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N DAY, DECE}U;ER 265 1791,

The SECRETARY of the TREASURY, {dition of a farmér; thefe, and fimilariang calculatians ;
caufes, confpire to produce, and for a ments, which are zdduced “to “prgvet,
on, 4rerather {ubtil and paradoxical, than '
¢! folyd or convincing:

in Obedience to the Ovdér of ‘the HousE of
REPRESENTATIVES Of the 15th Day
of Fanuary, 1700, bas applied his At-
iention; at as early a. Perwd as his other
Dutieswould permit, ta the fubject of Ma=
NUFACTURES ; and particularly -to the
Means of /ernotingﬁz,ch as will tend to
vender the UNITED STATES independént
on forcign Nations, for. Malitary and
other effential Supplies

AND HE THEREUPON RESPECTFULLY

SUBMITS THE FOLLOW ING

REPORT.

’1ﬂHE expediency of encouraging
manufaures in the United States,
whichwas not long fince deemed very
queftionable, appears at this time to be
pretty generally admitted. Theenbar-
raffments which ‘have obftrutted the
progrefs of our external trade, haveled
to ferious redeftions on the neceflity of
eolarging the {phere of our domeftic
commerce: the reftri€tive regulations,
whichin foreignmarkets abridgethe vent
of the encreafing furplus of our agricul-
tural produce, ferve to beget an earneft
@efire, that a2 more extenfive demand
for that {urplus may be created at home:
And the complete fuccefs which has re-
warded manufaturing enterprife, 1n
fome -valuable . branches, confpiring

occupation, and dearncefs of fabor genel

= o SR

|

Hength of time muft éontinuctooccaft
a fearcity of hands for manufaturin

ally.
profecution of manufalures, a deficien-
cy ‘of pecuniary capital being added;
the proi'pc& of a fuccefsful compéetition|
with the manufaéturersof Burope, muft
be regarded as little tefs than defperate.

offspring of
full population.

try, ’tis yain to hope far the former.”

perfons employed on fuch fabrics ¢ and
amr enhancement of price, the inévitable|y

parts of the {ociety.

with the promiﬁng {ymptoms which at-
tend fome lefs mature effays in others,
juftify a hope; that the obftacles to the
growthof this fpecies of induftry arelefs
Iormidable than they were apprehendcd
to be; and that it is not difficult to find
in its further extenfion, a full indemni-
Secation for any external difadvantages,
which are or may be experienced, as

well as-an acceflion of refources, favor- profpErdy
dependence m@,grcatnefs, than they have attained oy te

2ble to. mational in
£aferer

There {till are, neverthelefs, refpetta:
ble patrons of opinions; unfriendly: 1]
the encouragement of ‘minufalturasi=
The following are, {fubftantually, the'ar-
guments by which thefe opinions .are

defended :

« In every country (fay thofe who
entertain them) agricultureis the moft
beneficial and produftive objett of human
This pofition, generally, if
not univerfally true, applies with pecu-

liar emphafis to the United States, -on ap ] ‘
(e tratts of fertile and pofitive encouyagement of-themuin

indufiry.

2ccount of thelrimmen

territory, uninhabited and unimproved. | ¢ n cales
Nothing can afford fo_adyantageous an able limitations.
employment for capital and laber, as

the converfion of this extenfive wilder- ! ]
Nothing| mary and moft certain fource of nation-

nefs into cultivated farms.

equally with this,can contribute to the al fupply : as t ! i
th and'real richesiof {ource of fubfiftence to man; as the pra-

population, ftreng
the country.”

« To endeavor, by the extraordinary
patronage of government, to accelerate

the growth of manufaétures, is, in-faé, _
rce and art, to tranf-jence of the human mind ; one, perhaps,

to endcavor, by fo

fer the natural current of induftry, from

a2 more to a lefs beneficial channel

Whatever has fucha tendency mauft ne- |/ ‘
ceilarily be unwife: Indeeditcan hard-| kind qudujh’y.

ly ever be wife in a government, to -at- le to :
on to the indui-{like an exclufive predileétion, 1n any

This, under the country, oughtto be admitted with great

tempt to give @ diretts
try of its citizens.

guick-fighted guidance - of private in-| caution. i
ft ‘to itfelf, infallibly|tive than everyother branchofinduftry,

tereft, will,if le

Gind its own way to the moft Proﬁtablc requires more evidence
employment ; and it is by fuch employ- ' :
profperity will be| That its Teal interefts, precious and im-
To leave}portant 2s, without'the help of exagger-

ment, that the public
moft effefually promotcd. To
induftry to itfelf, therefore, is, in al

moft every cafe, the foundeft as well as

the fimpléft policy.”
« This policyisnot only recommend
ed to the United States by confiderati

ons which affeét dll: nations; itis, in a|ency of fuch encourage
.| eral view, may be fhewn to berecom-}p
the ufeful labor, which a&uatly exifts|bor employed

manner, di&tated to them by the imperi
ous force of 2 very ‘ peculiar fituation
The fmallnefs of their population, com
pared with their territory, the conftan

allurements to emigration from the fet- ‘ : . .
arts of the coun-|but the only produétive fpeeies of indul-

tled to the unfettled p

try ; the facility with'which the lefs in-|try.

foreigners are able to fupply us in great-
er perfetion, and upon better terms.”

upon fafts and prisiciples, which have

had governed the condult of nalions,
more generally than ithas done, there s
reom to fuppofe, that it mighthave car-

ried  them fafter profpeiity and

purfuit of maxims 100 widely oppoited
Mot gtneral thvories, howkver, adat 4
of numérous exceptions, and. there are]
few, if any, of the political’kind, which
do tiof blend a confiderable ‘portion: of
error with the truthsthey inculcate.
In.otder to an ' accurate judgment

onghitio be deémed liable to a fimilar
{moutation, it is neeelfary to advert
‘carefully to the coniiderations = which
plead in favout of manufa@gres, -and
which appear to recommend the {pecial

certain cafes, and under certain reafon-

It ought readily to be conceded, that
the cultivation of the earth, as the pri-

he immedidte and chicf

cipal fource of thofe materials which
conititute the nutriment of other kinds
of labor; as including a {ftate moit fa-
vourable to the freedom and independ-

molt conducive to the fnultiplication of
the human fpecies ; has intrinfically .a
ftrong clavm to pre-eminence over every other

But, that it has a title tc any thing

That it is even more produc-

than has yet
been given in fupport of the: pofition.

-l ation, they truly are, will be advanced,
rather than injured by the due enceur-
| agement of manvfaltures, may, it is be-
-{lieved, be fatisfattorily demonftrated.
-| And it is alfo believed, that the expedi-

ment, ina gen-

.| mended by the moft cogent and perfua-
-| five motives of national policy.’
t| It has been maintained, that agvicul-
ture is, not only, the moft predutive,

The reality of this {uggettion; in
c| cither refpe, has, However, not been

dependent condition of an artifan can b

exchangedfor themore independent con- verificd by any accurat

¢ 1 dea ! Thols which hainfain its cXclafite
To thefe difadvantages for the!produdtivene(sare 1o this eff bt 1=

of tand, . produces enough; not only to

red in the bufinels, and to -maintain the
& AN petions who are employed in-it, but to
Extenfive manufa&ul'?s can oaly be the] &fford, together with the ordinary profit
rsd'.’m_qant,‘ at lealt'oF 2ligd the ftock ot capital of the fafiner;a
la Till. the latter fHallfwaee furplus,
chara&erife the fituation of this coun-|{ gr.proprietor of the foils. Bus the labor
fr / af artificers do¢s nothing maore than re-
_ If, contrary to the natural courfe of place the flock swhich employs them
things, an unfeafonable and premature} fpr wisich furnifhes matstials, tools and
fpring can b{gwen Lo certdin fabries,| waget) and yield the ordinary profit upon
by heavy dutics, prohibitions, bounties.! ghat ftock, :
or by ather forced expedients ; this will] so'the rent of land,
only be to facrifice the interelts of thel anyehing to the tohal valiee: of the whoté
commaunity to thofe of particular claf* arwual produce of the land and labor of
fes. Befides the mifdire&tion of laberiiMhe country. The additional value giv-
a'virtual monopoly will be given to the}er‘. to thofe patts of the pmduce‘of land,

which are wrought "mto manufactures,

confequence of every monopoly, muft bepsther parts of that produce, which, are
defrayed at the expence of the “other| confumed by the'manufaéturers, ki can
23 Fa " L5 & 4 s
: ¢ It ',S fai prcfcraul'ef, therefore only be by laving or parfimeny,
that thofe perfons fhould be” engaged inj et by the poﬂtive/zraddﬁivene[x of their
the cultivation of the carth, and thet wellaboy, that the elalfes -of artificers can
fhou_ld procure; in exc}xgngc 191 its pro=iin any degree augment the révenueé of
dutions, the commoditics, with which] the fociety.

This mode of reafoning is founded}iedged, that manufalturing labor repro-

certainly refpe@table pretenfions, If ithexpended or confumed in €arrying it

N

bow far that which has been juft ftated) ciety;'or to the 2ggregate value of “the

y

oy 2

Labor, beltowed Wpon the cultivation

epiarce all the neéceflary expences meur-

or-vent For the. landloid

It vieldsnathingequivalent
Neither does it add |

s counterbalaneed by the yalue of thofc

To this it hias been anfwered;
1..% That inafmuch as it 1s acknow-

duces a value equal 1o’ that which is

on, and continues in exiftence the “ori-
ginal ftock or capital employed; it ought
on that account alore, to cfcape being
¢onfidered  as whaily unprodultive :
That though it thould be admitted, a8
%ﬁgéd, that the eonflumption of the
Steduce uFthefoily by tho-élafles of apk
tificers or manufafturers; 1s exaftly e-
qual to the value atlded by their labor fo
thé materials upon which it is'exerted ;
yet it would not thence follow, that it
added nothing tothe revenue of the fo-

annual produce of its land and labor.
If the confumption for any given period
amounted to agiven fum; and the encreaf-
¢l value of the produce manufatured,
in the fame period, to a like fum, the total
amount of the confumiption and pmd\uc—
tiom during that pcriog, would be equal
tenthe two fums, and gonfequently double

conf{umed.

of it

plicablc to hufbandmen or cultivators
It may

nét,. inan ordinary way, mor¢ than ¢
qual:to it And- henee it will follew

inftances of fome extraordinary dexteri
ty or flill) can only proceed, with re
{peét to any of them, from the fawing
of the more thrifty and parfimonious.”

within it, or by fome encreafe in th

the value of the agricultural produce
And theugh the increment
of value produccd by the clafles of ar-
gificers {hould at n8 time exceed the
value of the produce of the land confu-
med by them, yet there would be at e-
veéry mement, in eonfequence of their
labor,.a greater value -of goods in the C
market than would exift independent himfelf prétty equally

2. % That the:pofition, that artificers
can-augment the revenue of a fociety,
only by parfimony, is.true in no other
fenfe, than in one. which is equally ap-

claffes, that the fund acquired by their
labor and defiined for their fupport, is

4. ¢ That the annual produee of the
land and labor of a country can only be|the principal afgument offered for the
encreafed, in two ways—by fome im- [ fuperior produeti
rovement in the produllive powers of | labor, turns ypon the allegation, that ya-

and thie general argu-fin its produclive powers; whether to be

derived from an acceffion of fkill; of

from the é‘pplic;ﬂihn' of ingenious ma-.
chiuery 3 in whichcfarticular, therefore

the labor employed in tht - culture, of

land can pretend to no advantagé over
that engaged = in mannfa&ures © That

with regard’t6 an:angmentation of the
quantity of ufeful labor this, excluding
adventitious citcumitances; muft de-
pend effentially upon an gncteale of cas

pital, whichi again muft depend, upon

the favings made out of the revenues of
thole; who furnith or manage that,
which is at 4ny timé employed; whether
in agticulture, or ift manufaures; or in
any other way.” ;
But while the ézclufive produ&ivehefs
of agricultural labor has been‘thus deni-
ed and refuted, the {uperiority of its
produftivenefs has been conceded withs
out hefitation, As ' this. conceflion
inuolves a point 6f ¢onfiderable magni*
tadé, in relation to maRims of public
adminifiration; thé grounds on'which it
relts ate’ worthy of 2 diftin& and partic-
ular exammation.

One of the argutiients made ufe of, Tn
fupport of the idea may be pronounced
both quaint and fuperheial : It amounts
to this—That in the produttions of the
{oil, mature co-operates with man { and
that the efie€t of their joint labor muftbe
greater than thatof thelabor o man alénes
This; however; is far from being a ne~
ceffary inference. It is very conceiva~
ble, that the laber of man alone laid out
-upen a work, fequiring great {fkill and
art to bring it to perfection;may bemore
produgtive, tn value, than the  tabor of
nature and man combined; when direc-
ted towards more fimple opérations and
objects : And when it is recotlected to
what an extent thie agency of nature, in
the applicatiotr of the mechanical pow-
érs, is made auxiliary to the profecution
of nianutacturcs,  the fuggeltion whe
‘has been noticed, lofed even'the appear-
ance of plaufibility, ‘ 4
It might allo be obferved, with a con~
trary view, that the labot employed in
agriculture 1$%n a great nieafure period-~
ical and occafional, depending on fea-
{fons, lable to various and long intermif-
fions ; while that occupied in‘many ma-
sufalures is ¢onftant “and reguiar; ex-
tending through the year, embracing,
in fome infanceg; night as well'as day.
| it is al{o pfobable, that there are amohg
thie cultivators of land; more examples
of remifinefs;thanramong artificers. The
farmer, from the peculiat fertility” of
his land, or fome other favorable cir=
¢umftance, may frequently obtainalive-
lihood, even with a confiderable degrée
of carelelTnefs in the mede of cultivati-
on ; but the artifan can’ with difficulty
effeé the fame object, without exefting
with all thofe,
who are engaged in the fame purfuit.
And if it may likewife be affamed as a
fact, that manufacturcs apen a wider
field to exertions of ingenity thaw agri-
culture, if,would not be a ftrained con-
jecture, that the labor employed in the

be alike affirmed of all thefe former being at once mofe éonflanty mMOTC

uniform and mere ingeniousy than that
which is gmployed in the latter, ‘will 'be
foundat the fame timse more productive.
But it is not meant to lay ftrefs on ‘ob-

2

that augmentations of the wealth 'or| fervations efithis nature; they oughton-
capital of the community (except inthe|ly to {erve as a coun

terbalance to- thofe
1 of a fimilar complexion. Circumftances
-|fo vague and general, as well as o ab-
s| ftract, can afford little inftruction ‘in a
matter of this kind. 4

Anether, and that which feéms to be

venefs of agricu]tural

on manu{acturc’s_yields
e| nothing equivalent to the renf of land ;

being capable of greater fubdivifio

quantity of fuch labor : That with re={orto that nett furplus, as it is called,
gard to the firft, the labor of artificers which accrues to the proprietor of the

nlfoil. But:this diftinfion, important as

and implicity of operation, than that of| it has beeh deemed, appears rather ver-

e detail of falls

cultivators, it is fufceptible, in a propor- | dal than fubftantial,
tionably greater degree, of improvement® =+ &

[ See.laft pagé.), ;
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