~ twenty days next after iffuing fuch warrant. For
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AT HENT I,
(Never before printed.)
COPIES or THE LAWS
Paffed in the
TERRITORY of the UNITED STATES,
North-weflt of the River On1o,
By the Governor and Juftices thereof,

Agreeably to the Ordinance of Congrefs of July
13, 1757, and made out from the Original Re-

f;-,;ds mthe Office ofthe Secretary for the faid |,

erritory,

I

ALAW for Regulating and Eftablifling
the Mivitra in the Territory of the
UnatedS tates, north-weft of the River Ohio.
Pafled july 25th, 1738,

LL male inhabitants between the age of fix-

en and fifty, fhall be liable to, and per-

ary duty, and be formed into corps in
the following manner :

Sixty-four rank and file (hall form a company.

Light companies thall form a battalion,

Two battalions fhall form a regiment.

There thall be appointed to each company, one
€aptain, oae lieutenant, one enfign, four fer-
geants, four corporals, one drummer, and one
Sifer,

To a battalion there fhall be .appointed, one
licutenant-colonel, one major, and one adjutant.

To a regiment, onc colonel,

_The corps fhall be divided into fenior and ju-
nior ciafies.

~ind whereas, in the infant ftate of a couatry
defence and protetion are abfolutely effentiai—
Al male inhabitants of the age of fixteen and
upwards fhall be armed, equipped and accoutred
in the following manner :

With a mufket and bayonmet, or rifle, car-
tridge-box and pouch, or powder-horn, and bul-
let pouch, with forty rounds of cartridges, or one
pound of powder and four pounds of lead, prim-
ing-wire and bruth, and fix flints.

And avbereas for fecuring the principles of de<
fence-and proteQiony it ié—ascefary [0 ix.allemm-
tled upon certain times, and at certain places,

for examining and infpe&ing the arms and ac-
coutrements, and for difciplining the men in a
foldierly manver : And whereas the affembling of
the members of community, at fixed periods con-

forin

duces to health, civilization and morality, and faid Juftices, in each county thall be F[’CC.‘-‘UY na
fuch affembling without arms, in a newly fettled med in a general f""}m’m"" for holding the faid
country, may be attended with danger j “There-| courts of Quarter Seflions of the Peace.

fore, the corps fhall be paraded at ten b’clock in

the morning of each firft day of the week, armed, the quorum as afore_faid, may hold Special §ef.
equipped and accoutred as aforefaid, in conveni-} fions when, and as often as occafion may requive.

ent places next. adjacent to the place or places

already afligned, or to be affigned for public wor-| them:fhall have power and authority, in and outof v
fhip. At other times and places the corps fhall| feffions to take all manner of recognizances with confcqucnce ‘has been, the uniform en-
be paraded for mufter, exercife, and review, asthe ! or without. furety for good behavior fo keep thel deayour of all fuch governments {o to
commander in chief may dire@. And whereas, | peace, or for appearance at a Superior Judicatory,
in the prefent ffate of the territory, it is necefia-| whether to the Quarter Seflions, if out of the time
ry that guards be eftablithed—The commander in| of feffions, or to the General Court of the Terri-
chief and the commanding officers of counties, | tory as the cafe may be, to an{wer to charges exhi- ! :
and of fmaller diftri@s, hall make fuch detach-| bited or crimes committed in the view of fuch{{eafonable for dlfcufﬁng the great prin-
ments, for guards and other military duty, as the| Jufices, or any of them, and x_uf_)ereuf.thcy have cip!es upon which the libcriy of the
public exigencies may in his or their opinion rg-| not competent power to hear and determine—And
in cafe any perfon or perfons fhall refufe to enter

quire.

Thofe who have borpe cofmiffions, civil orfi
military in the fervice of the Upited Statesy or { when thereunto required, it f.'hall :fnd may be law:
either of them, and who have been honorably| ful for fuch Juftice or Juftices in or out of fef-{apothet, and confequently are too fore
difcharged therefrom, and all fuch as have been| fions as aforefaid, to commit the pe.rfon or.perfong
graduated in colleges or univerfitics fhall com-} fo refufing, to gaol, there to remain until he or
Males above the age of| they (hall comply with the order of fuch JuRtice
fifty fhall be liable to military duty in cafes of f or Juttices.

pofe the fenior clafs,

a&uzl invafion only, and then at the QireCtion of
the commander in chief.

aforefaid.

If any male inbabitant fhall negle@ “or re-|every recognizance taken in or out of feffions for

fufe to appear at the fixed times and places of
parade by this Jaw eftablifhed, he fhall be ﬁne.d‘
in the fum of twenty-five cents, unlefs he fhail

render an excufe to the fatisfaition of the com-| at their next fucceeding term, or befare a courtof

manding officer of his corps. If any maleas

y - < ¥ :
aforefaid fhall negleét or refufe to appear at foch| county to be holden rext after the taking thereof,

time and place as the commander in chief ﬂ};a_ll
fpecially dire@ for mufter, review, andexerciic,
he fhall be fined in the fum of fifty cents, unlefs
excufed as aforefaid.

If any maie, as aforefaid, fhall negle& or
refuie to appear upon the order of the commandes
in chief, or other officers as aforefaid, for guards
or other ordinary military duty, or refufe to per-
form the fame, he fhall be fined in the fum of one
hundred tents—-which offences fhall be hearc and
determined by the officers of the company to
which the offender may belong, and upon con-
vi&ion, a warrant of diftrefs fhall iffue from the
commander of fuch company, dire&_ed Lo‘c;rher
of the fergeants of the fame, requiring him to
colledt the fines aforefaid, and pay the fame into
the treafury of the town, city or county wh'ere.m
the conviétion fhall have taken place, within

the fecond and all fucceeding offences in the cafes
before mentioned, the perfons charged with ha-
ving committed the fame, fhall be heard, tried
and fentenced by eourts martial.

Officers of civil go-| or appearance at the feflions which fhall be taken
vernment, appointed by Congrefs, or commiffion-{ by any of the Juftices out of fefions, fhall be cer-
ed by the governor, arc exempted from the duties| (ifed into their faid general feflivns of the peace

gle&t or refufe to appear and perform his duty un-
der the orders of the commander in chief, againt
an enemy invading the tersitory, of fhall refufe,
difabey or negled@ the orders given by his officers,
or any of thém in time of aion; he fWall be
deemed guilty of cowardice and defertion; ‘and be
heard tried and fentenced by a court martials Ali
oflicers thall bz “attentive to the formingy difci-
plining, parading and commanding their refpec-
tive corpsy and to fuch opher duties .as fhall re-
fpe@ively bind them by thiglaw, and by the or-
ders from time to time to be given by the com-
mander in ¢hief.

If any officer fhall be guiity of a breach of this
aw, or in any refpeé violate, or negleé his duty,
be fhall be beard, tried and fentenced by a court
martial.

A court martial fhall confift of, not mose than
thirteed members, nor lefs than five, wheréotone
at leaft thall have rank fuperior to that of a cap
tain,

A court martial thall.be appointed by the com-
mander in chiefy or the commanding officers of
a regiment or battalion, but the commander in
chief only fhall have the power of approving and
carryinginto effe€t fentences of courts martial,
whereby the. punifiment fhall be capitaly oran
officer cafhiered,

Dt

’ 1.

A LAW for eflablifping General Courts of Quan
TER Sesstons of the Peace (and therein of the
Powers of fingse Fuftices) and for eftablifbing}
County Courts of Common PLEAs; (and
therein of the po wer of fingle Fudges to bear and
deterntine upon fmall debts and contraéts 3) and alfo

am/for the appointment of SHERIFFss

PASSED AUGUST 23d, 1783,
bl

HERE thall be a Court in each County, ftyled

the Genéral Quarter Seffions of the Peace,
holden and kept four times in evéry year in each
county.

fecond Tuefdays of Barch; june, September, and

rum, fhall and may bold the General Seffions of
the Peace according to law.

a Law for eftablifbing the Office of SHERIFF, b'm?I procefs in each or any of the counties within

and other warrants under the feal of the court, and

That for the County of Wathington fhall be}give evidencein and upon any matier or caufe, ex-
holden and kept at the city of Marietta upon thef aminable or tryable before fuch court, under fuch

Décember. And there fhall be a comperent num-1Kliid are by law granted and awarded.
ber of Juftices of the Peace in every of the coun=s{ Julticeor Juttices out of feffionsy may in like man-
ties; ‘apaointed andcommiffioned by the Governar |.ok<and
dnder the Seal of ghe Territory, which Juftices, orfand othér warrants to any place of places within
any three of them, one at lealt being of the quu~| their refpe@ive counties,

serfons fhall refufe to obey, fulfil and perfarm th

fliall be committed in his or their prefence or view

Treafury.

obey the warrant or warrants iffued as aforeflaid.

actording to the courfe of the common law; all
trimes and mifdemeanors, of whatever nature ar
&ind, committed within théir refpeétive counties,
punithment whereof doth not extend to life,
limb, imprifonment for more than one year, or
forfeiture of goods and chatrels, or lands and tene-
ments, to the governthent of the territory.
And that perfons indi€ted or outlawed in one
county, who dwell, remove, or are received into
another county, may be brought ‘to juftice, the
faid courts of General Quarter Seffions of the
Peace, thall anid may direét their writs or precepts
uhder the feal of the courts, and figned by the
clerks refpectively, to all or any of the fheriffs, or
ather officers empowered by lawto execute cfimi-

the territory as the cafc may be, requiring to take
and bring before faid courty fuch perfons indicted
or'outlawed as aforefaid. ~And the faid Court of
Quarter Seffions thall ‘and may iffue fubpenas,
figned by the clerle, into any county or place in the
tgeritory for fummoning ot bringing any perfon to

pains and penalties as fubpeenas or warrants of that
And a

fimilar.penalties, jgrant fubpcinas

[To be continued. ]

Not lefs than three, nor more than five of the

The [nftices or any three of them, one being of

And the faid Jufices, and each and every of

into recognizance as aforefaid, and to find furety

1o be holden next after the taking thercof: and

fufpicion of any manner of crime not tryable in
faid court of Quarter Seflions of the Peace, fhall be
certified before the general court of the territory

Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery for thel
without concealing, detaining or embezzling the
behavior or appearance, the recognizances fo for-

feited with the record of default, or caufe of for-
feiture thall be fent and certified withour delay by

in or out of feffions : that in cither cafe procefs

the Clerk of the Quarter deffions into the Trea-
fury of the county—and by the Clerke of the Gen-
eral Court into the general Treafury o the terri-

tory.

to the courfe of the common law, peticcrimes and
mifdemeanors wherein the punifhment fhail be by

Tranflated Extralt from M. Robefprerre’s

effeCtugl check of arbitrary power, The

interpret this liberty, as finally to ren-
der it a mere nullity.
revolution is perhaps a time the leall

prefs is founded, becaufe at fuch atime
all parties of men are the fubjefls of the
attacks of the prefs from one quarter or

td reafon deliberately on granting it the
full extent of liberty it ought to have—
But, let it be the glory of the National
All recognizances for the peace, good behavior Afrembly of fj‘l'ﬂllce to be above preju-
dice and to difregard all perfonal con-
fiderations—this is the example that has
been fet before us by the United States
of America, on the gréat queftion of the
liberty of the prefs.—The. liberty of

sdited, even in the fmalleft degree, by
defpoticgovernments.—Is the prefs free
when it 1s
fame. Andin cafeany perfonor perfons thall for- | cenfure and defamation of charalers ?
feit his or their recognizances of the peace, good | T think you will agree with me that it is
not—There is no liberty of the prefs
where the author of any piece is hable
the Juftice .or Juftices of the Peace, into the|to arbitrary profccutionfand here. I
Quarter Seffions, if taken out of the Seflions and | will obfcrve’ that there 1s an eflential
returnable to the fame ; or into the General court] 4 ffe rence between criminal aéls and the
of the territory, asthe cafe may be, whether taken offences of the préfs.—Criminal afions
may iffuc accouding tolaw. All which focfeitures | are of a palpable and fenfible nature.
(hall be levied by the proper officers, and paid to| Fhey can be proved in conformity to
the clerks of the refpetive courts, to be paid by | certain eftablithed rules and b)’ infalli-
them into the public treafuries ; thatisto fay, byl plg methods, after which the law can
take its courfe Wwithout any mixture of
arbitrary proceeding.
nions, publifthed to the world, their me-
One or mote Juftices of the Peace fhall and|rigs or their criminality muft always de-
may out of feflions, hear and determine according pcnd u
and public intereft, and often-times up-
on-amultitudeafpeculiarcircum tanacs,

) T SR Y AT
LIBERTY of the PRESS.

fbecth in “the National : Affembly, on the
23d of Auguft 1791.
THE liberty of the Prefs is the only

The moment of a

pblifhing our fentiments is the great
ulwark of liberty, and ¢an only be li-

rohibited from publithing

As to mere opi-

. rational principles, juftice,

fine only, and not exeeeding three dollars, andto

If any male inbabitant. as aforefaid, fhall ne-

régitence or fentences given againit him or them by
the Juitice or Juftices herein; it flrall and may be
lawful for fuch Juftice or Juftices to commit the
delinquent or delinguents to gaol, there to reriain{the PI'C(56
unti) fentence be performed.~~And it fhall be law- [ {ecute the liberty of the prcfs have al-
ful for fuch Juftice or Juftices whenever the erime ways, in the end, proved the infallible

te {entence as aforefaid, without further-examin-
atsén : And which fines fhall be by fuch Juftice Gentlemen, what has Pa{red under the

or Juftices paid tothe Clerk.of the Court of Quar- late French government ; under pre-
tez Selions, \and by him paid into the county|tence of public good, writers, efpecially
e All warrants iffued by a Juftice, orfpolitical writers, lived a life of perfecu-
Juftices out of Seffions, either for apprehending,
lecuring -or committing to gaol, perfons fufpected |.
or eonvited of crimes fhall be under the hand and {1t was to Provf'& the'?“
feal of fuch Jugice or Juftices, and directed to an| Writings, which, {zrxor to the revoluti-
officer or officers whofe duty it fhall be to execute| on, were the objeé

criminal procefs; and fuch officer or officers fhall verity P~=The very writings which

The Courts of General Quarter Seflions of the
Peace thall and may hear, determine am fenrence thors have been thought worthy the ho-

Affefs and tax cofts~=And in cafe any perfon or{ whichare neceflarily produétive of great

uncertainty:; - The moft particular cir-
cum{pettion, therefore; is neceflary in
{making laws to regulate -the liberty of
Laws exprefsly enated to

’imeans of anmihilating it.

Recollett,

tion and mifery from thofe whofe duty
What were the

s of fuch marked fe~
we at thisday admire, and whofe an-

mage of the nation. A proof this, that
time and fituation alone gcterminc whe-
ther an author fhall be perfecuted orbe
crowned with honour. Only three
years ago the Social Compall, was con-
demned as a trcafonable work. John
James Rouffeau, the man who did the
moft to bring about the prefent revolu-
tion—that very John James Roffeau,
was by adecree of the nation, pronounc-
ed a traitor, a man of dangerous princix
ples, a feditious peft—and nothing preé-
vented his neck being brought to the
block, but the fears the government be-
gan to entertain, in the latter part of his
time, of the courage of the patriotic par=
ty in France.—But even 4t this late pe-
riod, if defpoti{fm had only known her
remaining {h‘ength and influence over
the nation, exilling by the force of long
habit—Roufleaus’ head would have paid

for the fervices he rendered to mankind,
and hie'would have added one to the num-
beref the illuftrious vi€tims whom fa-
naticilm, delpotifm and tyranny have al-
ways conﬁ:ﬁ:orcd as too dangerous ta

their caufe to be {uffered to live.—Be

aflured, then, Gentlemen, that nothing

is of a more delicate nature, perhaps no-

thing is more impeoflible, than to muke

an equitable law to infli€t penalties, for

the opinions which men may publifh,

efpectally on thofe matters which are

the natural obje@ts of human reafon,

knowledge and enquiry. What you

have done is all that can be done in this

cafe ; and that is, to confider him asa

criminal; who ' plainly and explicitly

[not by anykind of implication ] offends

againft the {pirit of the law.

Further than this you cantiot go with-

out infringing the liberty of the prefs

in its ellential properties and princi-

ples.

o

‘ e s
From a late French Paper. |

TO thofe who read hiftory it muft be
fatiguing to obferve the odious confe-
quences of diftinétion of birth with all
nations who have fuffered fuch diftinc=
tions to prevail among them. We may
however, gratify our rifible faculties
when we caft an eye upon the ridicule
which has attended thofe diftin&ions.
Hereditary honours have ever been
food for the penof the fatirif}, becaufe
they are abfurd in their very priaci-
les. :

3 The eflence of family diftin&ion de-
pends upon the fendal law., The mo-
ment it falls under the view of the laws
of equity and nature it is annihilated.
What then fhall we think of hereditary
honeurs and titles being put up at fale ?
When we fee 2 man, compofed of the
bafeft materials [provided he has only
had low cunning enough to amafs a for
tune] purchafing afterwards, as it were
in the market houfe, the right of be-
coming the founder of a noble race, and
anticipating among his defcendants,
lords, dukes, and peers !

The beft method to reftore thofe per-
{ons to their fenfes who are admirers of
titles, and all the nonfenfe of quality
and nobility, would be to recapitulate
the quarrels of Princes with their legal

def{cendants ; the difputes of thefe with




