
ved a new report be ordered on the fiibjcQ
to be made in ten da\s, which wis decreed.

A thick Vv j il U.ll seems to cloud this fubjefl
and pre' -, at us as yet from forming a judgtrrn
on the t;ac!tion. The whole commercial inter
eft appessi io with tor the repeal of this hurriain
decree. As to the nesvs winch come daily fion
the colonies, they all contradict each <stber, am
each bears the ftampof the fpirii of pn.ty whicl
dilatedit. It appears, however, that here is
large majority again!! the adoption of the con
U'Ocd decree.

F H ILADELPHI A,
November 24.

E;::ra3 of a letterfrom a jfentlematiin Charlejlcn
to hisfriend in t.iu city, dated Nov. 4.

" It has been oblerved by leve.-al foreigners
rtiat, cor.Gderiti;; the immense benefits which lb
French rev luiion promises to the human race
that grand event has palled hi America with lei
cfht, less fympathyot joy, than could have b-er
leafonably expectcd from a people, who but fe
ven years before, had almost by dint of mere en
thufiaftic bravery, emancipatedthemselves f>on
the chains prepared for them by the parent (late

?In answer to this observation, it might be said
that the American war was of so tcdio s a du
ration, and such perpetual difappointmsms we/

the effetl of their struggles, r at the enthuftafn
of the people naturally fubflded, with the returi

of peace, into a cold and phlegmatic iridi tier
ence. During the interval, too, from the clofeo
the late American war to the last fuccefsful drug
gles of the friends of free government in France
characters were not wanting in this country wh<
exerted such abilities as they possessed, in endea
voridß to persuade the people that the principle:
for v Inch they had so recently fought and bled
were nugatory ?and that the right of ena£imj
lawi and governing themselves. lay not with iht
multitude of any nation, but with certain favor
ites of heaven, certain political magicians, tc

whom that sift was imparted (1 suppose) by form
supernatural means. The eftablifLment of £

free government in France, has thiOwn a damp
uoon ihc advocates of such dotfnnei. The po-
litical regeneration of twenty-five millions ol
men, as is the cafe in France, is an event thai
must forever abafil the patrons of a baneful a.if-
locracy in America. The pure doctrines of re-

rubticanifm, and an equality of rights mult and
will prevail; without which roan is but a rep-
tile, and liberty but a name; and if a monarchi-
cal form ol government be retained in f 1 ranee,
it 1 only because the lages of that countiy have
forefecn, ihat a reformationof abuTes (to work
a valuable effeil) inuft always be gradualm the

manner as the errors of the church o>

Rome were in times past reformed, and the au-
thority of the Pope lhaken off by the Princes ol
Europe, not by trampling the creed of the pon-
tilfunder foot in a sudden fit of paflion, but by
advancing the means of knowletfee among then
fuk-jefcis, winch bas left the Holy Father an

obieft of contempt to every body but his cardi-
nals, the officers oftheinquilition, and the devout
old women of his diocese."

I ? ??

On Sunday evening last, as three gentlemen,
of this city, were returning from Germantawn,
they were Hopped on the road about one mile
and an half from town by two robbers, armed
with curlaffes, who demanded their money,
clothes, and watches. Owing to some sudden
alarm, however, and some hesitation in comply-
ing with their request, the fellowsran off without
accomplishing their purpdle.

We are informed a machine has lately been
invented a: New-Haven, in the Hate of Connec-
ticut, to goby water, which takes wool or cotton in
thtir ranrftate; and withoutany, or very trifling
manual labor, car s, spins, and weaves to great
perfection. This machine (out informant fays)
is so invented as to raise water from a pond 01

lake fufficient to keep all its parts in conflant mo-
tion. _ , .

A meeting of the inhabitants ot the town ol

Ba limore was adverrifed to beheld on the l6'.h
instant, in order to detetmine on the propriety
and expediencyof applying to the General Al-
f. mbly of Maryland, now in fcflioa, for an a£t to

incorporate that town.

The General AfTembly of Vermont has passed
a law, layinga tax of one half-penny per acre on
all the lands in that state, for the purpose of rail-
ing the sum of ihiriy thousand dollars, to dis-
charge the demand of the state of New-Yor*
upon them.

Accounts from the windward Islands mention
a severe gale to have been felt in those parts 1-

boutthe 2,5th of Oflober, its principal direflion
front the north-weft to the south-west, which as
being diretlly opposite to the uniform Iwell oc-

casioned by the generaleaftem trade wind, loon
raised the- fe» to such a height as to force many
veflelson Ihore, particularly at St. Kitts, St. Eu-
ftitia, St. Thomas and St. Martins. Some ot

thele are wholly loft, others in a way of being

got off again.
A letter from the Island of Dominica, states

thai there aie no less thanfour hundred (laves 111

bat illand, the property of individuals in Sotuh
:aroima, who were brought off at evacua-
ion. lt We are much lurprized (adds the letter,
bat no demand has been made by the
?Qveiumeot of the United Slates tor their ueb-
,'rfry, as we reckon ourselvesbound by the treaty

of peace to reftorefuch propeity."
By the brigSally and Polly, arrivedon Monday

from Ptirt-au Prince, which place the left otl the
ajth ult. we learn that a treaty had been conclud-

Ed between the vhiics and ir.,dittoes in that pari
of St. Domingo ; in confequcnce or which, ijoc
perfoas of colour were embodied to in re-
ducing the blacks.
The following, aridrefs from the General Affem

bly of St. Domingo, was read in the Houl
of Reprcfentatives of the United States, 01
Monday last.

To the Honorable the Congress of the United
States.

Gentle j.ien,
IN our letter of the 24th of lad August, voireceived inforinaiion of the misfortunes, whit]

had befallen the northern part of this flourifmn;
colony. Our whole force, though very limited
has been levelled against the ravagers, who ar
U in'g it waste ; and we have (o far accomplish
ed our ends, as, if not to effect their total reduc-
tion, at leal! to check the evil in its progress
T hat unhappy catastrophe forced the Genera
Assembly of the French part of St. Domingo ti
embrace everymeans of fafety, indtfpenfable 11
fimilarcates, and rendered neceffaty by the ur
gency of 1 ncumftances; in conlequence o
which, the (hipping in general, and, among tin
relt, the veflels belonging to vour nation, haVi
experienced some little delay in their departure
But, desirous of maintaining that peace and har
aioii)', that i"ubG(t between France (of which wc

ccinftitute a part) and your Hates?desirous aifc
of tefiif,'ing, as faras in their power, their grate
ful acknosvledgmtnt of the generous fetvices
offered and rendered to the colony, bv the bravt
fubjtcl- of the United States?the General As
fembly, in conceit with the King's reprefenta
tive, have, in the firft place, lefafide the Droi
d'Aubaine, in favor of such as might fall victim
to their own /.eal and course. The Aflembl'
would have wished to abohfh it forever, and t<
extend the exemption to the Americans in gene
ral; but this object being a conrtitutional point
they intend to jpplv for it to the mother caun
try ; and we have nota doubt, that fhs will ea
gerly gratify our wifhe-.

In the next place, having taken intoconftdera
tion the obllacles, experiencedby Mr. Silvanu
Bourne, your consul in this colony, to the regif
try of his credentials?obftaclei, which -were oc
cafioned by certain formal defefcts?the Genera
Assembly huftened to remove Uieui, and to givt
orders that the fa;.d credentials Ihould be regit
tered.

Finally, under the cOlttant influence of tliofi
principles of justice and equity, which ceinen
the union between the two allied nations, ant
delirous of corresponding with the views o
France, who will ever hold dear that memora
ble epoch, when (he saw permanent securitygiv
en to the unlimited freedom of a nation, (hatha

furnilhedher with the florious example, for thi
recovery of her own rights to long mifunder
flood?The General Assembly have, in favor o
the Americans, hastened to take off the eir,

which the unfortunate fttuation of zi
fails had obligedthem to lay on all vessels with
oui dilLnction.

But in vain would the colony have recovers
her former tranquility* if the me&ns of applying
afpeedy remedy to the evil were not to be cm
ployed. The General Assembly have therefor,
determinedto fend to your body two new com
miflioners, Melfrs. Deßeauvots and Payan, wh
are providedwith letters from the Assembly am
the King's representative.

The General Assembly do not entertain
doubt, that you will, together with a favorabl
reception to them, give your assent to the requi
fitiens which they ar- etrfpowered to make 0

i'OU, the success of which will undoubtedly ex
tend its influence to the commerce, which th
fubieftsof the United States carry on with tin
colonv.

With this pleafmg hope, we contemplate thei
departure, and direfcf them to the representative
of a generous nation, the friend and ally ofFranc
fince'the year 178a, the period when (he full;
recovered her liberty.

I have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,

Your moll obedient humble servant,
J. PONCIGNON, President

Cape Francais, October 13, 179 1.

Extract from the KEGJ&'TL R of the Genera
Assembly of French St- D^vungo.

[Translation.]
OSlober 10, 1791-

A petition has been presented to the Afiembi
by Capt. Kullichy, matter of the American bri
Susanna, acquainting them that " not bei-n
able to find a market for lvis cargo in this port
it is already in a perishing condition, awt mur
be completely ruined, if kept longer on bout
He therefore requests leave to depart from thi
port, or, if he mi# be detained, that his carg
may be purchalcd at the expence of the colony.

in proceeding on the petition, a member pro
posed a decree, that when any American capfai
(hall not have found a sale for his cargo in th
port within fifteen days alter bis arrival,
reasonable price, (which price ihall be fixed b
the Afiembly) it flwll be lavvlul tor b>rti to «j.

the port, and proceed to any other in the co!o.
lie dial! fee fit.

A poflponement of this motion was ttiea met

tioned, but the AJfrmbly declared, that 1: was in

piopcr to deferthe confideratiun of the oiciion.
Another member pu ofed,that trie gov; r.mer:t

a! embargo ihould inftantfy be taken cis all Ame
(ican vef'ls, detained under that order.

The Alfembly taking into confutes '.on
om the calamities this island >abo. ,

notbi-nj; more clian an a& °f pr - \u25a0 -
them to extend the embargo,even to th? >nc: oi.o

if foreign yefleli J yet notwithstanding .
ivifii to ( .av all poflible regard to the rights of tia

rions, »n< therefore determine to continue (bit
:i>;afure as ljjprta tiinc as :itCyiu-ai.ices s*il r-':ini.<

Considering, moreover, that the sooner the fo-
reign treifels ill ail have difpoltd or their caigoes,

ti s loftier they will be enabled to return to their
r?/pe£tive countries, and bring out »utuie fuppiies
for ths subsistence of the coluny,

Deerecd, That the embargo laiJ upon foreign
vc.Tds be imrneoiately taken off, and tu«t it fhJI
b - lawfui for them to proceed to such ports in the
Co pay as to them lhaJl seem bell.

I ins Alfembly enjoins the Prefidcnt to acquaint
tie Lieutenant Governor General of the illand
wich the above decree, for his approbation, and
tm notify the fame to the Provincial A»fembl:es,
pro- iiionally appointed, of the northern, welternj
in) louthern departments, with aji injunction
upon the latter to make the decree known to the
M jn»cjpalities add other bodies poiitic oi thei;
i'tfyecVive diiltiiii.

Dowji .-.t the SclTions of the General Affcmb'j
the day, month, and vear above

(Signedj
'

PONCIGNON, Prejident.
JOUETTE, Vice-Prejident*

Cheron, Vie], Eerauilt,
Goulc, Secretaries.

[ And a little lciver~\
Signed and approved by

BLANCHELANDE.

Head in the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES
on Tuffdav iatl.

The Szcr stary ivkom was refer
red, by the 11ouse of
the "United States, the petition,of Jacob Ifaacks

<&f Newport, in Rhode-JjJand, has examined in!'
the truth and importance of the allegations tberev
Jetforth y and makes thereon thefollowing

REPORT.

THE petitioner sets forth, that, by variou:
experimeats, with considerable labor anc

;%pence, he hat' discovered a method of convertinj
faU-water into frefh, in the proportion of ?> pint:
aut of 10, bv a process To simple that it may bi
performed on board ofveileis at sea by the com-
Bio.i on caboufe Wit'n small alterby ihi
I'ame fire, and in the fame time, which is uiec
for cooking the Ihip's provisions ; and offers tt
:.nvey to the government of the United States 1

faithful account of his art, or secret, to be ufec
by or wkhin the United States, on their giving t(

nm a reward suitable to the importance of the dif-
:overy. and, in the opinion of government, ade.
juate to his expences, and the time he has devo
:sd to the bringing it into eft'ed.

In order to al'certain the merit of the petition-
er's discovery, it becomes necefl'ary to examine
:he advances a-ready made in the art of convert-
ng fait-water into frem.

Lord Bacon* to whom the world is indebted so;
he firft germs of so many branches us science, hat
>bferved, that, with a heat lufficient for diitilia-
ion* fait will not rife in vapour, and that fair
vater distilled, is ftefli. And it would seem thai
ill mankind might have observed, that the eartl
s supplied with frefh-water chiefly by exhalationrrom the sea, which is in fact an inienlibie aiftil
ation effected by the heat of the fun. Yet this,
:hough the moil obvious, was not the firft idea ir
be eflays for converting salt-water into freih. FiL
:ration was tried in vain, and congelation coulc
>e related tQ only in the coldest regions am
-afons. in all the earlier trials by diftilJation
"ome mixture was thought necetfary to aid thi
>peration by a partial precipitation of the fait
ind other foreign matters contained in sea-water
3f this kind were the methods of Sir Richar<
Hawkins, in the 16th century, of Glauber, Hau
on and Lifter, in the 17th, ana of Haies, Ap
>leby, Butler, Chapman, Hoffman and Dove, ix
;hc iSth : nor was there any thing in these me
hods worthy noting on the present occasion, ex
ept the very simple still contrived extempore b
Dapt. Chapman, and made from such material
is are to be found on board every ihip, great 0
"mall. This was a common pot with a woodej
id of the usual form, in the centcr of which

was bored to receive perpendicularly a fhor
vooden tube, made with an inch and half auger
vhich perpendicular tube received at it's top, an<
it an acute angle, another tube of wood aifo
vhich descended till it joined a third, of pewter
nadeby rolling up a difh,and palling it obliquel
hrough a caflc of cold water. With this fimpl
nachme he obtained two quarts of frefh-water ai

iour, and observed, that the of fuel vvouli
it. Ver\ trifling, if the still was contrived to flam
)n the tire along with the fbip's boiler.

In 1762, Dr. Lind propoiing to make expeji
ilents of several diltertnt mixtures,* firft diftillei
ain-water, which he supposed would be the purelV
ijid then sea-water, without any mixture, whicl
le expelled would be the least pure, in order t<
irrange between these two supposed extremes th

ofmerit of the fevera! ingredients he mean
0 trv. Ie To his great surprise," as he confefies
he sea-water wjthouc any mixture, wa
is pure as the rain-water. He pursued the dil
:overy and eftabiiflied the fad, that a pure am
rotable freih-water ma) be obtained from falt-wa
:er by iimplc diftiliation without the aid of an

for fining or precipitating it's foreigi
contents. In 1767, he proposed an extempore ilill
vhich, in fa&, was Chapman's, only lubftitutin
1 gun-barrel instead of Chapman's pewter tube
ind the hand-pump of the fiiip to be cut in tw

>bliquely, and joined at an acute angl.'j
mread of Chapman's wooden tubes bored ex
)refs>, or, imHad of th* wooden lid up,,gh
:übe, he propoiea a tea-kettie (without i; i lii
:>t handle.) to be turned bottom upwards ove, th
iouth of the pot, by way of ftill-hea?, and

»:übe heading from the spout to a ;un
3 irrel gaffing through a cafic of water, the who!
uted with etjuai pans ofchalk and meal moiftenei

fait- .vater.
Whfe this apparatus of a pot, tea- kcrtle an'

-.lii-bairel, the Dolphin, a2O gun iliip, in he
. .v . .(»und the world, in 1768, from 56 gallon

?a -atrr 7 nd w.lth 91b. of wood and 691b. 0

.? coa«, rnafi f 42 gallons of good frefhwater at tlx
i..*iO; zjU.'ii ai hour. The Doifetfhire, 'r

. ; from Cibriltar to Mahon, in 1769;
1., _.c ic quui .-ol water in 4 hour's vith lolb
fvvood: And the Slambal, in 1773, between

liomb-iy and Bengal, with a han<* pump,

barn I and a pof, cf 6 gallon of sea-watermade
10 quarts of frefh water in 3 hours.

In 1771* Dr. l-«Un, putting together Lind *

idea of diftillin# wwiLhovt a mixture, Chapman i

ftifTj and Dt. Frinxl'n'S method of cooling by
evaporation, obtained a premium of 50001. from
the Britiih paii'arnenc, He wet his tube con-
.'luntly with a mop infteadof palling, it through 4
calk of >/3ter ; He enlarged its bore alio in order
to jjive a freer parage to the vapour, and thereby
encreale its quantit) by leltening the refinance o:
prefiure on the evaporating furface: this la'*
Improvement v/a« his own 1 and it donbtlefvcontri-
buted to the »uccefs of his models 5 and we may
fuppofc the enlargement of the tube ro be ufefui to
that point at which the central parts of the vapour,
pafiing through it, would begin to escape conden-
sation' Lord Mulgrave uied his method in his
voyage towards theNorth Pole in 1773, making
from 34 to qfr gallons of freihwater a day, without
any great addition of fuel, as he lays,

M. de Bougainville in his voyage round the
world, uled, very fuccefafully, a ftiil which he 1
beeii contrived in 1763, by Poyffonier, lo as to
guard against the W3ter being thrown over from
the boiler irjto the pipe by the agitation of tl.a
Ih p- In this.one singularity was, that the fur-
nace or fire box was in the midale of the boiler,
so that the wafer Surrounded'it in Con'tafr. Tim
still, however, was expensive and occupied nuuh
room.

Such were the advances already made in the art
of obtaining frefti from fait water, when Mr.
Ifaacks, the pdtitionT, fuggerted his diScovery.

As the merit of this could be ascertained by
experiment only, the Secretary of State asked the
favor of Mr. Rittenhoufe, President of the Ame-
rican Philosophical Society, of Dt. Wiftar, pro-
feflbr of chemistry in the college ofPhiladelphia,,
and Dr. Hutchinfon, profelfor of chemistry in
the university of Pen jfylvania, to be prefer Cat
the experiments. Mr. Ifaacks 6xed the pot cfa
small caboufe, with a tin cap and strait tube of
tin pasting obliquely through a calk of cold water 5
he made use of a mixture, the compohtioa of
which he did not explain, and from 24 pints of
Tea water, taken up about 3 miles our of the
Capes of Delaware at flood tide, he distilled 22
pints of freih water, in 4 hours, with 2olb. of
seasoned pine, which was a little wetted by hav-
ing lain in the rain.

In a 2d experiment of the 21ft of March, per-
formed in a furnace and five gallon ftiil at th«
college, from 32 pints of sea water he drew 31
pints of fre/h water in 7 h. 24 min. with slib.5 lib.
of hickory which had been cutabout fix months.
in Order to decide whether Mr. Ifaacks's mixture
contributed in any and what degree to the success
of the operation, it was thought proper to repeat
his dxperirrTfcnc under the fame circumstances
exactly, except the omifiion of the mixture. Ac-
cordingly on the next day the fame quantity ot* sea
water was put into the fame still, the lame furnace
was used, and fuel from the lame pa.cel. It yield-
ed, as his had done, 31 pints.of freih water in n
min. more of time and with lolb less of wood.

On the 24th of March Mr. Ifaacks performed
a3d experiment. For this, a common iron pot
of gallons was fixed, in brick, work, and the
flue from the hearth wound once round the poc
fpiially, and then parted off up a chimney. Th«
can was of tin, and a strait tin tube of about two
inches diameter, passing obliquely through a bar-
rel of water, Served infteard of a worm. From 16
pints of Cca water he drew off 15 pints of frefli
wafer in 2 h. 55 min. with 31b. of dry hickory and
Sib. of seasoned pine. This experiment was also
repeated the next day, with the fame apparatus
and fuel from the lame parcel, but without the
mixture. Sixteen pints, of sea water yielded in
like manner 15 pints of freih, in 1 min. more of
time and with naif a pound less of wootl* On the
whole, it was evident that Mr. Ifaaeks'a mixrure
produced no advantage, either in the procels or
result of the distillation.

Theaiftilled water in ail these instances was
found on experiment to be as pure as the best
pump water of the city. Its taste indeed was not
as agreeable, but it was not such as ro produce
any oifguft. In fa&, we dr-inJc in common life,
in many places, and under many circumstances,
md almoit always at sea, a worse tasted, and pru-
sably a less wholeiome water.

The obtaining frelh from saltwater, forages was
onfidered as an important desideratum for the us&
if navigators. The procels for doing this by
iraple distillation is so efficacious, the ere#ing an
xtempore ftiil with luch utenltTs as are found on

voard of every lhip is lo practicable, as to autho-
ize the aflertion, that this desideratum is fatisfied.
o a very ufefui degree. But though this has been
Lone for upwards of 30 years, though Its realitv
las been eftablifhcd by the aCiual experience of
everal veifeis which have hadiecouife to it, yec
leither the fa£k nor the process i» known to the
nafsof seamen, to whom it would be the iru-ft ofe-
ulf and for whom it was principally wanted.
The Secretary of State is therefoie of opinion,
hat lincethe fubjeel has now been brought under
\u25babfervation, it ihould be made the occasion of
lifleminating its knowledge generally and effec-
ually among th- feafaring citizrns of the United
ita r es. The following is one of the many mc-
;hods which might be proposed fordoing this. Lec
he clearance lor every velTel. failing from the
>orts of the United States, be printed on a papei,
»n the back whereof frail be a printed account
t the el'fays which have been made for ob.ainii *

relh from fait water, mentioning ihortly tho:e
vhich have been unfuccefsful, and more ful y
hose which have succeeded ; defcrib'ng tne me-
:hods which have been found to answer for con.
trudling extempore ftllls of fucfi' jinpigments t
»re generally on board of e«\ry ve.fljel, with ai,.

:ommcndation, in all cases wheie they'ftall' na\e
>ccafion to to this expedient for obcaining
vater, to publifli the result of their crial in fom*
Jitette on their return to the United S( iiea, or
:o communicate it for publication to th ? orlke cf
;he Secretary ».f State, in order that otocra mas,
hftheir success, be encouraged to hmi'^r
[rials', and pe banefitted byany impro'vemencs ( .

new idca3 which may occur to them :a
TII : JEFFERSON.

Pbilade'pbioy Novemtir 17r. 1.


