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From, Wood/all's (LondonJ Regijler.
On MONUMENTS,

Notwithstanding the num-
ber of extraordinarymen the French

Revolution has produced to the world,
the name of great is thought to convey
an idea too extensive to be allowed tc
more than one man, and what ought tc
be understood by the word great is ad-
mirably defined by one of the Frencl
orators. It is also very much to be ad
mired, thatprevious to the revcrlutior
two men only were allowedthe nami
of great ; thenecelTary consequence wil
be that great men, being confiderec
as they reallyare, very few in number
that august title will never be difputec
by their impartial cotemporaries, and istill more disinterestedposterity.

It was the opinion of Swift, that ;
nation does not givebirth to moic thar
one truly great man in less than io<
years. I have the honor to think th<
lame ; and for a definition of the wore
great in its proper extensive meaning
I prefer the French orator to whom i
have already alluded.

If we allow one great man to be pro
duced in an hundred years by every ci
vilized nation uponearth, the numbe;
to be handed to a remote posterity wil
be quite fufficient to latisfy human va
nity and pride.

It may be enquired what I mean by ;
great man. I am lure my idea of ,
great man is, when his works are di
rested to the benefit of mankind, in th<
perfedlion of any human art or fcienci
irom which the prcient or future age
must derive eternal benefit ; and legiila
tors come most particularly within thi
meaning. No one can deny the autho
of the French Revolution to be a mar
of this <\<fcriptio,p. i i]Ol is al
lowedby that nation itfelf to be Mira
beau. The latest posterity must b<
benefited by the bleflings of liberty
For he has the honor to be the cause o;

the next generation being born Free
which otherwise would have beer
slaves. A greater honor cannot in m)
opinion be conferred on human nature
The French verv modestly allow the ho
nor of this blessed freedom to one man
notwithstanding his numerous coadju
tors, and this very wifely, that tli<
word great should not be confounded
which it is in this country, by bestow
ing it on such prodigious numbers, anc
for such very moderate degrees of me
rit. By thus multiplying great men
vanity countera&s its own efforts, anc
we cease to have any great men. Whet
posterity surveys the monuments i.r
Westminster Abbey, and finds them in
numerable, they must, if they take i
upon credit of monumental teftimqnysuppose that their ancestors were al
great men, without exception. But i
they go about to enquire for the work
of their illustrious ancestors, they w:l
be told that their performances, aswel
as themselves, being of a pcrifhable na
ture, have been long since buried in ob
livion, as would the monuments, bu
for the hardness anddurability ofa mar
ble. Great men's works arc not of ;

perishable nature :
" Fini/k'd writings theft and tint defy,
" The only monvmcnti zv/iich cannot die.'"

But such are not the productions of th<
fiftieth part of our monumental ancef
tors. How a man would be laughed a
ifhe took the name from a monumen
in the Abbey, or elsewhere, and ther
went to enquire for those ftupendou:
performances for which he was sup
posed to have that honor conferred
or rather, how would he ftarewher
informedhis works were so trifling, tha
they scarcely survived the mournins
at his funeral. But these are not th<
eirors of thenation?they are theabfurd
itiesof a fewinterefted individuals,wh(
contribute to such empty foppery fron
the opinion they have of themselves
It is, as the poet fays, "a compliment that
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vanity pays to felf-love," in the conceiihat they, pofleffing a similarity ol
parts, will have the fame honor con-erred*

But such a numerous aflfembly ol
;reat men levels all diftinftions ; anc1
)0 fierity having feleited two or threevorthies from the numerous groupe.:onfigns the reft to that oblivion theynerit, and they become all littlemen.In this absurd manner hath the Ab-
tty been disfigured, and now the fame
v anity lays siege to St. Paul's, that ouiiollyshould be recorded in everypart oJhe metropolis.
Extraßcd from MARITIME OBSERVATIONSWritten in 1785,by Dr. Franklin.HO \V much more "commendablewould it be, if we could give upihe few minutes gratification afforded
pnee or twice a day by the taste offugatin our tea, rather than encourage the
:ruelties cxercifed in producing it. An:mineritFrench moralist fays, that when
he considers the wars we excite in Afri-
:a. to obtain slaves ; the numbers ne-clFarily slain in those wars ; the manyprisoners who perish at lea by sickness.
sad provisions, foul air, &c. &c. in the
traniportation, and how nany after-wards die, from the hardships of flave-
ly, he cannot, look on a piece of fugai
without conceiving it stained withfpots
of human blood. Had he added theconsideration of the wars we make tc
take and re-take the sugar-lands from
one another, and the fleets and armies
that pcrifh m those expeditions, hemight have seen his sugar, not merely
spotted, but thoroughly dyed fearlei in
(train. It is their wars that make the
maritime powers of Europe, the inha-
bitants of London and Paris, pay dear-
er for sugar than those erf" Vienna, z
thousand miles from the sea; becaufc
their sugar cods not only the price they
pay for it by the pound, but all they
pay in taxes to maintain the fleets anc'
irrnies that fight for it !

PARIS, Sept. 21.
The Municipality, as the firft efforl

to aid their fellow citizens in deriving
thegreateft poflible advantagefrom the
new Constitution, have proposed the
following cjueftions :

1. What are the best means, within
the power of the Municipality, ofexci-

tineih Paris the efforts of industry. andO
...

'

encouraging in it the establishmentoi
manufactures of all kinds ?

2. What are the belt means, within
the power of the municipalityof pro-
curing for the capital ail the advantages
which it may hope from general com-
merce with refpe£t to its lituation, the
lumber and chara&erofits inhabitants,
it connexion with the departments ol
:he kingdom and with foreign nations.

For each of the two best answers, on
hefe questions, to be sent in before the

firft of February, they offer a gold me-
lal of 600 livres value, and for each ol
the four next agold medal of 200 livrcs
value.

LONDON, Sept. 18.
Ten of the repiclentativesofParis for

the next Wiflature were chosen whrn
the last ac 'unts came away. The
whole numbei is twenty-four, and the
cleftors go on at the rate of oneper day.

In other parts of the kingdom the
cleftions being less contested, proceed
with greater dispatch.

In iome instances the whole repre-
sentatives of a department have been
slefted in one day.

The establishmentof Justices ofPeace
by the new Constitution is univcrfally
approved. As an instance, M. Riviere,
elected a justice in the diftritt of Bour-
dcaux, in the course of three months
from the time of entering on his office,
had three hundred and twelve cases
brought before him. Of these he de-
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cided three hundred and seven, one wa;
terminatedby calling in two arbitrators
and onlyfour came before the tribunalas the diftrift.

The French emigrants are said to be
r p'.it into two parties. The one at the
lead of which is Conde, wishes to re-
tore the old government. The other,
it the head of which is Bouillie, is foi
i modificationof the new constitution,
I .'le parties hold no intercourse.

The plan of the latter party is said tc
je a pacific lyftem ; to prevent a nati-
jral bankruptcy; to declarethe afTignat;
part of the public debt ; to convoke the
>tates General in the ancient form :
einftate the clergy, with a proviso sot
eimburfing the holders of allignats :
he sales of church lands to be confirm-

ed or annulled, as shall be thought ex-
Jedient, and if annulled, the purchasers
obe indemnified in ten years 4 to fe-
jueftrate vacant benefices ; to reducc
;reat benefices ; to disarm the country
neople ; to reform the religious orders ;
0 abolish all diftin.;:ons refpe&ing eli-
gibility to public offices ; to re-eftablifb
lie nobility, without pecuniary privi-
eges ; and to make the States General
permanent till a perfedt consolidation.

Mr. Fawkner's ftavo&the continent
iviii be much longer than was expected.
isle will not only infpeft the treaty with
he Porte, but, it is thought, negociate

1 commercial treaty with Ruflia, upon
iberal terms to both countries. This
:rcaty was in agitation some years ago
Dut (ufpendedon accountofthelate war
it i» now undergoing some new modifi-
cations, which the fucceflion of events
makes neceflary.Prince John, the African Prince, is ar-
rived here from Sierra Leona. His bu-
finffs to this country appears chiefly tc
\u25a0ie Tfifpetting the llavc iraiic. He ha;
met with a very cordial reception ir
this city, and particularly among the
gentlemen who wifii for the abolitior
of /he (lave trade.

NationalAssembly of Francr,
September 15.Mi Target, who had in his poflef

fion the King's letter of acceptance
moved, that it, as well as the Conftitu
tional code should be deposited in th(
archives of the allembly?Decreed.

M. Goupil moved, that as the confti
tution was now finifhed, it should be
published overthe Empire with all pof
lible solemnity.

M. Ragnauld seconded the motion
with an amendment, that, after proclaiming it in each municipality, T
Deum should be sung, and that this ce
remony should be followed with fefti
vals and public rejoicings,

M. Duport moved, that the publica
tiori of the constitution should be ac
iccompaniedby a release of prisoners o
a certain description.

These proposals were adopted?the
[ast with lome modification.

In the German papers is the follow
ing letterfrom the Czarina to the Kinsas Sweden :

" Your Majesty may reft allured, tha
my sentiments agree with yours refpeft
ing the unfortunate Louis XVI. anc
that I sincerely lament his fate as wel
as your Majesty. I hope that our la-
mentationswill not be fruitlefs, and thai
we shall ma.iifeft the lively interefl
which we feel for him. The resolution
which you have made in his favour i<
worthy of your courage and of youi
magnanimity, and worthy of the fuc-
ceflor of the great Guftavus. For the
fake ofpeace I have made some impor-
tant facrifices ; and I should be willing
to make much greater, in bringing ef-
fcftually to bear your glorious under-
taking. I shall consider the day on
which I hear that Louis has recovered
his authorityand his prerogatives, and
has forgotten his enemies, as the happi-
est of my life."*

Numb, i i.
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CONGRESS.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Wednesday, Nov. 30.A bill from the Senate, cntituled.
" An ast concerning eonfuls and vice-
confuls, was read a firft second time,
and committed to a committee of tha
whole on Tuesday next.

The speaker then laidbefore the house
a letterfrom the attorney-general," re-
lative to his report on the judicialsys-
tem of the ynited States ; which having
been read, it was ordered thereuoon,
that so much of the orderof the 9th inft.
as direftsthc attorney-generalto report
to this house such further information
as he may be in poffelfon of, relative to
:he operationof the judicial system, be
iifcharged?it was also ordered, that
he committee for laid report be dip
charged, and that it be referred to Mr.
Sedgwick, Mr. Ilillhoufe, Mr. L aw-
rancc, Mr. Boudinot, Mr. Kittera, Mr.
Murray, and Mr. Madison.

A petition was read from Jonathan
Haynes, for relief in considerationof a
wound received in the American ser-
vice during the late war?Referred to
the Secretary at War.

Mr. Goodhue, from the committee,
prsfented a bill relative to the regifter-
mg of Vessels?which being read a firft:
ind second time, was committed to a
committee of the whole, on Tuefdav
next.

Two memorialsfrom the distillers of
rum and geneva, in the town of Provi-
dence,were read, praying further revi-
sion of the ast, p&Uv:<l at ihc lail leflion,
imposing dutieson spirits distilled with-
in the United States?Referred to the
Secretary of the Treasury.

The house then proceeded to consi-
der the amendmentsfrom the commit-
tee, reported yesterday, to the bill for
making compensation to widows, Or-
phans, and invalids, in certain cases?
which amendmentsbeing read and de-
bated on, thebill was orderedto be read
the third time to-morrow.

A message was received from the Se-
nate, by Mr. Otis, acquainting thehouse, that the Senate had pa(fed a bill,
sntitled, " An ast relative to the elec-
:ion of a President and Vice-Prefidcnt
of the United States, and declaring the
officer who shall ast as President in cafe
of vacancies in the offices both of Presi-dent and Vice-Prefident"?to which
they desired the concurrence of the
house. Adjourned.

Thursday, December 1,
The bill makingcompensation to wi-dows, orphans, and invalids, in certaincases, was read a third time, palled thehouse, and sent to the Senate for their

concurrence.
The bill sent from the Senate, rela-

tive to the election of a President andVice-President of the United States, incafe of vacancies,was read thefirft time.
A letter wasread from the Secretary

at War, inclosing his report on the pe-tition of ThomasCampbell?which wasordered to lie on the table.
According to the order of the day,

the house resolved itfelf into com-mittee of the whole on the bill for therelief of David Cook?Mr. Muhlen-
oerg in the chair?who, after some
ime spent on the bill, reported thefame without amendment?An amend-

ment was afterwards introduced by thehouse, making provision for captainWilliam Campbell?the bill was thenordered to be engroflcd for a third read-ing to-morrow.
A committeewas then ordered to beappointed to prepare and bring in a

bill to explainand amend the acts whichrelate to the seven years half-pay pro-


