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A Political enquiry into the bcjl weans oj

improving the Commerce oj the
American States.

[Continuedfrom our lajl.j
[In thispart ojhis addrjs, the author proves jrov,

theexperienceojkijlory, thatgovernment cvght, lr
every proper means, to exert its endeavors topro
cureJrom Europe and <ljcwhere, perjbns jkilkdii
the ujejul arts, in order to manujatlwe the rau
materials produced, or capableoj'being produced,
in this country. ]

IN order to prevent the fruits of oui
agricultural and commercial indus-

try from centering wholly in the hands
of ftrangers, it is abfoluteTy necessary
for the United States to preserVe a uni-
ty of interests among themfclves ; the
firft object of which union of inter-
ests should be, the putting it out bf the
power of any bodyof men, an individu-
al, or a foreigner, to thwart Tucii mea-sures as should be taken to promote the
nationalcommercialadvantagesin view:
and to plate things on such a footing,that the plans and machinations of fo-
reigners Jhould rather be made to co-
operate in the success of those beneficial
defigns.?ln a word, every step taken
by government ought to be ditlated bv
the idea of the national interest at large,
*»hich ought to be considered as the
central point of all their operations.

This principle being established, I
would go on to observe, that the greal
aim of every wife adminiftratienought
to be to protest, and give a dire&ion tc
national mduftry in its infancy ; ana
even to make considerable facfifices, il
necelfary, to ensure success to all thai
class ofpeopleengaged in the produ&ion
of raw raau:ri*U, arid the proi'ecation ti
those arts, which are considered among
the ujejul in every country.?To delay
time in proving so evident a principle
as the preceding, would be absurd ; be-
eaufe there is no example in history, oJ
its having ever been controverted.

This leading idea in our mercantih
system, naturally ipduces an enquiry
into the moll proper means of encou-
raging the cultivation of those arti-
cles which afford the means of manu-
factures and arts, and are the commoncause of their rlouriihing in any part ol
the world.

Manufactures are, in themselves, oi
little confequentewithout the aid of the
arts ; deprived of which they are nevei
known to succeed to any considerable
degree. For the encouragement o
them, all wife governments have evei

found it their interest toeftablifh school.
for drawing, engraving, painting anc
c.icmiftry, that by thealliftance ot theft
their arlifts might be enabled to ad
vance their fabrics to the utmost de
gree of perfection. These arts only, i
well followed, are of inestimablevalut
to the nations that encourage them, b5exempting them from a tribute, which
(previous to their making them thei:
own)theypaid to their neighbours, ir
the purchafeof theirmerchandize.

From this Ipirit of enquiry and irr-
itation, it has happened, that i'evera
European nations can at this day manu
fatturepaintedorprintedmuflins,lawns
ea'lhros*. and even paper hangings
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attempting to discover the means bvW
,

Icn le intelligent legislatorsana patriots of former times were ena-bled to do such immenselervicesto theircountry m promoting their fabrics andinventions, did not history step m toour afiiftance.? To history, then, anci-ent, and modern, let ty recur for inform-ation ; there we {hail fee detailed atfull length the various particulars, aknowledgeof which is necelfa-ry for pro-
moting the public weahIn all the wife governments of anti
quity we may constantly observe an ar-dent desire and emulation to encourage
the growth of the liberal arts.Uiemiftry, encouragedby the bounties
0 fP vereigns, set men upon exploringthe bowels of the earth and bringing tolight the secrets of the mineral world.1( was this encouragement alfb that de-'/eloped the nature of plants and ?vege-ables and blended their various coloursn such a manner as to contribute tohe pleasuresand luxuries of life. Therompofition called glass, the artificial

Known by the na ne of porcelain,ind that beautiful gloss called varnish,ill owe their origin to the encourage-
ment which enlightenedminiffers haveifforded to men of oblervation and re-Itttion. he nature of indigo, faffron,
ind a multiplicity of other preciousplants, hasbeen inveflighted for the pur-poses oi beauty and variety in colouvs,ind the culture of them has been n-:ouraged in every country, where chc:limate has fuffered them to prow.

All the arts and sciences keep an edual
3ace with each other; arid afford a reci-arocal aid. In the department of legif-ation we seen Lycurgus anJ Solon,
two of theftioit celebrated lawg'yersof

iealcuily travelling the wholeA'Orld over, with a view to make newiifcovgries in science, improve theirown
lnderftandings, and diffufe the know-ledge they had acquired when they re-turnedto their own countries, in eit.i-jlilhing the arts, and rendering theirfellow-citizens independent in the pof-effion of them.?We find talents and
ibilities every where encouraged by theriends of mankind, and directed to pro-
per pursuits. In modern history, withwhat an ardor do we fee human indiiftrywaited to the highest pitch ; and how-apid has been the progreffio'n of know-
cage in all enlightened governments !
Peter the Great in Ruflia, Ferdinand in
Pruflia, Lewis the Great in I'ranee, aniiltitude of German potentates, and,
:o mention no more, all rhe patriotic andwife Kings of Great-Britain, have ever:!'-clared themselves the friends and pa-
trons of arts and sciences ; and hence it
is, that at this day we fee their respec-
tive governments the molt flourishingand happy in Europe.

Not a few of the(e illuflrious person-
ages travelled Europe over to acquire
the requisite knowledge for the establish-
ment of every species of manufadture,
and to induce, by their munificence, fo-
reign artists and manufacturers to fettle
in their territories, and engage in then
various fabrics. Thus it was that Pe-
ter, czar of Ruflia, brought his murine tc
perfe&ion?and Jofcph the fecund, a
great number of manufa&ures before
unknown in his dominions. Henry the
fourth of France entertained precifefy
the fame views: he did not indeed gc
abroadfor this purpose in person, but he
employed l'everal of his fubje&s in tra-
velling for the fame benevolent en-'. In
his reign, the art of tanning luuiicr was
learcelyknown in France?but this ex-
cellent monarch did noi think it beiow
his rov.il dignity to lead one of his raon
ablt 'anners into Hungary, to difrovei
the feeret of their method of tanning
The corfequence was, that in a v.ri
short fp»c .* of time France w'*.oi!v
emoted hei- If from a t? ihutc which iLc
had before annually paid to for*ei-n in-
'jfti v, by having been under i!.e ni-

tty erf purchafir v, Hungarian ioaliif.r.

And thus it has been, that by fove-eigns incurring fomc little expence inhe way of experiments of the above
tFtte- greateit national advantage:

have been found to result. Both Sull)
mdjMontefquieu, during their refpec
tivc administrations, were mvariabh
Dt nt upon using every pofii'ble means t:make France the feat of the arts. Tht
grea# Colbert followed exactly in th.eiHeps by eftablHhing certain regulationswhich, at the fame time, perfected th<
art of dying, and brought into difreput<tho - dyes of inferior quality whiclfraud and ignorance had introduced
I'. 'iad the discernment to know, tha
:h? firft requiiite in every manufaftur
s the goodness of the work, and thaiwithout a principle of fair dealing anc>uefty, every species of commerce de;endent upon the manuta&ures of ;

must fali so the ground.?But
iOt Contented with advancing thus far
ie encouraged manufactures in ge-neral by bellowing premiums proporionedto the merits of themanufatlu*ersLf we attend to hiflorical information
ve fliall likewife fee that the fame poli-cy was observed by the Empress Man:
I herefa, of Aullria, whole liberalit)vas luch, as even to bellow large for-
unes upon thousands of artists whe
ver? willing to come and set up thennanufadlories in Germany.

A similar mode of proceeding has inimespallprovedthe ial vationof France.
Ihe time has been when (he purchased
rom her neighbours to the amount ol
nore than fifty millions * yearly, onl\
n the two articles of broadcloths ancilk.-i-But no sooner did the French ap-;ly ritpmfelves to the planting of whiunulbexry. trees, feeding silk-worms, anci
TTcfci-ving their w'ool, than they lisanu-aftured to the amount of the fame Turn\u25a0verand above their home consumption,
\ similar change took placein the article'f l»ce, in their trade with the countries>f Flanders and Brabant.

t rom these {ketches of information, ii
s ealy. to fee, that a nation can, whene-ver it pleases, free itfeif from the tribute.vhich it may have been accustomed tc
jay to thefuperior induilry ofits neigh-)ours?By encouraging and prote&ingileful e£lai?iifhments they may do still
nore, and even advance lo far as to turn
he balance of trade in their favour.
In the whole history of commerce,

lothing is more worthy of admit ui-
>n than its progress in Ireland. After 2edious fuccellion of civil wars, that
:ountry, ravaged, and op-jrefftd, was left a mere delart, the peo-ple difcouvaged and their refouice:
uined. In this situation of things, ;hc

Farl of Eflfex, then Governorof Ireland
oon saw the necellity of re-animating
he drooping fpints of the inhabitants
;nd directing such of them as had eft aped from woundsand (laughter, to tht
pursuits of induilry. Lord Eifex, noiwholly relying upon his own judgmem
111 lo momentous an affair as a genera
reforrqation of the Irish governmentconfuted the famous Sir William Tern
pie, a very able politician,who Iketchec
out a' plan, which has been attendee
with unexampled fuccel's.?lt would b(
tedious at present to detail the whole o
Sir William's plan atfulliength; fuffici
ent be it to oblerve, thathe recommend
ed a ccnfccntious integrity as the baiis up

which the ftru&ure of foreign cor,;

tnerce ought to be built, and withoui
v/hic-.), it cannot poliibly hope ,0 a;; rati
confidence. he, r.cxt. adv : fed Loic
EllpX to encourage thebreeding0! catt'ic
and sheep, and to be particularly atten-
tive to the railing of the raw materials
in general suited to the country, whirl'
he regarded as the foul of commerce
. r . tor which there would alwavs be i

maud; as well as for their linens, a
fixed and regular markets. In order tc
e*ft.t« enrdauon. he proposed honour:
and v-orilidcrabtepremiums tothofe wh<

* i>7tj J> 000 £- PennfyUmnucurrency.

shouldbring to market, against a fpecifi-
,

l; me , one or two pieces of linen, ordoth of the firft quality. This eaveilie to the Irish manufactures?lntercc
is the gr id motivfcofaction innun,"and
the multitude are eve/ most open to itsimprelfions..? it was, further, the ad-vice of Sir William, to have an inflec-tion for every fort of merchandize dei-tined to go abroad, in order to preventfraudulent prattices, which never failto injure the cOmmcrcial credit of a na-
tion.

By followingsuch advice Ireland Toonre-eltablifhed her commerce. Such isthe influence of geniusand abilityuoonthe prolperityof dates !
But, on the other hand, it may beasked, whether similar plans v/ould bapracticable in an infant country, separ-ated by an immense ocean fromEurorie-deftitute of suitable funds, and labour-

ing under every discouragement thatEuropean jealouly and European policy
can throw in its way?To this it may be angered, that theeitablifhmentof a lottery in every statewould in a little time produce a fundfully adequate to the great object inview. There isevery reason to believe,
ihat, lit a country as famous for its pa-
triotic chata&er as America, eve,-- citi-zen, being convinced of the utility ofsuch an inflitution, would willinglyrilque a trifle of money and therebycontribute to the welfare of the commu-
nity by promoting a lottery which shouldhave for its object, limply, industry andexteniion of commerce.

But supposing thcfe funds alreadyprovided, and 11.11 no njaTmta&uies inthe country ; would it not be so muchgfclels money??l answer, by no meads;or there might be a thonfand ways m-Itantly found out to employ it for the>ooa of thepublic. Why not, in i.iis cafe,to tow the example ofHenry the fourthtv 10 lent throughout Europe in search
r , 0

workmen, to inftruft his3wn fubjefts in France ??Why mightlot the profits of these funds be employ-id in defraying the expences of persons
ent on similar errands ? Money thusemployed, infteadof being thrown away.eedlefsly, would soon gratify us withi full djfeovery of all those secrets ofartwhich are so carefully retained in fo-reign countries. Or the money mightDe well app,:ed in paying the paffagc9}f a certain number r>f tradesmen fromK. larope, whom the hope of reward, and

* more eligible fit uation in America«nn. above al!, the enjoy; icnt of liberty'ivould induce to come ainoncft as
1

It was precisely by such Hep's thatformerly procured manufactur-es rrora Italy, where the various fill*fabrics nad previously been carried tothe utmofl degree of perfection.But it would be wafting time to go
iOout proving that steps of thls kir, dwould belt promote our national Pros-perity m the United States. By enecu--a?d InductrV, therewould be she highest probability of our
turning, m a short time, the balance oftradein our favor ; as is now the cafe withthole nations who have followed thepropoled plan.

There is a remarkable inlUnce in thehl<?,7 of
,.
the re, S n of the Emprels Ma-ria i herefa, of the national advantages

accruing from the patronage of sove-
reigns, m reg-.rd to arts and manufac-tUrnS" JhlS, W 'Jc Pr *ncel * knew verywe.l, that the character of a iov -i< 1being once well established 5> encour*
Wing genius and induftiy, would sooncraw plentyof people of ulcnts ih-.r thek»ngdom, who might O 1" ufrfully em-ployeci:?A stranger made, his a'pear,
ance one day at Tournay, a town'underthe Efuprels's dominion Flanders,and offered his Cervices to {he govern-
ing powers of the place, accompaniedwith certificates of his skill and cani-ty. in the manufacture Cf china' «uidL*clti ware ; articics in Wiuui that part


