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ADDRESS
Of the NATIONAL CONVEN rION Zo the

FRENCH PEOPLE. :

. T

26th Fune, 1793, 2d Year of ih¢ Repuiblic.
CITIZENS, ; !
YOUR Reprefentatives, faithfal to their
dury and to their engagements, have

3 : R
completed the Coaftitution, and are about
to convoke the primary affemnblies. Chis
is their anfwer to the enemies of equality
and liberty. 2
The National Convehtion having dif-
charged the ficft, the molt nrgent, and muofl
facred of its duties, will in a few days lay
before the nation the caufes of the ditifions
which have agitated the Republic at large;
caufes which have fo long withheld {

irom
thie order of the day the molt impartant
objeéts of deliberation, and, by re’.'iw.ng
civil difcord, infpired foreign powers with
the hopes of making conquefls agzinit a
Republic torn by fattions, 7

But whil(t a legal convocation is zbout
to re-unite you into primary afemblies, in
order to lay the eternal bafis of liberty and
equality, the foundations of a repul‘)hcan
gavernment ; tholfe who have conftantly
betrayed their couritry, are now sr‘i'»:'m;, the
tignal of civil war in all parts of the Re-
public.

War maintained by fanatacifim not mak-
ing a progrefs fufliciently rapid, they give a
new colour to the infurreftions which they
excite j they miflead by the idolatry of
perfons and reputation, and the delufion
of political opinions, thofe whom religious
fanazacifm covld not feduce.

Could they carry their deligns into exe
cution, France would foon be given up to
greater horrors than Poland experienced,
which underwent the yole of three tyrants,
without having drawn the (word.  She
would deftroy herfelf in rie prefence of
the combined powers and of their armies
affembled on our frontiers : inftead of a
fertile country ‘and flourifhing cities, fhe
would prefent only the horrid fpectacle of
fields of carnage and heaps of afhes.

Citizens, the traitors who did their ut-
moft to miflead you and o hurry you away
into their revolt, propofe to yon to march
againft Pavis and the National Convention.
Can Paris be an objeét of hoftility to the
Republic? Is it not the alylum of your
brothers and the cradle of liberty ? Like
you, the citizens of 'Paris wifhed for the
conftitution ; they have denounced the au-
thors of the evils with which France is
opprefled. ;

When on the 20th of June laft year, Pa-
ris proclaimed the dangers of the country
and the confpiracy of the laft of its kings,
fome adminiftrators, traitors 'to their
country,” ufurping the fovereign powers,
offerec to reinforce the guard of the con-
fpirarar, and to fend mumerous battalibns
againft Paris. France was foon undeceiv-
ed. The federates of the 83 departments,
when arrived at Paris, found none but
brothers there, and fhared with them the
dangers and the glory of overturning the
throne.

In like manner, when France fhdll be
fully acquainted with the canfes and events
which neceflitated the denunciation of the
3t of May and the decree of arreft pafled
on the 2d of June, againft 32 members of
the National Convention, fhe will approve
the wifdom and the happy refult of thefe
meafures.

Can the diflolution of the Convention be
the cbje& of your wifh? Is it propofled
to you to abolifh it ?

What government would-then remain to
you ? Whither would you rally? What
would become of eleven armiés affembied
on the frontiers and on the coafts? Can
the aétion of government be fufpended for
afingle day ? Should the departments dif-
own the Coanvention, the Republic would
be without a government, without 4 cen-
tral adminiftration; the armies would
difperfe ; foreign powers would invade
our territory: Frenchmen would torn their
arms againft themfelves, and the Republic
would be annihilated.

Citizens, your moft dangerous enemies
are thole who precipitate you into civil
war.

Thofe magiftrates whem you had chofen
to maintain the police and to difcharge the
municipal funéions, thofe adminiftrators
whom you had eletted to execnte the laws
and to be the agents of government, have
feized upon the government itfelf, and
have grafped at the national fovereignty.
Your rights, your interefts have been a-
bandoned and facrificed. In many of the
adminiftrative aflemblies your fervice has

bezn wholly negleted, whilft the only ul\jef}s
of concern were depucations, plots, coaliti-
ons, & proje&ts of war againft the Repubhlic.

Thofe functionaries did not leok on as
theis brothers ard fellow citizens, five
hundred thoufand Frenchmen who have de-
voted themlelves to the defence of liberty
againlt tyrants. DBy intercepting the ar-
tillery, ‘ammunition and provilions, they
expofed them to perifh to no purpofe, aud
without cewmenting with, their blood the
foundatiens of the Republic.

Generous warriors whom o many trea-
fons have mot afltonifhed, yeu have con-
{tantly rallied to the ftandard of the Re-
public and to the tree of liberty.

You have furmounted by your courage,
the obfiaclés which La Fayette and Du-
monrier had oppofed to your [uccels. = A
new ctonfpiracy detefted, is the laft crifis
gh which you were to pafs, in order
to conquer and eftablifh liberty.

Y ou alio expelted a conftitution which
your arms will make Europe refpeét; the
ftability of a free and acknowledged go-~
-nt . will enfure you fnccefs; the
on will powerfully fupport your
arms, and will conduét you, through vic-
tory, to peace:
midt of her agitations and _difor-
ders, France counts but a (mall number of
confpirators. The mafs of citizens, al-
ways pure, infpired by fentiment, enlight-
ened by eternal reafon, has preferved it-
{elf from feduction and error.

Thofe adminiftrative bddies, whomtrai-
tors had {tirred np againft the Republic,
recollect at laft, that they have a couatry,
and that they can have none other than
the Republic.

The National Convention' has received
from feveral® departments, recantations
which will prove to poiterity, that the vir-
tuoud maninay be mifled, bucthat be opens
his eyes to the. light before -his érror be-
conies hurtful to {uciety and humanity.

The examples, whilft they warn ustore-
prefs coafulion at its firlk appearance, aud
to be fevere towards the fatious and the
confpirator, make it the duty of a liumnane
legiflator;to receive with indulgence the
deluded fellow citizen, and to offer only
infltrutien tothofe who have always been
attached to their conntry, and who want
only to be informed in order to refume
their rank among good citizens.

Citizens who have {worn to befree, who
wifh to have a country, aconftitution, rally
to the National Convention, who pledges
it(elf to preferve the Republic one and in-
divifible.

In the

EXTRACT from the NEw-ERUNSWICK
ADYERTISER: being part of an Ap-
DRESS 02 a very intevefling fubjedt.

55 LET me now be indulg~d in {peaking 2

few words on the profpeé there feems
to arife of a' war between Great-Britain
and the United States, which fee:1s to be
the defign of the Prefident’s proclamation
to avert. = It appears tome and I prefume
to every thinking manin the Unitéd States,
that we have had and ftill have an indire&
war with that reftlefs dnd defigning nation,
nearly fince the figning the late peace—
throngh their unjuft detention of the wefi-
ern pofts—which it was prefumed at that
treaty they really meant to give up in the
courfe of a year or two—taking a reafon-
able time for their Indian traders to call in
their property fronrthe diftant regions. It
istrue that that part of the treaty is loofly
worded, and not fo explicit as a bargain
fchool-boys would have made in the tranf-
{er of a top, a ball, or a marble—yet I
think the honeft unfufpe&ing hearts of our
commiffioners thought the Britons as ho-
neft as themfelves, and that they would
foon give-up thofe pofts according to the
true intent and meaning of the treaty, and
I can by no means impute their condué, as
has been furmifed, to Britifh gold duft
blinding the eyes of their underftanding in
the figning that article.

From this caufe, without a doubt arifing
in the mind of any fenfible man I have con-
verfed with on this fubjeet, fprings the war
with the Indians, for itis well known that
at thefe polts they are fupplied not only
with arms and ammunition, but with every
article they ftand in need of for their fa-
vage depredations, in which the United
States have fuffered the lofs of thoufands
of men, women and children, befides the
expenditure of at leaft five millions of dol-
lars, and ia this prefent year, I doubt whe-
ther the account will be clofed under two
millons, and perhaps the lives of many of

our worthy feilow citizens; whith'money

fhould have been appiied, to pay our juft
debts: add to this, their late and prefent
depredations on the ocean, perhaps not
lefs than 150 of our veffels, taken by them,
from our honeft merchants, and unjuftly
detained, to the ruin of their families, and
our unarmed feamen treated in an inhu-
man manner. Now if we are to bear’all
this without a profpeét 6f redrefs, dnd our
hands to be tied up, let us ftrike out from
our netv made calendar the Day that has
been kept in remembrance of our birth as
a nation, and tarn to lick the duft that def-
pets are preparing for us. If the Britons
wifh to be at peace with the United States,
let them come forward and thew an exam-
ple of juftice and humanity, by immediate-
ly giving up Niagara, Detroit, and all the
extent of country they ceded to ns by the
late treaty of peace; butfo long as they
hold thofe pofts, they certairly war ina
daftardly manner againft us.  And let our
government alfo come forward and fhew
an example of juftice to the natives, and

this terrible and expenfive war will foon

ceafe. Ttig true that we as private citi-

zens eannot judge fully-of thefe matters,

not knowing the fecret fprings of govern-

meut, but {o far as they have come to our

knowledge, we as free citizens have a right
to judge fer ourfelves, and may and ought

to remeonf{lrate to Congrefs whenever they

are in- feffion, which I truft will be very

foon. Therefeemsindeed a general dread

of warerept, I know not how, among us:

I woull here afk, have the Americans loft

their vitue? Are they callous to infults

from a babkrupt nation? In my humble

opinion, we never had nor perhaps mever

will have a time,for humbling the Englith(if
Congrels thinks it proper to take time by

the forejock to do their country ample ju-

{tice) like the prefent time; butititcan

be don’iby proper negociations, and the U-

nited ¥rates'at the fame time fulfil with

honour tueir treaty with the Frénch pati-

on, ourailies;in the namme of humanity, fo

be it.

Upon the whole, I beg-to be indulged in

moving this very refpetable audience, that

a refolve may be made that a dutiful peti-

tion be prepared and]fent to the Father

of our country, intreating him to. iffue his

requeft to both branches of the federal go-

vernment to meet fooner than their late

adjournment was fettled at, as we conceive

the critical fituation of our country calls
for the immediate beft counfels of oar wifl-

eft citizens at this prefent time.

And aifo that a Refolve be immediately

made by us, that we enter into the {pirit of
his proclamation, o far asto affure him
that we wili not direftly or indireély fit
out any veffels for the purpofe of war, and
that fo far as our power canbe lawfully
exerted, we will dilcourage any overt a&
that. may be attempted among us, until
Congrefs thinks it proper to unloofe our
hands.”

’

Governsr HANCOCK’s Specch to  the
Legiflature of Maffachafetts,, at the open-
ing of their Seffions oa the 18th of Sep-
tember inflant,

Mr. Prefident,and Gentlemen of theSenate,
Mr. Speaker,and Gentlemenof the Houfe

of Reprefentatives,

'1‘}11_‘4 Proclamation by which the Gene-

ral Court is convéned, contains a
copy of a civil precept. The fervice of
which o me, and onthe attorney-general,
was the principal reafon of my exercifing
this part of that authority devolved on me
by the conftitution.

The fuitcommencedby WirLLrAM VAs-
sAL,if tlfe commonwealth is held to an-
fwer thereon, muft be decided on principles
very interefting to its welfare as a ftate.

I cannot conceive that the people of this
commonwealth, when they, by their Re-
prefentativesin Convention, adopted the
Confltitution ef a General Governmeut,
expected that each {tate fhounld be held lia-
ble to anfwer on comipulfory civil procefs,
to every individual refident in another
{tate, or in a foreign kingdom. Three
Judges of the United States of America,
having feolemnly given it as their opinion,
that the feveral fiates are thus liable, the
queftion then has become highly important
to the people.

I did not find myf{elf authorized in virtue
of my office as governor of the common-
wealth, to appear, either by myfelf or by
my fubfiituté, in any court of juftice, either
to deny the authority of the court over this
government, or to {ubmiit to its jurifdic-
tion in a point, which I cannot, at prefent,
confider as fertled.  Nor did I conceive

that any other perfon gould have that ag-

thor' ™, without a fpecial appointment by
the Jegiflature for that purpofe, :

- The fervice, of this procefs being laid
before the Council, they advifed me to
call the two Houfesinto feflion. My opi~
nion accorded with their advice, for feve-
r.al reafons ; fome of which are too ob-
viousro need repeating—others I will fug-
geli to you. §

. The demand of William Vaflal, if I am
not miftaken, in his defign and in the ten-
dency of the procefs, will involye and con-
clude a queftion of legality, on the mode
of confifcating the perfonal eftate of that
clafs of people, who, in our laws, are de-
nominated ABSENTEES. It is therefore
neceflary, that effe€tual meafiires thould be
fpeedily adopted, to prevent a determina-~
tion, which may fo greatly injure the in-
tereft, and fo difugreeably affect the feel-
ings of the citizens of this commonwealth.
Should you, gentlemen, be of opinion,
that by the conftitution of the United
States, the Commonwealth .may be cem-
pelled to anfwer on this procefs, yon wilk
make fuch provifion for defending againit
the fuie, as fhall, appear to you to be pro-
perand expedient.

Should yon confider the commonwealth
not to be thus liable, your deliberations
will be fiich, as will tend 1o procure to the
conftitution, under which this authority is
clainted, a more favourable and a more
unexceptionable conftru&tion.  But it may
happen that your inveftigation may lead
you to  conclude, that the conftrudti-
ons given to. the judiciary power of the
Unued States, by three of the judges, is
right, according te the letter of the confli-
tution, and yet, that it will tend to the
promotion of peace and harmosny in the U=
nien, and to the prefervation of our fede-
ral government, fo happily eftablifhed, to
procure fuch. alterations in the judiciary
articles, as may fecure the States feverally,
inthe enjoyment of thay (hare O [bvereisn.
ty. which it was intended they (‘nould?e—
tain and poflefs. . In this laft cafe you willk
direct your meafures to that point.

From thefe confiderations, I confidered
it as abfolutely neceffary, that you fhould
be in feflion at an earlier day than that to
which the general court ftood adjourned.
Your deliberations on this fubjc& will take
fome time, and though Cengrefs wiil meet
on the firft monday in December, yet their
feflion may be fhort. : You could not,
therefore, after the laft Wednefday in Ja~
nuary, have time to do what ill be necef=
{ary. The court too, where this fuit is
pending, “will be in feflion early in Fe-
bruary, and the refult of the bufinefs will

! be then expelled.

I avoid giving an opinion either on the
queftion, whether the commonwealth is
liable to be fued, orwhether if it is {o cir=
cumitanced, an attempt to procure an al=
teration, is eligible. YetI confiderit to
be of the laft importance to the hap-
pinefs and intereft of the United States, as
well in their united, as in their feparate
capacity, to have this point, properly, fatif=
factorily and finally fettled. It is true that
(tates, kifgdoms, and empires oughtto d o
juftice ; butitisas true, that there are cer-
tain inherent princjples in the conflitution
of each, which can never be furrendered
without effentially changing the natm-(f
or deltroying the exiftence of the govern:
ment.

T
i

believe that the .commonsvealth of
Maffachufetts, from the generofity and
good feelings of its citizens, will be always
ready, asfar asthe people’s ability fhall
admit of, to do juftice to all men. Yetin
order to preferve the peace and fafety of
the Union, and to eftablifh in the bofoms
of other nations, a confidence in the redi-
tude of this, itis very proper' that there
fhp\-l]d be :lFrxl)unal of juftice, independent
of the particular ftates, which may be re-
forted to in certain cafes. ‘This was in-
tended to be provided for by the federal:
conftitntion : but whether the prefent cafe:
is properly before that tribunal, according¥
to that conftitution, or whether che procefs
under confideration, is within the intend3
ment of that provifion, you will confider.
Whether the provifion in the Federzl
conflitution for the extenfion of the judicis .
ary power to ftates, isintended to be ex: .
ercifed in matters of civil contrad, ot in ¢ -
ther matters which took place before thse
government was formed ; or whetheritis
intended only to. give a remedy for faily
injuries as may take place by force, aid
may therefore have a tendency to deftrégy
the peace of the Union, orinvolve the niu.
tion in a war with foreign powers, i< of

confequence enovgh to demand a confidé.

ration. Jf the judiciary power of the Unis




