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HORACE GREELEY.

om the Novihern Monthly for Avgumt, G

here is a story to the effect that Me. Baward
% described Horace Greeloy as a great man,
full of gentus and powar that if he had com-
W Bensge he wotld be dangerons. The errant
Mlencles of Mr. Grreeloy’s mind have been so
kably illustrated during the past five or
Jéars, that Mr. Beward's eplgram has

N

d in one person, certainly presentz an in-
grnons  pietare, which has the effect of
bature; and perhaps it is proper, in de-
bing Mr. Greeloy, to adopt the mild euphe-
o of “‘a great child."! The conmjunction of
Hldish (not ohild-like) qualities with great
tal capacity is the key to his oharacter,
LI is singular that, in the numarous bio-
pliles which have been published, this
W has nover been exprossed.
Bvery reader of American newspapers has
M, at intervals, ridiculous caricatures of
i Gresley—bur lesques of the kind to which
public men are subjected, and which pos-
fome degree of humor or appositeness.
daricaturist aims to bring out the leading
Bils of the man; in excess, ﬁ. ia true, but the
pen0e I8 not snocessful unless it is readily
dgenerally recognized as significant, The
rgatares of Horace Gresloy invariably repre-
hhlll.s an overgrown child. His callow
iplicily of look and manner at once strike
| Artidt as peculiar to himself.
l'lydull{_, these charaoteristics are very
ipble. There is the looseness of the bony
atuss which belongs to immaturity. The
ih s flabby, like n child’s. The features
tk the strong ontline of manliness. The eye
foft and wavering, and has none of that
il do% energy which fires the look of ma-
irity. The gait is loose and shambling—a
g along, instead of a deliberate progress,
 such a body Ve typical of the mind which
isbits it, and ita motions correspondent, we
readily understand how easily such a man
ight beoome the viotim of his own ponde-
and merely stagger along the road of
nght, according as one faculty or another
ly moved him by its activity. In
the human being is far more of a machine
i most are willing to admit. Nor is it
pugh to say the y affoots the mind. It
. to represent the indwelling soul,
: E‘l"a to learn of each other through the
dy: they alzo judge by the body. AsBweden-
expresses i, there is a “'correspondence””
weon the two,
p@ Greeley grew up rapidly to nearly
ix feet in height, at an early age* This hasty
rowth of the skeleton left the organic develop-
pent Iagging behind., Naturally of a nervous
mperament, and of large brain, his mental
' served to still further exhaust his
e of vitality, and thereby retard physical
jurity. There is some analogy between thia
lnous growth of his body and the opera-
of his mind. He generalizes and theo-
freely and largely, but is very slow in
ing out the practical details of a plan. He
talotonizes, but never completes. Now, the
nic development of a man is that which
ives him both his f)miva and active powers
mdurande as well as strength., Greeley’'s
hness, nervousness, cowardice, are due
: to his immaturity. His nerves never
_ a proper maseuline covering. When a
- of aleven, he was thrown into an agony
for by the delusion that he saw a wolf's
ning in the dark by the roadside, and
od two girls to escort him home. He |
bear the gight of blood; consequently
ed hunting, and stopped his ears
ers fired the guns.

)-l

finability to control the bodily impulses
i to its desires as well as its fears, its

R ohres as well as its pains, His mental life,
eod, usually absorbed his attention, often
itter forgetfulness of phyeical wants; but,

the appetites were gven rein, they wounld |
s the bit in their teeth at once, and run
y with propriety. Both in childhood and
jdult years, Mr, Greeley is described as eat-
with the vordeity of a famished man.

Fhen there is no wor
th equal facillity, and regardless of time or
se, In fine, the physical lite of Mr, Graels
w«ﬂmﬁ. by the twin fanlts of childis
satience of pain and childish eagerness for
iatification. %a only reason he is not more
isual 8 because the body, with him, iz a

¢ hard ridden, and rarely turned out to

His early liking for childish food, and his

tar advooacy of it, i8 consistent with his own

wioal immaturity. Of late years, and indeed

il his life, except two or three years spent
poarding-house kept on the plan of Syl-

y Grabam—the apostle of bram bread

Nr. Greeloy has eaten more or less meat,
th mature years he has probably felt
onead of it, and lenrned to like it, Dut
J#58 he wrote that it was ‘“still his
herals d]ndgmant that in the temperate

‘torrid zones, where a great abun-

ile and variety of vegetable food is easily
ilred, o diet which includes no flesh meat

Nfeferable, If I were to live leisurely, as I

a0ald choose, I would say, Give me the best

toductions of grains, of fruits, with abun-
hoo of milk, cream, eto., and iet me never
y see animal flesh prasentsd for human

1. Not having time nor means to make a
orld for mysell, I try to acoommodate my
Lits to the world that is, aud eat meat,
hieh is often the best food within reach.'
that time, Mr. Greeley was forty-seven
rs of age, and weighed one hundred and

four pounds, Hince then, he has had

yenrs of comparatively light work, less
s, and good living, and must weigh at least
bundred. His personal appearance justi-

3 the opinlon expressed by in 1858, that
th light daily tasks, little responsibility,
i an aotive out-door life, 1 think I might
lain the physical proportions and oleaginous
jundity of &n alderman,’

s mental life of My, Greeley is not unlike
physical. There is the ssme complute
prption in the occupation of the moment,
yame ohildish disregard of circumstances,
game intoleranes of whatever is unplea-
o, His mind does not work calmly and
siderstely, but very passionately aund in-
tly. He fastens on hizs own view of a

aob like & blood-sucker. You cannot tear

i from it till he has sucked all the life
' falls off from satiety. Then he may (
$rthat others have thought truly as well)
AR thoth he had called them “fools,

[ Res’’ and ‘‘villaing,' for seeking to con
" Bis views. Even his benevolence
o somewhat of the same selfishness.

w because it is painfal to rofuse. For

+ time his heart could not restrain its care-
¥ "ifts to whomsoever came, regardless of
, ristiea of the case. He oould not bear

ll:‘ of suffering. Heo gave freely and in-
R [,-,tolmr‘ld()“l- But when expe-
o taught him that this s - of 'ﬂ'

194 numhcl‘ u RArs, was
wul e ving had n ln-:imd
b considerate kindliness for the

Y n;uf: :.'Y by impatience of the feeliugs
gm gl d"m awakened, In a word,
- benevolence, which the man

l]_, onlgrew. One day (before L'he war)

» woman came into Mr. Greeley’s room,

h e 10

| diligentl

ressing him he sleeps |

aud told her tale of distress, He {hrew her
five dollars—a gift lberal onotgh, truly, to
rid the room at once of the applicant, But the
negress was 8o astounded and go grateful that
¢he fell npon her knees, and began to oall
down blessings innumerable on the giver's
head. This pained Mr. Greeley even more
than ler story, and he hastily silenced her,
“Now, don't,"" gaid he, in his whining tone:
"'don’t do that. Get up, and go 'way "

In his theology, also, Mr. Greeloy illus-

« A preat man and a great fool, com- | trates his illogical way of disregarding un-

pleasant faots when they disagree with his
sentimental theories. He denies a hell, on
the ground of God's beneflosnce, But transi-
ent pain {8 no more reconcilable with that
idea than eternsl misery, nor is the misery of
the individual for the sake of the race
logieally consistent with it. If Mr. Gresley
i able to mrgue suflering out of eternity
becangs it is unplensant to him, why not
alao out of this world, for the same reason !

It would appear, indeed, that physleal,
mental, and moral qualities alike unfit My,
Greeley for dealing with practical life. He
wilfully absorbs himself in what pleases him,
and ingists upon shutting ont everything else
from his vision. Lspecially does he shrink
from the idea of violenoce, in connection with
any reform in the individual, or in soclety.
Ardent and persistent as he has been in adyo-
oating many a good cause, the proposition to
use foree never came from hbm. He would
never have made the mistake of Bt. Peter,
and ont off an ear. He has mome of that
musouline, mature, and energetic Chris-
tanity which the anthor of “Eoce Homo"
describes as “‘not the emasoulate sentimental
thing it is sometimes represented to be,”
“War,"" he adds,” for example, and oapi-
tal punishment, are frequently .denounced
48 unchristian, because they involve ciroum-
stances of horror; and when the ardent cham-
pions of some great cause have declared that
they would persevere, although it should be
necessary (o lay waste a continent, and exter-
minate a nation, the resolution is stigmatized
as shocking and unehristian, Bhocking it may
be, but not therefore unchristian, 'The enthu-
glasm of humanity does indeed destroy a great
deal of hatred, but it creates as much more.
Selfish hatred is indeed charmed away, but a
not less flery passion takes its place.’”* And
thie writer goes on to say that even the spirit
which inspired the Crusaders and others,
zealous to do violence for what they balieved to
be the cause of religion, was not unchristian.
‘At any rate, the ostensible object of such
horrors was Christian, and the indignstion
which professedly prompts them is also Chris-
tian, and the assumption they involve that
agonies of pain, and blood ghed in rivers, are
legs evils than the soul spotted and bewildered
with sin, is most Christian,”

It is obvious that a character so childish,
and a mind so pelf-absorbed as Mr. Greeley's,
must have been more or less the sport of oir-
cumstances. The superficial observer may
start at this, and ask whether Mr. Greeley is
not, then, an exemplar of what man can do in
spite of unfavorable surroundings ! Not re-
markably so. Constitutional qualities,good and
bad, have make him what he is; ciroumstances,
pretty much alone, have determined what he
was to think, say, and do, He has drifted
guite passively on the current of events.

Born in Amherst, N. H., in 1811, of parants
who were bankrupt before he was ten years
old, Mr. Greeley had, in all, but forty-five
months instruction in a poor district school,
But his large brain and active temperament
attracted him irresistibly to books. Endowed
with & remarkable memory, and a good gift
of language, he early became a great talker
as well as reader, Wherever he went, for
years, he was the town enoyclopedia of
general, and especially of political informa-
tion. Dut, until he came to New York, in
Angust, 1531, his range of literaturé was
necessarily very limited. Then, for years,
he was subjected to the stress of poverty,
and the anxieties of unsuocessful business
enterprizes. The New Yorker was started in
March, 1834, and Mr. Greeley edited that

Iv, in connection with other literary
and political labors, till it was merged with
the Zribune, jn 1841. It was during this
active aud exciting period of his life that
the transcendental movement arose in New
England. In September, 1530, Messrs, Emer-
gon, Hedge, Francis, and two others met at

| the house of George Ripley, in Boston, and

formed the Transcendental Club, which
afterwards was joined by Brownson, Parker,
Frothingham, Channing, and other young and
ardent thinkers. Such amovement in thought
as this, aided and inspired by the grim utter-
ances of Carlyle in England, and the traunsla-
tions of German philosophy then becoming
eurrent, would ensily attract and absorb a
mind like Greeley’s, The visionary and ideal
is the lnnd in which all delight to dwell. Toa
mind so impatient as Greeley’s, this dream-
land was a heavenly resort, where a new At-
lantis conld be built up at leisure; where
man, in imagination at Fs,-uat, could becoms
fer{ect, life happy, and everything finally
Jivine, After the Tribune began its career,
Dana, Ripley, Margaret Fuller, and other dis-
ciples o} the Transcendental School, and
graduates of the Brook Farm, were attracted
to it. Between 1845 and 1849, all those
named became editorlally connscted with it;
and, in 1842, Albert Brisbane began his series
of articles in advocacy of Fourierism. That
was a period of great activity and earnestpess
of thought among the yo men of this
country. There was a breaking up®of old
systems, and a seeking after new ones, a
period given up to the epirit of iconoelasm,
& 100 hasty and wholesale discarding of the
old, It was weloome work for the young,
the sanguine, and the Inexperienced. Buch
was Mr, Greeloy: and into all the new reve-
lations of that day, spiritualism included,
he entered with the zeal of a wonld-be re-
former, and the confidence that appertains to
ignorance, He was, in fact, the passive as
well as active iua'\rumant, through whom
these new things obtained a hearing. Perhaps
no other man would have had patience with
the towering pretensions of the various isms
which aired themselves in the columns of the
Tribune. Few other men, in control of such a
journal, could bo found o ignorant as to bear
with the effusions of our young and flary
reformers, But thesersubjects, in those days,

we

occupied much of the public attenti
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not offend 4‘: . ‘:l!l ) '» a DYy otaotesin 2
tlavery. ‘‘Are they not better satisfied,’’ he
wrote, “with my letting Abolition alone, than
though I struggled omuinuslr to maks mysalf
known ag their defender? Enlighton me," Mr.
Greeley’s whole course, indeed, then and
singe, indicates that passive yielding, on the
side of his sentiments and feelings, whioh may
be expected from a childish character. He does
not llustrate, in any instance, that intuition

strong consclence, and which is so essential in
a leader of pnb{lo opinion., Both men snd
circumstances have warped his judgment

" g5 ey .

whenever they have appealed to his feelings,
In 1833, he wrote, in behall of & friend, an
artivle In defense of lotteries, which wers then
imperilled in his State, by the excitement
upon the suiolde of a young man who had
lost his all in them. “This,' sald Mr, Grealay,
“only proved that the young wman was a per-
son of weak character, and had nothing to do
with the question whether the State ought to
licenge lotteries,” e seems lately to have
discovered that it is not quite safs to assume,
on this subject, at least, that the mass of men
have strong charaoters.

_Mr. Greeley drifted into politieal life as pas-
gively as into his other ocoupations. In 1538
& weekly political paper, published at Albany,
needed an editor, and he was selected, on
fcoount of the extensive knowledge of politioal
statistica which he had exhibited in the New
Yorker. His course at first was a moderate
one, bnt his feslings soon made him a sealons
politician and & warm partisan, as was shown
in the “Log Cabin' oampaign in 15840-41, and
subseguently in the Tribune, The habituds of
the Trituno ofive, on election mnights, do not
nead to be reminded of the enthusiastic and
peculiar yells with which Gresley was wont
to welcome favorable returns, nor the Tar-
tarean imprecations which were showsred by
hini with equal zest upon news of defeat. His
ardent devotion to Clay is well known; and
how he flung himselfl out of the Philadelphin
Convention in 1848, in unrestrainable rage
when Taylor was nominated, instead of hia
favorite, Hiz homage to *‘Harry Clay'’ was
that which a childish and jfmmature nature
pays involuntarily to one which is eminently
mazenline, mature, and strong.

It 18 not needful to review a political eareer
80 well and widely known as that of Mr. Gree-
loy. Noris it necessary to dwell upon ths
events of the recent war, which developed his
charnoteristio weaknesses in go glaring a light.
A few guotations will show how dangerous a
person Le would have been for a leader, in
emergencies which oalled for masculine oou-
rage and manly endurance, and how weak a
gtaff we should have leaned upon had he
been our main relinnce. The writer of thege
lineg remembers, as all other patriots who
then chanced to reside in the South well
remember, the dismay with which we read
snch words as these, in the Tribune of Novem-
ber 9, 1860:—

“If the cotton States shall become satis-
fled that they can do better ount of the Union
than in it, we insist on lefting them go in
peace.’

And this of November 26, 1500:—

“If the cotton States unitedly and earnestly
wish to withdraw peacefully from the Union,
we think they shonld and would ba allowed
to do so. Any attempt to compel them by
force to remain would be contrary to the
principles enunciated in the immortal Declara-
tion of Independence, contrary to the funda-
mental principles on which human liberty is
based.”’

And this of December 17, 1860:—

HIf it (the Declaration) justified the seces-
sion from the British empire of three millions
of colonists in 1776, we do not ses why it
ghonld not justify the secession of five mil-
lions of Southrons from the Union in 1851,

And this Febroary 23, 1861:—

‘“‘Whenever it ghall be clear that the great
body of the Southern people have bsoome con-
clusively alienated from the Union, and anxious
1o escape from it, we will do our best to for-
ward their views.”

After the great uprising had demonstrated
how deeply and utterly the common sense and
mnnlmm{' of the American peopls repudiated
this cowardly twaddle, Mr. Greeley illustrated
his ingincere special pleading, by insisting
than he meant to include the blacks as well as
the whites when he referred to the ‘“‘great
body of the Southern people,' as though he ever
supposed they would or could have have any
voice in determining the queation of seceasion,
This is a characteristic habit of his; to thrust
his head into the sand like the ostrich, blind
to the nakedness whioh is palpable to every-
body else,

During the war the same timidity diaplayed |

itself, Mr. Greeley had no more confidence in
the conrage and persistence of the loyal peo-
ple than he had in his own. His nervous un-
easiness and dread of failure, and constitu-
tional horror at the sight of blood, developed
themselves in such paragraphs as this, of Janu-
ary 22, 1863;—

“If three wonths more of earnest fighting
ghall not serve to make a serfous impresaion
on the Rebels, * * let us bow to our des-
tiny and make the beet attainable peace.”

And again, June 17, 1805;+—

“If the Rebels are indeed our masters, let
them show it, and let us own it."”

Even the victories of Vicksburg and (Gettys-
burg did not encourage Mr, Greclay. In July,
1564, he informed Mr, Lincoln that ‘‘our
bleeding, bankrupt, almost dying country
longs for peace, shudders at the prospect of
fresh conseriptions, of further wholasale de-
vastation, of new rivers of hinman blood;"" and
he begged the President to traat with the
Rebels, pven at the risk of recognizing them.

These facts, together with recent eccentrici-
ties of conduct, show that Mr. Greeley's mind,
even in Its maturity, i3 top much the play-
thing of his feelings, and that those feuﬂugd
are very unsafe and unreliable guides,

Perhaps no juster criterion oan be found by
which to judge Horace Greeley than the ex-
ample of Benjamin Fraoklin. Their cironm-
stances and manner of life were remarkab)
similar, Both were led providentially to pus{
tions of great prominence and influence, It
is the constitutional gualities of the two men
which have given them so different a character
and reputation. With no more advantages
than Greeley, Franklin became ensily the
suave habitud of the royal saloon. He was re-
lied npen as the safe counsellor of statesmen.
In the midst of revolution he never lost his
calmness nor his courage. He was universally
recognized as pre-eminently possessed of com-
mon gense. Withal, his mind was capacious
and philosophical, He mnever lost sight of
facts. His theorles weare not visionary, His
plans were always practical. In what respect
does Mr, Greeley furnish a parallel to his ad-
mitted wisdom! Rather in what great quality
does he not present a strong contrast! Frank-
lin was one of the fathers of the Republio;
(resley, one of its most timorous childran,

Another parallel may be drawn; for Mr,
3
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oonoilinte the Rebels, but only on
the basis of lberty and justioce for all. Greelay
would conciliate t{mn with §400,000,000, prof-
fared with the palsied hand of fear. han
the assassin’s act had sent Linooln to his im-
mortality, all his ecoentriocities bnl served,
upon that sanguiue background, to bring out
in stronger lig{n the saintly gooduess of the
man,

of truth and right which marks the man of

In the sarly part of the war, Mr. Grecley de-
soribed Lis own experignoe 85 a concilistor us
followg:—

“I trisd more than twenty-five years ago to
persuade the slaveboldera that thelr system

was unjust and pernicions, and their reply

thirty-feet water, which I was barel
with help to prevent, Long after that
to persuade another slaveholder
a life-long mnegro-trader, and pow him-
self o ebel General) that he had
made an tunfair proposition in Congress, and
he replied by attempting to persuade a hole
into 111119 top of my skull, and my braing out
through that hole. That is all my personal
experiencs on the subjeet; but [ have very
oftén been assured (no doubt truly) that if |
ghould ever go Bouth, and attempt thers to
persuade people that slavery was wrong, I
should very soon have the breath of life per-
snaded out of my body."”

Now suppose, after all this and =till Inter
experience of the temper and spirit whioh
slavery and Rebellion have fostored, Mr.Grocloy
ghould also fall by the hand of an assassin,
would his fate arouse the commiseration which
wis exlended to Booth's illustrions viotim,
would he receive the same apotheosis!
Would not the verdiot be:—He obatinately
shut his eyes to facts; he tamely substituted
tolerance of orime for justice. His experience
taught him nothing. He was a burned child
that would still play with the fire. He brought
upon himsell merited punishment for his tem-
porizing and wvacillation.

Mr. Greeley’s excellonce ag an editor is in-
digputable. His ready memory and varied
kuowledge fit him admirably for that vooation,
Iu a gm('i, cause his loglo Is very effactive; in a
bad cauge his special pleading is ingenious,
Let hiz antagonist beware how he uses wea-

wons that may be tamed upon himself,
Vien James Watson Webb undertook to
ridicule Gresley's shabby attire, he was
gilenced by the retort that the dress which he
found so ridiculons was not nearly so
singular as that he would himself have worn
but for the clemency of Governor Sewnrd.
When Mordecai M. Noah depreciated the negro
a8 belonging to an inferior race, which had no
rights that white men were bound to respect,
Mr. Greeley’s stinging and conclusive answer
was, that & man belonging to a nationality
whioh for centuries had been outlawed in every
Christian nation, shonld be the last one to ex-
cite prejudices on accouut of race or color.

Nor is it fiiting to deny the greatness of
Horace Greeley's heart., There i8 too much
enthusigsm there for what he baliaves to be
right, too ready a willingness to battle, against
any odds, for whatever he deems a humani.
tarian object, to permit any lover of mankind
to withhold his respect and affection for the
man. Were his head as cool as his heart is
warm, his judgment as sound as his aims are
noble, he would not have made the mistakes
which prove him to be an unfit leader in the
path of progress he so devotedly loves.

[The above exoeedingly clever, but some-
what prejudiced article, bears internal evi-
dence of being the composition of the Hon.
James 'W. Wall, of Burlington, N. J., zome-
time United Btates Senator from that State,
The following estimate of Mr. Greelay’s life
and character, written by the Hon. James M.
Scovel, of Camden, N. J., is presented to the
pulblic as an offset to the partial strictures of
the ex-Senator. It is written from an antirely
different standpoint, and, we think, with more
justice and a truer appreciation of the great
“philosopher of the Dribunc.'’—Epn. True-
(iRATH, |

HORACE GREELEY :
WHAT IR 18, AND WilAT THE COUNTRY OWES HIM.

The Northern Monthly and N..J, Maguazine
devotes nine pages of its August number to an
article (whose author, contrary to the rule
which obtains with this magazine, writes
under the rose) which, in no kindly spirit,

abla
tried
(som  of

piotures the peculiarities of the really genfal,
gentle, and many-sided philosopher of the
d'ribune.

The sting of the skelch, like the poison of
some serpents, is the tail of it, his new
Nominis Stat Umbra says:—**Were his head as
cool as his heart is warm, his judgment as
sound as his aims are noble, he would not
have made the mistakes which prove him to
be an uufit leader in the path of progress he
go devotedly loves.”

Now it iz safe to say, and it ean be said with
perfect truthfulness, that a critic who begins
his artiole with an encomium on William H.
Seward, as the writer in the New Jersey Maga-
sine does, ia apt to end it with a sneer at the
mugcular morality, the veracity and courage—
the pluck—which have already made Horace
Greeley’s nayne more widely known than that
of any other public man sinos the death of
Abraham Lincoln.

It is not fashionable now to stone the pro-

yhets, Young America only snabs them.
Vith unbecoming audacity the Northern
Moanthly eritie intimates that becaunsa Mr,
Greeley had made mistakes he i3 not fit to be
a leader, Now God made Horace Greeley a
leader of the peopls, and whom God has
joined together let no man put asunder.

Mr. Greeloy is essentially & man of convio-
tiens, and ninety-nine times in & hundred his
convictions are right; and woe to the luckless
wight or the much-ventnring knight who
takes up a lance to defend meanness, or enters
the lists to uphold injustice! He, the con-
gervative apologlst of bhuman selfishuess or
rapacity, is apt to go down,

“Rider and horse
In one red burlal blent,"

Even Wendell Phillips, who cannot be accused
of any present tenderuess for Horace Greeley,
never hesitated to say that, duriog the war,
the Tyibune was the white plume of Navarre,
always in the forefront of the fight for the
right. ‘
If the reader of this can see any sensge in
the question of Nominis Stat Umbra—"*1{ Gree-
lay shounld algo fall by the haod of an assassin,
would his fate arouse the commissration
which was extended to Booth's illustrions
victim: and would he receive the same apotheo-
gif '—the writer of this cannot. The parallel
is not a fair one. Abrabam Lincoln—and no
man will more reverestly bow than we do
bafore his gentle, noble, and beantiful nature
—was & better politician than Horace Greele

. *l;-l-i.

but Greeley is to-day 48 true to thegreat, ﬂimpg.
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of the many sides to his wonderfo
After the w{ﬂ.ar of this was elected a delegate
to the Baltimore Cunvuutimh he saw Mr. Lin-
coln fu the White House. He was in one of
his brightest moods, and in his inimitable way
(and bis most astonishing trait was his clair-
voyant fnsight, his keeu comprehension of the
charaoter orour prominent men) Mr. Lincoln
sketohod the pesition of every prominent
United Btates Senator on the quoestion of the
repomination of the President.

And to the no small surprise of the writer;
Mr. Lincoln produced s Dbalf sheet of paper,

npon whioh he had made an exact ealoulation
that he was then only short of & nomination

| twenty votes, As the result proved, his cal-
was an attempt to persnade me off & dook into |

oulation was acourate, for the subsequent eleo-
tion of delegates only confirmed hiz stataments,
And he did not hesitate to say, if beaten by
anybody, he thought Grant onght to do it, To
bo beaten by MoClellan he never considered in
the rapge of possibilities. Our self-sufficlent
critio thinks Horace Greslsy, according to
Seward, “a great man, so full of genius aud
powar that it he had common sense he wonld be
dangerous."  Well, we had thought when the
Bewnrd-Johinson reactionary convention was
planned, at which one Doolittle was floor-
manager, that the philosopher of the Trilune
was a little dangerous | 8till, we may be mis-
taken. Bub if our recollection is acourate, the
first man to expose the dangerous character of
that coalition which trifled with, while it pan-
dered to the South, only to bind the North to
the chariot-wheels of n policy which was ani-
mated only by selfishuess, and bad no afm but
power, the first man who really led the poople
against the imperial power of Fresidential
patronage was Hovace Greeley. And yet—and
yet—our shadow of a shade, whose inspiration
comes not from the friends but from the ene-
miea of the country, thinks Horace Greeley, if
he had commen senze, “wonld be dangerons!"
Oh, gensible, magnanimous, and gell-apprecia-
tive oriticism ! Oh, “‘the pity of it, [ago,”
that the world shonld grope in darkness so
long, ignorant of thy iﬁemi{y. hiding still
under the shadow of thy own impersonality 1

While United States Senators wers busy
with their little fears about collectors aud
nesessors, Horace Greeloy was the first and
bravest man to expose the base and wicked
meanness which sought to®ind in new, and
stronger, and more lasting bonds, 4,000,000 of
the Lelpless, and yield them blind, bleeding,
and hopeless, after 200 vears of bondage, to
their masters, whose tenderest mercy breathed
cruelty, oppression, and erime.

“Common sense "' If we are not mistaken
Horace Gireeley has that rare common sense
which sees, in the poet's language, that the
“individual withers, but the State i3 more and
more;" that any one man's aspirations and
pertonal aims are nothing—less than the dust
in the balnpnes—as compared with the good of
the millions—the striving to make them hap-
}uiar for our having lived in the world. There
8 wisdom, as well as wit, in Garrick’s pro-
logue, which says that serious reflection on
the evils in the world insensibly leads a man
towards religion or politics, else he runs mad!

Mr. Greeley is remarkable for his intel-
lectual ocomscientionsness. Many men are
morally honest; few men have intellectual in-
tegrity. Mr. Seward said New York had no
leader after the Constitntional amendment
became part of the Congressional plau of re-
construotion. New York found a leader, and
when, by almost unanimons consent, the Sena-
torship was aceorded to him, with the popular
and tacit understanding that Horace Greeley
would give up half his platform, “aniversal
amnesty,’”” he not only refused the moral
bribe, but grimly refused even to be silent on
that question. Bhow me another example!
He lost the Benatorial purple, but he gtﬁmd
in the hearts of the people; for if a man
plants himself indomitably on the right, the
great world will sooner or later swing around
to him. Horace Greeley has made Presidents
and unmade them,

His Zribune has made half our public men
“great,’” but he, unselfish, never “‘giving up to
party what was meant for mankind,”" has gone
steadily onward, scarcely ever being in office,
if we may except his half a term in Congress,
and his election as delegate al large to the
Constitutional Convention of New York.

No man has ever said more bitter things, or
true, against Andrew Johnson than the philo-
gopher of the Tribune,and yet Andrew Jolhinson
gends his name to the Sepate as Minister to
Austria, knowing well that he cannot swerve
him & hair's breadth from the line of principle.
Mr, Greeley is not withont pﬂrsona? vanity,
and npot without ambitlon, Whois? What
a manly ring has his letter dissolving the old
partnership of Seward, Weed, and Greeley!
Helf-respect could no longer permit him tp be
the servant of such a man as Thurlow Weed,

He sanid 80, and it was a noble thing to say
it when he did acd as he did. The writer to
whom we have so often reforred, not because
of the merit of the articls, but because of Mr.
Gireeley's nnselfish devotion to principle, de-
manded that some ome, of his own free will
aud accord, should muke some answer, how-
ever imperfect and fragmentary, to the animus
of the magazine sketch. The writer thinks
Mr. Grecley “‘a great man and a great fool, or,
to adopt a mild euphemizm, a great ohild,”
(New Jersey Magazine. )

Napoleon’s defipition of a great man was
that man who did great things. And the de-
feat alone of the Seward-Johnson plan of
restoration, backed, as it wus pretended to be,
by the great name of Abraham Lincoln, stamps
Mr. Greeley’s name with greatness forever,
and his fame will grow brighter aud brighter
as he nears the perfect doy. It is the heart
that makes the soldier; and all philosophy
teaches us that the intellect, when true to the
line, acts through the sensibilities.

We can count on the fingers of either hand
the public men in America whom power never
warped. Horace Greeley, to his eternal honor
be it said, is one of the five righteons, and,
like Abon Ben Adhem, his ‘‘name leads all the
rest.”’ If we made exceptions, they would be
in favor of Stevens and Sumner, Garrison and
Phillips.

Torace Greeloy never abandons a principle
—he never went back on a friend. That he is
not undertood he well knows, and has said so
when addressing his friends as “narrow-
minded blockheads,” who meant to serve the
country but did not know how. And the aot
for which he Lias Leen most geverely censured
wis done from the loftiest and purest motives,
and after consuitation with the great men in
whom we all trust, but who have not yet been
generous epongh to share the blame which the
populace ure ready always, upon the slightest
provocation, to shower upon their prophats,
crying one day ‘‘Hosanna {* and the next day
preparing the erncifiion,

Nomints Stat Umbra is mistakén when he
fays Horace Greeley's character is aconjnne-
tion of *ohildish (not childlike) gqualities with
great mental capacity.”” It is trae he has

wonderful sim?l vity of character.

-;:II ot :-. :

He does not like to obey, nor does he desire
Ll L hasie p himself in being
d

But simplicity s
Moment stop,

power which I8 not
fhe timid sentlmen-
Right wall he
gy for its meanness
To ses which dog mn{l be In Lhe fault,
But will shouat for the dog on top,"
Notso H. G. He Is a8 true as steel—mno
timid foe, no nmrﬁiulouu friend. His sensibili.
tes, his sympsathies, alive and healthy, keep
him in accord with the needs of plaintive hu-
manity; for he is great in sympathy, “which
is the condition of insight, the root of tolerance,
and the seal of cuiture.” But we must put
& period to this neceasarily tmperfect tribute
of aincere frisndship to & noble natare.
Walter Scott. in dhi{lﬂ. sald to Loukhm' ™
good, my dear." was the sum of earthly
wisdom., Horave Grosleyis a goed man; »
great man; an honest man.
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