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MESSAGE
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ANDREW 6. CURTIN,
Governor of Pennsylvania,
To the Legislature, Jan. 30, 18686.

LR et
PrxxsyLvania Exeorrive Cnausen,
Hanmisnona, Pa., January 30, 1806,
To the Bepate and House of Representatives of
the Commonwenlth of Pannylvanin

Gentlemen :—We have cause Lo he thunkiul to
Divine Providence for the blesgings ol peace
within our borders, apundant crops, unanimily
among our people, and that thus this Common-
wealth has been enabled to do her full duty to
the country, 1o hersell, and to posterity.

1 apprised you in mf Mesange of the 27th of
November, 1665, and delivered to you at the be-
ginning o1 your session, of the necessity under
the pressure of whicti 1 was con pelled, for the
restoration of my health, to gojourn for a time
in 2 warmer climate, I returned from Cuba re-
freshied and invigorabed, and have resumed the
duchargn of my public duties, 1 pannol omit to
acknowledge, with protound grat tude. the kind,
consiaerate, und afectionate course which you

vrsued duping my constrained absence, A

cavy addition has thug been mude to the debt
which I sirendy owed to the people of the Com-
monwenltn nnd their representalives, J
The be ance fu the Tressury, Novemmber
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The operations of the Slnking Fund, during
the yvear ending on the tiret Monday of Septem-’
ber last, as stuted in my proclanmation, were a8
follows:—

Awmount of debt reducel, $715,511°20, as fol-
lows, viz, :—
¥ive pereent. ... ..., Ses b N aantniss .
Coupon loun
AR JORI, ¢ vsv o s b bdivs 4% vos b 08
Interest oartilonton, ... ooovnirinas 2,008.-64
Domoestio ereditors 780

The discrepancy between the reduction ol the
public debt, pe shown by the =tutement at the
close of the figcal year, and that 1 my proclama.
tion at the close of the sinking (und year, ariges
from the fact that the one closes on the frst
Monday of SBeptember, the other on the 30th dsy
of November,

Amount of the public debt of Pennaylvania, as
it stood on the sirst doy ol Dicember, 1864,
$30,379, 608404,

Amouns redeemed at the State Treasury dur-
ing the fiecal yenr ending with November 80,
1866, viz, :—

Five per cent stocks .«» 81,708 51788
Four-and-a-half por cont stocks. ; 20,0000
Domestic ereditor ceriticates Veuro 67
Mulitary loan, act of May 15, 1861, ...... 17926000
1.903.345 88

Publiec Deobt, Decembor 1, 18045, 837 470 2568 04,
Assets In the Treasury :—
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Liabilitiea in excess of ussoty, Novems
ber 80, 1860

Lanbilities ym excess of @assetz, Novei-
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‘Improvement m condition of Treas
sury, since Noy. 80,1880, ., .. 0000 00e 2,006 670 02

By the rr-{mrt of the State Treasurer, it will be
obseérved that the extraordiniry expenditures
wing out of the wur, not refunded by the
ene Government, have been $4,028,627+21,
This ineludes the direct tax prid to the United
States by the State, whuch is not reimbursatle,
In rne balance is included the $071,476°48 paid
to the milicia, which, with a good rtion of
the remaining expenditure, 12 clearly due the
Btate from the Gencral Government.

The necessity lor extraordinnry expenditures
haviniz censed with the suppression of the late
Rebelllon, measures should be taken to examine
our resources, and relieve, as fur us possible, the
heavy burdens to which our people are
sublected,

It has heen the habit of late vears to appro-
priate freely Anaual sums for the support of
locdl charliics; and such appropristions are
almost every year inereased in number and
amount. Houses of Refuge, Institutions for the
Deal and Dumb and for the Blnd, Lunatic
Asvluns—these appear to me to be proper
oblects of State bounty, because a few of them
are sufficient for the whole Btate, and to leave
them to be provided for by the looal authorities
would, in fuet, be to deprive of protection the
unfortunale claszes for whose benetit they are

eslgned. But mere local charities, however
meritorions and effective, thould, I think, be
leit fo the quport of the banevolent parties who
established them.

It is unjust that the people of the Common-
wealth should be coerced to pay taxes, in order
that part of the money s0 raised may be given
10 the support of loesl charities, conducted by
private ussociutions, cspecinlly when it ls re-
membered thut hitherto but u small proportion
of the private charities in the Stute have asked
for such appropriation.

1 recommend, therelore, thnl.buu nppropriation
be made for charivies, beyond (he institutions
which T have above specitied,

The tuxes at present laid on corporations are
unequal, and (o o certpin extent thercby unjast,
1 recommend the sublect to the ntteption of the
Legiglature, with a view to » revision of tue
gystem,

Within u tew years, ncts have been repentedly
pussed directing the expendilure of as much
money a8 may beé npecessary w effect named

urposcs, ometimes without elearly deglguating

y whom the money is to be ¢xpended, or how
the mnooounta are Lo be examined, This custom
s very recent, and hos already led to abuses.

I recommend that the practice be corrected,
and that no appropriatfon be made withont hav-
ing the exact sum appropriated, tbe specific pur-

yose to which it is to be applied, and desigrat-

pg the oflicer by whom it 18 to by expended, and
proviging that the ascountg shall be seitled in
the Avditor-General's office in the usoal manoer.

Notwi hstunding the lurge expenditures by the
Blate for mihtary purposes since the breaking
out of the Rebellion, the condition of the wrea-
pury 15 now $L,.555,679°12 borter toan §t was then;
and I am proud to be wbie to state furfher, that
on the 1st day of December, 1505, the Stawe debt

wie $492.09840¢ Jess than 1t was on the 1st of
Januiary, 1861, These are truly graifylng facts,

Under these clreumalances, iL way be possible,
with entire zafety to our finances, Lo reduce or
even repeal the ordinary State (axof two and
o half malls on real estate, The tax of one-halfl
mwill ladd by the act of Muy 16, 1864, was by that
act upmslf)-ogladued for the repayment of the
loan of 5,000,000, thereby suthorized, and of
courte onnnot Lu- repealed or reduced until that
nﬁ‘qmvnt slsll have beon made. | recommend

this subject to the eareful and deliberate con-
gideration and judement of the Legislature, and
if it should be found that the tax can be re
pealed, [ yecommend that all Jaws suthoriziog
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$20,408 16894
£3,862,680 02

the lavying of loeal taxes on bonds, m o8,
loans, and all property of that kind be also res
pealed, Buch & repeal would largely envenrage
the investment of oanital in this State; and ada
immensely to the wealth of the State, winle the
loonl muthorities would loss very little, as it i
notorlous that, from the diMiculties of assess.
ment, they receive very Jittle from thesa sources,

In case of such repeal, I recommend the adop.
tion of some effectual measures for enforel
correct returns of such oqilof-u of taxation, with
nppropriate penalties for the neglect or rofusal
to make them, )

I make thess recommendations, believing that
it will lead o more equitable looal taxation, and
to greater economy in ther disbursement,

Many acts are on our statute books incorpo.
ruting companles for various purposes, which
companies have never been organized or gone
into operation. 1 recommend that all such acts
be repealed by a general law, and that provision
be wade, thut 1o future every act suthorizing a
cor ornl'lun ghall become vold, unless the corpo-
rution shall organize wnd use ita franchises
within a limited thme,

Since my lust annual message the war against
armed menson has been brought to a elose,  Of
the large contributions made by Pennsyivania to
the natlonal army, but afew of the men now
remain in the rervice, The spirit whioh acimated
our people at the ourzet of the Robellion has
never fiagged; and we can look back with pride
nnd satisiaction to the part taken by this Stute
in alding (o maintain the unity of the Govarn.
ment and In its defense against the nssanlts of
its enomies,

In my firgt inapgural address, 1 took oceasion
1o declare tha: Pennsylvania would, nnder uny
circumstances, render a foll and determined
support of the free iostitations of the Union,
The pledge so mede was based npon my know.
ledge of the solld patriotism of her citizens, Al
that time danger threatened, but no one antiel
pated that it would break forth so suddenly,
nor grow to such fearful proportions as it in
briel thme assumed,

My confidence In Pennsylvanis, in hier even yet
stubborn will, her ability and resourees, has been
fully justitied by toe manner in which she has
done her duty daring the liate eventful period,

On the request of the President of the United
States, | made a communication to the Legisla-
ture, on the Bth day ol April, 1861, setting forth
that mijitury orgunizations of o lormidable
churacter, which did not seem to be demannded
by any existing public exigency, had beon
formed in certaln of the States, and chat, whilst
Pennsylvanin yielded to no State in her respect
for and willingmess o protect by all needrul
gunrantees the constitutional rights and const-
tutional independence ol her sister Btates, no
contemplated attempr to resist the enforcoment
of the nacional law could mest with sympathy
or encouragement from the people of this Com-
monwenlth, and asked for sithority and means
lo organize a military bureau at the cepital, and
to g0 smend and modity thé militia laws e to
give vitality nnd encrgy to the military organi-
zations of fne Btate. On the 12th day of the
same month, 1 signed a bl providing for the
purpoges in diested in my messuge.

It will be remembered that this patriotic
action of the Legislature oceurred befors it was
known that hostilities had actually commenced,
and ia believed to be the first action by the
aulborit es of any State, or by the Nationul

Ll;lglslnturc.
he tiret call made by the President for troops
toaid in suppressing the Hebellion wus on the
16th of April, 1861, for seventy-five thousand
men; and that of this number the quota of Penn-
svlvanin was settled at fourteen regiments, to
serve three morths, unless gooner discharged.
With unsurpassed alacrity and esrnedeness,
volunteers answered to this call in such numbers
ns manifested the mtultive conviction of the
ople that the monstious wickeduess which
ad conceived an armed rebellion agalust the
Constitution and the laws could not be sup.
pressed but by & coloésal foroe,

Major-Gieneral Robert Patterson was assigned,
by the General Government, to a command,
which included the forces rmsed in Peansylva-
nin. Within a week after the call ot the Presi-
dent, communication with Washington was
almost entirely cut off. General Patterson,
prompted by the necessitles of the sitoation,
made, on the 25th of April, a requisition upon
we for twenty-five nadditional regiments of
intantry and one of cavalry, to be forthwith
mustered into the service of the United Btates,
Uinder this requisition, 1 accepted, from amongst
the many pressing to be admitted into the ser-
vice, a sufficient number of companies to fill it;
care being taken to allow to each county, as
nearly as possible, & fair represeniation, Ouly
eleven regiments, however, in addition to the
fourteen called for by the President, were
organized and mustered into the service, belore
the order of General Patterson was couunter-
mandeéd by him, under instructions from the
Wur Department.

On the 14th day of May, 1861, the Becretary of
War, in o letter communicating the plan of
orgunization for three years regiments, con.
irmed the revocation of the order in the follow-
ing language:—*Ten regiments sre assignel to
Pennsylvania, making, in addition to the thir-
teen regiments of three months militia, slready
enlled 1or, twenty-three regiments, It 1 im-
vortant to reduce, rather than enlaree this num-
ber, and in no event to exceed it. Let me
earnestly recommend to you, therefore, to call
for 1o more than twenty-three regiments, of
which only ten are to serve during the war, and
if more are ulrendy ocslled for, to reduce the
number by discharge.”

The twenty-five regiments raised as above
stated comprised 20,079 men. The ardor of our
people was unabated. Many of the companies,
under roy order, had arrived in camp at Harrle-
burg, und others maintained their organizations
at home at their own expense and by contribu-
tions from their nelghbors and (riends,

In the eritical condition of the country, and
anticipatiog that, in case of reverse to our
arms, the borders of Pennsylvanin would be the
porinis to the rich gransries, manufactories, and
storehounses of the North, I deemed it my duty
to convene the Legislature, that adequate pro-
virlon might be made to ennble me to render the
military power of the Btate as available and
eficlent as it should be, for the common defen se
of the SBtate und the General Government: and
accordingly, on the 20uh of April, 1561, issued
my procismation, calling for n meeting of the
General Assembly on the 30th of the same
month,

In my mesgage to the Legislnture at its open-
Ing, I recommended she tmmediate orzanlzution,
diseiplining, and arming of at least fiftecn regi-
ments, exclusive ol those called fnto the s2vice
of the United Btates.

The Legwlature seted promptly upon this sng-
geation, and made full provisions for its etfestuul
asocomplishment,  The result was the early and
complete organization, clothing, and equipment
of the Pevnsylvania Resorve E‘loiunu-cr Jorps,
with its thirteen reglinents of infantry, one of
light artillery, and one of cavalry, under the
supervizion of George A. MeCsll, who was
selecled to command i, with the commigsion
ang rank of Muwjor-Genersl, This corps con-

tained 15,856 men, and the whole expense of

ralsing, clothing, equipplag, sabelsting, and
yipg them, until thelr entry into the United
Btutes pervice, wis $855, 444087,

They were encamped i diferent parts of the
State, exceptiog two ol the regiments, com-
manded by Colonels Chuarles J, Biddle gpd Se-
necs G, Bimmons, and two batteries of artillery,
under the command of Colonel Charles T,
Campbell, which, at the request of the War De-

artment, were sont on the 29d of June, 18i1, to
be reliet of Colonel Wallges, at Cumberlund,
Maryland, snd remmned for about six weeks
there, and in Western Virginia, engaged in wo-
tive operstions, Towards the close of July the
whole corps was oalled for and taken, on u re-
quisition, Into the service of the United Staves,
\k‘u.mn lour day# after the disaster st Bull Run,

eleven regiments, In all respoots ready for active
eervice, were In Washington and Baltimore,

The troops sent to Western Virginia were ro-
ealled, and with the other two regiments of the
corpr, forwarded to Washinglon,

On the 26th of July, 1861, the Becretary of
War expressed his gratification and thanks for
the prompt response from Pennay!vania.

The wisdom of the Legislature in providing
for the formation of this corps, for the interests
ol the Btale and the nation, was tully shown oy
subsequent events, Most of the men who tlled
its ranks had been nccepted by me under tho call
for tweney-five reglments, wiich was atworwarls
rescinded,

They had left their lamilies and homes under
8 decp senge of duty to their country, und to
huve gent them baok unseceerpted would have
caused serious diflionity in making future en-
listmenta,

By the acts of Congress of 224 and 25th July,
1861, the President was authorized 1o eall upon
the several Btates for volun‘eers to serve for
three years, Under this authority requisitions
were made on this State, and fourteen regiments
were promptly furnished, In the meantime au-
thoiites had been srunted by tne President and
the War Depariment to a number of individanis
to ralse regimeurs in diferent parts of the
State, which seriously Interfered with the action
ol the Biate authorities in filline requisitions
régularly made under the aots of Congress,

The embacrassmonta rm=ln;i from this conflict
of authorities became at leugth so serious that |
wns consfrained to call the sttention of the Pre-
sident and Becretsey of War to the subject, by a
communication dated the lst ol August, 1831,
and on the 26th of Beplember following, an order
was Jssued requiring these independent regi-
ments 1o report to the Governor, and placing
them under nig' authority and control.  Acting
under this order, muny of the independent regi-
ments were flled up, others consolidated, and
seventy-three reglments, with an  aguregate
plrm;gtll of 89,048 men, were promptly sent for-
ward,

During the vear 1802 a draft was ordered Jby
the General Govermmeus, which was executed
nuder the Btate authoritics,

Ot the (5“01;1 ol the State, under the call of
July 7, 1862, fort~three reghments ol volunteers,
aggregatmg 40,348 men, were put into service;
and under the draft ordered August dth, of the
sime year, flwen regpments, contnining nn
argrecate lovee of 16,000 men, organized and
gent forwerd, During the game period nine inde.
pendent batteries of artillery were organised in
the State, with an aggregare swength of 1358
ofiicers and men,

It will be remembered that the ardor and
promptoets of our people, under such trylog olr-
cumstances, In prezging the troops torward, wia
such as to call Ivom the President espeeial
tpunks, and to request me (o express them to
the people of the State,

During the year 1863 jorty-three thousand and
forty-six (43,046) men were tarmished tor the
gervice, principally to il regiments in the
ficld which had been: reduced by the exigencics
of the war,

During the year 1804, under the various calls
el the General Government, thirty-two regi-
ments, two battalions, and eight unattached
companies, of dilferent arms4 ol the service and
for various periods, were organized and sent to
the field, aggregating, with re-enlistments in
the fleld, amounting to 17,876, an azgregate
loxrce ol 91,704 men, furuished for that year.

On my suggestion, the policy of consolluating
our reduced regiments, and hiling thew up by
the assignment of new companies, was adopted,
audin 1865, under this #ystem, besides organiz-
ing three entire new regiments, seventy-five
companics were assigned to reduced regiments,
by which they were agnin filled to the regimen-
tal & l, These three new regimetts and
sevenly-five companias; wi
lor regiments in the m.:ld. reported by the super-
intendents of thnt service, amounten, in the ag-
gregate, to 256,700 men for this year.

In the month of September, 1863, after the
second disaster at Bull Run, it becane evident
that the enemy had adopted an aggressive
policy, and was about to invade the Northern
Hiates throurh Maryland and the southern bor-
der of Pennsylvania, Under the sanction of the
President of the United States, on the 1lth day
ol that month, I issued my proclamation, calling
into immediate service Mty thousand of the
freemen of this Blate, Under tbhiscall tweniy-
five regiments and four companles of infantry,
fourteen unattached companies of cavalry, and
four batteries ol artillery, were immediately
orgaunized asnd sent to the border, the greater

rtion advancing beyond the Swtate line into
daryland.

Genernl Jobn F. Reynolds, st that iod
commanding the Pennsylvania Reserve Uorps,
was temporurily assigned, by the Sacrelurﬂ ol
War, 1o the command of these troops, by whose
o1der they were returned to Pennsylvania, snd
by my proclamestion, disbanded on the 24th of
the swme month, In acknowledgment of the
services rendered by the men of Penunsylvania,
Major-General McClellan, commanding the Army
of the Polomae, by letter dated the 27th of Bep-
tember, 1562, scknowledging the service and
thanking the State, uses the following lan-
Eusge =

““The manner in which the people of Penunsylvania
rasponded to your eal, snd hastenod to toe delense
of their frontier, no doubt exercised a great influsncs
gron the ememy,”” and the Governor of Maryland,

i Excollency A. W, Bradford, m an order datod
beptember 29, H the follo language
in regard to these troopa:—‘'Lhe iness with
which they crossed the border and took their stand
beside the Maryland Brigade, shows thut the porder
is, In all respects, but an wdeal line, snd that in such
& oause Bs now unites us, Pennsy a und Mary-
lang are but one."

In the month of June, 1883, It again becume
avident that the Rebel army was advancing
North, threatening also the western border of
Pennsylvania, and on the 26th ol that month, 1

in lesued my proclumation, calling the militia
of the State into immediate service. In the De.
Puﬂmﬁ-m of the Morongahela, five regimonts of
nfantry, one company of eavalry, and one bat.
tery of artillery, for ninety days' service, and
one bhattulion of infantry, one battalion of eay-
alry, snd onebattery of artillery, for six months'
United Sgates service, were organized, In the
Department of the Suaquehanne, twenty-three
regiments and dve unattsched companies of in-
fantry, and two unattichiod compuauies of cavalry,
for ninely days; one battallon of ilofaniry, ong
battalion of cavalry, aud lour independent bat.
teries of ardllery, for three wouths; three reei-
maents of cavalry, two battalions of intautry,
aud three m.lePumlvu! batteries of artillery, for
six months' United Slates service, were organize ),

There were nlso orgavized in this department,
for the “‘emergency term,” eicht regiusnts, one
battalion and & number of unattached vompanies
ol infantry, two Independent batieries of argil-
lery, and two companies of cavalry,

ln the Depmtment of the Monongahels, the
troops under this eall were commanded by
Mmwor-General W.'l' H. Brooks, and in the De.

urtment of the Busquehanna, by Major-General

). N. Couch, severally detwiled by the War
Department,

The details of the services of the militia on
thege ovossions, as well as the geperous assist.
ance rendered by the militin of the States of New
York and New Jersey, have been tully recogaized
in previous messages.

Acting under orders, they dld not heslinte to
oroes the State Iine, and enter Ohio and Wedtern
Virginin, In the Wesdt; and in the Bust, thoy de
fended the line of the Busquehunni, were at
Gettysburg before the advange of the Armv of
the Potomae, detended Carlisle successfully
when stgeked by & superior force, made long
marches, patiently sufforing great privations tor
the want of gutlicient meuns of ransportation,
crossed info Maryland, when ordered, and at-
tacked the enemy successfully, and saved the
Cupital of their Btate from destruction. When
the history of the Rebelllon is truly written, no
part which relates to Pennsylvanin will reflect
more credit on the pstriotiam, coursee, and

fidelity of her le, than thelr prompt answer
to the call made tor millhg srrvics for domestie
rotection. It ¥4 a record of which the t
y of the people are a party, and of which
they may all be proud,

In July, 1864, & Rebel army again crossed the
Potomac, threatening the southern border, and
marched tn Washineton,

Under the pressing demands of the national
anthorities, all the orgavized troops in Pennsvl-
vanian were immediately sent forward. The
Rebel army was deteated and driven back. A
Rebel column of three thousand men had, how-
ever, croseed the bosder, and, on the 30th of
Ju!’h‘f burned the town of Chambersburg, In
my Moess: of last year, I stated in detail the
movements of the enemy, and the circumstances
sitending the destruction of that borongh,
Although the people of all the sonthern border
suffered much frim annoal incurslons of the
enemy, Chambersburg s the only town enbirely
destroyed within our border, and, it is belleved,
in any loyal State,

The citizens of the town were suddenly re-
dueed to poverty, and, for a time, wera sustained
by the aclive benevolence of the people of other
parts ol the State, mded by nn appropriation of
une hundred thousand dollars trom the Com-
monwenlth, They have stroegled encvgotically
1o revive fiom this ealmnily, but it I8 now fearsd
that lew of themy will be uble to suececd, 1 sub-
mit, therefore, to the wisdom of the Legslature,
whether it woul!! not he proper toexiend to that
people some additional relwer,

The pumber of troops formshad the serviee,
from Pennsy lvauia, during the Rebelhon, may be
gtnted as rollows, viz,:-
Dunng the year 1801

o to 1802
o £
o
a0

130 504

7l 10

R
benaayedis s WRATUR
snassnase 30,840
02 254

This statement is exclusive of militin
enlistments tor the United States navy.

1 reter, for more perfect details of all the mili-
tary operations of the State, to the reports ol the
Adjutant.Genceral, of the other military depart-
ments of the Stute, and to my previous sunoal
messages,  This brier mititary record woald be
imperiect it 1 failed to commend the fidelity,
zeal, nnd Industry of the military departimonta
of the State, and to express my persounl obliga-
tions lor the rendy obedience and constant sup-
port I have unttormly recelved from the chiefs
ol the depurtments tnd officers of my personnl
stafl,

An approximste jodgment of the amonnt of
labur pertormed by these departments, and in
the office of the Becrotary of the Commonwealth,
may be made, when 1t 5 stated that tortyv-three
thousana (43,000) military commissions were
igsued during the war.

The firet request for troops from this State was
dated at Washington, on the 16th of Avoril, 1361,
and on the 10th the telegraph announced ty the
War Department that over four thousand men
were at Harnsbury, Awailing marching ordexs.

It Is our proud privilege to have it remems-
bered, that the first military aid irom the loyal
States which reached Washington, was the force
of 400 Pennssivenlrng, who arrived there on
the 18th day of April, and that, when the capital
of the nation was the second time threatened,
after the battle of Doil Run, the rezimentz of the
Penneylvania Reserve Corps were the first
troops seut forward,

Yrom the beginning of the war o 1ts close the
State has never tallered n its sapport of the
Government.

Proceeding in the sirict line of duty, the re-
sources of Pennsylvanin, whether in men or
money, have neither been withheld nor squan-
dered. The bistory of the conduet of our peopls
in the tield is iMuminated with Incidents of
herdlemy” worthy ot -comsprouons notice:
woula be impossible to mention them in the
proper limits of a messare without doing mjus-
tice, or, perhaps, making invidious distinotions,
Arrangements are In progregs to have n com-
plete history of our regiments, such as has been
contemplated and is provided tor in an act ot
Assembly already pasied; snd on this subject |
commend the report of the Execative Military
Department to your favorable consideration,

t would be mike impossible to turnish a his-
tory ol the associated benevolence and of the
large individual contributions to the comfort of
our people in the field and hospital, or of the
names ahd gervices, at all times, of our volunteer
surgeons, when called to assist in the hospital
or on the battlefield; nor is it possible rto do
justice to the many patriotic Christiain men who
wele always ready lD.rEsﬁtllld when summoned
}'0 the exercise of acts of humanity and benevo-

cnee,

Our armies were sustained and strengthened in
the fiela by the patriotic devotion of their iriends
at home; and we can never render full justice wo
the heaven-directed, patriotic, Christinn benevo-
lence ol the women of the State,

During the war I had occasion, from time to
time, to communicate freely with the Legislature
on subjects bearing upon the interess of the
nien ll;fpresenting the State in the armies of the
republic,

t is with a gense of unfeigned gratitude that I
deknowledge how cheerfully and promptly the
Legislature and the people acted upou my sug-
gestions, whether for the support ul the Govern-
meut, the enlistm ent and organization of troops,
or for the comtort of our people already in the

o
L0
Do

and

tield,

Without this generous conflience and liberal
gupport, the labors of the Executive would have
been in wvaing the treasure that has been ex-
en od would have been wasted, precious lives
]oul wounld have been an empty sacrifice, the
bruised hearts of kindred and friends would
have been without solace, the strong men,
whose health has been broken and whose bodies
have been walined, would have been monnments
of herolsm wasted, and the honor of this great
Commonweslth would have been degraded
amidst the tallen ruins of the institutions of the
republie.

'he report of the Hon. Thomas H. Burrowes,
gshows the gratifylog result, under his setive
mansgement, of the system adopted by the
Stute for the maintenance sand education of the
orphans of our soldiers, His report exhibita the
tact, that 1242 orphans are now aclually admit-
ted to the schools, and that 1546 spplications In
all have been allowed, and orders issued for their
pdmission, muny of whom have been admitted
since his repurt, It will also be geen, that the
lurzest appropristion that ever will be
required, will be for this snd the two ensuing
yenrs, and that then the amount will be grada-
ally reduced. I have heretolore commended this
charity to you, and I deem it nnnecessary to
add another word, in asking & contnuation of
an approprintion which is to provide for and
educate the best blood of the State, and support
tne living legacies which have been bequenthed
us by the men who lgid down their lives for the
country, When we remember that every sort
ol publie and private pledge that the eloquence
ol man could gevise or ntter, wns given to owr
solidlers n8 they wentl forward, that it they fell
their crphans shouid becomo the children of the
Sigve, | cannot for an instant suppose that yon
will hesitate to contmune @n  sppropristion
which Is to bless thelr little ones, providine
comfortable homnes, instead of leaving them In
wint and destitution, many of them to Ml vie-
tims to vice and erime,

At the time of the invasion of the North, In
19¢8, by the Rebel grmy, the President made a
requisition on me for militia to serve during
ihe emergency. The men came forward
prompily, to the number of 46,653, of whom
upwaurds ef 26000 refbed to be mustered into
thie service of the United Stutes, in consequence
of circumstances of prior occurrence not neces
siry 1o be here stuted,

In this embarrassment, the emergency boing
very presaing, after consultation with the Presi-
dent, he authoriged and requested me to call

but fe=-

them on bebalf of the Btate, and for the delense
of the State, the Unlted States payiog ull the '

expenses of their clothing, squipment, sabsist
ence, elo, It waa, howavax.aah‘md shat there
was no approprintion for their pay. To remove
{hls diffioulty the General Government apolied
fo bLanks snd other moneyed cerporations in
Philadelphia to advance the amount of the pay,
on A pledge that, when Congress melhthecrn_--
siige of a bill to relmburss them should be
recommended.

Theso institutions declined this proposition,
but expressed toeir willingness to make the ad
vances i 1 would pledge myself to recommond
to the Legislature the passage of such an aps ln
case Congress sbould not provide for retmburs-
ing them. Under these circumatances I rooeived
from the Bxecutive of the United States the
pledge which he had proposed to eive to the

anks, etes, and upon that 1 enve the necessary

ledge to them, and they ndvanced the required
unds acorrdinely, The lollowing telegram trom
the Secretary of War will show m part the
ground on which I acted:—

W ABHINOTON, Juy 14 1568.—~To bhis Excellency
Govervor A. G, Curtin:—Your to'orrams respooting
ihe pay of militia calied out usder your procismn
Lion vl the Zith ot June bave been referted to tho
Freadent lor mstruobions, and have been usder nls
cunmoeiation, He directs me to sa¥ that, wailo uo
Iaw or appropriation authorizes the payments by tho
Governl Governwent of troops that have not we:n
mustired 1cto the sorviee of (be Umied States, he
wiil recommend to Vovgress 1o make an approprin.
Bon lor  be payment of wooos eniled (nto Siats ser-
vice 10 reper AN pctus Invasion, inolneiog those ol
tho dtme of Venueyivania 41, 1n the mmean ome. you
coil rape ILe pecysary pmonnt, ns lins boen done 1n
other States, the appropnadon will be upplied to
tefvnd the advanes 1o those who made .

Mossutes have been taken for the payment of
troops wastered futo the Uniwed States service as
EOOn 18 the noaster and pav-rolis are fonds out, The
auswer of this Department 10 you, aa Uovarnor of
tho State, will be given dwectl'y (o youmselt whonever
the Departmoent i preonred 1o moke gngwer,

(Bigred) Epwis M, 2143108, Soere ary of War,

When Congress met, the Exeoutive of the
Untted Stutes 0id not recommend the passage
ol the necessary act, 1 have understood that
the subjeet was ealled to the attention of the
proper committee, by the Seeretary of War, bat
a8 the President did not send s message ex-
plaming the circumstances of the case, thoe
uppropristion failed, as the members of Congress
hud thus no means ol explamn‘ng to their con-
stituente  the difference between this  ense
(which was in suostance n loan to the United
Bliwes, apon the pledee ol the Execulive for ite
repayment) and the céase of the voluutary ex-
penditure of money for military purposes by
Peupsylvanin and most of the othier States,

I will ndd, that the men came o the sorvies
for the emietgency only, and on the faith that
they should be discharged as soon as, 1 my
juugment, the emergoncy should have ceasod.
1he emergency ceased lmmedmdely afler the
baltle o1 Gettysburg, shich commenced on the
15t of July, 1563; yot the men, aguinst my urgent
wnd repented remonstranees, were kept in the
scivice long afterwiards, and used by the United
Blales for vavious purposes, The lusg of them
wore pot discharged till wn SBeptember,

I récommend that the Legislature adopt mea-
gules 1o brivg the subject azain before Congress,
and obtain repayment of this snm, smounting to
$001.476:43, with interest on the snme, which the
General Government has taus 1ar 8o unwarrant-
ubly withneld.,

Gireat injustice has been done to private sol-
diecg, who went into service under rhe provi.
slons ol the act ot Congress, by refusing Lo pay
them the full bounties olfered by the terms of
thut act. The foliowing letter, which I ad-
drusged to the Secretary ol War, sufficiently ex-
pluing the position of this afair;—

EX¥ouTive CiaMmnir, HARRIEBURG, Pa , June
b, 18656,~8w:—Thore are two subjects connected
willi the discharge ol voluneers whioh are ol so
muoh importenes that 1 feel justitied 1o caling your
attentioy to them.

irs', 1he mien are boing pald only to the day of
thicir arrival at tho place they 4 ¢ 0 bo discharged.
Thas will eaude thum 1o lose u few days’ pav, depend-
ine yrimedp ady upon the promptuess and dispo-ition
of the ofhoers of the Umtod Swutes having the mattor
i charge, 1tis o matter of httle moment to the
Government, bub the mea (elt 1t to bo an wjustice,
and if, neder the acts ol Congress, they ean be paid
until diccLargod, I think you will agree with them,

Fecond, In Cirovlar No. L9 rrom Provost-Marshal-
General’s Ofioe, dated Jualy 18, 1864, “onder which
tlie voiunteers now to b dwsoharged were raised,’”
itisniated that the bounty provided by law s ns
follows j—

“For recruits, Including representative rooruits,
white i oo orod, 8100,

And it 1s 'urther added, that the first lustalment
ol the bounty will be paid when tho reorait Is muse
tered in, as lollows :—

“I'o a recruit who enlisted in the army for one
year, §88'58.”

Omn theso termns the men enisted, and they are of
opiulon that they are entitled to the rempnaer of
thelr bounty when disonarged (rom se vice .

1t is proposed, howover, Lo pay themn but a part of
{his remminder, becaure the uovoiumo%! does not
require ther services for the fuil term Of their ens
Hatmeut, and appears to0 bo & breach ol the contract
between the Government and the men, The bouuty
wns beld out by the Government as nn inducement
to cnlist, not ws additonal pay for serviees to be
rendered, Jhe men became entitled to it by tue
fece of enlistment, and could only forfeit wiat re-
mained supmd by some misconduct, of whwh such
furfeiture should te o legnl penalty,

Tuoese matters are orcating much unpleasant ‘eo'-
ing among the men, I need not say to yvou, thoy
hove behuved gallantly, and the gouniry owes themn
everything; and if it ean possmibly be avolded, they
odeht not 10 be rent home under the fealing that the
Government, when tbeir services are no longer re-
quired, inkes tho first opportunity to treat them un-
Jusify and violate ite contract with them,

| a#sure you thas unless theso duffioulties are ro-
lieved, theie will he created & peneral discontent,
whieh will be injurious hereafier; and it is my for-
ven: desive for the sucecss of your sdministration
which legds me to brning them direetly to your notige,

Very respectiully, yowr obedient servant,

A, G, VURTIN,
To the President,

The refusal has been persisted in, umder an
opaion of the Attorney-General of the United
Biutes, a copy of which was seut to me,

I recommend that the Legislature make proper
efforts to have this Injustice corrected.

The report of David Wills, Esq., President of
the Soldiers’ National Cemetery, st Gettysburg,
berewith transmitied, shows the pregent condi-
tion of the cemetery, As the battle of Gettyss
burg resulted in a glorious victory, and was o
fuct the beginning of the end of the war, and
occnrred on the soll of the L‘ummuuwe&[lh.l
think it would be well that it should be com-
mwemorated by an historieal painting, o be
placed in the Capitol of gre State; and | recom-
mend that the Legislature wake measares for
that purpose,

The State of Muryland has proposed to her
glster States that they unite with her in esta-
blishing u cemetery for onr soldiers who fell at
Anfietsm, 1 herewith wansmit coples of tha
Muryland statute, and other doouments on this
subjeet, and recommend the passage of an set
bourtily accepting the proposition of the Staie
of Maryland., All the States having promptly
and-generously responded to our proposition to
huve ncemetery at Geutysburg, It would seem

roper that we should reciprocats, and unite 1n

bie. The dutyis made more sicred when we
remember that more of Penusyivanin’s sous fell
i that battle than these of any other Slate,

I'he report of the Btate Agont at Washington,
herowith trunsmitted, shows that under hf; effl-
clent munngement the claims of ourssldiers are
prompHiyiexamined and paid. Every edort has
oven made 1o apprise our oflicers and men thag
their clnimg will be collected by the State Agent
{Colone] Jordan) without expense to them; yet
it I8 leared that many of them continue to
amploy priviste olaim agents, whoss fees bear
heavily on the clalmants,

Since my last annusl messnge 1 have expanded
of the seoret service flund the sum of four thous
st theeo hundred aud thirty<three dollars soud
twenty cents, out of which [ have paid my per-
sonal “staff and other extraordinary expenses,
No appropriation s required for the inorenss of
this tand.

I invite your aitention to the reports of the
Military Daputmeutn.ol the Btate, to the report

of the ntendent of Common Bohools,
which exhibiwa the u# condition ol our
sgm of publio education, and to the report of
the 8 r-General; and recommend to your
favorable consideration the many excellont sug-
gestions made by that officer,

1 commend to” your earnest consideration the
uuum.\un made by the Surgeon-General in his
report, herewith transwitied, on the prooriety of
leglslation for the protection of our people,. by
proper panitary measures, from the ravages of
tll.:o oholera, which I8 now spprosching our
shores,

1 commentl to the wisdom of the Legislature
the subject of providing for the relie! of our
many maimed and wounded soldiers. Posaibly
this might be done t;s' continuing and enlarging
the wots providing for boards of relief in the
several count'es, I recommend the adoption by
the Legisluture of this or some other plan for
dolog justice to the cluss of men in question,

By the iomt‘t moi‘utton of May 16, 1861, nultthorl-
ang me to give fiage to our remments, it was
made the duty of the Execotive to rcoeive the
fings when the iments returned. This has
not been hitherto done, innsmuch us they have
Y0t yet gl been mustered out. As poon s this
shall have taken place, tho flags will be received
with appropriste oeremonies, and | recommend
that the Legilature make provision lor causing
them 10 be hung In the new Library,

1 refer 1o the suggestion of Brigadier-Ceneral
Todd, Inepector Genernl, on the subject of the
milivle.  1'am not prepared to make any recom-
mendation on this subject, as 1 obsarve, with
grent pleasure, that Congress s proposing to
establish o uniform system throughout she
Unued States,

The nreenal at Harrisburg is decaying and un-
dnte, The arms and munitions ol the State there
deposited nre o1 the value probably ot hall & mil-
lon of dollars, 1 recommend that provision be
made for repalring It, or that a new arsenal be
constructed in this vicinity, tor the purpose of
securing thelr preservation.

Since my last sonual wessage the late Presi.
dent of the United States has mllen a vietim to
Lthe most foul and base nsspsaination recorded 1n
history., It will afford ume pionsure, and 1 will
heartily unite with you in any expression of
mdignation at the erime, ana of apprecation of
the dublic virtve and services ol its viotim,
Abraham Linecoln,

My uniform course during the late war was to
avald the discussion of the policy of the General
Government, while giving a hearly support to
the national authorivies i all their measures to
suppiess the Kebellion, | ahall continue to pur-
sue the same eourse during the ambarrussments
neerssirily connected with the entire restoration
ot the country. The prineiples expressed in the
messare of the President at the commencoment
of the session of Congres: will receive my cor-
dial sugport,

During the last five years the people of this
State have suffered deeply 1rom the calamities ot
war. Thousands of her men have been slain,
and others are malmed and broken, Almost
every lamily has been stricken, and everywhere
there are widows and orphans, many ol them
helplegs and In poverty, It 18 a subjeect of sin-
cere congratulation that peace has ot last re-
turned.

1 am not aware of the existence of any diffi-
culty with other nations which mav not be smi-
cably adingted, and therelore ventove 10 express
the hope that long years of trauquillity snd hap-
piness are before us. A. G. CorTin,

THE WEST INDIES.

The Late Revolution in St. Domingo
Agaiust FPresident Bacz —Coaplare of
Kainave—Dissniisfaction of the People
with the Present Admiaisteation—Vin-
atotlveness and Unpopnlarity of Baes—
‘he Cholexa tn the Intertior of Ganda-
loupe—UOver Eloven Thoosaud Deatlis,
By the arrival of the stéamship South Amwrica

we have St. Thomas dates Lo January 28,

The cholera, which had somewha! abatea in
the principal towns of Gaudaloupe, retained its
full force m the interior of the country, and
there bas been no diminution of desths, Accord-
ing to officlal reports the deaths have amounted
o eleven thousand two hundred o all

All Consuls named by the Dominican Govern.
ment have been suspended until new treaties
are formed with the dilerent countries,

Br. Domixgo, Junuary 0.—It hus been ascer -
tained that Gencral Luperon and several others
ol the leaders in the late revolution at Puerto
Plais against the Goverument ol President Baex
escaped to Turk’s laland,

Salnave, who tigured so prominently at Cape
Haytien, wus umong the revolutionists. He i
now & prisoner at Puerto Plata, and will shortly
Le gent to the city of 81, Domingo,

Although \his revolution has been so easily
quelied, yel there are duubts about Mr. Baez
remaimng in power, A coup d'gat effected his
¢leyation to the Presidency mrough the treason
ot Genernl Cabral, the only other candidate,
who, knowlag his own weapacily to occupy that
high pesition, suddenly, and ut the last moment,
relinquished his pretensions in favor of Mr.
Baez, who was furtber alded by the armed
ol & man numed Pedro Gulllermo, Cabral com-
promising mang of the most respectable citizens,
who had placed all confidence In him.

Recent events clearly show that the majority
of the nation are not in favor of (he adminlstra-
tlon of Baez, and nothing but the approachin
tobaceo erop could have frustrated the attom
to overthrow his power at Poerw Plata. @
people cannot understund what right he has to
the firet maglstracy, for during the struggle with
Spain, while they were fighting tor their inde-
pendence, Mr, Baez calmly watched the events
oceurring in Europe, he being at the time a
FField Marshal, in the pay of this foe to the Re-
public, aud this rank he only resigned after the
eviicustion of the wland by the Spanish troope.

Al the present moment the different Consulates
in the city of 8t Domingo afford a soanty pro-
tection to @ mnumber of persons ree-
cuted by blm upon suspicion of being lmplﬂ&wﬂ
in the not at Puerto Plata; that this s 8 ngasure
of revenge in consequence of their opposition to
his tormer rule ennnot be doubted, & prigons
wre crowded with who had pot the wood
fortune to reach the shelter of the Consulates;
many who had been absent, arriving &t the
moment, were conveyed from the landing to
prison.

Although fair promises had been civen that
thoge politieal animosities would ve buried in
oblivion, yet Mr. Bacz proves by his mels the
fulsity of such promises. A general rising is
expected, from tle faot that the population are
greatly lncensed at the sofs of his sdministrn-
tion. It 1s reported that the President has vot
been ecen in the streeis since (he day of his
mavguration. _

Moreover, Mr. Baes's residence 'n Burope has
fnfluenced him, to lean owards Fronch policy,
while the Inhabitants sympathize entirely with
the policy of the United Btates,

The health of the Islapd I8 good, The tobacco
orap in the northern part of the island will be
expeedingly hl;ft' in eowpurison with former
years,—2N, Y. Herald,

BREARKING Oprx MARKET STALLS,—
Walter Howland, aged fourteen yoors, was ar-
rested, vesterduy, upon the charge of breaking
into the stells i the Elevenlh street market,
He has been engaged 1o this pracrice for about
gix months, and when arresied he had & large
bunch of keye in his posseasion. He was com-
mitted to the House of Retuge by Aldermun
Tittermary.

TiverLy DiscoveRY,~This morning, about
2 o'clock, Officer Hiiton, of the Nineteonth
Ward, discovered a fire on the roof of Thomne
Harrison's laboratory, ot Fiddler and Harrison
streets. The fAames were extinguishod by the
workmen withoot the gsslstance of the fire com-
panies, '




