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COPIES of the LAWS
Parted in the

TERRITORY of the UNITED STATES,
North-weftof the River Ohio,

By the Governor and Justices thereof
Agreeably to the Ordinance of Congress of Jul]

1 3> '76 "> and made out from the Original Re
rords in the Office ofthe Secretary for the fai<
Territory.

I
A LAWfor Regulating afid EJlablifhini

the Militia in the Territory of tk
UnitedSStats,e s, north-weft ofthe River Ohio
Passed July 25th, 1738.

ALL male inhabitantsbetween the age of fix
teen and fifty, fhali be liable to, and per

military duty, and be formed into corps i;
the following manner :

Sixty-four rank and file shall form a company
Eight companies shall form a battalion.
Two battalions shall form a regiment.
There (ha)l be appointed to each company, on

captain, one lieutenant, one ensign, four fer
geauts, four corporals, one drummer, and onLft.r,

To a battalion there shall be appointed, on
lieutenant-colonel,one major, and one adjutant

To a regiment, one colonel.
The corps shall be divided into senior and ju

A<or ciaffes.
s2t:d whereas, in the infant state of a countr

defence and protection are absolutely eiTentiai?
All male inhabitants of the age of sixteen arm
upwards /hall be armed, equipped and accoutre*
in the following manner :

With a musket and bayonet, or rifle, car
iridge-box and pouch, or powder-horn, and bul
let pouch, with forty rounds of cartridges, or on
jound of powder and four pounds of lead, prim
ing-wire and brush, and fix flints.

And whereas for securing the principles of de
Jtace anup.to
bled upon certain times, and at certain places
for examining and inspeCting the arms and ac
Coutiements, and for disciplining the men in ;
soldierly manner : And whereas the aflembling 01

the members of community, at fixed periods con
duces to health, civilization and morality, an<
such aflembling without arms, in a newly fettlec
country, may be attended with danger 5 There
fore, the corps shall be paraded at ten o'clock ii
the morning of each firft day ofthe week, armed
equipped and accoutred as aforefaid, in conveni
ent places next adjacent to the place or place
already assigned, or to be assigned for public wor
Hiip. At other times and places the corps fhal
be paraded for muster, exercise, and review, as th<
commander in chief may direCfc. And whereas
in the present state of the territory, it is neceffa
ry that guards be established?The commander ii
chief and the commanding officers of counties
and of fmaUer diftri&s, shall make such detach
ments, for guards and other military duty, as th<
public exigencies may in his or their opinion rs>
quire.

Those who have borne commissions, civil o
military in the service of the United States, 01
either of them, and who have been honorabi
oifcharged therefrom, and all such as have bee;
graduated in colleges or universities shall com
pofc the senior class. Males above the age 0

fifty shall be liable to military duty in cases o
aCiual iavalion only, and then at the direction o

the commander in chief. Officers of civil go
vernment, appointed by Congress, orcommilfion
ed by the governor, are exempted from the dutie
aforefaid.

If any male inhabitant shall negleCt or re
fufe to appear at the fixed times and places 0

parade by this law eitablifned, he /hall be fine<
in the turn of twenty-five cents, unless he fhai
render an excu'fe to the fatisfaCiion of the com
manding officer of his corps. If any male a

aforefaid ihall neglect or refufe to appear at fuel
time and place as the commander in chief fhal
specially direCt for muster, review, and exercise
he (hall be fined in the sum of fifty cents, unlef:
cxcufed as aforefaid.

Jf any male, as aforefaid, shall neglect 01

refule to appear upon the order of the commando
in chief, or other officers as aforefaid, for guards
ex other ordinary military duty, or refufe toper-
form the fame, lie shall be fined in the sum of one
hundred Ceats?-which offences shall be heard and
determined by the officers of the company tc
which the offender may belong, and upon con-

viction, a warrant of distress ihall iflue from the
commander of such company, directed to either
of the sergeants of the fame, requiring hirn to
colieCt the fines aforefaid, and pay the lame into
the treasury of the town, city or county wherein
the convidtion shall have taken place, within
twenty days next after ifTuing such warrant, tor
the fccond and all succeeding offences in the cases
before mentioned, the persons charged with ha-
ving committed the fame, shall be heard, tried
and sentenced by courts martial.

]f any male inhabitant as aforefaid, shall ne-

gleft or refufe to appearand perform his duty un-
der the orders of the commander in chief, againfi
an enemy invading the ter.itory, or shall refufe,
disobey or neglect the orders given by his officers,
or any of them in time of adiion, he shall be
deemed guilty of cowardice and desertion, aßd b<
heard tried and sentenced by a court martial. Al
officers shall be attentive to the .forming) disci
piining, parading and commanding their refpec
tive corps, and to such otiier duties as shall re
fpe&ively bind them by thiriaw, and by the or
ders from rime to time to be given by the com
mandcr in chief.

If any officer shall be guilty of a breach of thi
law, or in any refpeft violate, or neglect his duty
he lhail be heard, tried and sentenced by a cour
martial.

A court martial shall conftft of, not more thai
thirteen members, nor less than five, whereofon
at least shall have rank, superior to that of a cap
tain*

A court martial shall be appointed by the com
mander in chiefs or the- commanding officers o
a regiment or battalion, but the commander ii
;hief only shall have the power of approving an<

:arryinginto effect sentences of courts martial
thereby the punilhment shall be or ai

officer cashiered.

11.
A LAWfor ejiablifbirg General Courts of Qy a i

ter Sessions of the Peace {ar.J therein of tb
Powers of Jingy Ju/iices) and for
County Courts of Common Fleas; (ant
therein of tbe poiver offinale Judges to hear ant

determine uponfmall debts snd contratts;) and alj
a Law for ejlablijl/ir.g tbe Office of Sheriff
and for tbe appointment ofSheriffs.

PASSED AUGUST 23d, 1788.

THERE shall be a Court in each County, ftyle<
th» General Quarter Sefiions of the £eace

lolden ani kept four times in every year iii eacl
:ounty.

That for the County of Waflilngton shall b>
lolden and kept at the city of Marietta upon th:
"econd Tuesdays of March, June, September, an<
December. At>d there shall be a competent nam
ier of Justices of the Peace iti every of the coun
iesy appointed and ccmmiffioned by die Governs
inder the Seal ofr the Territory, which Juflices, o
iny three of them, one at least being of the quo
um, shall and may bold the General Sefiions o
he Peace according to law.

Not less than three, not* more than five of th<
aid Juflices, in each county lhall be fpccially na
ned in a general com million for holding the fait
ourts ofQuarter Sellions of the Peace.
The Justices or any three ofthem, one being o

he quorum as aforefaid, may hold Special Sef
ions when, and as often as occasion may require

And the said Justices, and each and every o
hem shall have power and authority, in and outo
effions to take ail manner of recognizances witt
r without surety for good behavior so keep th<
icace, or for appearance at a Superior Judicatory
whether to theQuarter Sefiions, ifout of the tim<
if feflions, or to the General Court of the Terri
ory as the cafe may be, to answer to charges exhi-
bited or crimes committed in the view of fuel
uftices, or any ofthem, and whereof they hav<
iot competent power to hear and determine?Anc
n cafe any person or'perfon# shall refufe to ente
nto recognizance as aforefjid, and to find fureti
vhenthereunto required, it shall and may be law
ul for such Justice or Justices in or out of fef
ions as aforefaid, to commit the person or person
o refufing, to gaol, there to remain until he 0
hey shall comply with the order of such Juftic<
r Justices.
All recognizances for the peace, good behavio

r appearance at th-2 feflions which shall be taker
iy any of the Justice* out ofsessions, shall be cer
ified into their laid general feflions of the peaci
obe holden next after the taking thereof.- an<

very recognizance taken in or out of feflions so
ufpicion of any manner of crime not tryable ii
aid court of Quarter Seffioosof the Peace, shall b
icrtified before the general court of the territor;
it their next succeeding term, or before a court o

3yer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery for thl
ounty to be holden next afrerthe taking thereof
vithouc concealing, detaining or embezzling th
ame. And in cafe any personor person s thallfor
eit his or thrir recognizances of the peace, goov
jchavior or appearance, the recognizances so for

"eited with the record of default, or cause of for
eiture shall be feni and certified without delay b;
he Justice or Justices of the Peace, into th:
Quarter Sefiions, if taken out of the Sefiions am

eturnable to the fame ; or into the Ceneral cour;

>f the territory, as the cafe may be, whether taker
n or out of feflions : lhac in either cafe procel!
nay ifTue according to law. All which forfeiture:
hall be levied by the proper officers, and paid tc

:he clerks of the respeCtive courts, to be paid b)
hem into the public trealuries ; that is to *ay, b)
he Clerk of the Quarter Sefiions into the '1 rca-

rury of the county?and by the Clerk of the Gen-

ial Court into the general Treasury of the terri

'°Onr or mote Justices of the Peace ftail unc

may out of leflioni, he«r and determine
to the course of the common law, petit crimes anc
mildemeanors wherein the punifliment ihail uc bj
fine only, and not exweding three dollars, and u

ifTffs and rax costs?And in cafe any person 01

>erfons lhall rcfufc to obey, fulfil and perforin, th
V licence or sentences given against him or them by
for JuiHce or Jirftices herein* it fliaH and may be
awful for such Justice or Jultices to. commit the
Iciinquent or delinquents to gaol, there to remain
jjitil fentsnce be performed.?-And it /hall be law-
ui for such Justice or Justices whenever the crimc
h ill be committed in his or their presence or view,
:a fente»ce as aforefaid, without further examin-
it a : And which fines iha!l be by such Jaftice
5r Justices paid to the Cleric of the Court of Quar-
r- SeJions, and by him paid into the count]
iieafiity. All warrants ifTued by a Justice, 01
Justices out of Seilions, either for apprehending,
I'ecu-ring or committing to gaol, persons fufpe&ec
or convi&ed of crimes shall be under the hand an<
fcal of such Justice or Justices, and directed to ar
iflicej or officers whose duty it /hall be to executi
Criminal process; and such officer or officers fhal
abey the warrant or warrants ifiued as aforefaid.

1he Courts of General Quarter Sefiwns of th<
Peace ihall and may hear,, determine arr i fenrenc<
according to the course of the common law, ah
:iwnes and misdemeanors, of whatever nature 01
kind, committed within their refpeciive counties
:he punifliment whereof doth not extend to life,
imb, imprisonment for more than one year, o»
orfeiture of goods and chattels, or lands and tene-
nents, to the governmentof the territory.

And that persons inditted or outlawed in dn«
ouuty, who dwell) remove, or are received intc
mother county, maybe brought to justice, the
aid courts of General Quarter Seilions of the
Peace, fljall and may diredl their writs or precepts
j/ider the leal of the courts, and signed by th«
:)erks refpedtively, to ail or any of the fheriffs, 01
»ther officers empowered by law to execute cfi mi-
irfl process in each or any of the counties within
fee territory as the cafe may be, requiring to tak<
w>d bring before said court, such persons indi&ec
>r outlawed as aforefaid. And the said Court ol
garter Seilions shaH and ma/ ilfue fubpeenas
ind other warrants under the seal of the court, arm
!i£ned by the clerlf, into any county or place in th<
arritory for summoning or bringing any person tc
jiveevidence in and upon any matter or cause, ex
itninable or tryable before such court, under fuel
>nins and penalties as fubpeenas or warrants oftha
ti+ld are by law granted and awarded. And .
ft:ftice or Justices out of feifions, may in like man

3.n/) inkier Jimilar penalties, grant fubpcsnuu
nd warrants to any place or places withii
heir refpe&ive counties,

[To bt continued.]

LIBERTY of the PRESS.
Translated ExtraEl from M, Robefpierre\
fpt&h in thz National Affcmbly, on th
23d of Augujt 1791.
THE liberty of the Press is the onl)

iffe£tu#l check ofarbitrary power, Th<
:onfequcnce\hasbeen, the uniform en
ieavour of all such governments so tc
nterpret this liberty, as finally to ren
ier it a mere nullity. The moment of ;
-evolution is perhaps a time the leaf
"eafonablefor difcuiTing the great prin
:ipies upon which the liberty of th?
jrefs is founded, bccaufe at such a tim«
l! 1 parties of men are the fubje&s of th<
ittacksof the prels from one quarter oi
mother, and consequently are too fore
C> reaion deliberatelyon granting it the

Full extent of liberty it ought to have?
But, let it be the glory of the Nationa
Aflembly of France' to be above preju-
dice and to disregard all personal con
federations?this is the example that ha:
t>een set before us by the United State:

America, on the great question of th<
liberty of the prels.?The liberty o
publ'fhing our sentiments is the greai
bulwark of liberty, and can only be li
rfited, even in the smallest degree, b)
iefpoticgovernmcnts.?ls the press fret
when it is prohibited from publifhiiU
:cnfure ana defamation of chara&ers i
[ think you will agreewith me that it i:
not?There is no liberty of the pref:
where the author of any piece is liabh
:o arbitrary prosecution?and here ]
will observe, that there is an elfentia
iifference between criminalaUs and th<
fffcnccs of the. press.?Criminal a£lion:
ire of a palpable and sensible nature,

rhey can be proved in conformity tc
:ertain establishedrules and by infalli-

methods, after which the law can
:ake its course without any mixtureoi
arbitraryproceeding. As to mere opi-
nions, puolifhed to the world, their me-
rits or their criminalitymust always de-
pend upc*u rational principles, justice,
and public intercifc, and often-times up-
on- amultitudeofpeculiarcircumfiances.

which are neceflarilyproductive of great
uncertainty. The moll particular cir-
cumfpeftion, therefore, is necessary in
naking laws to regulate the liberty of
he press» Laws expressly enacted to
ecuts the liberty of the press have al-
ways, in the end, proved the infallible
neans of annihilating it. Recollett,
Gentlemen, what has passed under the
ate French government : under pre-
enceof public good, writers, especially
political writers, lived a life of perfeeu-
iioti and misery from those whose duty
t was to proteO: them. What were the
writings, which, prior to the revoluti-
an, were the objects of such marked fe-
yerity ??The very writings which
we at this day admire, and whose au-
thors havebeen thought worthy the ho-
mage of the nation. A proof this, that
ime and situation alone determine whe-

;her an author fliall be perfccuted orbe
;rowned with honour. Only three
,'ears ago the Social Compacl, was con-
demned as a treasonable work. John[ames RoufTeau, the man who did the
noft tp bring about the present revolu-
ion?that very John James Roffeau,
.vasby adecreeof the nation, pronounc-
:d a traitor, a man of dangerousprinci-
jles, a seditious pest?-and nothing pre-
sented his neck being brought to the
>lock, but the fears the government be-
jan to entertain, in the latter part of his
;ime,of the couragc of the patriotic par-
:y in France.?But even at this late pe-riod, if despotism had only known her
remaining strength and influence over
he nation, existing by the force of long
labit?Rouflcaus'head wouldhave paid
or the ferviceshe rendered to mankind,
ind he wouldhave addedone to the num-
>er of the illuflrious vi&ims whom fa-laticifm, delpotlfm and tyranny have al-
ways considered as too dangerous to
heir cause to be fufFered to live. Be
iflured, then, Gentlemen, that nothing
s of a more delicatenature, perhaps no-hing is more impossible, than to make
in equitable lawto infli& penalties, for
he opinions which men may publish,
specially on those matters which are
he natural obje&s of human reason,inowledge and enquiry. What you.
lave done, is all that can be done in this
:afc ; and that is, to consider him as acriminal, who plainly and explicitly
not by any kind of implication] oifendsigainft the spirit of the law.
Further than this you cannot go with-

aut infringing the liberty of the press
in its essential properties and princi-ples.
g?. 1 ,g xju l? mi ?

From, a late French. Paper. I
TO those who read history it must be

Fatiguing to observe the odious confe-
rences of dijiindion of birth with all
nations who have fuffered such dillinc-*-
rions to prevail among them. We may
however, gratify our risible faculties
when wc cast an eye upon the ridicule
which has attended those diflin&ions.
Hereditary honours have ever beenfood for the pen of the satirist, becaufc
:hey are absurd in their very princi-
ples.

The eflfcnce of family diftin&ion de-
pends upon the feudal law. The mo-
ment it falls under the view of the laws
sf equity and nature it is annihilated.
What then shall we think ofhereditary
honaurs and titlesbeing put up at sale ?
When we fee a man, composed of the
jafefl materials [provided he has onlytiad low cunning enough to amass a for
:une] purchasing afterwards, as it were
in the market house, the right of be-
aming the founder of a noble race, and
anticipating among his defendants,
lords, dukes, and peers !

The best methodto restore those per-rons to their senses who are admirers of
titles, and all the nonsense of quality
and nobility, would be to recapitulate
the quarrels of Princes with their legal
defcondants ; the disputes of thesewith


