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. New THEATRE.

"% WIGNELL axo REINAGLE,
EVER folicitous to vary and imiprove the ?.’ntcrtziq-
ments of the New Theatre, and evince' their grati-
t .da for the patronage they hove reccived, refpe@fully in-
torm the Pu{l:c, that they Rave, in addition to their pre-
fent Eftablifhment, engaged a FRENCH COMPANY of
COMEDIANS, who willmake their firlt appearence in
_this City, to-merrow evening, int two faverite Mufical
Pieces—the particulars will be advertifed in the Bills for
the day—previous to which will be performed the comeay
of NEXT DOOR NEIGHBOURS. Dec. 16

On FRIDAY EVENING, December 16,
: Will be prefent?d,
A COMEDY, in four adls, called

The Child of Natare.

Fiym the Frefeh of Madam Genlis, by th: author of
Ewery ene bas bis Fault.
* ‘Marquis of Almanza,  Mr. Wignell.
:Count Valantia, r.. Moreton.

‘Duke Mureia, Mr. Warren.
+ “Seville, Mr. Warréll.
Grenada, Mr. Warrelly jun.

< vft Peafant,

Mr, Cooper,
44 Peafant,

© Mr. Mitehell.
sMarchionefs Merida, Mrs. Morris.
Amanthis, Mrs.. Merry.

End of the Comedy, a new Pantomime Ballet Dance,
(compofed by mr. Byrne) called

DermoT 'and KATHLIEN,

“ Faken fom the favorité opera of the Poor Soldiery and

performed with univerfal applauje, upwards of aco
nighys-at Covent-Gar den Theatre.,

Patrick, Mr. Warrell, jun,
Darby, Mr. Bliffett.
“Father Luke, Sig. Dodtor.
Mother Kathlees, Mr. Francis.
wivunr~ Norahy, Mifs Milbsurne.

‘And the parts of Dermot and Kathleen,
) - By mr. and mrs. Byrne,
being their fecond appearance m America.

Mo which #ill be added, a FARCE, never performed

here @iplled
Animal-Magneti{m.
. «Marquis de Lancy, Mr.. Moreton.
La Fleur, Mr. Harawood.
-Doétor, Mr. Francis. é
Picard, Mr. M¢Denald
Frarcois, Mr. Warrell, jun.
Jeffery, - Mr. Bliffett.
. Conftance, Mrs. Harwey.
5 Liferte, Mrs. Francis.

Box, One Dolldr twenty-five cents. Pit one Dollar,

“And Gallery, Ralf a dollar. =~
&5 Tickets to be had at H. & P. Rice’s Book-Rore,
"No. 5o High-fireet, and at the Office adjeining the
“Theatre. - Y, :

“The Paors of theTheatre will open at 5, and the

Curtain rife precifely at 6 o’clock. :

“VIVAT RESPUBLICA!

¢r For the benefit of the fufferers
- wiBy the late fire at Savannab.

The Citizens of :'P'h'lliddphia are ‘informed, that
. On, MONDAY, the 19th inflant, :
The Elephant will be exhibited,

And the whole receipts of the day, together with a

Tum of 'tvent;-ﬁve doflars frem the owrler, will” be

-dépofited with ‘the Mayor, to refieve the fuffering

Citizens of ‘Savannah. * The ewner will attend at the

place himfelf. ] '

Admittance one quarter of .a dollar,
Generofity is requefted.

Deécember 16. 2 2
k2 1005 F;

On Wednefday afternoon, fomewhere in Market-"
fiveet, /

A Red Morocco POCKET-BOOK,
Containing, amongft other papers, a'draft of M. M.
Hayes on Jofeph Anthony & Co. at twenty days, for
400 dollars. Wheever has found the farne, and wikl
deliver it at No. 5, Chefnnt-fireet, fhall receive FIVE
DOLLARS reward. : !

December 16

FOR SALE,

Seven elegant Scites for buildings,
f,Oppoﬁte the State-Houfe Garden and Congrefs-
Hall; each Lot b ing 25 feet front on Sixth-ftreet,
and 110 feet deep'to 1 14 teet Court, agreeable to a
plan which may be feen at the Coffee-Houfe or_at the
office of Abraham Shoemaker, No. 124, So. Fourth-

fireet; where the terms will be made known.
«“Dacember 16 2

2
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Darncing. . :

~ MR. FRANCIS of the New-Theatre, in conjundion
with Mr. BYRN, Jate Ballctamafter, and principal dan-
zer of Covent-Garden Theatre, London, now: of the
New, Theatre in this city, opened their Acad:my at Mir.
Oeller § Foteh on Tuefday, December 13, . where they
propofe ta teach, in the moft new and approved methods,
‘Dancing in its ‘varfous ufelul and ornamental branches.
Mr. Byrn’s recent attenition to the dancesof T,ondon
and Paris will endble him to complete this branch of
@hication in his fehelars i the molt finiithed ftyle.
Faverite Scotch recls will alfo engage their particular
attention, : -
The days of teaching for their young pupils are Thurf-
davs and Saturdays, from three o’clock iu the afternoon.
till fix— snvd onl Tueldays & Thurldays, from fix till nine,
for.thiofe of 4 more advanced age.
Voo farthar particuldrs enquire of Mefirs, Franeis
and hzm,wﬂo.y'o,‘ north Eighth-firest.
* " Private tuitien as ufual.
Philodelphia, December 16, 1796.

A ‘Genteel Houfe.

FOR ‘SALE, ‘@ new, convenient, three-ftory HOUSE,
f4oate in Fifth, near Spruce-firect. Poflffion may he
had'in two moriths, when it will_ be finifhed in a neat
r.?dcrn fyle. Fo: terms arply it No. 109, Spruce-
fifeet, or Yog, So. Water-fircet.

‘Dieember 8. 8z

0 A Stated Mecting -of
ryt . f . v .
“I'he American Philofophical Society,

WILL be held at' their ‘Hall ‘next Friday evening at
6 o'c'ack ; when the annual Magellanic Premium isto be
zwarded, .

The Society are alfo defired to meet at their Hall, on
Saturday-next at 11 0'dlock, in the forenoon, to proceed
from thénee to the Prefbyterian Chureh, in High-firect ,
where an eulogsum to the memory of their lite Prefident,
Du. Davip Rarrexnovse, will be pronounced before
vhemat 12 o'clock. Dec 14,

Old London particular Madeira Wine,
I arding-from on board the barque Eagle, Capt. Batcs,

oaw

1 ed insthe newfpapers.

and for fale by ROBERT ANDREWS,
g - No. 86, Seuth Wharves,
Nn‘_ember 29. eodaf
2 P

R B T S AN B ISR
From the (New-York) Min:r'vl.

Tux ANSWER.

THE French republic have, at various times
during the prefent war, complained of certain prin-
ciples and decifions of the American government,
as being violations of its neutrality, or infaftions
of the treaty made with Francé in the year-1778,
Thefe complaints were ptincipally made in the
year 1793, and explanations, which, till now, were
deemed fatisfallory, were made by Mr. Jefferfon’s
correfpondence, in Auguft of that year, They
are now not only renewed with great exaggeration,
but the French government have dire@ed, that it
thould be done in the tant of reproach, inflead of the
language of friend/bip = The apparent intention of
this menacing tone at this particular time, i3, to in
Ruence timid minds to vote agreeably to their withes
in the ele@ion of Prefident and Vice-Prefident, and
p_robaBly with this view, the meniorial was publifth-
This is certainly a pradtice
that muft not de permitted. - If one foreign minifter
is permitted to publith what he pleafes to the peo-
plé, in the name of his government, every other
foreign mimfter mult be endowed with the fame
right. What then will be our fituation on the e-
le&ion of a Prefident and Vice Prefident, when the
government is infulted, the perfons who adminifter
1t traduced, and the ele@tors menaced by public ad-
drefles from ‘thefe intriguing agents ? Poland, that
was onge a refpe@®@able and powerful nation, but is
now a pation no longer, is a melancholy example
of thedanger of Toreign influence in the cleftion of
a chief magiftrate. Eleven millions of people have
loft their independerice from that caufe alone.

What would have been the condu@ of ‘the: Franch
Direétory, if the American Minifter had “publifhed an
elaborate, and inflammatory addrefs to to the people of
France againR the government, reprohating the con-
duct of thofe in power, and extolling that of the party
oppofed to théms they would have dene as the Par-
liament of England did in ¥727, when the Emperor’s
refident prefented an infolent memarial to the king, and
publifhed it next day in the newfpapers. *¢ All partics
cencurred in expreffing the higheft indignation and re-
fentment at the affront offired to the government by
the memorial delivered by Monfieur Palm, ‘and mors
particularly at this audacious manner of appealing
from the gorernment to the people under the pretext
of applying for reparation :ncrredrefl of fuppofed inju-
ries”’ In confequence of an addrefs from both houfés
Menfieor Palm was ordered to quit England immedi-
ately. ~And is it not neceffary that we fhould adept
fome remedy adequare to this evil, to avoid thefe feri-
ous confequences which may otherwife be apprehended
from it? y

The condn&@-of the American government to
preferve its neugrality, has been repealedlyju('tiﬁgd
by arguments drawn from the lawsof nations ; 28d
in the application of its piinciples, they have gone
as far, in every inftanee, and in one: particular in-
fance, farther, in favourof France, than the i@
rule of neutrality would jultify. . It woald, there-
fore, anfwer no valuable purpafe, to ftate the fame
principles, and deduce the fame confequences, in or-
der to juftify ewmfelveson the fame ground that we
have 'already danc: but as. the repraaches of the
\French  republic are founded on an idea, that our
conftruétion and applicatien of the law of natigns,
is erroucous, partial and inimical ; it may, be worth
while to examine, whether we cannot jultify our-
felves by the example of the French nation itfclf.
I prefume a better rule of jultification againft “any
charger: cannot be required, than’ the condué of
thofe who have made it,, in like cafes.

I'propofe, therefere, tocampare the decifions of
the American government, in the feveral poiats
‘wherein they have been complained of in Mr, A-
det’s memorial, with the laws of France on the
fame points.

It is afferted, that the American government has
violated the 17th article of the treaty of 1778, by
arrelting French privateers and their prizes ; and

-

=

| that it has exercifed fhocking perfecutions towards

them.

It will be found, onan acenrate enguiry, that all
the prizes brought in under French commiffions,
that have been reftored, have been found to be in
one or the other of the following delcriprions :

1. Thofe captured within a mariac league of the
fhores of the United States.

2, Where the capturing veflel was owned, and
alfo principally manned, by American citizens.

3. Where the capturing veflel was armed in our
ports. A

As to the jurifdiftion exercifed by the United
States over the {ea contiguous to its fhores, all na-
tions claim and exercife fuch a juri{i®ian, and.all
writers admit this claim to be well founded ; and
they have differed in epinion only as to the diitance
te which it may extend. Let us fee whether Trapce
has claimed a gredter or lefs extent of dominion
over the fea; than the United Stares. Valin, the
king’s advocate’ at. Rochelle, in his new ecommenta-
ry on the marine laws of kranee, publifhed firlt in
1761, 8nd again by approbation in 1776,* after
mesntioning  the opiniona of many different writers
on public law on this fubje&, fays, * As far asihe
diftance of two lcagues, the fea is the deminioniof
the fovereign,of the neighbouring coaft § and that,
whether there be foundings there or not, .It
“ is proper to obférve this method, in favour of
ftates whofe coafts are fo high, that there are no
foundings clofe to the fhore ; but this docs not pre-
vent the exteufion of the dominion of the {ea, as
well in re[pedd to jurifdiion as the fifberics 10 a greater
diftance, by particalar treaties, or the rule herein
before mentioned, which extends dominion as rar
as there are foundings, or as far as the reach of a
cannen ﬁlot—-wbi:zgir the rule at prefent univerfully
acknowiedged.” The effeét of this dominion, the
fame author fays, ¢ according to the principles of
Puffendorff, which ate inconteftible, is, that every

| fovereign has a right te prote@ fareign commerce,

in his dominions, as well as to fecpre them from in-
fult, by preventing nthers from approaching nearer
than 1o a certain difance.”” Inextending our de-
minion over the fea to one league, we have not ex-
tended it fo far, as the example of Trance, ind the
other powers of Europe, would have jultified.—
They therefore can- have no right ‘to complain of
our conduct in this refpe&. :

* Book 3. title 1.

A

The fecond defcription of cales, which has in-
duced the Ameriean government to r{“?"‘ prizca
claimed by the Freach, is, where durvcmzma have
made a capture under a French commiffion.

The thica article of the ordinances of the ma-
rine of France, which the commiffions new given to
Trench privateeers require to be obferved;, [Valin,
2z vols 235.7] +s as follows : : ;

« We prohibic all eur {ubje&s from taking com-
miftons from foreign kings, princes, or [tates, to
arm veflels for war, and to cruize at fea under tl}ﬂr*
colours, unlefs by our permiffion, on pain of being
treated as pirates.”’ The commentator fays, thefe
general and indchinite prohibitions have no excep-
tion. They cxtend to commiffions taken from
fricods or aMies, as well as neutrals, and thofethat
are equivoeal : and they were confidered as ne~cf
fary confequences of 1he laws of neatrality. !

“"1f, fays Valin, the commiffion of the foreign
Prince be to cruize again@ it enemicg who are our
allies, or thofe with whom wwe intend te preferve nev-
traiity, 1t would afford jut ground of complaint on
their part, and might lcad to a rupture.” The rule
extends as well to fubje@s domiciliated as not demi-
cilinted in-the kingdom, and foreign countries;
“for Frenchmen are not the lefs Freaclimen, for
having gone to live in foreign countries.” If France
may rightfully prohibit her citizens from accepting
forcign commiffions to make prize of the preperty
of her friends, why fhould the Uunited States be
reproached for exercifing a fimilar gorht 2 A pecel
fary confequence of this wife and iuft prohibition is,
that all prizes taken contrary toit fhould be refto-
red with damages to the party ihjured. .

The third defcription of prizes reftored is where
they have been fitted, and armed in the ports of
the United States, :

I find no dire&, pofitive provifion by tlie marine
laws of France, prohibiting this ; but the whole
tenor ‘of thofe laws fuppofed that veffels of war,
are aimed in the ports of the fovereign who give
the commiffien. . French privatcers muft not-only
fit out in a French port, but are bound to bring all
prizes made by them inte fome particular port, or
poits exprefied intheir commifftons, - Valin. 2 vol.
276. Aaond it is certain that the king of France,
previous te his alliance with the United States, de-
livered up fome American prizes, to the Englifh,
becaufe the capturing veflel -had been armed in a

French port.

Mr. Adet’s memorial charges that the Englith
have been permitted to arm their veffels, ‘and bring
their prizesinto eur ports.

As to this charge, the fact is fimply denied. In
the cafcs mentioned, the veflels faid to have takeii
in guns for their defence, were gane, before he
made his reprefcniation : yet he eomplained, and
the government did nothing. [ afk what could
they have done ? Mr. Adet will anfwer, they might
have declared war, againft Great- Britain ; and it
is certain, this was the only remedy that remained,
in fuch a cafe : but neither our iatereft, nor our
duty wonld ‘have permitted us to have adopted it.
Qur intereft did not permit us to give up our neu-
trality, and cugage in a foreign war ; the event of
‘which would have produced many and certain evils,
and could not by any poffibility have preduced any
geod j-—and it' was contary to every principle by
which a juft ‘nation would defire to. a&, to have
made war on-a whole people, becaufe aneor two of
them had clandeftinely taken arms on board for
_their defence, in one of our ports, without the
kaowledge of their gevernment, or of ours.

The memorial complains that we have infringed
the 17th article of ‘the treaty of 1778, by reftrain-
ing the: prehibitien therein contained only to the
fhips of war, and privateers of their enemies, who
fhould-eome into our ports, - with their prizes,

The literal feofe of the 17th article, is, that no"
armed fhip who fhall have made prizes from the
French peaple, fhall receive an afylum in our ports.
The 22d article fays that no privateer, fitted under
a commiflion of the enemy of either, fhall have a-
{ylum in the ports of the other.—Neither of thele
articles fay’any thing of “prizes.; The literal appli-
cationof them therefore would exclude the captur.
ing veflcls, but give admifiion to their prizes ;
which could never have been the intentipn of the
partics, . The law of nations, expiefsly adopted hy
France, telative to the right of afylum, may illof-
trate thefe articles of the treaty. Ord. Louis XIV.
Art. XIV. declares, “ that no prizes made by
captains under a foreign commiffion, fhall remain in
our poits, looger than twenty-four hours, unlefs
detained by bad weather, or unlefs the prize fhall
bave been made from out enemies.””  But this arti
cle, fays Valin, ‘is only applieable to prizes earried
into.a neutral port, * and not at all to armed vef.
{els, whether neutials or allies;” who have taken re.
fuge thiere, avithout prizes, either to efcape the pur-
fuit of enemies, or for any other caufe.” They
may; in this cafe remain as long as they " pleafe.”
By the law of ncutrality, fimply, French tfiizes
could only have remained tiventy-four honrs inwur
ports, but by the treaty ‘they have obtained the
privilege of remanihg as long as they pleafe. This
privilege hgs not ooly been allowed them in irsful-
left extent, but we had goue a {tep further, and as
a favor .permitted them to fell their prizes, which
neithier the treaty nor the law of nations requiired :
and which was of mete fmportance than all the reft
put together.  This favor, as favors generally are,
18 now claimed as a right; and the withholding it is
coulidered “as an injury.—Let us fee what the or-
dinances of the French marine have faid on this
points. Ord, Louis X1V, Tit. prifes, Art, XV,
*¢ I in the prizes krought.into our ports by veflcls
armed under a. foreign commiflien, there be any
merchandizes belonging to our fubjes, or allies,
thufe brlonging to our fubjeés thall be retored, and
the reft fhall not be put into any foore boufe, or be pur.
chafed by any perfon under any pretext w/:at/bm:r.' »
¢, And all this, fuys Valin, is founded on the law
of neutiality.” By the treatygf Utrecht, Louis
X1V: and bis grandfon, the king of Spain, agreed
otually, to pesmit the prizes made by one to be
brought in, asd fe/d in tlic ports of ‘the ather. But
this the fameanthor fays, Wasonly a particular ar-
rangement, fo much the lefs to be propefed,for a
general rule, /as the two paliens bad given up the

dutics on prize goods:fold in their dominions ;

prefome, to thole 4o which the [(ime pc;'mﬂtxo_n
gave rifein-this country. ;

. The next grouad of compiaint is the Britifh ¢

treaty and its confequences. This treaty is faid
to deprive France of all the advantages ftipulated

in a preceding treaty ; and this ig dowe by an aban-

donment of the modern law of nations, 2

If we may credit the declaration of the king of
France, there were no exciufive advantages ftipu-
lated for France, in that treary.  His ambaffacor
delivered a paper to the Britilh court, dated the
13th of March 1778, wherein, after announcing
the treaty between France and the United States,
e fays, * His majeRy declares 3t the fame time,
thag the contrating parties have paid great atten-
tion nof to_flipulate any exelufive advantages in favar
of the French natien : and that the United States
bave referved the liberty of treating with cveryother
natien whatever, wpon the fame footing of equality
and reciprocity.’” '

The injury fuppofed to have refulied from an a-
bandonment of -the modern public law, affumes
two propofitions, neither of which is true: 1t
That neutral fhips make oeutral property: 2d.:
That materials for building fhips, are dot ameng
the articles as confidered contraband of war.. By
the marine laws of France, Rep. Dec. 1744. Art..
5, it is dire€ted that « If tliere.are found on board
of neutral veffels, of whatever nation they may be,
merchandizes or effets, belonging to the enemies
of his majelty, they fhall be'good prize; even tho?
they are not of the growth or manufalture of the
enemy’s country ; but the veffels fhall be releafed.”
Previous to this regulation, and contrary to the
law of nations, as Valin acknowledges, it ‘cither
the fhip orthe cargo, or any #art: of it, was ene-
my’s property, the whole wgp confifcated, by the
laws of France. And at this day, neutral pro.
perty on neacd of enemy’s (hips are, by the fame
laws, liable to confilcation.

As tolkontraband 6f war, timber is eaumerated
among the articles that are fo, by Vattel, lib, 111,
chap.”V 1. but Valin is mtich ‘miore particular, 2
vol. 264. ¢ In the treaty of commerce conclud-
ed with the kidg of ‘Deomark, the 23d of Auguft,,
1742; pitch jand tar were declared eontraband ;
as alfs rofin, Jail cloth, hemp, cordage, mafls aud,.
timber, for the building of fbips. There would -have
been, therefore, no reafon to complain ef ‘the con.
du& of the Englifh, if they had not violated par-
ticular treaties ; for of right (de droit) thefe things
are contraband at prefent, and have been fo fince the
beginning of this centary, which was not the cufe
Sormerly.’ !

By the modern law of nations, exprefsly sdopted
by France, enemice preperty on board peutral thips
is good prize ; and liy the fame law, the number
of contraband articles has been increafed fo 23 to
include the materials for fhip building.  All the
fituaiions. were probably forefeen, in which the
treaty might operate favorably or unfavorably for
France, at the time it was made, It might have
been fipulated that materials for ‘fhip building
fhould be deemed contraband, inflead of declaring
they fhould not ; or, that the United States thould
not enter into any treaty in which they fhould be
made fo.  Neither of thefe being’ the cafe, there.
i¥ no ground of compla?nt, except rhar the confes
quence is incanvenient, at prefent, to. France, and
the belligerent powers allied to her. If timber and
naval ftores are coatraband by the law of nations,
to Beclare them to 'be fo by a treaty, cannot’ be
confidered as a privilege granted-to one nation, or
an injury te any other,

[Remainder to-morrow. ]

CONGRESS or thx UNITED STATES.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Wednefday, December 140

Continuation of the debate on the addrrfs in aufwer
to the Prefident’s fpeech. -

Mr. Harper faid it was in order to move for a
divifion of this queftion. The whole of that part
of the anfwer which h‘had moved to be firuck
out, i order to introduce an amendment in its
place, was perfonal to the Prefident : the preceds;
ing claufe, which the gentleman from’ Virginia
(Mr. Giles) included in his motion had refpect to
the fituatien of the ceuntry, and contained feveral
objeéts of general comcern, and therefore altoges
ther differcat from the ‘other. ‘Many gentlemen
might wifh to retain one and to ffike out the other.
He (hould wifl the fenfe of the committee to be
taken on friking out the firft paragraph, « When.
we advert,” &c. He prefumed this paragraph
would pot be ftruck out. It related to the ‘fitna-
tion of the country in general ; to ‘the grateful
fenfe we dntertain of its happy Qate ; and of the
iafluence our conttitutien has had in producing this
profperous fituation. ~ And he would afk whether
this-had nat been the cafe? There might be differ-
ent opinions. Some perfons might think that the
trifling dgrangements which bad taken place a.
mongft our merchants, might leffen the profperoyy
fcene ; others might think that fuch circumftanees
would occur in the moft fourithing fate of 2 coun,
try. ‘But was thercany man whe did not belicue
the United States énjoyed happinels and profpe-

rity ? Fhat commerce anJ agricalture did set flou- :

tifh ; that the laws did oot reign, avd that the
country held out a. pleafing aud  delightful prof-
pect 2 He would afk, whether.any peifon wou!d
deny that our. yavernment. had bronght about this
fituation of things ?* Would apy man . fay, thav if
that governmeat had ndt been eftablifhed, or fome.
thing like it, this happioefs would have been’ eas
joyed? He believed not.. Mr. Harper thes took
a view of the miferable fituation of.ihjs CouRtry
before the cftavlifhment of the prefent government,
ard made a contraft betsveen the itwo. fi.uations.
If, then, faid he, thefc advantages lizve been real-
ly enjeyed, where is the impelicy of fzying fo ?
What implification is there in this againft the mea-
fures of gentlemen, which, if they had been afted
wpon, might have produced (though he was far
from believing they would have dave fo) more hape
py effets? Wasat calling upon them to contra-

which however did not laftlongs on zecount of the

abufes to” which it gave rife. ~Abufes fmilar, I

di&t thtisformer opinions? No. They fee the haps

! pinefe €xit, and whence did it arife but from go-
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