ew repoit be ordered on the fubj
which was decreede

ems (0 cloud dhis {ubjedt,
from forming 2 judsment

¢ made 1 ten ¢
im‘.« v‘-‘.‘. 1
revent s as ye
' -

!

t

scftion.  The whole commercial 1oter-
appeas to with for the repeal of this bamane
decree.  As to the news which come daily from

the colonies, they all contradi& each siher, and
each bears the flamp of the [pinit'of pacty which
diftated it, It.appears, however,
large majority againft the ad
tefted decree.

that there 1s 2

&)

puocn of the con-

PHILADELPHIA,

NOVEMBER 24.
Extrai of a letter from & an in Charleflon
nd in this city, dated Nov. 4. »
_ ¢TIt has.becn oblerved, by feveral foreigners
that, confidering the immente benefits which (h
French rev lution promifes to. the hux

that grand event has palled in America wi $
celat, lefs {ympathy of joy, than could have been
reafonably expeéted from apeople, who but
n years before, had almolt by dint of mere
thufialtic bravery, emancipated themf(elves from
the chains preparcd for them by the parent flate
—1n an to this obfervation, it mizht

that the Armerican war was of {o tediosa
racon, and fuch pcrpcmal difappointmes
the effeft of their Rtruggles, that the e
of the people naturally {ubfided, with the
of peace, into a cold and phlegmacic indiffer
ence. During the interval, too, from the clofe of
the late American war to the laft fuccefsful ft
gles of the friends of free government in Fr:

wer

uii

A ry

chara@ers were not wanting in this country who,
exerted fuch abilities as they poffeffed, in endea- |
voridg to perfuade the pecple that the principles|
for which they had {o recently fought and bled, |

s

were nugatory—and that the right of enatting)
laws.and governing themfelves, lay not with ihe,
mulutude of any mation, but with certain favor-|
ites of heaven. certain political magicians, tof
whom that gift was imparted (1 {uppole) by fome
fupermarural means, The eftablifiment of a
{rec government in France, has thrown a damp!
woon ihe advocates of fuch doftnines. The po-|
litical reseneration of twenty-five millions of}
men; as is the cafe in France, is an event that|
muft forever abafh the patrons of a baneful aiif-|
tocracy in America. The pure doétrines of re-|
publicanifm, and an equality of rights muft and}

| tive, have, in the

k= 34

ed between the whiies and mulattoes intthat part
of Domingo ; in confequence of which, 1500
perfons of colour were embedied to afilt in re-
ducing the black

Qe
ot.

§i% e : i
The fohvo‘,';m;-; addrefs from the General Afiems
bly 10& St. Domingo, was read in :the ‘Houfe
£ ? ik s
of Reprefentatives of the United States, on
Monday laft.

A ! Ly - ¥ ) s b -
To the Honorable the Congrefs

&3
J

of the United
States,
GENTLEMEN,

IN our lztter of the 24th of lalt Augufl, you
received information of the misfortunes,gwhich
had befallen the northern part of this flourithing
¢olony. Qur whole force, though very limited,
has been levelled againft the "’;lirb,‘ who are
laying 1t wafte ; and : fo far accomphih-
sd &t their total reduc-
euil in its progrefs,
forced the General

ou
1

h

we

our ends, as, if not to et
(on, at leaft to check the

I hat unhappy cataftrophe

Affembly of the French part of St. Domingo td

n every means of fafety, indifpenfable 1o
fimilar cali ! nccelfary by the urs
gency i conlequence of
which, th 1, and, among the

ceft,

té your mation, have
s in their departure.

the

KLonfidering; moréover, that the fooner the fo-
teign véflels thail have difpofed of their cargoes,
the lagner they will be enabled to refusnifo cheir
relpetive countties, and bring out futuie fupplies
for the fubliftence of the colony,

Decrecdys That the embargo laid upon foreign
vellels be immediately taken off, and that it fhall
be lawful for'them to proceed to fuch ports in the
¢olpny asto ghem fhall fcem belk.

T he Aflémbly enjoins the Prefident to acquaint

Lisuterant Governar General of the ifland
i the above decree, for his approbation, and
dutify the fame to theProvincial Affemblies,
provilionally appointed, of the northern, weftern,
4nd fouthern departments, ‘with am injunéion
upon the latter to make the decree known to the
Muaicipalities 2dd other bodies politic of theis
eftive diftricts,

Dosg at the Seffions of the General Afiembly
theday, month; and vear above tioned
ned ) PONCIGNON, Pre

JOUETTE,; Vice-Pref
Cheron, Viel, Berauilt,

Goulc, Becretaries.

[And a little lesver)
Signed and approved by
BLANCHELANDE.,

¥

to

o

(Si

<
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Read in the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES

1imng that peace and har-
een France (of whicl wej
{ your flates—defirous alfo!
s in their power, their grate-
ot of the generous fervices,
and rendered to the colony, by the brave
fubject- of ihe United Siates —the General Al-
fembly, in concert with the King’s reprefenta-
ft place, {efafide the Droit
of fuch as might fall vi€tims|

“The Affemibl

}
i

Al .,
QUCIC.

ny

d’ Aubaine, in favor
t0 their own zeal and cou
would have wifh=d to abolifh 1t forever;and to;
extend the exemption to the A'mericans in gene-
ral ; but this objeét being a conflitutional poiat,
intend to apply for it to the mother coun-|
try ; and we have nota doubt, that fhe will ea-|
gerly gratify our wifhes,

In the next place, having taken intoconfidera:
tion the obftacles, experienced by Mr. Silvanis

Bourne, your conful in this colony, to the regif-
try of his credentials—obftacles which were oc-
cafioned by certain formal defefts —the General
Affembly haftened to remove dien, and to give
orders tha a1d crec tho be regif-
tered.

Finally, nnder the conftant influence of thole

+ o { vl
th uld

tiac

1cC

on Tuefday lait.

i
The SecrETARY of STATE 10 whom was refer-
red, by the House of REPRESENTATIVES of
the United Stuzesy - the petitisn of Jacob Ifaacks,
Lof Newpore, in R -Ifland, has examihed into
the truth and ingportance of the allegat i
Jet forthy and nakes thereon the followin

RYEPO R T

HE peritioner fets forth, that, by various
experimeats, with confiderable labor and
expence, he hag difcovered a method of converting
{alt-water into frefh, in the proportion of - pints
cut of 10, bv 2 procefs fo fimple that it may be
nerformed on board of veffels at fea by the com-
tiioa ison.caboufe with Tmall alietativns; by the
fame fire; and in the fame time, which is ufed
for cooking the thip’s _provifions ; and offers to
convey to the government of the United States a
faithful account of his'art, or fecret, to be ufed
by or within the United States, on their giving to
him areward fuitable to the importance of the dif-
covery, and, in theopinion of government, ade.
quate to his expences, and the time he has devo-
d tothe bringing it inro efted,

In order to afceitain the merit of the petition-
er's difedvery, it becomes neceflary to examine
che advances-aiready made in the art of converr-

‘fea water, taken up about

prevail ; withoat which maa is buta ’CP'!plinciph: of juftice and equity, which cement
tile, and Hiberty ‘but a‘namte; andif a moharchi-' the union bewween the two allicd nations, and
cal form of government be refained in France,| defirous of correlponding with the views of
it i 'only becaufe the fages of that country have | Brance, who will ever hold dear that memora-
fotefeen, that a reformation of abules (to work! ple epoch, when fhe faw permaneat fecurity giv-
avaluable effe&) muf always be gradual; in the fep 1o the unlimited freedom of a nation, thathas
farag manner as the errors of the church of| fyrnifhed her with the lorious example, for the
Rome were in times paft reformed, and the av-] recovery of her own rights fo long mifunder-

thority of the Pope [haken off by thie Princes of |
Europe, not by trampling the creed of the pon-|
ff under foot in a {udden ft of peffion, but by!
advancing the means of knowledge among their!
fubjefls, - which Bos lefr the Hely Father ang
obie&t of contempt to eyery body but his cardi-1
nals, the officers of the inquifition, and the devout |
old women of his diocefe.”
'
On Sunday evening, laft, as three gentlemen, |
of this city, were refurning from Germantown, |
they were flopped o the road about one mile
and an half from town by two' robbers, armed
with curlaffes, who demanded their money, \
clothes, and wartches.. Owing to fome fudden
alarm, however, and fome hefitation in comply- /|
ing with their requeft, the fellows ran off without |
accomplifhing their purpdfe.

We are informed a machine has latety been
invented az New-Haven, in the ftate of Connec-
ticut, togoby water, which takes woolor cotton in
their raw flate; and withoutany, or very trifling
manual labor, car-s, fpins, and weaves to great
Fevfﬁt"tion. This machine (our informant fays)
1s.fo invented as to raife ‘water from a pond or
lake fufficient to keep allits parts in conftant mo-
tion. e

A meeting of the inhubitants of the town of
Baltimere was advertiled 1o he held on the 16th
inftant, in order to detetmine on the propriety
and expediency, of applying tothe General Af-
{embly of Maryland, now in feflion, for anaét to
incorporate that towa,

The General Affembly of Vermont has pafled
ing a tax of one half-penny per acreon
all the lands in that flate, forthe purpofe of ru!f—
ing the fum of thiny thoufand dollars, to dif-
charge the demiand of the flate of New-York

upon them.

a law, lay

Accounts from the windward Iflands mention
a fevere gale to _have been felt in tbofc parts a-
boutthe 25th of Oftober, its principal direétion
front the north-weft to the fouth-weft, which'as
being direétly oppofite to the uniform fwell oc-
cafioned by the genéral eaftern trade wind, foon
raifed the fea to fuch a height as to _forccv many |
veflels on fhore, particularly at St Kitts, St. Eu-
ftariz, St. Thomas and St. an(ms. TO}HC.Of
thefe ‘are wholly loft, others ina way of being
got off again.
A letter from the Ifland of Dominica, flates
here are no-lefs than four hundred flaves n

s f indiwduals 1n Sotith-

‘hat ifland; the property ‘o
Saroli
ion.
fiat no demand has been made by the general
«overnment of the United States for their deli-
cery, as we reckon ourfelves bound by the treaty
of peace to reflore fuch propeity.” ;
By the brigSally and Polly, arrived on Monday
frons Porf-au . Prince, which place fhe left o the

ria; who were brought off at the evacua-{
'« We are much {urprized (adds the letter) |

flo0d—The General Affembly have, in favor of|
the Americans, haftened to take off the em-
barzo, which the unforturate fituation of at-
fairs had obliged them to Jay on all veffels with-
outdifinéiioa.

“or reflirted

ing falt-water into frefh,

Lord Bacon, to whom the world is indebted for
the firft germs of {o many branches of {cicnce, had
obferved, that, with a heat fufficient for diftilla-
tiony falt will not rife in vapour, and that falc

water diftilled, is frelh. Anditwould feem that
all mankind might have obferved, that the earth
is fupplied with frefh-water chiefly by exhalation
from the fea, which isin iaé an infenfible aiftii-
lation effe@ed by the heat of the fon,  Yer this,
though the moft obvicus, was not the firft idea in
the effays for converting falt-water into frefh. Fil-
tration was tried in vain, and congelation could
tg only in the coldelt regions and

|

But in vain would the cclony have recovered
her former tranquility, if the means of applying|
afpeedy remedy to the evil were not to he E'm-i
ployed. The General Affembly have theretorel
determined to fend to your body two new comi-
miffioners, Mefirs. De Beauvois and Payan, whol
are'provided with letters from the Affembly and’
the King’s reprefentative.

The General Aflembly do not entertsin a
doubt, that you will, together with & favorabl;:;
reception to them, give your aflent to the rcqm-"
fiticns which they are enfpowered to make of
you, the {uccefls of which will undoubtedly ex-|
tend its influence to the commerce, which the;
fubje&ts of the United States carry on with this;
coleny. >

With this pleafing hope, we contemplite their
departure, and direét them to the reprefentatives
of a generousnation, the friend and ally of France
fince the year 1782, the period when fhe fully
recovered her liberty.

1 have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your moft obedient humble {ervant,
J. PONCIGNON, Prelident.
Cape Francais, O¢tober 13, 1791.

the
tac

Extrail from the REGISTER of the GENERAL
AsseMBLY of French St. Domirgo.
[Tranflation.]

Oétober 10y 1791+

A petition bas been prefented to the Affembly
by Capt. Kullichy, mafter of the American buig
Sufanna; acquainting - them that ‘¢ not being|
able to $ind a market for his cargo in this ports]
ic is already in a perifhing condition, and meft |
be completely ruined, if kept longer on board.
He therefore requefts, leave to depart from this
port, or, if he muft be detained, that his cargo
may be purchafed at the expence of the colouy.’

In proceeding on the petition, a member pro-
pofed a decree, that when any Americab capiain
fhall not have found a fale for his cargoin this
post within fifteen cays after Lis arrival, at a
reafonable price, (which price tha'l be fixgd by
the Aflembly) it fhall be lawtul for bim g leave
tiie port, and proceed to any other in the calony
he fhali fec fit.

A poftponement of ¢his :
kioned, but the Aflembly d<-:lar:d,_that:: v
proper to defer the confideration ol the m

Another member prajofed,that the gove:
lal embargo fhould inftansly be taken off all Ame.

motion was then men-
as -

nment-

gican vefl=ls, detained under that order.

{ The Atlembly taking iote confidezacion
i om the calamities this ifland labe:
bvas pothing more than an ad. of prud
khem to extend the embargo, even to the inc'viio
of foreign veflels 5 yet notwithftanding this, the
wilh to pay all poffible regard to the rights of ua-
itions, and- therefore determine to continue this
|m2afure as fhortatime as ciccumftances wil peimite

\

'

l

1

asth ult. we learn that at;c;ty had been conclud-

i

¢
¢

feafons, dn all the earlier trials by diftillation,
fome mixture was thought necefflary to aid the
operation by a partial precipitation of the falt,
and other foreign matters contained in fea-water.
Of this kind were the methods of Sir Richard
Hawkins, inthe 16th century, of Glauber, Hau-
ton and Lifter, in the 17th, ana of Hales, Ap-
pleby,: Butler, Chapman, Hoffman and Dove, in
the 18th : nor was there any thing in thefe me-
thods worthy noting on the prefent occafion, ex-
cept the very fimple ftill contrived “extempore by
Capt. (€hapman, and-mede from fuch materials
as are to be found on board every thip, great or
fmall.. This was a common pot with a woodsn
1id of the ufual form, in the center of which a
hole was bored to receive perpendicularly a fhort
wooden tube; made with an inch and half auger,
which perpendicular tube received at it’s top, and
at an_acute angle, another tube of wood aifo,
which defcended tillit joined a third, of pewter,
made by rolling up a dith,and paffing it obliquely
throdgh a cafk of cold water. With chis fimple
machine he obtained two quarts of frefh-water an
hour, and obleryed, that the expence of fuel would
be vy trifiing, if the ftill was contrived to ftand
on the fire along with the fhip's boiler.

In 1762, Dr. Lind propofing to make expesi
ments of feveral ditfezent mixtures,® firlt diftilled

rdin-water, which he fuppofed would be the pureft,
and then fea-water, without any mixture, which
he expected would be the leaft pure, in orderto
arrange between thefe two fuppofed extremes che
degree of merit of the feveral ingredients he meant
to trys * To his great furprife,” as he contefles,
the fed-water dittitied without any mixture, was
as pure as the rain-water. He purfued the dil-
covery and eftablifhed the fact, that a pure and
potable frefth-water may be obtained from falt-wa.
ter by fimple ditillation without the 2id of any
mixtyre for fining or precipitating it’s foreign
contentss In 1767, he propofed an extempore ftill,
which, in fa&, was Chapman's, only fubftituting
agun-barrel inftead of Chapman’s pewter tube,
and the hand-pump of the fhip to be cut in two
obliquely, and joined again at an acute angle,
inftead of Chapman’s wooden tubes bored ex-
prefsg  or, inftead of the wooden lid agd upiight
tube, he propofea a tea-kettie (without it's lid
ot handle} to be turned botrem upwards oves the
mouth of ‘the 'pot, by way of fill-head, and 3
wposksy ~#ube deading from the fpout'toa gun-
barre) pafling through a cafk of water, the whole
tuted with equai parts of chalk and meal moiitened
aith fait-witers

Witk this apparatus of a pot, tea-kertle and
1-barrel, the Dolphin, a 20 gun fhip, s her
ovnd the world, in 1768, from 56 gallons
{tea-water, and with glb. of wood and 6olb. of
pitscoad, mnade 42 gallonsof good frefhwater at the
sote of § zatluns ao houre  The Doifetlhire, in
he: patlage frum Cibraltar; to, Mabon, in 1760,
fozde 3G quars bfpure water ing hours with rolb
(fwoods And the Slambal, in 1773, between
Bombay and Bengal, with & hand pumyp, gus-

Ibarrel and a pot, cf 6 gallons of fea-water made
10 quarts of frefk water in 3 bours.

In 1771, Di. Iesin, putting together Lind’s
idea of difti)ling withowt a mixture, Chapman’s
d Dt Franklin’s method of cooling by
evaps iy obtained 2 premivm of gooal. from
the Britith pagiiaments  He wet his tube cons
tandy with 2 mop inftead of paffing it througha
cafk of ysater 1 He enlarged its bote alfo in orde
torgive a freer paffage to the vdpour, dnd thereby
encreale its quantity by leffening the refitance ob
prefluré on cthe evaporating farfaces  this Ja®
improvemsnt was his own, and it dovbtiefscontria
buted to the wccefs of his modelss * and we may
fuppofe the enlargement of tire tube fo be ufeful to
that point at which the central parts of the ‘upuu:;
pafiing through it, would begin to“efcape conden~
fatjon) * Lord Mulgrave ufed Mis method in his
yoyage towards theNorzh Pole in 1773, making
from 34 to 25 gatlony 6F frethwater a day, without
any great addition of fuel, as he fays,

M. de Bougainville in his voyage round the
world, ufed, very fuccefsfully, a (till which had
been contrived in 1763, by Poyifogier, fo as to
guard againft the water being thrown over from
the into the pipesby the agitation of the
fhip. this one fingulasity was, that the fur-
nace or fire box was in the middle of the boiler,
fo that the water furrounded'i€ fn contaét. Tlhis
ftill, however, was EKpfﬂﬂ’Ve and occupied much
toom.
Such were the advances already made inthe are
of obtaining frefh from falt water, when M:.
Ifaacks, the pétitioner, fuggefted his difcovery.
As the merit of this could be aftertained
experiment only, the Sécretary of Stafe afked ¢
favor of Mr. Rittenhoule, Prefident of the Ame-
rican Philofophical Society, of Dr. Wiftar, pre-
feflor of -chemiftry in the college of Philadelphia,
and Dr.. Hatchinfon, profeflor of chemiftry in
the univerfity of Pennfylvania, to be prefent at
the experiments. Mr. Ifaacks fixed the pot ofa
(mail caboule, with a tin cap and Rrait tudbe of
tin paffing obliquely through acafk of cold water ;
he made ufe of a rnixture; the campofition of
which he did not  expiain, and from 24 pints of
3 out of ths
Capes of Delaware at flood tide, he diftilled 22
pints of frefh water. in 4 hours, with 2clb. of
feafoned pine, which was a little wetied by hay-
ing lain in the rains
In a 2d experiment of the 21ft of March; per~
formed in a furnace and five gallon ftill at th
ollege, from 32 pints of fea water he Qrew 312
pints of frefh water.in 7 he 24 min. with galb.
of hickory which had been cutabout fix months.
In order to decide whether Mr. Ifaacks’s mixcure
cogtributed in any and what degree to the fuccefs
of - the operation, it was thought proper to. repeac
his ‘éxperinfent under the famfe circumftances
exaétly, except the omiffion of the mixture. Acs
cordingly on the next day the fame quantity of fea
water was put intothe fame flilly thic fame farcace
was ufed, and fuel fromn the fame paicels It yields
ed, as his baddone, 31 pints.of fre/h water in 1f
min. more of time-and with 10lb lefs of wood,
On the 24th of March Mr. Haacks performed
a 3d experiment. For this, a common iron pot
of 3% gallons was fixed in brick work, and the
flue from the hearth wound ancz sound. the pot
fpivally, and then pafled off vp & ¢himney. The
cap was of tin, and a firait tin tube of about two
inches diameter, paffing obliquely through a bar-
rel of water, ferved inftead of a worm, = From 16
pints of fea wazer he drew-off 15 pints of frefh
wacer in 2 h. 55 min. with 3lb. of dry hickery and
8lb. of feafoned pine. This experiment was aifo
repeated the next day, with the fame agparatus
and fuel from the fame parcel; but without the
mixture. Sixteen pints of fea water yieldedin
like mananer 15 pints of frefh, in 1 mis. more of
time and with half a pound lefs of woods On the
whole, it was evident that Mr. Iaacks’s mixture
produced , no advanrage, either in the procefs or
refult of the diftillation,
Thediftilled water. in all thefe inflances was
found on experiment to be as pure as the bef®
pump water of the city. © Its talte indeed was not
as agreeable, but it was not fuch/as o produce
any difgut. In fa&k, we deink in commaon life,
in many places, and under many. circumftances,
and almofit always at fea, 2 worfe tafted, and pro-
bably a lels wholefome water. .
The obtaining frefh from faltwater, for ages was
confidered as an important defideratum for the ule
of navigators. The procefs for doing this by
fimple diftillation is fo efficacious, the ere@ing an
extempore ftill with fuch utenfils a5 are found on
board of every fhip is fo practicable, a5 to autho-
rize the affertion, that this defidesatum is fatisGed
to a very ufeful degree, But'though this has been
déne for upwards of 3o years, though its reality
has been eftablithed by the afual experience of
feveral ve{lcis which have had recouife to. it, yec
neither the fadt nor the procefs is known to the
mafs of feamen, to whom it would bethe moft uie-
fuly, and for whom it was principally. wasted.
The Secretary of State is theréfore of apinion,
that fince the fubject has now been brovght under
obfervation, it fhould be made the ogcafion of
difleminating its-knowledze generally and effec-
tually among ‘the feafaring citizens of the United
Stares.  The following is one of the many me-
thods which might be propofea for doing this, Let
the clearance 1or every veflel faifing from the
portsof the United States, be printed on a paper,
on the back whereof. fhall be a printed accqunc
of the eflays which have been made for obiainir g
freth from falt water, mentionipg fhortly nhox:
which have been unfuecefsful, and more fully
thofe which have fucceeded; defe:ibing tne me-
thods which have been found to anfwer for con.
ftru&ting exrempore ffills of fuch impl:ments o5
are generally on board of cvery veflel, with z je+
commendatien, in all cales wheee they (hall have
occafion toréfort to this expedient for obtaining
water, to publifh the refulc of their trial in fome
gazette on their return to_ the United Stages, or
to communicate it for publication'to th - office of
the Secretary of State, in order that veuers ,may,,
bytheir fuccefs, be encouraged to make fimi
trials, apd be beanefitted byany im;ﬁro'ycm'c”sS s
new ideas which may occurtothem ia pratice., :

nill,

a
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mikes

C

TH: YEFFERSON.
Philade'pbiay’ November 21; VGt




