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A great deal of debate took place, re-
lative, frft, to any legal obligation Nr.
Pinkney might be fuppofed to lie under
to the acceptance of his appointment to
a feat in the houfe of reprefentatives ;|
and, - fecondly, inrefpeétto the conftitu-
tionality of Mr. Mercer’s eleftion.

In the opinion of Teveral fpeakers,
Mr. Pinkney was mot bound by the
words of the conftitution to accept his
:1ppoinlmcn: ; that any obligation on
that {core could only be remotely dedu-
ced by implication, and that unlefs the
right of reficnation had been denied ex-
p"‘::l;ly in the conftitution, Mr. Pink-
ney was independent of any compulfion
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After fome time {pent in further de-
bating on this fubjett, the chairman of
the committee reported an amendment,
which report and amendment were
twice read,. and agreed to by the houfe,
and are as follow :

¢ It appears that at an eleftion }1?1‘1
for the ftate of Maryland on the firft
day of Oétober, 1790, William Pink-
ney was duly clefted a reprefentative
for that ftate, to ferve in the Houfe- of
Reprefentatives of the United States.

¢ That the certificate of his election
has been duly tranfmitted by the execu-
tive thereof, and heretofore {¢ reported
by your committee. -

¢ That, by letter dated the twenty-
fixth of September, 1791, directed to the
governor and council of that ftate,
William Pinkney refigned that ap-
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a writ for an election, to fupply the va-
cancy thereby occafioned, and have cer-
tified that John Francis Mercer was dy-
ly elected, by virtue of that writ, in
purfuance of thelaw of the ftate of Ma-
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WHEN outrages againfl the public peace have
183

been committed, which bear the {lrongeflt pre-
tumptive marks of havi g been fomented by a
particular body of men, it becomes all of that bo-
dy who pollefs the fentiments of moderation and
jullice to enter their proteft againft fuch outra-
ges, and to difclaim the authors and absttors of
them. We, therefore, the minifters of the Gof-
pel of peace, think it our duty to exprefs our
regret andindignationthatthe caufe of the church
of England has been made the pretext for dil-
tuibing the peace of fociety, violating the pro-
perty, and endangering the lives of individuals,
and difgracing our country in the eyes of all Eu-
rope.  We have to lament, that there fiill exifis
fo much of the {pirit of bigotry, and that our pi-
ous lzbours have failed of enlightning the peo-
Flc 1n {o material a point, With regard to your-
elf, Sir, we cannot be infcafible to. the enmity
you bear againft our hierarchy, and we fhall be
glad to fee you filenced by your an{werers, but
we would not have you burnt by the mob. We
owe you no affetion, but we conceive we have
no right 1o do you injury, We enjoy too much
ourfelves from " the favour and proteétion of the
law, to wifh to throw down its fences; and we
are fenfible that when our own boufes are of
glals, it would be bad policy in us to begin
breaking of windows, We beg you to believe
that, as moft of us have fludicd at the Uniyerfity,
we are able to undesfland a figure of fpeech, and
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Refolved, That on the trial, the de-
pofition of a witnefs fhall be received
which fhall have been taken more thar;
twenty-fiva days prior to the day affign-
gd for the trial, before any juﬁiceoor
Judge of the courts of the United States
orbeforeany chance]lor.juﬂiceorjudg;e’
of a {upreme or fuperidr court, mayor.
or chief magiftrate of a city, or judge of
a county court, or court of com?non
pleas of any of the United States; not
being of counfs] or attorney to either




