thing on this fubjedt, he recommend-
R «d a5 a fufficient provifion in the prefent exi-
| geney ; it would give time to deliberate on
J further ‘meafures, to take advantage of the
change of events in Europe which He be-
lieved would have great influence on the po-
licy of Great Britain towards the United-
States and bring forward a material change
either in the meafures of their adminiftra-
tion or in the adminiflration itfelf, in
which cafe we might expe®, withouta war,
a full. reparation for our wrongs. Under
thefe impreffions, if called upon to give his
“vote; he fhould be obliged to vote againft

L which, if the eommittee were determined to |

:

| the propofition s Deerhing eredit of the
it re- | higheft importance to this country, confir-
~{ dering it as conne@ed with its comme-
{ cial profperity—he deprecated the mea
< | fure" as one which would give a* fatal
; He was not furprized that the unpro-
| voked aggreffions.of Great Britain on.our:

.fhock to.it. He looked upon the prece-
‘dent as_a dangerous one from its tenden-
‘cy toinvolve us in future wars, “The ip-
terconrfe between the United States and.

. things create debts from the citizens of
 this country to thofe of others,” When-
_ever_any confiderable number of thefe
- debtors become embarraffed in' their cir-
cumftances, they will be ftimulated to im-
| broil us with the: ‘creditor nation,:in the
- hopes that a confifcation of fequeftration
| of debts may afford them relief., And
altho’ they might not expet a total dif-
charge, yet the profpect of being lefs
prefled for payment by the governmeént
than the creditor, would be a motive with
many.« © b
“He had obferved that fome members who
had advocated , the meafure fpoke with hor:
ror of. touching the public funds: for his
part, he did not fee much effential difference 3
if the oue is warrantable as a retaliation for
property taken,, he did not immediately fee
why the principle did not apply tothe other.
I the barrier be once broken down which
proteéts debts generally, he did not know to
what leagth the ptinciple by gradual ' exten-
fions might not:be carried, If there is a war
with, Britain, it is not improbable Holland
may be implicated: :if Britifh debts are con-
fifcated becanfe Great Britain feizés our vef-
fels, Dutch debts ought to be feized, if the
Dutch take ‘our veflels: if private debts

fhall-we confifcate what the Dutch lent us
during the war:or fince the peace ? they have
bought largely in our funds ; the fame prin-
ciple will warrdnt the feizure of that pro-
perty. ‘Tt will be difficult to draw the line,
if the ‘principle be, once admitted.” Mr, S.
alfo Gueftioned whether Cnngrefs had a right
by the Confitution, in time of peaee, to
meddje with private contraéts; he faw no

{ fuch power vefted in them by that inftrument

and before they exercifed it, they ought to
be well fatisfied that they poffelled it.

PHILADELPHIA,
MARCH: 29.

= *s New=York papers, reccived
by this day’s mail, do not .contain any .
news.

The report, that the fpeech of the King
of Great Britain at the opening of the
feflion ‘of ‘parliament, is in town—is aot
true.

From a Corrcfpondent.

The fequeftration of debts is a queftion-
able meafure 1n the minds of many, at leaft
untilthere-is a pofitive refufal on the part
of the Britith to make reftitution.

Such is the operation of the human
mind, that whenonce we give way to our
paffions and break over certain bounds, the
commiffion of one violent a& frequently
produces others of a higher nature than
thofe at firft contemplated ; hence the le-
giflature ought to weigh with great deli-
beration thofe meafures which have an
afpect to war.

Under our’happy Conftitution and Go-
vernment no man ever expefted to fee an
Aét violating Contraéts between man and
man, or one that would tend to injure our
National chara&er or future purfuits.

CONGRESS.

Houfe of Reprefentatives.
Thurfday, March 27.

Mr. Sedgwick brought in the following
report, which was read and committed.

The Committee, to whom it was referred,
to report the means of rendering the force
of the United States more efficient, after -
mature and deliberate confideration; have
unanimoufly agreed to report to the Houfe,
the following refolutions, as proper to be
adopted : :

RESOLVED,  That effe®unal meafiires
ought to be adopted to compleat the prefent
military eftablifhment of the United States,
and that provifion ought to be made that the
{ame may be kept full,

Refolved, That an additional corps of ar-
tillery, not to exceed 800 men, officers includ-
ed, and alfo including one chief, and four
affiftant engineers, ought to he raifed for gar-
rifoning the fortifications which are, or may
be erected for the defence of the fea coafts.

Refolved, That the Prefident be authori-
zed and empowered to call on the executives
of the feveral fates, to take effe@ual mea-
fures, as foon as may be, to organize and hold
in readinefs to march at a moments warning,
eighty thoufand effetive militia, (officers in-

cluded) to be apportioned to the flates ref-

foreign nations will* from the courfe of "

are feized, public debts ought to be feized ; |

3 moed i ‘,'- G .‘ 5 “,, n
pediively, in proportion to the whole fiamber
of white inhabitants—that is tofay: .
‘To the State of Georgia 1. %333
~ . vd =it South-Caroling : 385 50
%« North- Carolina 7331

“° " Kentucky 1532

Virginia ‘1%399

Maryland" 5418

Delaware . X256

Pennfylvania 10768

New-Jerfey 4318

~ New-York - 2971
Vermont . - 2139,

Conneéticut 5881

Rhode-Ifland 1697

Maflachufetts "~ 11885

New-Hampthire 354
mecs § B s e R i, 80000
i Which detachment of militia' fhall be of-

ficered, out of ‘the prefent militia 6ficers, or
.others, at the option. and difcretion of the
conflitutional authority of the flates, refpec-
tively, A AN P
e ‘R_éolwd, That any independent corps of
cavalry, artillery. or infantry may be accept-
ed; as part of the faid detachment of militia,
,provided they fhall voluntarily engag‘e ; and
provided the fame fhall be deemed eligible by
the Poefident. el mt o & o i B r &
Refolved, That the Prefident be defired to
requell the executives of the feveral ftates to
take effectual care that the men- detdched as
aforefaid, be armed and equipped, according
to law. ;
Refolved, That provifion ought to be made
by.law for organizing and raifing a military

| force, under the authority of the government

of the United States, to confift of:

rank and file, with the proper officers, to.
ferve for the term of years, or during
a war  which may break out between the
United Statés and any. foreign European
power ; andthatthe Préfident be authorized
to také the meafures neceffary for raifing the
fame: Provided that no fuch® meaflres be
taken by the executive until war fhall be ac-
~tually commenced between the United States
and fome foreign European power.

By this Day’s Mail.

WILMINGTON, ( Del.) March 29,

In confequence of orders iffued by the exe-
ecutive of the United States yefterday, to
Major Bufh, of the Difiri@& of Delaware;
we have the pleafure of informing the public
that upwards of fiftéen vellels cleared out §
from the port of Philadelphia have been flop-
ped in the Diftri®t of Delaware. And we
have the addiitional fatisfaction to mention,
that no veflel has been detained but what had
a Britifh or foreign paffport. v

BATIMORE, March. 24.

Extradt of a letter from a geneleman in
Philadelphia, dated March 20.

¢ 1 fear we fhall be engaged in war.—
I judge from the couwfe of events paft—
but particularly from the fecrecy with
which the laft infamous meafure of the
Britith adminiftration was conduéted.—
Lord Grenville in the laft converfation, of
which we have heard, with Mr. Pinck.
ney, very politely congratulated him on
the recovery of Philadelphia - from the
fever. ;

“That it gave immenfe pleafure to the
king, his mafter, to learn how profper-
oufly the United States went on; and at
the great progrefs of the arts and fciences,
he was delighted; &c. » Would you, asa
moral politician,  believe, that this polithed
fecretary and lord had, fourteen days be-
fore this converfation, been “ofe- of the
council who had fecretly iffued the laft
order, under which fo great a depredation
was meditated on our unfufpecting’ mer-
chants 2

'PORT OF PHILADELPHIA.

ARRIVED. !
Ship Fame, Sims, New-York. 5

Enterprize, Jones, Havanna. 13
American, Price, . New.York. ¢
Induftry, Perrgy Returned. ,
Brig Fox, Miller, Malaga, . 42

Induftry, Coppinger, New-York. 5
Chance, Beiks, Havanna, 13
George, Norris,  Turks Ifland. 12
Schogner Succefs, Curry, Cape-Nichola-
Mole. . ¢

Fakiby Packet, Anderfon, do. 20
Rebecca, Shewell, Charlefton. 10

~_ Mary, Sewall, R. Ifland. . 7
Nancy, M<Kenzie, N. Bedford
Good Intent,” Miller, Returned

Sloep New-York Packet, Bailey, New-
, York. 4
Induftry, Wheaton, St.. Croix. 14
‘Brig Fox, Miller, in 42 days from Ma-
laga, failed in company with a Buitifh fleet
of 5 f{ail of merchantmen, bound to Lon-
don, under convoy of the Iris frigate of
37 guns.” i ;
The fhip Sally, Weceks, in 9 days from
Cape Nichola Mole, and feveral other veflels

are arrived in the Delavrare.

S 'K
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0 T& Spanifh Aifh ;}6"Vi&0ria, ‘meéntioned yef-
~ terday, to have bcpen taken by the ﬂc\og o
. war Cerf, has by gené iortunie outfailed her.
The brig' Baron de Carondelet,  is returning
7 to port as her prize, - SETE, '
' Capk_:kn diller faw two Algerine Crui-
~zers, one of 32 and the other of 20
' guns, clofe under the Beach of Gibral-
| ter; ‘but he “havig Ernglifh colours fiy:
ing, and being undér’ the proteétion of
the Britifh frigate, they took no notice
of him.. He left at Malaga, Ship X
Capt. Burgoine of Baltimore. ’
° ‘Arrived*at ‘Fort' Miffiin, the Schooner
Peggy, Capt. Skelly, in 12 days from St.
Euftatia, Captain Skelley hds procured a lift
of all the American veffels, captiired and

carried into the following Britifh Weft-India
Iflands, | % R B G

e ICAPTURED.
Montferat, 40
Barbadoes, . ", 14
Baffeterre St. Kitts, 40
St. Johns Antigua, 23

NOT CAPTURED. :

St. Johns Antigua, ¥ e S B
Barbadoes, ., 22
St.{Euftatia, Furl 24

The ‘Admirers of Sacred Mufic
are refpe@fu’lyinformed, that One or more
- Performances from the moft approved

‘Parts of Handel’s Works,
(particulaily from the Mefiah) av:ll be given
in“the'week preceding Eafter Sunday, (com-
moniy called Paffion week)

As-every ability in the Inftrumental and
Vocal Line will be ca’l d fortlf ou this oecali-
on, th. re is.no daubt, but that a Liberal Pyl;-
lic will take he prefent undertaking under
their protetion.. ’

N. B. Part of 'the Profitswill be appropri-
ated to.the ufe of a public chariiy:

A partigular.defcription ‘of the: Place, Se.
le®iou, &e, wyill be given as fdon as the necef.
fary arrangements can be fettled. -

March 29,- - :

def
NEW THEATRE.
' THIS EVENING,..

o7 .. March 29,

: Willbe performed, '
. A COMIC OPERA ‘called

Love1n a Village.
Sir Wm, Meadows,

Mry Warrell

Young Meadows, Mr. Marfhall
Juftice Woodcock, Mr. Bates
Hawthorn, Mr. Darley
Euftace, Mr. Cleveland
Hodge, M. Francis
Rofetta, Mrs."'Marthall
Luginda, i Mrs. Warrell
Deborah Woodcock, Mrs. Row{on
Madge, Mifs. Willems

In aét firft, 2 STATUTE SCENE and
DANCE, by the charaéters, fervants at the
Statuté, by Mr. Bliffet, Mrs. Rowfon, Mrs.
Bates, Mifs Rowfon; and Mrs. De Marque,
&e. :

After the Opera,
A Scotch Pafforal Dance,
: ) called ;
The Caledonian Frolic.

In which will be introduced a HiGHLAND
RgEL, by Mr. Francis, Mifs Willems,and
Mrs. De Marque. | ¢ d

To which_will be added, .
A FARCE, in two ads,

called,
'The Village Lawyer
Scout, Mr. Harwood
Snarl, Mr. Francis
Sheepface, Mr. Bates
Juflice Mittimus, Mr. Warrell
Charles, M. Darleyy jun.
Mrs. Scouty Mrs. Rowion
Kate, e Mrs. Bates

Placgs in the Boxes to be taken at the Box-
Office of the Theatre, at auy hour framnine,
in the morning till three o’clock in the aftei-
noon, bn the day of performanee. Tickeis
to be had at the office near the Theatre, at
the corner of Sixth-fireet,and at Carr & Co’s
MuficalRepofitory; = INo..x23, Markef-fireet

Boxks, one dollar—PiTT, three quarters
of a dellir—and GALLERY, half 2 doliar.

* . * As ineonveniences to the public have

" arifen ‘from the Box book Leing open én'the

days of performance ofily, in” fature atfend-
ance will be given at the office in the Theatre
every day from ten ’till one,and on the days
of performance from ten till thrée o’clock *n
the afternoon. Applications for Boxes, ifis

* refpectfully requefted, may be addreficd, to

Mr. Franklin," at the BoxOffice.

Ladies and Gentlemen are requefted to
fend their fervants to keep places, at” haif an
hour .paft 4 o’clock, ami) to order them ‘to
withdraw; as foon as the company are feated,
as they cannot on any. account - be permitted
to remain in the boxes, nor arly: places kept

- after the firft a&.

No places can b¢ let in the fide boxes for a
lefs number than eight, nor -any places re-
tained after the firft a&. A8

The Doors will be opened at ¢ o’cly
and the performances begin at 6 o’ clog?
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