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The Use of Mr. Johuson's Folly,
From the N, Y. .odion,

It is not worth while to make a minute com-
parison between the struggle now going on at
Washington and that of King Charles I and
his Parliament, It would not be worth while,
even if the two cases resembled each other in
detail more olosely than they do; for these
olaborate historioal parallels only serve to dis-
fraot the attention from the great points at
fssve, and amuse wmore than they instruot,
Inthe real nature of the struggle, however,
there is & remarkakle resemblance, and one
from which we may, if we choose, derive les.
gons of the greatest value. Fortunately for

us—still more fortunately for our Chief Magia-
trate—they difler widely in some respects.
Charles I would hardly have loat his head or
James I1 his crown if there had been a fixed
point of time when his term of power would
expire by its own limitation.
¢ is a most fortunate f.hinﬁ for the country
that this strug%la for power between the Exe.
outive and the legislature hag been connsoted
with and complicated by a violent dissension
upon the political issunes immediately before
na.  Bo superficially do most people think
upon the fundamental principles of politics, so
are the atlractions of & strong govern-
ment such as the war gave us, and so ready
are we in general to let things take oare of
thamselves, that probably nothing less intense
than apolitical quarrel conld have brought our
oommunity either to gee in what direotion we
were drifting, or to desire to withstand the
ourrent. As it was, the dispnte upon the im-
mediate practioal issues went on for months,
all the time growing hotter and flercer, before
it bagan to generally seen that something
more vital even than reconstruction was at
stake, and that the President had been exer-

olg a dangerons degrea of power, which
onl own faith and bad temper had at
overthrown.

The question over which we have been con-
tending all these monthe is one worth the
, 8K , and bad blood which it has
oooasioned. For it lies at the very founda-
tien of any political system to determine what
is the ruling power in the last resort. When
our Constitution was established, Montes-
uien’s theory of the co-ordination of the
departments of government was ac-
cepted as a fundamental prineiple, and incor-
porated in the mew organic law, It was a
t step in that day thus to vindicate the
ndence of the judiciary and the legisla-
ture, and by this free the fountains of law and
justice from the absolute control of the mo-
narch. But no theory ocould prevent the
thres departments from tTn
against one another, or decide that in that
oase the weakest should mot go the wall, If
the SBupreme Court should give a decision ad-
verse to the moral senmse of the nation, not
even the memory of Jay and Marshall conld
lielp it from being overridden by the
wﬂ.l. And if the President should choose to
measure his strength with Congress, it
would very soon a‘)paar that, of the three de-
partments, the legislature possesses the
er, and that, meslug the power, it will
master first or last.

The real value of the doctrine of the equality
of the departments is two-fold. The I.{mh is
historical, that it freed, a8 we have said above,
the legisiature and the judiciary from the
control of the executive, in which, in past
lﬁ; they have always been, In the next
plaos, it lays down a rule in accordance with
which the powers of government may be best
organized. If the funotions of the three de-
gﬂmsnls are skilfully and clearly defined,

are will be no temptation in ordinary times
to overstep the prescribed bounds, and oune
conld h
which condemns a man to jail or that which
I:l'dons him out is not the strongest power

the State. To a superficial visw the Legis-
lature appears the weakest of the three; its
power is Iatent, but it is there, ready to be
oalled into actual exercise: and he is either a
very brave or a very foolish man who ven-
tares, in the light of historical experience,
to provoke it.
@ ignominions overthrow of the President
by Congress is not, therefore, a political revo-
lution, but the effect of & rapid development

of the natural tendencies of the Constitution. |

It is precizely the change which is golug on in
England, only that hera a weak, shallow, and
obstinate President has cansed it to be much
more violent and rapid than it has been there,
Let another George Ill or IV come upon the
throne, and we shall be very likely to see the
power of Parliament exalted evem more tri-
umphantly than that of Congress has been,
Even if it were a revolutien, however, we
ghould not for that reason deprecate it. A
constitution which does not accommodate itself
to the changing needs of those who live under
it, had better perish; amnd if the opinions aud

necessitios of the public have undergone a re- |

volution, the Constitution should do the same.
If itis a revolution, we are peculiarly for-

tanate—all the more so on the hesls of a tre- |

mﬂs’nduua war—to have it accomplished peace
ably.

But the truth is that this viclory of Con-
gress does not work a revolation, but prevent
one. All through the war the Demooratic
newspapers wers telling us that we were suf-
fori President to establish a centralized
absolutism. They were right: and that wonld
have been a real revolution, not merely de-
stroying the balance of power in the depart-
ments of government, but placing them again
upon the basiz that existed I.:eﬁmre their in-
dspendence was acknowledged in theory.
That danger is past, and now the same news-
Papers are making the same outéry at the
usurpations of Congress. Are they right now,
48 they were then ¢ If the peril i3 a real one,
the factiousness of their criticism should not
blind us to its truth.

In the first plice, the power wllLEh Congreas
is now, a8 we admit, exercising inan extraor-
dinary degree, is, as we have shown, & real

and essontial power of a legislature in a free
State, The possession of power is certainly
no exouse for using it badly; nor doss power

imply right; that Congress oan
eExecutivedoss not prove that itoan
do go legally. But legislation Is the undoubted
right of Congress; and we claim that presorib.
conditions of reconstruo-
tion is & purely legislative act, and tharefore

noosssaril
override

ing the terms and

properly to Congress. If, in doing | Comstitution provides that each State shall be

or in the struggle which has grown ont | répresented in the Lower Honge, that no State

of pushed its lagitimate shall, without its consent, be deprived of its
to an nOreasona axtent, or egual # @ e Bonate; and that
:tnmmm wer beyond the limits of right, | inasmuch as withholds from the ex-
the mﬂlm:y rets chiefly with him who | insurrectionary States representation in the
began to play ai usurpation, House and the Senate, the Constitution suffers
. u Mlh:&MMmm- as it did during the Rebellion, when the
tive, logislative userpation is not, Iike exeou- | encmy was deprived of bis life, liberty, and
tive, susceptible of ons F , Without doe process of civil law—
exercise. A legislative body may, al sessons ust as much, and po more. The incidents of
.rpmmmmda uence WArdo not cease as soon as the sword s

of strong passion, aoct for a short time with
energy and dewpatoh ; but it oan only be for s
ghort time, natural disposition of & Ia
body {8 to slowness and and th
will surely prevent a continnanes of suoch
enorogchiments for any time. When the
times demand, a legislature will show that it
possesses the chief power in the State; but |
when the exigence has od, it will very
readily let the reins slip out of ita hand agaio.
And our American Exeoutive is endowed with |
suoh extraordinary authority and such enor-
mous patronage, that we need never fear but
that it will succesd in the long run in main-
tuining all the powers whioh properly belong
to it. Our strongest proteotion against exeon-
tive usurpation Is to recognize distinotly that
Congress is the strongest power in the State,
and therefore, in the last resort, the first
powar,

We have opposed with suoh arguments and
with as much earnestness as we had at com-
mand tha attempts made during the past vear
to impench the President. Wa did so from the
baellef, which we still retain, that up to this
snmmer he had done nothing to justify a
resort to so dangerons a precedent. Bat wa
have no hesitation in saying that, should he
attempt, as he spems now likely to do, to pro-
long the confliot between himself and Congress:
should he peraist in olaiming for himsell the
right either to legislate or to judge what laws
are constitutional or expedient, and by that
Judgment regulate his offivial conduot; ghould
he, m short, either by the kind of men he
selects for Cabinet ministers or for military
commands, or by the instructions he gives
them, show unmistakably that he aimed at

their strength |

nullifying a law of Congress, or execuling
it in & mauner different froin that in which the
legizluture intended it to be exeouted, it will
be the bounden duty of the legislature to re-
move him, even if he has not proved himself
guilty of any technical violations of duty. He
might stay within the letter of the law and yet
pardon Jefferson Davis and Breokinridge and

ut them both in his cabinet, and put Robert
%. Lee in the War Department, but the conatry
would not tolerate it, come what might, [f he |
now obstinately perseveres in refusing to ac-
knowledge his subordination to Congress,
every consideration of safety and duty calls for
his removal. The spirit he is displaying is the
legitimate result of the extraordinary exten-
sion given to the power of the execontive durin;i
the war. Jt must be crushed at onoe, ane '
crushed so sternly and effeotually that no fu-
ture President will ever allow it to take pos-
session of him,

—

The lnsue batween the President and the
FPoople.

From the N. Y. Tribune.

The worst deeds—acts of the most fatal con-
sequence—are oftun committed in the holiest
name. James Buochansn acted on the prin-
ciple that if one portion of the Union secedes, |
the other portion has no right of coercion; and
he appealed in proof to the object of the
people's vensration—the Federal Constitution.
Had the people followed his lead, the South
would have had her own way. She wonld
have enforced her claim to take her property, |
including her slave property, into any part of

opular |

ly decide offi-hand that the power |

the United States, and to unse it there, The
American Union would have becoms a slave

empire. The great experiment of seli-govern- |
ment in North Amerioa would have proved a
failure. But the people, whose common sense
is too strong for line-drawn sophistry, said:—
““We have a right to preserve our [/nion, peace-
ably if we can, forcibly if we must.’” They went
| to war, in spite of Buchanan's constitutional
argament. Senator Andrew Johnson sus-
tained apd justified the war, He was very
| wron¥ then, or else he i3 very wrong now. If

war 18 justifiable, as mnot in violation of the
Constitntion, 8o also are its necessary inoi-
dents. But the present state of things in the
South and the provisions enacted by Congress
| for ite regulation are, in the strictest sense, in-
cidents to the late gjvil war, Mr. Johnson de-
| vlared it to be his duoty, under his oath of
office, to veto these provisions; and ever since
Lis veto was overruled he has done what one
man may to defeat their operation. The rea-
son he gives is that they violate the Constitn-
tlon. hat reason would be sound if the
people of the Southern Silates had never levied
war against the Government, and never, by
that act, become public enemies,

But war gives new rights. War imposes
new duties, War annuls all previous treaties,
oonventions, agreements, how sgolemn soever,
The rights which these secured during peace
are lost when war I8 waged 1o those who lavy
it. The ordinary rights of war alone remain;
and these, during a civil war like ours, do not
| inciude protection under a Constitution which

it was the object of those who commenced that |

war to destroy. By onr Constitution the
| home and effects of the citizen are inviolate,
except after warrant issued, upon probable |
cause and under oath, specially describing the |
wremises,  Does this apply to the houss of a
}i"lu-.] in an insurrectionary State ! The Con-
stitution declares that the citizen shall not be
deprived of lite, liberty, or property, withont
due process of law. DBut what process of law
did we serve on the Confederates at An.
tietam or Gettysburg before we opened
| battery on their ranks? What process of law
| preceded the confinemsnt of our prizoners of
war, or our appropriation of the ensmy’s am-
munpition or commissary stores ! The Consti-
tution is admirable in its plage, but it does not
| embrace all subjects. 1t ha: no article treat-

ing of the rights of war. Its framers well kuew
that the nation migh: engage in war, foreign |
or civil; but they kuew, also, that for such a
contingency there wers rules provided ontside
of the Congtitution. They knew that ws were
not only a nation whose organic law was em-
bodied in a written Constitution, but also ous
of the society of civilized nations, the laws
governing which apring from the common
consent and usage ol that society. They knew
that we were bound by these laws, but they
did not think it necessary or proper to insgert
them in the Constitution.

Mr. Johnson wslleges, in justification of the
axertions s has made, and is making, to de-
feat the will of Congress, that the constita-
tional rights of Bouthern citizens, suspended
only during war, revive a2 s0on as the enemy
lays down his arms. That is bad law., A
treaty, or any other compact, made during
peace and cancelled by war, does not revive
with the cessation of hostilities. The matter
is then as open to negotiation as if no treaty
or compact had been made, A treaty in the
same words, or with different conditions, way
be entered into; but this depends on the con-
ourrence of the parties who may contraot, It
avalls, therefore, nothing to tell us that the

. after its olose.

sheathad. A just war is not for the
purposs of destruotion, but of ssourity. The
war over, important daotles, press upen the
vistor. Rvery publioist of réputs has set forth
(what common sense = ts) that & wie-
torious nation ought to pot itsalf, not only
agninst immediate, but against prospsotive
danger. Vattel says—

“When a congueror has subdued a hostile
nation, he may, It prudences so _require, rander
her Incapable of doing miseblef wilh the same
enso In fatore, * = = If the snfaiy of the
State lles at stalee, our precantion and foresight
ounnol be extended o far. Must we delay to
avert onr ruln Ll it bas become inavilable? *

* An Injury gives aright to pravide for onr
future safety by depriviog the uo)ost bggressor
of the means of lnjurlug as"

It these words stood in the Constitution,
would Mr. Johnson assert that Congress had
overstepped its duty? that it had no right to

rovide for the fature safety of the nation “*hy
depriving the unjust aggressor of the means
of injuring us "' Dot is the right less clear
or the duty less imparative boosuse thess are
set forth in the Law of Nations and not in our
organie law ? Does patriotism, sccording to
Mr, Johuson, consist in ignoring International

law? “‘The Constitution, the whole Constitu-
tion,"’ that i well; but “nothiog but tha Con-
stitution,’’ is that the Presidential dootrine?
It is related, as our readers may ramember, of
a certain Moslem Vandal, congueror of Alex-
andria, that when the fate of its celebrated
library was referred to him, he consigned it to
the flames, declaring:—"1f thess UGreek
writings agree with the i‘\'omn they are useless,
and need not be preserved; if they disagres,
they are pernicious, and ought to be de-
stroyed.'' Are the pages of Grotius and Vattel
good for mothing Tbetter than 1o be
used as fuel to heat the baths of the White
House? Is President Johuson, in the nine-
teenth century, but as far advanced in liber-
ality of sentiment as Caliph Omar was in the
seventh? At all events, we consider his posi-
tion to-day less tenable than that of Bochanan
in 1860, Buchanan appealed to the Constitu-
tion agaipst what Le foresaw would be a ter-
rible war, marked with incalculable bloodshed,
to be followed by sectional heart-burnings
The war is fought through;
there are half a million of dead; three thou.
sand millions are expended. Johnson, approv
ing the sacrifloes which the nation has made,
seta himself to render her past saorifices fatile
and unavailing, to defeat the efforts of ker
prodence and toresight, to cirenmvent her an.
deavors to provide for her fature safety. He
thinks we have a right to destroy, but not to
guve ; a right to ight the battle, but no right
to gecure the best fraits of victory,

It may b, however—Ilet us put upon the

President’s warlare against Congress Lthe most
charitably interpretation we can—it may be
that he approves thy object of the Reconstrao-
tion acts, desires Lo ses the Bouth deprived of
power to injure us in the futore, but that he
disapproves the manner in which this is done.
Under this, the most favorable supposition,
how stands the case! The people, throngh
their Representatives, have decided that, to
secure the public safety, reconstraction shall
be effected in one way; the President is de-
termined it shall be bronght about in another.
Who has a right to decide, Andrew Johnson
or the people! they who fought the battls
and bave to pay the score, or a man never
voted for as President, whom the peopls

The issue, be it remembered, is not whether
the plan of reconstruction as devised by the
people threugh their representatives, and
ﬁuwd by overwhelming majorities, is the

wt and wisest that could have been ocon-
trived. The real issue is much simpler than
this. It turns on the guestion, Who had a
right to devise and to passit? Who had a
right to judge how carefully guarded it should
be ¥ how stringent should be its several enact-
ments ¥ There is but one answer pessible to
these questions; and, for that reason, there
can be but one solution of the present difficul-
ties. We do not want a king hera, nor any
one arrogating more than kingly authority.
We intend that our laws, when passed by the
legislative authority, shall be executed by our
Chiet Magistrate, not feebly, carelessly, pro-
testingly, but faithfully and earnestly, accord-
ing to their spirit and intent, If one man
will not do this, another can be found who
will. ]'.'w-rl)'llaiug is possible, excapt that the
populer will should be defied and defeated.
Thut has never happened in all our past his-
tory; it will not happen now,

Whatever we do will be done, we hopa and
believe, quietly, deliberately—with no undue
excitement; but also with no weak hesitation,
The framers of the Constitution would not
have provided remedies for extreme oases if
they had not intended that, if such cases oo-
curred, the remedies should be applied, We
shall look forward to the developments of the
pext three months with much interest, with
some hope that extremities will yet be avoided:
but whether this be s0 or not, with no appre-

| neither love nor trust !

| hension,

The Impending Crisls In Europe,
Firom the N. Y. Times.

The mystical ntterance of Napoleon at Arrag,
where his family name is held in more venera-
tion than in any other part of Fravnce, is none
the less an omen of new political distarbance
for Europe, that it geems to have heen imme-
distely provoked by the sharp and davgerous
thrusts of the domestic opponents of Cesariam.
Read in the light of the regent attacks upon
the Emperor's foreign policy in the Legislative
body aud in the Liberal press, the Arras speech
is comprebensible enongh. It {8 doubtless
jntended as a defense of the conference at Sals-
burg, and as an iotimation to King Willinm
and Lig Minister that the process of consoli-
dating the German States under the sove-
reigoty of Prussia has reached the limits where
other independent Stutes can look on indiffe-
rent. But primarily, the Emperor's words,
clothed as they were in the obsoure phrase-
"l."ii."' which seems to be an essential part of
his craft, conveyed a challenge to the French
';'I’P'-Hltit,ll. and proclatmed a defiance of their
intlavnce and power,

A few days befors the speech was delivered,
the Parie Temps—speaking for the French
Upposition—had met the attacks of the lead
ing Prussian journal on the warlike tewper of
the opponents (’.‘ the lmpeorinl dynasty, by a
kwnl and scathing analysis of the dowmestic
fwrlitms_l of l.h«’ Empire. How van it be posai-

Jll‘:.’ said the fr.mp.\ (in effect), that the Kmpe-
ror's Government should oppose the complete
unification of iisnmrr ! ‘#u he not the firat
I‘ﬂ"hproclllm the principle of nationalities?

0 but he should stan sponsor to-day for
territorial readjustments regulated by that
principlet  The disposition of the Emperor to
:}"iva the quarrel over the Prussian soquisi-
o the Zemps thinks may be sdmitted. But
dio vrussian press should not confound that

Aposition with the temper of the French
nation, nor ghould the organ of Prussia ven-
ture to doubt the 8 continuad faith in

pringiple of unifl 2
mnnlwuzfm. umnwpu-dw com.

The internal condition
m&“m“ _‘;:Frm Tamps

hwwwx*nﬁhwmwﬁﬁ

ve | ood L u'w -y

- b -

it says, "'t whioh matters have arrived, after
the awakening of public opinion—after the
Mexjoan disaster, J:': the st of last
sesslon; aftér the hopes to which the lettar of
the 19th of mem’lk,nﬂﬁh\ at
present scarcely remain hopes —after all
thore in no ex ration {n saying that our
Goverpment finds iteell between the horns of
this dilemma—aither to satisfy the legitimate
demands of liberal opinion or to imposs silenve
upon it by the lond brutal roar of the oan-
non.' Chafing undar this thrust, which is
but a condensed expression of the Opposition
apeechea in the Legislature during the last
weeks of the session, the Emperor replies at
Arras, as reported by the ocable. Waak Gov.
ernments, he thinks, may oconjure “R the
phantom of a foreign war in order fo divert
attention from home troubles. Bat a Gov-
ernment like his own, based on the will of
the peopls, will do pothing of the sort. It
will only keap itself prepared to fight when
the national honor s compromised.

The scope and gist of the ultarancs, as
foreshadowing an open quarrel with the leading
German power, wonld be better interpreted if
the Emperor's views of what constitules na-
tional honor wers less lisble to misinterpreta-
tion. In the Mexican enterprisa the national
honor, as estimated by the French peopla
themselves—inside and outside of the Luegisla-
tive body—waa indifferently consulted. In
the premsture atltempt to patch up a peace
between the rival German powers, imme-
dintely before the decisive battle of Badowa,
the honor of France was surely more or leds
compromigsed; and the authority of Frands as
an arbiter in the reconstruction of Ceutral
Eorope was surely called in question with an
abruptness which a pnwar{u\ and sensitive
nation could not but deeply feel, Tha
demand for territorial compensation on the
Rbine, made hastily, and withdrawn almost
as soon as made, may not have involved
the howor of Trance, but the firm re-
fusal of Prussia gave King William's
Minister a prestige in the eyes of Enrope and
the world, probably greater than that whioch
he had won in overturning the leadership of
Federal Germany. When M. Bismark pre-
sented his master with half a dozen prinoi-
palities and brought four million new subjeots
under the dominion of Prussia, he carried
itito effect a political purpose for which nearly
all the communities concerned had been for
years preparing themselves. It was a great
task, doubtless, and its accomplishment natu-
rally placed the Minister of Prussia in the
front rank of European statesmen. Bat it
was, after all, but an expansion of the idea
which led to the Holstein raid on Desnmark,
The principalities were prepared for the
ohange. Politieal opinion had ripened; and
the progess of unification began almost in the
high latitude of Duppel, er the extreme
northwestern boundary of German ooloniza-
tion. But great as was the oredit gained for
the Prossian Minister, when he took advantage
at the proper time of the common sentiment
of natiopality in the Bu\:urnta provinces, he
did vastly more to establish the power and
authority of Prussin in Europe when he de-
alined to consent to any rectification of the
Rhenish boundary line. If the demand for
suoch a rectification was honestly conceived,
the honor of France, it might have been sup-
posed, would have required that the demand
should be satisfied, 1t was hardly a compen-
sation for the abrupt rejection of the claims
of Frunce, one would think, that, under the

rovisions of the treatyof London, Luxem-

urg has ceased to be a federal fortress. The
accomplishment of that was the work of the
neutral powers, In like manner, the appeal
of the Emperor’'s Government for a settlement
of the Schleswig question whioh should be in
conformity with the stipulations of the treaty
of Prague, is treated with an indifference at
Berlin which is almost contemptuons. The
only rejoinder to it seems to come in the shape
of the merciless lashings of the North-German
press. These, the cable informs us, indicate
each day a more savage fesling of resentment
among the people of Prussis. And only Thurs-
day we had a despatch saying that France
and Austria have so far backed out of thair
pretensions to regulate vhe Schleswig queation,
a8 to unite in dissuading Denmark from in-
sisting nupon her right to recover Duppel and
Alsen from Pruogsia.

It is hardly possible that these repeated
humiliations can lead to any result but open
war. The pride of France has been wounded
in a way which would force a challenge to
Prussia, even if the policy of the imperial
dynasty dictated peace. The outbreak, when
it vomes, moreover, will not be in one quarter
alone. The gpesch of Lord Derby on the Eest-
ern question, which we published Thursday—
striotly guarded as it was—shows how small a
spurk would light up a conflagration along the
ghores of the Bosphorus. In the demand made
by the leading powers upon the Government
ol the Sultan for a more liberal policy in re-
gard to his Christian subjects, England has
refused to join, Prussia and France have
joined with Russin in urging reforms. The
indifferent attitude of England as, the closest
ally of Turkey, will ilself tend to make the
Sultan indifferent to remonstrances from other
quarters; and France, with her hands full of
the Prussian business, would not have the
time or the ability—if she had the inclination
—1o renew the profitless contract which gave
the allied armies a few days' possession of
Sebastopol. On every hand the situation is
gloomy, and hopes of a long continuaunce of
pesce can hardly be other than delnsive,

The Revolutionary Muddle at Wash-
lngion—Are We 1o Have n Change of
Government ! .

Mrom the N, Y, Herald.

The revolution presses rapidly to a focus.
At the mad pace we are now driving it is evi-
dent that the people way soon be cslled npon
to determine whether they will support the
President and uphold the republic, or merge
the three branches of power into a military
diotatorship. The diffioulties which threaten
to destroy harmony of action in the Execulive
Department are to be attributed not to Mr.
Johunson nor yet to General Grant—they are
the fault of neither. The former takes the
Copstitution of the United Biates, which is
placed in his hands as his politieal guide,
and reads:—*‘The President shall be Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the
United States.” Under this he issues his
orders to his liuuurn!-int-l(‘ihi;'f' ‘;h:l:’;:o :‘:&n
taught by Congress, in the Arm )
tion act, that ‘'all orders and m"““u‘;“’ t’:'
lating fo wilitary operations, fasuad by Hhe
President or Becretary of War, sha e
through the (eneral of the army, and in case

i the nexi In rank. The
of his imability, throug be removed
General of the army shall not m":!" o
mspmded,dor u:il::;dh'f::“ ”':“mmd Lt

u thau
‘lglﬂﬂ ‘0“ ty at his owsn MM. withont
&u previous spproval the Senate:
orders or instructions
jasued

oontrary

shall’ be null and
m““w“mvmam_mh
mww in its enactment, ¥
dently pisces s military cansor over him, &ud
tosohies our subordinate officer that to disobey
; md.hm“a a virtae; to oboy
&.m jily punished by the pro
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vigions of this act. In the oapital no one ap-
pears Lo understand the problem. The Prosi-
dent wavers in his assertion of the dignity of
his office and itsa fundamental power, and
slowly feels his way in the dark. General
Grant, uncertain whoere he stands, makes pro-
test as a Cabinet officer, and reluctantly
obeys. Far more soldierly had it been had he
obuyed withont question: for the President is
responsible to the people through Congress—
not through General Grant.

~If we are to have a dictator, let ns have
General Grant. We prefer him to any other,
He is mild and generous in hLis pature. He
would appoint the proconsuls who are to
govern the several distriota from our beat
army officers.  These, perhaps, tsught in-
subordination, might soon free their distriots
from the irksome authority of the oceatral
power and give the people an enlarged liberty.
It took seventy years of coivil war in Roms to
cnlmipate in a diotatorship. Wa may boast
that, with telegraph, railroad, and steamboat,
we oan move faster. We may bring ours to
a focus in seven years, or even less. This
will prove how rapidly we have advanced in
civilization.

Rome went on from step to step until poli-
tical necessity forced Cmsar to the surface.
The wars of England produced a Cromwall
before the mad passions resulting from oeivil
turmoil could be guieted. The ﬁmnuh revo-
lution ran its race, and was only forced into a
regular orbit by the strong hand of Bonaparta.
In the United States we have gone on in our
republican theories until we have, North and
South, engrafted npon our political tree
enough ignorance to uproot it in suoh & gale
88 that which we are trying to weather. In-
telligence is no longer the foundation prinoi-
ple of the republic; for, with the engrafting of
the negro element upon the ignorance which
already existed, weo have given ignorance the
power—the majority rules! Shall we halt
and try to ocorrect our mistakes, or march for-
ward to a military dictatorship? If Grant
were to uarry out the orders of Congress in
the gpirit whioch diotated, them he would im-
mediately become the exponent of a usarping
power. Fortunately, thus far onr great Gene-
ral obeys ordersy General Sickles gives place
to Canby, and General Sheridan reports, in
agcordance with the orders of the Commander-
in-Chief (President Johnson), to relieve Gene-
ral Hancock. The latter will assume command
immediately at New Orleans and oarry out the
Reconstruction laws of Congress.

It is impossible for Congress to strike at the
exeoutive power without giving a worse thrast
at the vitals of the Republic. So long 85 we
desire to uphold the present form of govern-
ment we must susiasin the President in fall
executive authority. If he thwarts the laws
made by the people through their Congress,
then impeachtbe President. Do not go behind
him to teach insubordination and overthrow

rinciples instead of the man; otherwise we

ill ware we would cure. Andrew Johnson,
as a man, is of little consequence to our peopls.
We may overturn and replace him; but how
are we to overturn and replace the principles
which we have voted that he s protect!
Therefore, lot it be understood that he who

not the man but the executive principle. He
who upholds the opposition which Congress
would force npon General Grant gustains a

self for its results.

The Powers of the General.
From the N. Y. Tribune.

There is a fear in the minds of some people
that President Johnson may remove Grant from
the head of the army. Congress foresaw the
possibility of such a thing, and prevented it
at the last session by adding to the Army
Appropriation bill & clause providing that—1.
The headquarters of the army shall bs in the

city of Washington. 2. All orders and instruc-
tions relating to military operations, issaed by
the President or Hecretary of War, shall be

in cnse of his disability, throngh the next in
rank. 3. The General of ths Army shall not
be removed, suspended, or relieved from
command, or assigned to duty elsswhare than
at said headquarters, except at his own re-
quest, without the previous approval of the
BSenate; and “‘any orders or instructions re-
lating to military operations issued contrary to
the requirements of this section shall be nall
and void, and any officers who shall issae
orders or instructions contrary to the pro-
visions of this section shall be desmed guilty
of a misdemennor in office, and any officer of
the army who shall transmit, convey, or obey
apy orders or instruotions so Issusd, vontrary
to the provisions of this section, knowing that
such orders were 80 issued, shall be Hable to
imprisonment for not less than two nor more
thau twenty years, upon conviotion thereof in
an 'f vourt of competent jurisdiction.”

'his aot was approved by the President
under protest, the section we lave guoted
being the one to which he objected. It will be
noticed that the language {8 more explicit
than that of the Tenure of Ofios bill, uuder
which civil officers are protected. By evasion
and indirect manceunvring Mr. Johnson got Mr,
Stanton out of the Cabiney; but the head of
the anmy is beyoud his reach—the President
is itively forbidden to remove that officer
wimt the consent of the Benate, BSuill fur-
ther to protect the Distriot Comwmanders from
the madgling of the Presldent, the law com-

ls Mr. Johnson to transmit his orders and
frections through the Geperal, and deolares
void any order not so transmitted, Mr, Johu-
pon’s war paper is not negotiable notil it has
the indorsement of General Graut,
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