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For'the NATIONAYE GAZETTE.
A Political enquiry wnio the beft weans of
unproving the Commerce of the
American States.

[Continued from our laft.)

[in this part of his addrefs, the author proves from
the experience of hiftory, that government oy ght, by
every proper means, to exert its ende rs o pro-
cure from Europe arzd('{/:'wﬁcre, per/ n
the ufeful arts, in order to manufatiure ‘the raw
materials produced, or capable of being proauced,
in thes couniry.]

IN order to prevent the fruits of out

agricultural and commercial induf-
try from centering wholly' in the ha_nds
of ftrangers, it is abfolutely neceflary
for the United States to preferve a uni-
ty of interefts among themfelves; the
firft obje&t of which union of inter-
efts thould be, thé putting it out of the
power of any body 6f men, an ihdividu-
al, or a foreigner, to thwart luch mea-
fures as thould be taken to promote the
national commercial advantages in view;
and to plate things on fuch a footing,
that the plans and machinations of fo-
réigners thould rather be made to co-
operate in the {uccefs of thofe beneficial
defigns.—In a word, every _le) ra:k@.n
by government ought to be diétated by
the idea of the national intereft at large;
which ought to be confidered as ‘the

ccntral point of all their operations. A
This principle being eflablifhed, I

would go on to obferve, that the great

aim of every wife adminiftration ought
to be to prote&, and give a direftion to
national mduftry in its infancv; and
even to make confiderable factifices, if

clafs of people engaged in the produétion
of raw materials, and the profecution &£,
thofe arts; which are confidered among
the zfeful in every country.~To" delay
tithe in proving {o evident a prmc1plc
as the preceding, would be ablurd ; be-
caufe there is no example in hiftory, of
its having ever been controverted. ;

This leading idea in our mercantile
fyftem, naturally ipduces an enquiry
into the moft proper means of encou-
raging the cultivation of thofe arti-
cles which afford the means of manu-
faltures and arts, and are the common
caufe of their flourithing in any part of
the world.

Manufatures are, in themfelves; of
little confequence without the aidof the
arts ; deprived of which they are never
known to fucceed to any confiderable
degree. For the encouragement of
them, all wife governments have ever
found it their intereft to eftablifh {chools
for drawing, engraving, painting and
chemiftry, that by the affiftance ot thefe
their artifts might be enabled to ad-
vance their fabrics to the utmoft de-
gree of perfe&tion. Thefe arts only, if
well followed, are of ineftimable value
to the nations that encourage them, by
exempting them from a tribute, whxci_x,
(previous to their making them their
own)they paid to their neighbours, in
the purchafe of their merchandize. .

From this {pirit of enquiry and im-
itation,” it has happened, that feveral
European nations can at this day manu-
fafturcpainlcdorg‘rintedmuﬂins,I,z}\'ns,
cillicoss, and even paper hangings,

auty and finenefs to thofe‘that

diay and have therefore,

{elves from a fpecies of
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rand patriots of former tymes were ena-
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attempting to difcover the means by

X C ‘ And thus it has been, that by fove-
which the moft intelligent legiflators ; .

reigns inghrring fome little expence in
the way of experiments of the above
kind,” the greateit national advantages
have been found to refult. Both Sully
and Montefquieu, during their relpec-
five ‘adininiftrations, were invariably
bent upon ufing every poflible means to
make France'the feat of the arts. The
great Colbert followed exaltly in their

bled to do fuch immenfe férvices to their
country in promoting their fabrics and
Jnventions, did not hiftory ftep in to
our afliftance.—To hiftory, then, anci-
ent and moderi, let us recur for inform-
ation ; there we fhall fee detailed at
| full length the various particulars, a

knowledge of whichis neceflary for pro-

nOY : {teps'by eftablifhing certain regulations,
moting the. public weal ;

) i % which, at the {fame time, perfefted the
. In all the wife governménts of inti- artetdying, and brought into difrepute
jul:y we may conitantly obferve an ar-{ thote dyes of inferior quality which

ent defire and emulation to encouragey, fraud and ignorance ha(é introduced.
the growth of the  mrorg likeral arts. | M2 had the difcernment to know, that
Chemiftry, encouraged by the bountim! the firft requifite in every manufature
of fovereigns, fet men upon exploring| is the goodunefs of ‘the work, and that
the bowels of the earth and bringing to| witkout a principle of fair dealing and
light the fecrets of the mineral world. |- nmielty, every fpecies of commerce de-
It was this encouragement alfb that de-| pendent upon the manufaltures of a

veloped the nature of plants and - vege-| couwntry; muft fall $o the ground.—But,
tables and blended their various colours | not ¢ontented with advancing thus far,
in fuch 2 tanner as to contribute to! he epcouraged manufactures in ge-
the pleafures and luxuries of life, The| neral by beftowing premiums propor-
compofition called glals, the artificial | tioned to the merits of the manufaétusers,
pafte known by the name of c{)orcclain,i If we attend to hiftorical information,

and that beautiful glofs calle varnifly, | we fhall likewife fee that the fame poli-
all owe their origin to the encourage- | ¢y was obferved by the Emprefs Maria |
ment which enlightened miniffers have Therefa, of Auftria, whofe liberality
afforded to men of obfervation and re< .was fuch, as even to beftow large for- |
fle€tion: The nature of indigo, {affron;! tunes upon thoufands of artifts who
and ‘a2 multiplitity of other precious | werg willing to come and fet up their
plants, hasbeen inveftigated for the pur-| manafattories in Germany.
pofes of beauty and variety in colou: s, . A fimilar mode of proceeding has -in !
and the culture of them has been n- | “times pait proved the falvation of Frarnce. |
couraged in every counftryywhere the| The time has been when {he purchafed
climate has fuffered them to grow; | from her neighbours to the amount of!
All the arts and feciences keep an equal| more than fifty millions * yearly; only |
pace with each other; arid afford a reci- | in thetwo articles of broadcloths and |
procal aid. In the department of legifl- | filki~#But no fooner did the French-ap-
lation we hdve feen Lycutguas anid $olon, " ply tHflelves to the planting of white
two of the moft celebratea lawgivers of ! mulberry trees, feeding filk-worms, and |
actiguity, zealoully travelliing the whole | grcfcxr\;ing their Wool; than they thanu- |
world over, with a view to make new | faBtured to the amount of the fame Tum
difcoveries in {cience,improve theirown | overand ‘above their home confumption. |
underftandings, and diffufe the know-| A fimilar change took placein the article
lédge they had acquired whien they re-| of lace, in their trade with the countries |
turned to their owh counttids, in efta-| of Planders and Brabant.
blithing the arts, and rendering their From thefe ketches of infermation; it |

feflion of them.—We find talents and ! ver it pleafes, free itfelf from the tributs |
abilities every where encouraged by ‘the' which it may have been accuftomed to
friends of mankind, and direéted to pro-. pay to thefuperior induftry of its neigh- |
per purfuits. In modern hiftory, with bours-——By encouraging and protefting |
what an ardor do we fee human induftry | ufeful eftablifhmencs they may do full |
exalted to the higheft pitch ; and how' more, and even advance {o far as to turn !
rapid has been the prop;rc(iion of know-| the balance of trade in their favour:
lcé)gc in all enlightened governmeénts!| In the whole hiftory of commerce,
Peter the Great in Ruffia, Féidinand in | nothing is more worthy of admirais
Pruflia, ‘Lewis the Great in France, a on than its progrefs.in Ireland. Afier a
multitude of German potentates, and, tedious fucceflion of civil wars, ghat
to mention no more, all the patriotic and | country, exhaufted, ravaged, and op-
wife Kings of Great-Britain, have ever | prefled, was left 2 mere defart, the peo-
declared themfelves the friends and pa-' ple diféouraged and  their . refources
trons of arts and fciences; and henceit | ruineds In this fituation of things, the |
1s, that at this day we fee théir refpec-| Earl O{Eﬁ‘ex, then (%ovcrnoroflrclund,:
tive governments the moft flourithing foon faw the necedlity of re-animating |
and happy in Europé. | the droogmg {pirits of the inhabitantsy |
Not a few of thele illuftrious perfon- | and directing fuch of them as had ef-|
ages travelled Europe over to acquire | caped from wounds and ﬂaughtc;, to the |
the requifite knowledge for the eftablifh-| purfuits of induftry. Lord Effex; not |
ment of every {pecies of manufatture,| wholly relyifig upon his own judgment |
and to induce, by their munificence,; fo-| in fo momentous . an affair as a general
reign artifts and manufa@urers to fettle reformation of the Irifh government,
in their territories, and engage in their | confulted the famous Sir William Tem-
various fabries.. Thus it was that Pe-! ple, a very able politician, who {ketched
ter, czar of Ruffia, brought his marine to; out a plan, whxcl} hasv been attended
perfe&tion—and Jofeph the fecond, a | with uncxampled fuccefs,—~It would be
great number of manufalures before| tedious at prefent to detail the wholg qf
unknown in his dominions. - Henry the | Sir William’s plan atfulllength ; fuffici-
fourth of France entertained p:‘eéi(bly. ent be it to oblerve, that he recommend-
the fame views : he did not indeed go ed a conf: centious integrity as the bafis up-
abroad for-this purpofe in perfon, but he | on which the ﬂ:ru&u'rc of foreign com-
employed feveral of ‘his fubje@s in tra-i meree ought to be built, and withous
velling for the fame benevolent end. In : which it cannot poilibly hope to atiraét
his reign, the art of tanaing leather was | confidence.  He, next, advifed Lord
{carcely kiniown in France—~but this ex- i Eflex to encourage the breeding of cattle
cellent monarch did not think it below | and {heep, and to be particularly atten-
his royal dignity to {end one.of his moft | tive to the raifing of the raw materials,
able tanners into Hungary, todifcover | ingeneral fuited to the country, which

the fecret of their method of tanning. ! he regarded as the foul of commerce,
The cérfequence was, ‘that in a very

apd for which there would always be a
fhort. fpace of time France wholly ex- | demand, as well as for their linens, at
empted heu: if from a tyibute which flie | fixed and regular markets. Inorderto

had before annually paid to foreign in- I'CA\Q.ig;egmulaLi_on:,he.pyopofcd hengurs
Faftry, by having been "under the ne-, ggd_mnﬁdcrabbffpmms tothofe who

fellow-citizens indepéndent in the pof-! s eafy to fee, that a nation.can, whene- !

thould bring to market, againft a fpecifi-
ed time, one or two pieces of linen, or
cloth of the firft quality, This gave
rife to the Irifh g anufa&tures—Intereft
1s the grand moti&of&&ion in man, and
the multitude are'ever moft open toits
impre{fions, .—It was, further, the ad-
vice of Sir William, to have ah_infpec-
tion for every fort of merchandige def-
tined to go abread, i order to prevent
fraudulent practices, which iever fail
to injure the commiercial credit of a na-
tion. .

By following fuch advice Ireland foon
re-eftablifhed her commerce, Such 1s
the influence of genius and ability upon
the profperity of ftates ! S

But, on the other hand, it may be
atked, whether fimilar plans would be
pratticable in an infant country, fepar-
ated by dn immenfe ocein froanurop'.e;
deftitute of fuitable funds, and labour~
ing under - every difcouragement that
European Jealoufy and Eurepean policy
can throw 1 its w ay ?

To this it may he anfwered, that the
eftablifhment of a lottery in every ftate,
would in a little tirhe produce a fund
fully adequate to the great obje&t in
view. Thereis every reafon to helieve,
that, in a country as famous for. its pa-
triotic charaéter as America, every citi-
zen, being convinced of the utility of
fuch an inftitution, would willingly
rifque -a trifle of money and thergby
contribute to the welfare of the tomumu-
nity by pramoting a lottery which fhould
have for its object, fmply, induftry and
extenfion of commerce,

But, fuppofing “thefe funds already
provided, and {till no wranufaltures in
the ‘country 5 would it ot be fo mueh
ufelels money P—I anfwer, by no means +
for there'might be a_ thonfand ways in-
ftantly found out to employ it for the
good of thepublic, Why net, inthis cafe,
tollow the example of Henry the fourh
who fent throughout Europe in fearch
of the ableft workmen, to infbrud his
own fubjelts in France P—Why might
not the profits of thefe funds be employ-
ed in defraying the expences of perfons
fent on fimilar crramfs P -Money thus
employed; inftead of being thrown away
nr:edlcfsly, would foon gratify us with
2 full difcovery of all thafe fecrets of art
which are fo carefully retained in to-
reign countries.~Qr the money might
be well applied in paying the paffa?;cs
ofacertain number of trade{men from
Europe; '.v.hqrn the hope of reward, and
a more eligible fituation in America
and, above all, the enjoyment of liberty’
would induce to come a"mongﬂ: us. /

ke 'was precifely by fuch fteps™ that
France formerly procured manufatr-
ersirom Italy, where the various hik
fabrics had previoufly been carried to
the utmoit degree of perfe&ion.

But it would be walting time to go
about proving that fteps of this kind
would belt promote our national prof-
perity in the Unitet States, . By encou-
raging ingenuity and indu&r}', - there
would be the higheit probability of our
turning, in a fhort time, the balance of
tradeinour favor ;as isnow the cale wirh
thofe nations who have followed the
propofed plan.

_There 1s a remarkable inflance in the
hiftory of the reign of the Emprefs Ma<
ria Fherefa; of the nitional advantages
accruing from the patrenage of fove<
reigns, in regard to arts and manufacss
tures. | This' wife Frincels kpew very
well, that the' chagacter of 3 foversigr
being once well éftablifhed £y encours
aging genius and induﬂgfy, would foon
araw pienty of people of M{x o.the
kingdom, who might bedufefu
ployed :(—A. {tranger madeyhi 2
ance one dzy at Tournay, a'fown under
the Empreis’s dominion ig Flanders,
and offered his fervices fo#the gOVEriis
ing powers of the place, accompanied
with certificates of his {kill and capacis
ty, in.the manufacture 6f china and

ems
ears

Tty ‘of purchaficg iTungarian lcather. * 9,750,000 £ . Pennfjloania currency.
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