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SOME PARTICULARS
relative to the
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OF

KENTUCKY;
Extrudedfrom the Manuscript Journal of a Gen

dentin not lortgfmce returnedftWi tkoje parts.

THE fiver Ohio is, beyond all com

petition, the moil beautiful in th<
Universe, whether we consider it so
it's meanderingcourse, through an im
nlenferegionof forefts, for its clean ant

elegant banks, which afford innumer.i

ble delightful fituatioiis for cities, vil
and improved farms, or for thou

manyother advantages,which trul\ en-
title it to the name originally given i:
by the French ofLa Edit Riviere. Af-
ter passing a distance of five hundred
miles upon those waters, I arrived at

Limestone, which is the general landing
place for people coming by water from
the United States. The defcriptiom
hitherto given of Kentuckey have gen-
erally been thought extravagant ; but as

nobody has come forward in contradic-
tion to the common reports, v/e natur-

ally conclude a country must be very
extraordinary, which every body unites
in extolling.

Influenced by this idea, I approached
this earthly elylium, (as I supposed it)
upon which Nature has been thought to

bestow her inofl peculiar favors, and
the seasons have been laid to Imile with-
out interruption. The firft appearance
of Limestone, however, will be found
diflatisfa&ory to everyone that lands
from up the River. A numberof houl-
es situated on a loftv and uneven bank,
apparently at the foot of a very high
lull, (which, on account of a bend in

the river is not seen till you come with-
in two miles of it) gives the stranger
notice of his approach to Limestone.
As you arrive you are mortified at find-
ing the creek on which the town (lands

(so very conspicuous in the fmallell
maps)nothing better than a mere gut,
which may nearly be leaped over. In

this harbour are seen a few Kentuckey
boats, generally laying near the mouth,
many of which have been broken up to

form those draggling houses which are

perceived on thebank?The people ot

this place never fail to inform you that
this is the fag end ofKentuckey, and as

you are willing to consider it such with
them, for want of comfortable accom-
modation,you are glad to get away from
it as fact as polfible. ,

However, as the quality or the (and

is the oreat object to emigrants, every

one must be pleased with the foil, and
was that the only thing requrfite to

make a country valuable or pleating,
Kentuckey would be the moll so ini tne

world, as the land is no whereexcelled.
After you are got fairly into Kentuc-
key the foil assumes a black appe;arance
rich and light in substance, and (hould

vouvisit the country in the spring, you
will be surprised at finding no leaves un-

der the trees. The reason is,the ground
is so rich and damp, that they always 10

and disappearwith the winter, except
where the foil is evidently poor, foi

that country. It then bears tne appear-
ance of the better fort of land m 1 enn-
fylvania and jersey, tho' differing wide-

ly in fuMance, there being no land tc

be met with in the foil ofKKentucky.
There is a fpeciesof flat, orfplit LiTir:-

stone that pervades all the country, a\

ins at unequal depths. In tne ric 1 an-
black-looking loil, it lays near theTur-
face, and in general the nearer the ftonc
lays to the furface the richer the iand i.

found to be. At the fametime the (torn

does not, as I cxpffted, impede, tm

growth of the trees, as they grow e\ ei>
where to an amazing height,cx ep n
the fait licks, where the influence 01 thf

saline particles fcems to check thei:
growth,

Among the many accounts that ha\"
been given of Kentuckey, none of then
have done justice to the timber. OaV
and locust on the flat lands are commoi
at five feet diameter. Poplars growin;
on the beach lands arefo common at fiv<
and fix feet through, as hardly to be no
ticed?The beech grows to the thick
r.efs of four and five feet, and both o
the last mentioned to the height of on',

hundredand twenty to one hundred anc
thirty feet. Thef?, and the advantage
of pasture in the woods, conftitutc tht
great excellenceof Kentuckey ; the dif
advantageswill, I fear; nearly counter
balance the luxuriance of the foil.

The stories told of the abuadance o
gi'afs in the woods ard in many instance.'
t rae. You frequently find beds of cfo
Ver to the horle's knees, sometimes !

species of rush-grass commonly callee
wild rye, from "the fimilanty of it's
stalk to the rye so called among us ; m

other places we meet with large tract:
of wild cane, very much eftsemed by
the wild and tame cattle, it continuing
in verdure all the winter. I here is
also a lpecies ofvinecalled the pea vine,

from its producing a small pod, resem-
bling that of the garden pea, of which
both horses and cattle are extremely
fond. These are scattered generally
through the country, according to the
different foils, but are not to bemet with
universally. The woods, however,as-
Ford abundance of food tor cattle, and
:n consequence of this abundance the
seople pay very littleattention to mak-
nf and improving pasture lands. -

nilk from this food is thin, and botn
hat and the butter retain a strong take
>!' weeds. In hot weather their milk

vill turn four in two or three hours af-
er milking; but, as the custom of the
rountry is to eat four milk, this dilad-
,'antage is not much regretted.

It is generally the practice with the
ventuckians to turn out their horses
vith the cattle, and a man is frequently
wo or threedays hunting for a hone ne

wants only for half an hour I hen

rattle havebeen, and areof ncccfiity ex-

)ofecl during the winter to subsist in the
,voods, but theconleq.ucr.ce is, thatma-
iy of them die, and all luffer extremely;
he common opinion being not we:l
ounded, that the climate is more favor-
ible than in the middle States, w.ncn
s fufficiently evident from the winters

icre frequently proving as cold as m

r'ennfylvaniaor Jersey : with tnis uir-

crence, that the changes are more: luu-

ien, and the effects more severely telt.

The houses in Kentuckey, iomc tew

n the towns excepted, arc fcarcelycie-
erving of the name; which we fhal

nave the less room to admire at, wher
we recollect the short interval ti-.at ha:

jlapfedfincethe firft icttlement ot t.ic

:ountry. ~ ,

A temporary hut is at firft erected,
.eaftasopen as a New-Lngland coin

-rib ; yet in thole miserable habitation
are seen Ladies neatlydressed, who arc

is yet, obliged to relide (herein for wan

:,{\u25a0 better houses. The Taverns arc gen
-". ally wretched, unlcls one or two h

;he Capital town, Lexington; andyou a-i.
charged extravagantly for the w-'.r!

fare ; should a man go to Kentuckey

who could cat neithtr milk nor bacon
his cafe would be pitiable; bijt I uo no
meanto reflea, on the contrary I an

willing to allow that the buildings o

every kind are improving as ta.t j» tn<

circumstances of the country wih per
ml

The convenience of a spring of wate,

thefiriL and chief conlidcranon ir

choosing afpot for a houie ; and as .k

roads in general are laul out upon ..u

higher grounds, the country, to a tra-

veller appears still to be unmhabu,u:SendkF/ran-ot foliury -ooj pre.
venting the agreeableview ot
settlements. but upon a general muft«:r
r!-ix-j the scene is wholly chang.a.

ire then surprized at the number of in-
habitants that emerge from the forefts
co pra&ife in the art military.

The great boast of a K,enluckcy-maii
?, the quantity of corn that the landwil!
rulfe upon an acre ; of which, one hun-
dred and seven bufnels is the greatefl
quantity that I could find afcertamed to
have been produced. This, in the fall,
fells for fix pence a buOiel. Ihe com-
mon produce of the foil is from fifty to

eightybufnels an acre, in a favorable
season. This upon an average, is about
three times the quantity we can raise 011

ar. acre :n the old slates ; gram of this
kind mull therefore always be low in
Kentuckey, probably lower than at

prelent, when the country comes to be
more opened.

Hitherto there has not been much
nore grain ruifcdthan has Deenconfum-
:d by the inhabitants ; and the persons
;migratingthere, together with the trade
'own theriver, may afford ,1 tine prof-
>e& in theory, to but will
lever turn out of any lolid advantage to
he public of this fettlemcnt : The dif-
iculty inreturning up the river mull
emier the voyage terrible. To make
lead a gainft the Itream muft'oedone by
lint of severe labor and mam strength,
rnd would require exertions which no
nan would eve!r wish to make a second
ime, who was not urged by the induce-
nent of gaming a speedy fortune
hereby.
In palling through the country dur-

ni the fummel- season your attention is
lways drawn to the drynefs of the
reeks andruns. A little water is infome
ilaces, seen standing among the flat
tones, but so warm with the iun that
attle will scarcely drink it. We feel
iuA at the fight ofa large and beautiful
ountry, that will forever labour under
he inconvenienceof a want offerings
nd running water, at lead, five months
n the year. The lightness of the foil,
n wet weather, soon makes' the roads
inpleafant for travelling, which arc as
oon driedagain in fair weather. Ihe
am finks presently below the furface,
he brooks which were just now flow-
ig with water, are in a few hours dry,
nd seized as it were with a general
hirst.

At present horse mills grind a great
art of the corn and wheal of the coun-
ry, altho' a comparatively imall part
f the latter is used by the inhabitants,
rho generally give the preference to

ndian meal baked in a pot, or before
ic fire.
All strangers, upon theirarrival here,

mdergo a purgation, which is thought
a proceed from the limestone quality
mparted to the vi ater from the nature
,{ the foil. Gnats and flies are very
roublelome,particularly in the fall, at

vhich season theybecome a perfect tor-

ncnt both to man and bead.
Log houses mult be expc&ed to be

netwith everywhere, boards being a
~e ry scarce articlefor want of saw mills;
>ut the materials will in time afford
jeautiful habitations, walnut and wild
herry being common articles of build-
n

A Lawyer in travellingthrough Ken-
.uckey might well exclaim in the lan-
guage of V irgil,

Qua regio in tcrris nojlri non plena labcrris
For of law there is enough, claims for
land interferingcontinually, and light:
so laid one upon another, that scarcely
any body knows who is fafe. Ihe em-
igration tothispart of the continent has

been amazing, and this is the best placc
in the world for people to remove U

with large families, where they wil
find Providence fufficiently bountiful
or. if the view of the Emigrant fhoulc
be'to render himfelf and his pofterii)

here is the country tha
will luit his vifhe ?at the fame time

let him underftuid that if he does no
Sring a fortune with him, he w,il hue

he mud at firii live low and work hard

It will require a long time to introduce
luxuries into the region called Keutuc-
key, in any great plenty. But if the Em-
igrant should be an enthusiast (as many
are who comc to fettle here) and looks
forward to the complete settlement of
this territory, he will think it the land
jfpromise. and point it out to his chil-
dren to be the spot for the millenium of
the world, where the farce of titular
dignity and the parade of courts fhali
lever be exhibited ; where monarchy
[hall neverintrude to trample upon the
rights ofman ; but a pure and equal re-
jublican form ofgovernment fhail gra-
dually introduce the practice of those
virtues, which are consonant to the true
rature ofour i'pecies.

The Buffaloes have entirely quitted
he cultivatedparts of Kentuckey, and
he Deer have become scarce ; of wild
urkies however, thereare an abundance
learly as tame as those bred in the yard.
?Yom their being extremely poor in the
ummer theyremain unmolel.ed : in the
virtter they grow very fat, and are rec-
koned delicious food: of other birds
here is no great variety.

No land appears betteradapted to t" '

rulture of tobacco than that of Ken'
tey, and it is now become one of ' "

taples. At present there are bi'
>rchards, but as the country ope-
.vill find it their interefl to plat

The flour I have seen mad- >
jenerattyblack, andnot lb good s , -

>e expe&ed. Poflibly it may be .

ault of the mills, or it may pro<
iom the richness of the ground, tho' ,
nuft be confeffed the grain itielf looks
/veil. As to money, it is scarcely a me-
liumofcommerccj except with fliopand
a vein keepers. Every thing has two
inccs, the trade and cajh price. What
alh there is, soon becomes collected in
hefhops,andreturns for goods; imports
elling from one to two hundred per
\u25a0ent more than the Philadelphiaprice ;

lotwithllandingwhich, every one dref-
es gay, and except about the houses,
/on find the appearanceof industry and
deanlinefs. The general mode of fct-
ling, with a new Emigrant, is to build
i littlelog hut?-he then lets about gird-
ing, or killing the trees, and wjren that
s done, puYs in his corn without delay,
should he, afterall this, not feel at home,
ior relish his situation, or admire his
:>rofpe£ts, his only consolation will be
if it can be called a consolation) that.
o the family of a poor man, women and
hildren, it is a dreadful, I mayfay, almojt
in impossible thing to return.

Philadelphia Nov. 5, 1791.

Extractfrovi the Proceedings of the Gene-
ral Assembly of St. Domingo, Sept. 28.

Translated for the National Gazette.J
TIIE secretary of the committeeol re-

ports has reported the calc of Mr,
Bourne, and prcfented to the assembly
he draft of a decree, which has been
idopted, in the following terms :

" Mr. Silvanus Bourne, who has
; ,cen appointed by the President of the
United States of America consul for the
?aid dates at St. Domingo, having met

ivith some difficulties from the Colon;-
il tribunals in refpeft to his admission
as consul; and being in confcquence
thereof upon the point of returning to

his countrv?the provifionary adminis-
trative alTeinbly for the northern de-
partment of this colony having notified
their.dcfire to the general assembly that

Mr. Bourne should be invited 10 ic-

main at the Cape and exertif" the du-
ties of his confulflrip, the general
lemblyhas referred the further consi -

deration of this matter to the committee
of the constitution.

Sept. 2n.
Decreed proviftonally. inat .1. .v.Aa-

nas Bourne be invitedto remain in this
colony ; and in confcqucni c ot his com-
pliant e with this invitation, that t.ie
jrelident of the allembly lhall put his


