Proclamation of Louis- X V1. the Patriot
¢ King of the French.”
““Louvis,

“By the grace of Gop,and by the

conftitutional law of the ftate, King

of the French. To all citizens—

Greeting.

“1 mave accepted the conftitution ;
I will ufeall my endeavours tomaintain
it, and caufe it to be executed.

“ The revolution is completed: It
is time that the re-eftablithment of ordet
Thould give to the conftitution the {up-
port which is {till more neceflary ; it is

time to fix the opinion of Europe onf
“the deftiny of France, and to fhew that

the French are worthy to be free.

¢ But my vigilance and my cares
ought {till to be feconded by the con-
currence of ‘all the friends .of . their
country, and'of liberty. It is by fub-
miflion to the laws; it isby abjuring the
{piritof party, and all the paflions which
accompany it ; it is by a happy union of
fentiments, of wilhes; and of endeavours
that the conftitution will be confirmed.
and that the nation will enjoy all the
advantages which it fecures.

¢ Let every 1dea of intolerance then
be abandoned forever ; let the rafth de-
fire of independence no longer be con-
founded with the love of liberty; let
thofe pernicious qualifications, with
which' it" has been attempted to in-
flame the , people, be irrevocably. ba-
nifhed ; let religious opinions no longer
be a fource of perfecution and animofi-

_ ty ;. letiall who obferve the laws be at li-

berty to adopt the form of worfhip to
which they are attached § and let no
party give -offence to thofe who may
follow épinions different from .their
own, from motives of confcience.: But
it 1s not fufficient to fhun tliofe excefles
to which you might be carried by a {pi-
rit of violence ; you muft likewife ful-
fil the obligations*which are impofed by
the publicinterelt: oneof thefirlt, one of
the moft eflential, is the payment of the
contributions eftablithed by your Re-
prefentatives: It is for the obfervance
of engagements, which national ho-
nour has rendered facred, for the inter-
nal tranquility of the fiates, for its exter-
nal fecurity ; it is for the ftability, of the
conftitution itfelf, that 1 remind you of
this indifpenfible duty.

¢ Citizens, armed for the mainte-
nance of the law; national guerds; pexer
forget that “it is to'protelt the fafety of
perions andof property, the.collc&.uon of
public contributions, the circulation of
grain and of provifions, the arms which
you bear have been delivered 1nto your
hands ; it belongs to you to feel that
juftice and mutual utility demand, that
‘between the inhabitants of the fame em-
pire, abundance fhould be applied to
the aid of indigence; and that it is
the duty of the public force to promote
the advancement of commerce, as the
means of remedying the intemperance
of feafons, correéting the inequality of
harveft, uniting togetherall the parts of

the Kingdom, and eftablifhing a com-

munity of the various produétions of
their foil and induftry.
2¢#And you, whom' the people have
chofen to watch over their interefts; you
alfo, on whom they have conferred the
formidable power of determining on the
property, the honour, and the life of
citizens ; you, whom they have inftitu-
ted to adjhft their differences, members
of the different adminiftrative bodies,
judges of tribunals, judges of peace,
. recommend to you to be imprefled
with the importance and dignity of your
functions ; fulfil them with zeal, with
courage, impartiality ;—labour with me
toreftore peace and the government of
laws ; and by thus fecuring the happi-
nefsof thenation, prepare for the return
of thofe whofe abfence has only proceed-
edfrom the fear of diforder and violence.
¢ And all you who from different mo-
tives have quitted your country, your
King invites you to return to your fel-
low-citizens ; he invites you to yicld
to the public wifh and the national in-
tereft. Return with confidence under
the fecurity of the law ; -and this ho-
nourable return, at the moment when
the conftitution is dcfinitively fettled,
will render more eafy and more expe-
ditious, the re-eftablifhment of order
and of tranquility. _
< And you, French people, a nation
illuftrious for {o many ages, thow your-
felves magnanimous and genereus at
the r oment when your liberty is con-
firm :d ; refume your happ_v' chara&gr;
Jet your moderation and wifdom revive
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among you the fecurity which the dif-
turbances of the revolution had banifh-
ed ; and let your King henceforth enjoy,
without inquietude, and without molef-
tation, thofe teftimonies of attachient
and fidelity which can alene fecure ‘his
happinefs, g ? :

“ Done at Paris, the twenty-eighth
of September, 1791.
(Signed) £ LOULS:

{(and underneath) “ De Lessart.”

The RespscTrur ~PETITION of the
Chriftian Society }f Friexos: called
Quakers, delivered before the National
Aflembly of Frauce, Thurfday, .10th
February, 1791.

Refpeitable Legiflators, £

'I‘Htl French nation. having appeint-

ed you ‘her Legiflators, and your
hearts haviiig béen difpofed to enalt
wife laws, "our minds have been deep-
ly engaged’ to {olicit the extenfioni of
your juftice and benevolence to the So-
ciety of peaceable'Chriftians to which

we belong. REA: 5
You know that in feveral .ftates- of

Europe and North-America, thewe are

a great number of Chriftians known by

the name of Quakers, who profefs to

{ferve God according to the ancient fim-

plicity of the primitive Chriftian church.

Several towns and villages of Langue-

doc contain a number. of families at-

tached to this primitive Chriftianity.

Many other families which came from

America, have-fettled at Dunkirk,-un-

der the aufpices of the late govern-

ment. in confequence of the “invitation
given to the inhabitants of Nantucket,
tor the purpole of extending the French

Fitheries. -
Thefe iflanders ‘have proved them-

felves worthy“of ‘your kindnefs by their

fuccefs ; and the fame motive will in-
duce them to continue to deférve it,——

Concerns, -however, of far greater mo-

ment, have this day brought us before

you.

In an age fignal for the encreafé of
knowledge, you have been ftruék with
this truth, that confcience, the immedi-
ate relation of man with his, Crgator,
cannot be fubje&t to. the powen of. man :
and this principle of juftice hatlr induc-
ed you todecree a general liberty for alt
forms of worfhip. This is one of the
nobleft decrees of the French Iegiflature.
Ydir havefet 3 great example tothe
nations which continue to perfecute for
religion, and {ooner-or later, we hape,
they will fellow it.

We are come to implore this {pirit of
juftice, that we may be fuffered, without
moleltation, to conform to fome princi-
ples; and to ufe fome . forms, to which
thegreat family of Friends calléd Qua-
kers, have been inviclably attached - e-
ver fince their rife. _

Great perfecutions have been infliét-
edon us, on account of one of thefe
principles, but to no purpcfc._ Provi-
dence -hath' enabled us to {urmount
them without ufing violence. We mean
the principle which forbids us to take
arms, and kill men on any pretencé ; a
principle confiftent with the holy Scrip-
tures : < Render mot,”” faid Chrift, ¢ e-
vil for-evil, but do good to your ene-
mies,”’

Vould to Heaven this principleswere
univerfally adopted ! All mankind be-
coming.one family, would be brethren
united by afts of kindnefs. Generous
Frenchmen, 'you are convinced of ‘its
truth; you have already begun to re-
duce it to prattice ; you have decreed
never to defile your hands with blood in
purfuit of conqueft. This meafure
brings you,—it brings the whole world,
a ftep towards univer{al peace. *.You)|
cannot therefore behold with-an . un-|
friendly eye men who accelerate it «by
their example.. They have provéd in
Pennfylvanra, that valt eftablithments
may be formed, raifed, and fupported
without military preparat ions, and with-
out thedding human blood.

" We fubmit to your laws, and only de-
fire the privilege of being here,as in o-
ther countries, the brethren of all men ;
never to take up arms againft any. Eng-
land, and the United States of America
where our brethren are far more nume-
rous than in France, allow us peaceably
to follow this great principle of our re-
ligion, nor do they eftecm us ufelefs
members of the community.

W¢ have-another requeft to make,
which we hope you will not refufe us,
becaufe it flows from thofe prindiples
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In our regifters of biiths, marriages,
and byrials, we have preferved the fim-
plicity of the primitive ‘church. Our
maxims forbid ufeléfs forms, and limit
us to thole which are neceffary foralcer-
taining the tetms of human life, confift-
ently with the good order of {ociety.—
We requelt that our fimple regifters
may be deemed f{ufficient to legalize ou

marriages and births, and authenticate
our deaths, by caufing‘a decltration
thereof Yo be made before -a magiftrate.

Finally, we requeft that we may be
ex¢mpted from all oaths, Chrilt having
exprefsly forbidden them 'in - thefe
words,  You have heard.that it/ hath
been faid by them of old time, thou {halt
perform. thine oaths 3 but { fay' unto
youy {wear not at all ; but let your yea
be yea, and your nay; nay:”’

Wile legiflators, you are perfuaded as
well-as we, ‘that an oath isno affurance
of fincerity ; that it ¢an give no addi-
tional force to the declaration of an ho-
neft man, and doth not deter a perjurer.
You admit that an oath is but a peculiar
way.sof . making a declaration—as it
were a peculiar. mode -of fpeech. We
hope therefore you will not ‘refufe to
hearusinours. It is that of our com-
mon Mafter—that of Chrift,

We truft that we fhall not be fufpett-
ed of a wifh to evade the great, purpofe
of the civic oath., We are earneft to
declare in this place, that we will contis
nue-true to the conftitution which you
bave formed ; we cherifth and refpeét
it 3 and it is our full purpofe to follow
its 'laws in-all their purity ; on the o-
ther hand, if our words, if our eviden-
ces are found to be falfe, we willingly
{ubmit to the penaltics on falfe witnef-
{es and perjurers.

Can you, refpe&able legiflators, hefi-
tate. to grant our .requelt ? Caft your
eyes on the lziﬂox*y of our Societv, n
the countries in whish we are eftablifh-
ed. More than a century hath elapfed,
and we have never been’ found in any
confpiracy againft the government, Our
temperate rule of life torbids ambition
and luxury, and the purpofe of our
watchful difcipline is to preferve us in
the praftice of -thofe manners to which
we were led by the exhortations and ex-
ample of our founder.

We efteem employment : a-duty en-

ders us aétive and induftrious. . In this
refpect therefore our fociety may prove
ufcful to France. By {a';oring us’ you
¢ncourageinduftry. Induftry now feeks
hofe countries where the honeft induf-
trious man will be under no apprehen-
fions of feeing the produce of a century
of labor {natched away, in an inftant, by
the hand of perfecution.

Now that France is becoming the afy-
lum of liberty, of equal law and of bro-
therly kindnefs,; and adds to thefe fourc-
es of profperity, perfe&t liberty forevery
individual to “obey the dictates of his
confcience, in relation to the Almigh-
ty ;—what profpeéts of advantage will
arife, to induce our brethren who inha-
bitlefs happy climes, to fettle in France,
a country favoured by nature, as {oon

the fame civil and religious liberty which
théy enjoy in England and the” United
States of America. &

Such is.the refpcétful pctition we
have . now found our hcarts difpofed
to prefentto you, forthe relief of our
brethren in France, and for the good of
a country which 'we love. We hope
among your important engagements in
reforming this great’ empire, and : mul-
tiplying the fources of'its happinefs, you
will extend your juftice and regard to
us and our children : it willbring upon
you the reward of the Amighty, and the
love of virtuousmen.

ANSWER of the PRESIDENT.
“ Quakers, who havée fled from per=
fecutars and tyrants, canuot but addrefs

have, for.the firlk time in France, made
the rights-of mankind :the bafis of law.
And France, now reformed; ‘France, in
the bofom of "peace, (which fhe will al-
ways confider her{elf bound (o revere,
and which fhe wifhes to all other nati.
ons) may become another happy Penn-
fylvania,

“ As a {yltem of philanthropy, we
adopt your principles. . They remind
us, that the origin of every fociety was
a family united by its ‘manners, its affec-
tions, and its'wants ; and deubtlefs thofe

of juitice to which you do bomagc'.

:

would certainly be the mo® fublime in-

| titutions, Wwhich-awould rerew the Hu-

joined to all: and this perfuzfion ren_t:

asthey learn that you have granted them |

with confidence thofe legiflators who ]

man race, and bring them ;back to this
primitive and virtuous original. -

¢ The examination of your principles
as a mattér of opinion, ne. longer con-
cernsus : we have decided on that point.
There isa kind of property. which no
man would put into the common ftock :
the motions of his{oul, the freedom of
his thought. In this facred domain,
man is placed in a hierarchy far above
the focial ftate. As citizen, he muft
adopt a form of government :—but, as
a thinking being, the univerfe is his
country. ;

¢ As principles of religion, yeur doc-
trines will not be the {ubje& of our de-
liberation. . The relation of . every man
with the Supreme Being, is independ-
entof all political inftitutions. Be-
tween God and the heart of man, what
government would dare to interpofe !
“ As civil maxims, your claims muft
be fubmitted to the difcuffion ‘of the le-
giflative body.  We will examine whe-
ther the farms you obferve in order to
afcertain births and marriages, be {uffi-
cient to authenticate thofe defcentg
which the divifion of property renders
indifpenfible;” independently of good
cuftoms, s

“ We will confider whether a de-
claration, {ubjettta the penalties againft
falfe witnefles and perjury, be not in
falt an oath.

“ Worthy citizens, you have already
taken that civic oath which every man
deferving of- freedom hath thought a
privilege rat -cr than adyty,

You have not taken God to witnefs,
but you have appealedto your confcien-
ces. Andis not a pure confcience a
heaven without a cloud ? Is not that
p art of man a ray of the Divinity ?

“ You alfo fay, thatone of yourre-
ligious tenets forbids you to take up
arms, or to kill, onany pretence what-
{oever. It is certainly a noble philofo-
phical principle, which thus doesa kind
of homage to humanity. But confider
well, whether the defence of yourfelves,
and your equals, be not alfo a religious
duty? You would then have been over-
powered by tyrants! Since we have
procured liberty for you, and. for our-
{elves, why fhould you refufe to pre-
{erveat ?

. “ Had your brethren in Pennfylvania
been lefs  remote from . the favages,
would they have fuffered their wives,
their children, their parents, to”be maf-
facred rather than refift 2 And are not
ftupid ‘tyrants, and ferocious conquers,
ors, alfo favages ? 1

** The affembly will, in its wifdom,
confider all your requeflts. But when-
ever 1 meet aQuaker I fhall fay,

“ My brother, if thou haft a right to
be free, thou'hafta right to prevent any
one from making thee a flaye,

* As thou loyeft thy fellow-creature,
fuffer not a tyrant to deltroy him : 1:
would be Killing him thyfelf.

Thou defireft peace—but.confider—
weaknefs invites war—genecral-refift-
ance would prove an tiniverfal peace.

¢ The Affembly invites you toftay its
fitting.”

To the-Prefident, Senate and' Houfe of Re-
prefentatives of - the United States in
Congrsfs affembl-d:
The Memorial and Addrefs of the peo-
ple called Quakers,
Refpectfully fheweth,
That deeply affefted with the great
effufion of human blood, and the flaugh-
ter of our fellow men in the late contefts
with  the. Indian' natives, .we fincerely
lament the miferies and diftreffes which
thefe mournful circumftances have pro-
duced, and may be yet further encreaf-
ed; if the fame hoflile meafures ‘are con-
tinued, i o
We conceive it tobe our duty, and a-
mongour rights as citizens, to fuggeft to
you our painful feelings on the fubjeét :
A ferious and. deep confideration of its
importance, being among the moft in- J
terefting objefts that can claim the atten-
tion of the guardians of the public wel-
fare ; we, therefore ardcmly'dc!}rc, that
under the influence of true wifdom, you'
may be direfted to purfue fuch pacific
meafures as have been heretofore _expe-
rienced to be falutary and effeffual in
fecuring peace and friend(hip with the
original owners of this land, whofe re-
ligious inftruttion and civilization, if
rightly promoted, may tend to this de-
fireable end ;—believing the blefling of
a righteous God, who made of one
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