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CONGRESS.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF

THE UNITED STATES.

MONDAY, OElobcr 31.

Nathaniel niles and ifraei
Smith, from Vermont : Upton

Sheredine, from Maryland; William
Barry Grove, from North-Carolina ;

and Robert Barnewell, from South-Ca-
rolina, appeared and took their feats.

Several petitions wereread, viz. iMom

lames Beers, Leonard Walter, Ma'ga-
ret Flour, Isaac Richards, Jedidiah
Brown, William Haburn, John fox,

and Elizabeth Eafton, praying compen-
sation for wounds received and services
tendered in the army of the United
States, during the late war.?Said pe-
titions were severallyreferred to the be-

cretary at War.
A petition from Richard Blackledge,

praying compensation for a quantity ot

leather, furnilhed in the latewar ; which
was referred to the Secretaiy o tav.

Treasury.
A memorial from JosephCeracchi. an

Italian Sculptor, proposing to execute
on a certain del'ign, and conditions, a

monument to perpetuate American li-

berty and independence.
According to the order of the day,

the' House rcfolved itfelf into a com-

mittee of the whole on the schedule or

enumeration of the inhabitants ot the
United States.?ln debating upon this
fubjeft,

Mr. Lawrance observed, that the ra-
tio of representation andfome provision
refpefttng S. Carolina were the princi-
pal obje&s in view. He meant to pro-
pose a resolution relative to the repre-
sentation, after which he thought the
committeemight defer the further con-
sideration of this fubjeft for some days,
that gentlemenmight have time to make
up their minds upon the hufitiefs. He
then moved, that till the next census be
taken, one member should continue to

be the rcprefentative of thirty thousand
inhabitants.

Mr. Livermore thought that the de-
termination of their constituents ought
to be previously known on the amend-
ment to the conflitution, proposing that
the representation of one for every thir-
ty thousand do continue until the num-

ber of Representatives shall amount to

one hundred. The people's agreeing
to that amendment would oppose the
motion before the House. If the peo-
ple rejected the amendment, he fliould
oppose so large a representation as one
for every thirty thousand.

Several other gentlemen having spok-
en on the fubjeft,

Mr. Sedgwick, after reading to the
House a calculationhe had made, {latins

the number by which eacn slate won c

be represented, according to the several

ratios of representation, obierved, that

the general sense of the people seemed
to be that the number of representa-
tives (hould be one hundred until m-

creafed by the ratio of one to forty thou-
sand. He thought the ratio of 33 or
04.000 more conformable to public opi-
nion than anv other number ; but that

011 this fubje£t the House had nothing
whereon to found their conclusions ;
for his own part he wished the Hou.c
of Representatives always to coniiit ol

about one hundred members.

Mr.Livermore was for the ratio of on(

to forty thousand. The Houle woulc
then consist of about eighty members.
This v.-ould give less occasion for com
plaints of expence, and the public, ir

his id'*s. would be equally well served
He v/iftied the House, if theyfettled an)
ratio might adopt that of one to 40,000
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Mr. White, said that the general
?oice of the people was for an increalcd
eprefentation at certain datedperiods.
3ne to thirty thousand feerned to be the
general idea. The amendment propof-
*d might not always give one to thirty
:houfand, but it would secure an m-
;reafc of the representation as the po-
pulation of the country increased. lie
concluded with wishing the Houie
would not immediately decide on the
fubjeft.

Mr. Dayton wifbed the motion to lay
over till tomorrow for further conlidei-
atioh. He thought the general fcnti-
ment to be in favour of thirty thouland,
but as a medium between the oppolite
opinions, he moved an amendment foi
thirty-fivethousand.

Mr. Seney was against any hasty de-
cisions, especially when the Houie was

so thin of membersas atpresent. Upon
i motion of his to that purpose, the
:ommitteerose, reported progress, and

ifked leave to fit again.
Mr. Smith (S. CTJ wished that the

lateof South-Carolina might be allow-
;d a longer time to make a return o

heir cenlus, the enumeration beingnot

yret completed, but would be io in a

"hort time. He therefore made a motion

;o this effect which was ordered to lie
Dn the table.

Mr. Sedgwick, Mr. Bourne (M.) and
Mr. White were appointed acommittee
o preparefind bring ina bill or bills pro-
viding the means by which persons
:harged in any state with treason,
iv or other crime, who flee from justice,
foall, on the demand of the executive
iuthorityof the state, from which '?hey
led, be deliveredup, to be removed tc
;he statehaving jurifdi&ionof the crime;
ilfo providingthe mode by which apei-
ion heldto ferviceor labour in one State
under the laws thereof, escaping into a-

nother, fliall be delivered up, on claim
of the party to whom such service or la-
bour may be due.

Mr. Ames, Mr. Dayton, Mr. Brown
Mr. Fitzfimons, and Mr. iuckcr wcr<

appointed a committeeto report a regu
lar and uniform mode of proceeding n

cases of contested Eledions of Member
of the House.

Uponmotion of Mr. Sedgwick a com

mittee was appointed to bring in a bi
providing compensation for widows
orphans, and invalids in certain tales?

The committee, Mr. Wadfworth, Mi

Smith (S. C.) and Mr. Silvester.
Mr. Smith (S. C.) having moved tc

proceed on the President s Ipeech, Mi.

Lawrance proposed the defemng 1 ier ~-

0 f till to-morrow, that the Houienught
be acquainted with the proceedings o.

the Senate on that lubject.
Upon motion of Mr. Smith, the ques-

tion was taken and carried, that tlu

whole house be dischargedfrom farthei
proceeding on the Prefidenfs ipcech
and that to-morrow be 01 , l

consideration of the iame. Adjourned.
TUESDAY, Nov. 1.

Two other members appeared anc
took their feats, viz. Jofiah Parker, from
Virginia, and Anthony Wayne, iron:

Georgia.
A mefiage in writing was then receiv

ed from the President of the Ututec
States, by Mr. Secretary Lear, as fol-

lows?
United States, Nov. 1, 1791

Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House
of Rcprejcntatives,

I received yesterday from the judge
of the diftrift ofSouth-Carolina a lcttei
inclofmg the presentment, of the gran
iury to him, and ftatmgthecauses whicl
Cprevented the return of the ccnfu:
from that diftria, copies of which an
now laid before you.

G. WASHINGTON.

Numb. 2.

Another mcfTage was received fron
thePresident, viz.

United States, Oft. 31, 1791.
Gentlemen of the Senate and of the

House of Representatives.
I fend you herewith the arrangemcnl

which has been made by me, pursuant
to the ast, entitled, "An ast repealing.
after the last day of June next, the au-
ti°s heretofore laid upon djftilled fpi-
-11 ts imported from abroad, and in?,
others in their (lead ; and also upon spi-
rits distilled within the United States,
and for appropriating the fame,' in re-
s pest to the sub-divisions of the several
diftrifts, createdby the said ast into sur-
veys of infpeftion, the appointment of
officers for the fame, and the afiignment
of compensations.

G. WASHINGTON.
Mr. Muhlenberg, from the committee

appointed to prepare and report luch
Handing rules and orders of proceeding
as arc necdTary to be observed in the
House, made a report, which was read
and ordered to lis on the table.

Mr. Smith, (S. C.J called up his mo-

tion of yesterday for appointing a com-
mittee to bring in a bill granting longer
time for the return of the South-Caroli-
nacensus; upon which the question was
taken up, and a committee appointed
accordingly, consisting of Mr. Smith,
(S. C.) Mr. Boudinot, and Mr. Venablej
whofoon after reported a bill for the
above purpose, which having gory?
through a fir ft and second reading was
referred to a committee of the whole
to-morrow.

Petitions were presented to the house
from Levi Farnfworth, Luey Bond 'wi-
dow of the late Col. M*illiam Bond, de-
ceased)& John Torrey refpefti velypray-
ing the liquidation and .payment of
claims againftthe United States for mi-
litary Cervices rendered during the late
war.?Referred to the Secretary at
War, who is inftrti&ed to examine the
fame, and report thereupon to the house.

Upon motion of Mr. B. Bourne, it
was ordered that the Secretary of the
Treasury be directed to report to the
house the amount of the fubfeription;
to the loans proposed by the act making
provihon for the public debt, as well
in the debts of the refpcftive states, a?

in the domcftic debt of the United
States, and of the parts which remain
unfubferibt*!, together with such mea-
furesasarej in his opinion, expedient
to be taken qin the fubjeft.

The house then, accordingto the or

derofthe day, proceeded to confidci
the speech of the Prcfielent of the Uni-
ted States, which beingread,

It was ordered that so much of the
said speech as relates to the eftablifh-
mcntofa militia, magazines, arlcnals,
and fortifications, be referree. to Mr.
Wadfworth. Mr. Dayton, Mr. Giles.
Mr. Ward, Mr. Gordon, Mr. Wayne,
and Mr. Steele, with inftruftions tc

bring in a bill, or bills, providing sot
the fame.

Mr. White moved for the appoint-
ment of a committee, to report a bill foi
the establishment of a land-office.?Mr
Williamfon, Mr. White, and Mr. Bou-
dinot, were cholen a committee.

Mr. Lawrance moved for the appoint-
ment of a committee, to report a bill foi
the regulation of the trade and inter-
course with the Indian tribes?com-
mitted to Mr. White, Mr. Lawrance.
and Mr. Steele.

It was then ordered, that the Secreta-
ry of the Treasury, be directed to re-

port to the House, such information a:

he may have obtained, refpefting an;,
difficulties which may have occui red ir

the execution of the ast, " repealing, af-

ter the laft day of June next, the dunes
heretofore laid upon distilled fpmts im-

ported from abroad, and laying other.

n their stead ; and also upon spirits dif-
illed within the United States, and for
appropriating the fame togetherwith
lis opinionthereupon. Adjourned.

WEDNESDAY, Nov. 2.

A petition of John Torrey was read,
praying to be reimbursed a sum ot
noney which he had been compelled to
pay for waggonage on account of the
United States.

Ordered to lie on the tabic.
A petition of Robert Conyngham,

praying compensation for services ren-
dered in the navy of the United States,
in the late war.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The several petitions of John Cooper,

Roleert Crooke, Robert Hodge, Os-
waldKelTelbaugh, and Abraham Levi,
refpe&ivcly praying compensations for
wounds received or services rendered
n the army or navy of the United
States during the late war. Referred to
;he Secretary at War.

Petitions of Robert Aitken and Tho-
mas Bradford, printers, praying to be
employed in the public printingbufincfs
of the United States.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Petition of Nicholas F. Weftfall,

praying compensation for services ren-
dered in the American army, in the
late war.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. Dayton moved the followingre-

"olution :

That the Secretary of the Treasury be
iirctted to report to this house whether
my, and what alterations, in favor of
he spirits which shall be distilled from
irticles of the growth or produce of the
United States, or from foreign auiclcs
within the fame, can, in his opinion,
ae made in the ast for layingdutiesupon
spirits di(tilled within the Unued States,
:onfiftently with its main dclign, and
with the maintenance of the publicfaith.
Ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. Giles called the attention of the
House to a meflage from the Prcfident
of the United States, containing a ra-
prelentation from the officers and sol-
diers of the Virginia line on conti-
nental eftabliihment refpefting bounty
lands, &c. The papers accompanying
laid meflage being read, Mr. Giles mov-
that the fame be referred to a select
committee, to report their opinion
upon, which motion was ordered to lie
on the table.

Mr. Giles moved a rcfoliition in fu'b-
ftance, that the Secretaryat War be in-
structed to lay before the House a (late-
ment of all balances of pay which ap-
pear by the books in his office to be
due to the officers and soldiers. Order-
ed to lie on the table.

Mr. Vining moved a rcfolution, that
a committee be appointed to prepare
and bring in a bill to eitablifh an uni-
form system of bankruptcy throughout
the United States, which was read and
ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. Dayton moved a rcfolution, that
the board of commiflioners for fettling
the accounts between the United States
and individual states, be directed to re-
port whatprogress they have made, and
what profpeft of the bufmefs being
finally completed. Ordered to lie on
the table.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the
house rejolved itfelf into a committee
of the whole, to take into ccnfideration
the bill graftingfurther time formakng
returns of the enumeration of tne inha-
bitants in the district ot S. Carolina ;

after lome time the committee role, and
reported the bill with sundry amend-
ments, some were agreed to, and others
rejected, and the bill was then ordered
to beengrofled.

A meflage wa? received from the Se-
nate, informing that the petition of


