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SPIRIT OF THE PRESS.

EDIYORIAL OPINIONS OF THE LEADING JOURNALS
gPoN OURRENY TOPIOS——QOMPILED EVERY
DAY ¥OR THE EVENING TRLEGRAFN.

War In Europe.

i the N. Y. Ferald,
ﬂ';'l?a Iatest news from Enrope proves that the

gltuation of aflairs in Italy honrly becomes
more sarious. The insurgents under Gari-
baldi are probably now in Rome, The Italian
Government Is #till inactive, no farther msa-
gures having been taken to oheck the progress
of the revolutionists. Meanwhile, the French
Fmporor has put his threat into execution
and the French feet so long in repdiness ot
Tonlon nas sailed, with the expeditionary
foroe on board, for Civita Vecchia, It is mani-
foat that Victor Emanuel and his advigers are
ab their wits’ end. They know mnot what to
do. With the September Convention on the
one band, and the mnational will on the other,
they sta nd lke the philosopher's ns.-'u‘h_-.ptwo-.-m
{ha two bundles of giraw. Thelr position, we
mit, is diffieult, but pgreal slalesmen ,ara
ual to great emergencies, and the ‘‘inac.
iy’ in thiz case can scarcely be said to be
sterly."’ .
n a few hours, however, French tréops will
u collision with the Garibaldians, and it
W be difftonlt for the Italian Government
weor to hesitate, The Garibaldinns alons

got & match for the troops of imperial
nee. But will the Garibaldians bhe left
o? Rather will not the Garibaldians muol-

g until they cover the peninsula, and watil
ounds are heard in auy part of Italy but
ribaldi” and “Rome "' Even now, so

th roughly at one ara the Italian people in
gard 1o this Roman question, that in aun

(ti-Garibaldi movement the troops cannot ba
tomsted. It requires but the presence of
Frenoch goldiers on Italian soll to fan the spirvit,
alrendy wild, into uncontrollable fury, and
{o precipitate upon the invader the entire
strength of the peninsula. In sach a case
Victor Emanuel and his Cabinet must ad-
vanos with the popular torrent or perish be-
neath it

It is a balisf which is entertained by many
that Italy will not, under any provocation,
allow herself to come into collision with Frauge,
Wae do not share this bellef, Italy, we ndmit,
ia mot in present circumstances a mateh for
France. \{-u do not say this beonuss 2
are not amateh for 67,000,000, but becansa the
Italisn kingdom is too young, too poor, too
imperfeotly consolidated, even though its
population were larger, to maeet on equal terms
with one of the best organized and most power-
ful military monarchies in the world, But the
blood of the nation Is up; it feels itsalf hin-

dered from obtaining its own, and insulted
before the world; and nations in such cireum-
stances are but little in the habit of caloulating
gibilities. Nor, in the event of war
reaking out between the two powers, would
the cause of Italy be altogether desperate.
Italy 18 not now what she long has been.
Since the bresking np of the Roman empira
almost to the present time sghe has heeo so
weak as to be at the meroy of every pswerfal
neighbor; but this weakness was the result of
disunion. Disunion i8 now no wore. The
Puniusula is no longer cut up into number-
88 tly principalities or dominated by
nelghboring monarchies. For the firat time
dnring many centuries Italy is & anit and the
Italiang have a national exiitence. [t is to
opmplete and perfect this unity, to round off
into a perfect whole this national life, that they
demand Rome. It is to hinder this anily, to
stunt this national life, that France now invades
the Roman territory. In a contest with
France, Italians, whatever might be thair
drawbacks, would have the incaleulabls ad-
vantage of fighting on their own soil for the
'integrity of their territory, for the unity of their
national life, for the realization of everything,
in fact, which is most righteons and most
noble in human aspiration. Not a soldier but
would feel enconraged by the thought that he
was backed up Ly the sympathy of his entire
people, and that wherever in any part of the
world liberal sentiment had found & home,
rayers were breathed for his snocess. The
gmnuh might fesl that they were grappling
not with the weak arms which their fathers
despiged in the wars of the revolution, bat
with somewhat of the sinewy strength of the
anclent Romans. The Italians might not be
able to drive Frenchmen from their spil, bat
they might be able, as long at least as was
necessary, to hold them at bay.

The success of the Italian canse, in trath, is
largely dependent on the inflaences which
may be brought to bear upon it from without,
The ofvilized world is watohing the movement,
and watching it most intently. Public opinion
is already exoited, and if war break out will
be excited more and more. It i8 not for a
moment to be donbted that sympathy will go
with Italy and against France. The eliucts
will bé manifold. Prossia may or may oot join
actively with her former ally against France,
but Prussia will not fail to prosecute her de-
signs, meanwhile, an ith Germany, awl
ere France is aware of it the Germun nativn
may bs a unit on her northern border, and
the trinmrh of Prussia complata. Aunstria
oan do mothing, sven if she were willing, and
ghe i8 but lictle likely to malke tha attempt.
Russia, however, will not lose this opportu-
nity., Bhe has long been waiting for it. It
will have come at last, and we may rest as-
gured she will turn it to her own advantagy,
Turkey will be compelled to ocede Crete
to Greece, and it is even doubtful whether
fuch a saorifive will satisfy Russian demunds.
The Christian provinces of Turkey are ripa for
revolt, If Rusia but applies the matoh the
explogion will take place, and Tarkey in
Hurope will be shattered to places. Eogland,
meanwhile, will look on anxionsly no doubt,
but with calmness and dignity, sympathizing
heartily with prograds and liberalism wherever
theéy manifest themselves, bat refusing to un-
Aheathe the sword except in defense of her in-
terests In the Mediterrauean and the East,
%nﬂ- ust not be tonoched, and will not.

orse than all this, France hargelf may yleld
to the influence of universnl public opinion
and Napoleon, when too lats, may ﬂutll that,
by the war he has Very \llllll:r.‘eu;arﬂy (_‘-0111.-
menced, ho has sapped the foandation of his
throne and ruined the hopes of his dynasty.
Rome, too, in tha long ran, will becoms the
oapital of Italy, whethur he will or whether L
will not.
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The Olandestine Courtahip,
From the N, ¥, Tribune.

Whatever humor there may be in the elan
destine courtship that has bean taking plaoe
this long time between the Demooratic party
and Mr, Johneou, lles in the fact that the
enamored couple thiuk themsclves the sole
possessors of the secret, while in reality there
isn't & man to be met who does not know all
about it. The first meeting of the lovers was
publio enough, but the conduct of the destined

Dride on this occasion 50 lstle sesembled what

thie world is uged to At such fimes, fhat it is
not to be wondered at I? we wore all thrown a
little off our goard. Miss Johnson Showsd as
tart & temper, and spoke & undvillgas “Ledy
Bentrige' herself, and to those who smpposed
she meant what she sald, there seomed
little enongh lkelihood of her ever marryin
“Repedick.' She swore she hated trallors, and
would soonmer shoot a Copperhead than kiss
one; that Demoorats were nol to be trusted,
and that in her eye they wera little better
than Rebels; with a good many more hot and
teaty words of the same sort; so that she
feemed to ba possessed with a sort of fary
sud the Democratio party, turning his llnitl
digconsolately in his mouth, and squirting
tobacco-jnioe abstraotedly over the beauly's
floor, left her with a heavy heart, and oursed
the day that ever he tried to marry a shrew.
Tornivg ot the door for a last look at the fair
termagant, what was his delight to #ee her tip
him an onmistakable wink from noder her
fan, wherenpon he gave a great gulp and
gwallowed his grief, took a fresh quid, and
awore & round onth or two to himself, by way
of thankapiving, and spitting right and laft,
ke a very llmmua, a8 18 the way of happy
Demooerats, he left the house to awalt farther
developments.

There were not wanting sharp-eyed paopls
who even saw the wink which the Presiden-
tlal shrew gave the Democrats at their firat
meeting, bnt nobody could be go blind a8 not
to sea the progress of the courtship. No day
pasged without billet-donx, which were se-
vretly lot down from the windows by strings
10 where our Democratie friend was always in
wall, mesgages were sent him by telagraph,
and it was not long hefore the lady bagan to
tury out of her employ all her old servants,
even thote who had brought her up and taken
care of her from childhood, and put her new
lover'd friends and relatives in their places,
Hhe gave them the keys of all the cupboards,
told them to help themaelves to whatever they
wanied, and to send the bill in to her uncle,
and in every way she could manifested her
desire Lo be on with the new love np matter
what becamne of the old.

Everylody saw what weg going on, and
Inughed in his sleeve at I, thongh the opinion
was generil that the mateh wag a bad one for
botly parties. Bot what surprised every one
wag that each of the engaged ones geemed
ashamed of the business, and replied to all
questions with positive denials. The gentle-
man (by which, as we are speaking allegori-
cally, we may explnin, we mean the Demo-
denied the insipuation with derisive
. aud even went the extreme length of
ring &lure upon the lady’s character, which,
1, wad no better than it shonld bs; but
wly envaed and awore like Queen Eliza.
baily, and vowed vengeance on any friend of
heérs who shonld even 20 much as hint that a
person ol her dignity and her position wonld
sver stoop to such a copuection. However, it
was not long afler this wheu the two went ofl
on a long jonrney together at her uncle's ex-
penes, and as the lndy took her stafl of ser-
vants with her, and plenty of lignor and
cigars, to say nothing of saudwiches, it may
easily be imagined that the courtship didn’t
flag, and in truth the evidences of mnatnal
affection were s0 strong that very many per-
gons in the country they went throuizh insisted
on believing the gentleman aud lady man and
wife, aud congratulated, or commiserated,
them accordingly,  But for all that they evi-
dently loved one another to distraction, it
seemnad they conld not bear to have it thought
g0, und they have gone on denying it with a
shameless peraistency from that doy to this.

The last Indicrons evidence of their blind
pervergity is only a few days old. Benedivk,
who for severnl yenrs pust has been out of
business in gonseuence of being found out in
some of hiz nefarious doings, received a lotter
quite unexpectedly, telling Lim that an old
gentleman in  Pennsylvania, whom he had
aupporsd dead and buried, had still a little
breath in Iis body, and had had, as paralytios
and bed-ridden people are wont, a little rally-
ing of the vital forces just before dissolution.
In this brief interval he had sxpressaed a wish
to send a message to his old friend Benedick,
and to show that he still remembsred him,
encloged him a few scraps of mutilated cur-
renvy, which he hoped he might be able to gat
a little comfort out of.

It is guite inoiedibls the state of excitement
our friend was thrown into by this litule god-
gend, Beizing an old banjo from its dust
corner, and arming a few of his friendn wit
whatever bagpipe or fife they could lay hands
on, he smartened himself up, pnt on a
clean dickey, washed his face, took several
drinks, and was about to set out for the White
Honse, the name of Beatrice’s country seat,
ad give her a serenade, when it suddeniy oc-
curred to him that such a proceeding would
let the cat of his engagement out«f the bag
of secrecy. 1f, said he, | sing under her bal-
cony, what will people think; will they i t be
certain that I love her, and sure that I am to
marry her ! And am I prepared to sacrifice my
possible future fortuueg by avowing such a
low conuection ! My friends think hard of me
as it is; but if | were to marry Miss Johnson!
There i another old gentleman in New York,
and still another in Mussachusetts, I think
they are both dead, but, who knows? And if
they should be alive and hear that 1 had ever
#0 much a8 thought of introducing this de-
mirep into their houses as my wifs, what
would become of my hopes? TParewsll, for-
ever, 10 the succession |

So saying, the dirly little man put up his
bapjo in the cormer with a rueful face, and
taking out of his pocket & portrait of his ina-
morata which he had clipped from the Police
(7 acette, he looked at it lﬂﬂg with wistinl BYES,
then gave a squirt expressive of having made
up bi= mind 10 coneeal his love a Mttle lon
nnd turned iuto bed.

i R
The Division of Races—Whoare lespouns
sible?
From the N. Y, Thines,

The Virginia election is wmade the occasion
of much strong writing on the relstions of ths
two races, and the antagonism whivh has been
developad between them. The simple resulis
of tha contest, so far as they are yet known,
are cerininly startling. Thay exhibit a solid

crate)
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#truotion law, and an equally solid mass of
white voters in opposition to it; the former

controlling the polls and carrying the question
of & conveution by & majority whioch demon.
strales the power of the colored people in the
Government of the State.

The general result does not differ from st
which had already been realized in Loulsiana
and Aldbama., In each ease the holding of a
convention Lag been determined by colored
H:Lu:.] "But yrhll:“lnﬂligulnhm and Alabama

@ whiten virtuslly wed Lhe eleotion to go
by defanlt, in Virginia they entered into lﬁ-
contust energetically, and with the confidence
of assured viclory—haviog their own oandi-
dntes, and voting “no'' o the proliminary re-
quirement of the law, with all the advantages
of intelligence and organization in thelr favor.
In the two other Btates the polioy of insction
wm; :riud; ini‘{!:r iuhed‘i:“ poliey of electoral
reslstance; w i e ¢ nieq -
stantinlly identical. . WAogt #itk

The tactics pursged g Virgils, howgver,

have more olearly revealod the division of

rapes that unh ly axisty, The almost total
lmhy svinved by the whites in the provious
glections left the pegroes undisputed masters

of the sitnation. Little bad blood was geunae
ratad, simply beornss there was no strogsle to
provoke it. Strict passive resistance neither
roused to anger the pride of the whitss, nor
stimulated to intemperance and insult the
strength of the blacks, On the other hand,
the intensity and comparative olosenssa of the
contest in Virginia brought out the passions
ot both partiss, and couverted the guestion of
Convention into a question of snpremany. It
beenme less & question of raorganizing noder
the law than of tesling the respective degresd
of power, and settling the politioal statius of
the races, And glooe the upshot has been
intmical to the dominativg desires of Lthe
whites, and mored than satigfactory o regard
to the pretensions of the blicks, wa may
expeot o have Virginda and its fate made the
pretext for excitiog appeals and bitar dennn-
cintion, ag agninat the Cougressional plan of
reconsiruction. The probability is that the
exoitement aud the bitterness will be based on
& partial view ol the facts,

The proper tima for eatimating the futura of
the States alter reconstruction will not coms
until the Conventions ghisll have entered npon
their work, The spiril and parposes of the
negro element will best b judged when tha
majority of delegates have shown their tempar
and indieatsd the {deas on which local govern-
ment is 10 be reorganized. It is idle to speou-
late mnch on thase sabjeots in advancs, For
though it is reported that in Virginia, as wall
as in Alsbama and Loulsiana, negroes have as
a rule elected radieal delegates, it may not be
amizs to wait for evidence before assuming
that even negro radicalism means confisoa-
tion, wholesale proseription, or anarchy in
any form.

That the blacks of Virginia have in this
election shown o lamentable alienation from
the whites, and in many localities have dis-
played & dizposition ill ecaloulated to inspire
hopea of harmony and penoce, are eolrcum.
stances which seewn tolerably well establizhad.
Muking allowance for parlisan exaggecation
sud the hate born of the slave system, it is
alear that incendiaries of the Hunnicutt stamp
have been actively at work, and that a largs
amonnt of wischief has beéan effected through
their agenoy. They have labored to promote
irritation, to excite jealousy and antagonism,
wnd to inculeate demands to which Senator
Wade, with all his *jumps forward,' has not

] Ho far as thess men have exertad
oe, it hias been in a direction al viriance
with the order and wellurs of society.

Aud wet even for this anhappy
things, the Southern whites must ba he
gome extent respo Their attitnde
too Lulp-]'i:”"- been the reverse of cone -ui.lf.i'=_\r'.
As a body they have vever recogunizad the
privileges with whivh Congress has lovested
duen, nor striven 1o promote the hir.
wony they profess Lo desive, Uivil sgawdity
reluctantly, and not seldom in
bad faith, and political equnality they obsti-
I1.|'!--]._\r -‘n-'l.l_\‘. ]'t'r-i'-li.ll','. resonstrucstion beoanse
it comfers the auflvage upon negross, they
have themsalves arected the barriers which
now blogk up the path of psaace, and calti-
vited the prejudisss which threaten to culini-
nate in a contlivt of races, They have done
nothing to inspire conlidence in their friend-
lin-se—nothing to justify reliance upon their
couperation in the organization and vonduoct of
government on a loundation of eguulity,
Their bearing, in Virginia especially, hay been
that of a guperior race, entitled by the grace
of volor to rule in the Repuablie; their tone and
tactics those of men intent npon employing
the opportunities alforded by the law o deieat
one of its moat obvions ends,

Tuke the Virginia election as an illastration.
The blacks votasd one way, the whites another.
Is that evidence that the blacks alone are pur-
suing a course which points to the antagoniam
of races {1 The great majority of whites voted
primarily nagainst a convention—that s,
sgainst reconstruction  based apon puliLi:!‘.tl
aquality; and, secondly, in favor of candidates
hostile to the newly scquired rights of the
negroes. Is it surprising that the latter voted
solidly against their own degradation and dis-
franchisement, and in support of candidates
radically opposed to the old pro-glavery spirit ?
And is it fair, when deprecating the tenden-
cies of the time, to forget the unwiss, illiberal,
and unjust proaeediuqa of the whites, and to
remember only the folly and insolence of the
blacks?

The caze is not improved by ocourrences
that have transpired sginoe the slection. 'The
Virginia press, incensed at the result, counsel
the adoption of proscriptive measures by
white land-owners and employers against
black laborers. A system of ooercion is re-
commended with *'the view of driving as many
blacks as possible ont of the Stats, and of pun-
jishing with starvation those that remain.’” It
is proposed that white labor be enconraged by
hounties to migrate to the State, with the
two-fold object of supplanting the blacks as
laborers, and of strengthening the voting
power of the whites np to the point of supre-
macy, Despatohes have announced the inaa-
puration of this cruel and sulcidal policy, and
our Richmond correspondence furnishes addi-
tional particulars on the subject. .f&m:urdi_ug
to present appearances, a sort of industrial
war is to be waged against the blacks, bacuuse
they dared to exercise the franchize they pos-
sess without reference to the will of their em-
ployers, If this madness be persisted in, mll
it be difficnlt to fix the relative responsibility
of white and black for the hostility that may
exist between tham ?

The truth is that the SFouthern whites can-
0ot too soon recognize the inevitable redults
of the order of things growing out of the Re
bellion. They profess to acknowladge the
freedom of the blacks ns an irreversibls fact,
and they will stroggls in vain Lo escapa I8
p('ﬁlil‘iil QOTVES (| UENOUS, “'(’. Ale not ﬁilrl'lriﬂthl
at their aversion to the universal enfranchisa
ment of milllons who but yesterday were
slaves; but they will gain nothing by shutting
their eyes {0 its enactwent or neglecting the
respongibilitios it entails npon them. If thay
would restore peace to their States, they will
seek to profit by the opportunities afforded by
the law, inatend of engaging in & hopaless cen-
test to annul . And il they would nentrallee
the talk of the Hunnicatts, and arrest the
separation of races, they will endeavor Lo con-
siliate the more intelligent and indusurious of
the blacks, and to win their confidence and co-
operalion, instend of hopelessly attompting 10
drlve and degrade them,

FPowers of Congress over Suifcage.
Brom the Waushinglon Chroniole,

We have never doubted the right of Con-
gress to pass a puflrage bill, because the powsr
was oxpressly olaimed by Madison and other
advocates of the Constitution; and that instra-
ment was aseailed by its opponents bevsuse it
granted the power. Wa advooated the pas-
sage of such & Bill by Congress beosuse the
time had come when it was requisite for the
peace of the country that the dlsoriminations

growing out of the institution of slavery
should oensg; and It wad manifest that the
Feople wonld willlogly accept such an a0
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whan un fait acoompli precisaly ns thay had ac-
cepted the emancipation of the nogross. Onoe
passed, it would hiave besn recoghized as an

aot of shmple justioe, and moquissosd in as the
law of the land,

achievement that just sots are difficult, when
accomplished, their very enemies appland
them. Nor is slowness of pular au:ror“.
ment aven in the agitation of reforms always
evidence of intriuglo unpopularity, There are
thousands of people who are timid and appre-
henglva of the effects of anything, however
Just and simpls, that may be stigmatized as an
inpovation. These are willing enough to let
others bear the responsibility they shrink
from, And hende they loiter on the way or lean
to the vongervative side in the midst of agi-
tation,

Congress ought Lo pass a universal suffrage
Inw a8 an acl of Justice to the people of the
country, and in vindication of the principles
ol the Declaration of Independence, I has
the right under the guerantaa clanss to devlnrs
that no Government {8 republican in form
which mnkes color a disqunlification for the
elective franchi<e, and wvacating so0 much of
the State laws as establishes such diserimina-
tions, By the 2d section of article 1 of the
Copstitution of the United States, it ia pro-
vided that the Hepresentatives in Congress
shall ba elentod llllf.i’ the }H:Jj;'}rr', “and the eloctors
in each State shall have the gualificationa re.
lltlirih‘ for electors of the moal nnmerons
branch of the State Legislature;'! and by sec
tion 4 of the same articls, “the times, places,
and manner of holding elactions for Senators
and Reprepentatives shall bs prescribed in
each State by the Legislature thereof, but the
Congresa wmay at any time, by law, make or
alter cuch regulations, except as to the places
of nhioosing Senators.”

This power was violently assailed by the
enemies of the Counstitution in the Virginia
Couvention, and was a8 earnestly contended
for by its friends. The latter olaimed that it was
absolutely neceszary for the perpetnity of the
Government, becange State Leglslatnres Illiglll
be nimical, and fuil or refuse to provide for

the necessary elections, and the Government |

therehy cease to have a representative body.
In regard to the control of Congress over the
qualifications of voters, Madison said:—

“Home States might reguiate the elnotions on
the prineipla of (quality, and
regulnte them otherwise, * * * Should the
people of any 8lita, by any means, be deprived
of the right of suffrage, it was judged proper
that it gheuld be remedicd by the General Goy-
ernment. ¥ ¢ Jithe eleelions be regulated
properly by the State Legislainres, the Cone
gresstonn! control will very probably never be
exercised., This power nppents 10 e satdifne
tory, and anlikely to be abinsed 15 any part of
the Constitation,"—alli 'y Debuates, yol, W, P

Becanse this power has never been exer-
cised, or beoanse some of the Northern Stales
have failed to do justice at the ballot-box, is
no valid reason why Congress shall not act
upon the powar 20 expressly conferred by the
Constitution. In addition, however, to the
powers originally conferred upon Congrass by
the Constitution, we have the power conferred
by the Zd article of the 15th amendment,
which, after providing that neither slavery
nor involuntary servitude shall herealter
exist in the United States, empowers Congress
to enforce it by ‘‘appropriate legislation.”
This, in addition to the general provision
anthorizing Congress to make all lnws neces-
sary lor carrying into effect any powers
granted by the Coustitution, certainly gives
the amplest authority to that body to do what-
ever its di eretion shall determine to be neces-
sary to secure republican governments and
popular liberty in the States. Androw John-

gon, in his first annual message to Congress,
sald (—

“1n epse of the nsurpation of the Government
ol & Blale by «ne man oF an ollgarchy, It be-
comes the duly of the Unlted Sintes Lo make
goodd the guarantes to that State of a republioan
furm of governmendt.”

He did not include an aristooracy, nor define
what he meant Ly an oligarchy, neither did he
tell ue upon which branch of the Government
the duty of delermining the question fell.
This, however, has bsen settled by the Suo-
preme Court to be Congress; and it is, there-
fore, the sole judge of the exigency requiring
ita action and the remedy it may choosa to
apply within the range of its powers. Upon
this point Chief Justive Btory, apeaking for the
Supreme Court, has said:—

“The Constitution unavoldably dealt Io gene-
rall mpgusge. It was not Intended merely to
provide for the exigencles of & few yeurs, but
wias Lo endure through a long lapse of ages, the
events of which were locked up in the inserata.
bie purposes of Providence, Hende the Consti-
totion leaves It Lo the leglsiative power from
time to time to adopt Its own means Lo eftectu.
ste legitimate objects,”—1 Wheaton I, 325
Martin vs, Honter.

From one of our Maine exchanges we olip
the following able argument upon this inte-
resting topio by the Hou. I. Washburn, of that
State, a Representative in Congress, which
we commend to the careful perusal of onr
readers:—

REGULATION OF THE BUFFRAGES,
76 the Editor of the Press:—

I bave pot doubted for the last two yoars
that it was the duty of Congroess Lo provide by
Inw that no Stale should, eltheér by constitu-
tonal provision or otherwise, mnke any dis-
tinetlons In regard Lo suffrage on the ground of
color, class, or rnce., Buch A law might have
been p.“md it the flrat session of the Thirky -
Ninth Congress over the vete of the President,
i1 the Republieans had been wllling Lo support
j1; and U Luls course had been taken, Lho gues-
tion would have been disposed of, and nll agiti-
tlon in regard to its settiement would have
consed before this time, It would have been
gettjed for Kenluoky and Maryland as well s
for Onlo and Connectlout; it would bave been
settied for nll the Sintes, and for all L.ms,

Lot It hot be sald that sacn a law of Congress
would pot e effective. A law of Congress for
witleh there 1s constitationnl suthority Is tmr A
monnt to Biate laws and Btate Counstitulious,
The only quesilon is, hus Congress power undur
the Consittution Lo puass & law regulaling sal
frage iu the States? Toat il bus would s em Lo
be beyond que tion. It world be as!rangeom &-
wlon If the framers of the Consuituilon, the
organle law of & dovernment founded upon Lue
gonsent of the governed, had left with the
several States the power in the lusl resort Lo
overthrow that Government by estabilshing
conuitions of sutlrags wolch would ohange il to
an oligarchy., Bul thére 1s Do sach oulalon.
['he dunger abuvamentioned wis lorescon aud
thoroughly gussded aganlnst, Because Lhe guaes-
tou of sutlrage Las beon Lo Whe preseat vime
prictically lelt to the Stales and Lhey have in
sume Insiances presoribed roles nnd miadeo roga-
lutlons which wore not o conformily to tie
Copsiitution, po srgument cvan be addacca
against the rigutful authority of Congress Lo
fev ke such roles and regnist lons, ormukoolhers
o substitution lherelor whanéver in 118 dis-
cygtion Lhere ks found to be peoasioa fot tho
exercise of this power, While 1t muy huve beon
pxpected that the power of regu'ating Lhe suf-
frage wounld ordlbarily be exercls by Lhe
States, It I8 eertaln that the right w control the
states 10 this regard—1n other words, Lhe ulil-
male authority In reference to suffrage, wis
vested 1o Congross, I 1t had not been, the right
of dissolution or seovssion wonld, as before
suggested, bve been left with enoh Stalo,

. fw vonstilutionnl provisions bearlug upon
s guestion are rinull’mlly Lhuke:—

ul, Arxi; 4, Sec, 4 ﬁ}svn i0d Biatos slinll guarantes
o every Btile Lo this Unton & republiean form of gov.
wrnment, and shall proteat sseli of Lhem sgaiost inva
wion and o gpplhm u of the Legislsiare or of thie
ftx eoutive (when the IBLAL e CADLOLDOOUR ¥ ollel ),
agulunl domentic violanos,

‘AL, ATl L The Housn of Reprementatly
shiall be compored of members chosen every ssoo

e g Ahe § o of the teveainl Stutes
if:.-rm'.'ﬁ llu tmlt' i"éme uutl“:uu
requinile foF Lhe eleatorn of the bt
ol 1"“ Blate !.ula!hllurr.

‘Art. 1, Bed 4 o times, nllt‘nd rhd manner, of

: ultvurnn for Heoslors wn ALY .

shauil be preseribed i6 each Siate by the lﬂ"ﬂ.’:
tgﬁoof. hut the Cougress mey st any time
@ or plier anc ot XC0pl u &olh.;um
vh vk Goiil g ebivin

i and the
the gosiiBeasions
Mumerous brmook

Itie onlyin the procuss of |

rin

others might |
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UTIL At 1, Cortaln powers having besn enntne
rnlid, these words fullow 10 8sg =="To make all
Iav s which stinll be uroessney nnd proper (or carcying
nto execiilon the loregolngg powers, and sil sior
Powers yestad by 1his Copguintion Io the Government
of the United Stutes, of o any departmsnt or oflicor
theroos’ '

It will beseen thal Congress Lias the powor
Lo pase laws neccksnry aud proper Lo earry 1ato
execution nny power vested by the Coustitation
in the Government of the United Statos
Among the powers thus vested I8 thal of secur-
Ing s republienn form of government (o Lho
fevernl States, and also Lhat of providing that
members of Conygress shnll be chosen by the
people of the several States, Whaenever, by n
sinte Iaw, members of Congress are chiosen by n
| portion or ¢lnss ol the paople-~by white peopie

only, or blnck people ouly; by men of the
Anglo-Baxon race only, or those only of the
Celtie or sny olher rape—it is the daly ol Qon-
’f”“m o exervise thie power with which It hos
wen clothed, for the puarpose of prevealing
such a violation of the tumlnm-:null prineiples
0l 1the Government,

My views upon
bricfly exprossed

sectlon 4, articlo 4, are
in the foliowing passages
from Mr, Wastiburn's address delivered bafore
the Government and people of this clty on the
4th of July, 1865 —

"Ifthe negro b4, Ay thess Mots olenrly show hels, n
eltizen, he 1s nndoubtedly entivied Lo the priviiegos,
righta, nod oounitles of & clitizen, and noue the lass
for the renson that bIS ancestors wera Africsun, Oor
thint bis skin s dark, Among these, parhnps, none is
more obvlous and vital than the eleciive franuhise,
Toexclude an wdult freaman, born wpon the soll and
unaccy sed of erime, from the bDalipt on aggdune of his
complexion, 18 Lo vielnw the fundamental prinolples
of this Government, and to conteavens Lhe cliear in.
tent of the Constitution: for, although there are citl-
rens, a8 women and enlldeen for example, who do not
exerciae the right of suflrage, tusir exolusion is basoed
upon no sul-republican dislinetion, as mce  ¢olor,
profe gion, relgioos nith, il she lika, Tie Coost]-
tusion, jo declariog thal ‘the Uoited Siates anall
puanrnnles Lo every state o the Unioo s republican
formof governmaent, nillrms and secoras the peactioal
obssrvapce of e ducttios of the ®D«clsration of
Independence, tha!l "‘governments corive thair juse
powers Irom the cansend Hf the gover ned,” Can that be
godd Lo Ye i republican form of guvernment which pe-
pudintes this pormal principie of Amerioan reputdi-
canfsm, which, ins'ead of leaving the right Lo govoru
wiith the peoplo, ordiaing that it shnll be exercisell by
n part only of ine people—by men of blue eves, or yei-
low halr, or white skiusonly: by clergymen, of fws
yers, or merchants; by men of Baxon dsceat, or
Ceoitle, and no others? Is that a republican form of
goverument—one resting upon the conseot ol Lthe
governud—In which sl Jewa, or Catholios, or Preaby-
terinne, all patursilioed forelgners or colored native-
born citizopy, shiall liave no volee? Would It not be
clearly the Government of s caste, clusy, Or race~1n
other wards, non aristociney, and Just thiat false and
hateful thing which the Government has been fight-
Ing ngaltst thess four years? & = #

IEm State shion'd persist in maintatoing s coustitoe
tion which In » vital respect was auti-Republican,
that excluded loyal and good cltlzens from the axe-
elre of the right'of suffeage upon grounds of caste or
o lor merely, or shonld transfer political power (rom
the mulorliiy to the minorily, to a few families, ton
direcrory or dictatorsh!p, the emergency would arlse
joowhich Intervention would begcome the Lumedinte
duty of the United Stutes,"”

Tegardiug sections 2 and 4, article I, above
olted, I oannot dp better than guole from a re.
cont number of the New York ZLribunei—

“NMr, Modison, In the Vieginia Convention, ex-
pisined thils 1o mesn that while it wan desmed do-
sirnble Lhat ench Swate shonid in the st inatance
regulate the right of sulfruge of lwell, yet to preaveat
the right from belog granted or denlod In such o
munner g8 would endanger the safety anid perpetally
of the Federal Qovernmont, it was deemaed advisable
to Inveal Congress with the nitimnte or a pelinie
power Lo alter or nmend the regulsilons ol Lhe Sliate
respooting sullrage as might be found essontial to the
niatlonal weltures, He admitted, In responss o s
question adiressed to him by Mr, Jefferson, that this
clupse would giyn Congreas the power even Lo pass
s pational uoliorm sulfrage law, bot aflirmed that
such s power might be necéssiry 1o presarve the very
existencs  of the Goverunment. r. Trumbnll
Is noton'y silent :Jl.}lun thw authority in ques loa, but
upon the olpose the Copstitation on which Me.

Ldison based Lis cona‘rucilon. In faking shie poals
tlon Lhat 'n n-Inml can government does nos depeni
upun the nomber of people who participate in the
[;rlmnr}' alection of Representatives,” wa suppngs Mr,

rumbull would be nuderatood Lo nrﬂua Lt the quos-
tion whether & gov. rnment 1a republican or not u:j.
not depend vpon the number of people who are made
voiers, But lhis asseértion, If true, proves (oo muah.
We might narrow the sulfrage Lo one man, &3 (8 prao-
tleally done In all s solute despotlsms. and yel thia
would be & republic, REPUB. JICAN"

Nntionnl Danks and State Taxation,
From the N. ¥, World.

In determining what course of action the
publio good requires to be pursued in respect
to banks organized under the National Bank-
nglaw of 1864, it is proper to oconsider the
aoct that nearly all of these institutions have
evaded (perhaps avoided would be more cor-
ect) paying State taxes, either upon the
capital stock or npon the shares held by share-
owners.

We have already explained the distinotion
which the Bupreme Court bas laid down in
jespect Lo taxation between the capltal or pro-
erty of 8 bank and ite shares. The latter
re to be regarded as personal property,
choses in possession, and iu this light it makes
no difference as to taxation that the capital
of the bank has been invested. in Federal
bonds, which by law are exempt from State
taxation, It i perfectly clear that a share-
holder in & national bank is not owner of the
bonds npom which the operations of the bank
nre based. If he contributes money to the
bank, and takes therefor cartificates of shares
in the corporation, and with that money the
bank purchases bonds which are deposited in
the Trensury at Washington as basis for notes
issued to the bank, then the bauks, and not
the share-owner, owns the bonds. 'The share-
owner could not be made to pay, under the
Internal Revenne law, an incomeé tax upon the
interest of thoss bonds paid or allowed Lo the
bank. Tha sawe wounld be true if the share-
owner, instead of paying monsy to the bauk,
had deposited bonds, for then the latter wonld
pass ont of his ownership into the ownership
of the corporation.

1t will be remembered that the second pre-
vigo of the 41t section of the Nationul Bank-
iug not is these words: —

*T'he tax so imposed, under the lawa of guy
State, upon the shures of the associations autho-
rized by this avt, shall not exceed the rate im-
posed upon the shares of any of the banks
organized under the authority of the Stale
where sugh associstion is looated."”

In rooning througl the legislation of the
different States in respect to State taxation of
the national banks, the fact that the banks
and the sharg-owners therein have, in nearly
avery instance, been able to escape the tax is
nlgu‘\'nca:ﬂt a.n;l I orlﬁu!lht};mﬁ Mmmu:: Ei’:wt
York, when, in Maro ¥ reg I
all shares held by inhabitants of the State
should be inoluded in the valustion of their
personal property, and liable to taxation, did
not provide that the tax imposed should not
exceed the rate im upon the ahares of
any of the Btate ; and, furthermore, this
legislation did not provide for taxis o
in the State banks at all, althongh there was
a tax levied on u.e“.i?iml of 'such banks,
The Bupreme Court this was not & eom-

iance with the Nationsl Bank aot, and there-

ro the shareholders of the national bauks

| eqeaped,

Eiheral coptracts made for ot to arvive st ¢
Mrricspon Line ihrif,or st Ponded Warchonpses

of Rye WWhiskies, IR BORD, goinusizes nll the fIavorite Lrawdn
abd runs through the varionus monihis of i760,/66, and of this year, mp o

thkiyivania Rallvond Dapety
»p parties mizy elect,

In Illinofs, the banks of that Stata wers by
thie State taxed upon their capital stook and
eurplus founds, and there was no provision
specilloally umlng the shares, Ho the Supreome
Court of the United Btates hiold that the share-
owners in the oational banks were not liable
to taxation in Illinofs.

In Indiana the Btate lavies taxes on ita own
banks upon their paid-up capital, and does not
tax the shareholders upon the value of their
shares, So, again, in Indians the share-
owners in the national banks avoided State
tuxation.

In New Hsmpshire the Supreme Court has
decided that the sbave.owners In national
banks eannot be taxed by the State.

In Ohio, banks ohirtered by the Btate ara
taxed upon their onpital stock and undivided
Frulilﬁ. _ There is no provision of the State

aw laxing shares in State banks by name.
In April, 1865, the State Legislature passed
i law which requires ““all sghares of stook
in any na'jonal bank located within the
State to be listed for taxation, and taxed
in the city or county in which the bank fs
located.”” Thue, in Olio, the share-owner of
the national bank escaped bearing his propor-
tion of the expense of carrying on the State
Crovernment.

There are many other States which, under
their existing laws, ounnot tax shares in Na-
tional banks. This fnability of Stats tuxation
springs, however, more from the defeot of form
than substance, and can be remedied in sither
of two ways:i—First, by the differant States so
altering the tax laws a8 to conform (if poz-
silde) to the requirements of the 41st seotion
of the Natioua!l Bankiug law; secondly, by a
modlfication of that section by Congress. The
fircty, however, remains that the share-owners
in these National Banks have avoided all kinds
of State taxation.

In some of the New England States share-
owners in these national banks have rid them-
selves of State taxntion by raising legal
poluts npon that portion of the proviso in the
forty-first gection which declares that shares
in these banks may be included in the per-
sonal property of nuy(}wr&on “In the assess-
ment of taxes fmposed by or under State
authority, at the place where such bank is
located, and not elsewhere.” The Supreme
Courts of New Hampshire and Maine bave
held that share-owners in national banks
canpot be taxed on the shares In those Slates,
because the State laws provide that a person
ghall be taxed on his personal property in the
place where he resides, and not where such
personnl property is sitnated. The Supreme
Court in Massachusetts, where the State law
in respect to place of taxation.is the sawme, Las
decided the other way, and held that thers is
no such inconsistency in this particular be-
tween the lax laws of these States and the
National Bamking act. Mr, Justice Hoar, in
delivering the opinion of the Court in Massa-
chusetts, enid that ‘‘the true construction of
the provigo (to the National Banking act) does
not conflne the assessment of the tax to the
place where the bank is located, but merely
requires that the tax, to be valid, mnst be
imposed under the State anthority existing at
the place where it is thus located.'

The Bupreme Court of Maine, on the con-
trary, says:—

"The law of Congress creating national banks:
and aatheriziog the shares In a bank to D
taxed In the olty or town where it Ia looat®%
requires that all such taxes shall be applied
the use sod benefit of such olby or towD,
altbough assessed In part or shares owned in
some other ity or town, The assessment and

tuxation of such shares, in a
that where the bank is looa .pwl::fd"&‘:m

viciation of the aet of Con und an aot of
{be Blate Legisiature. -mbmu any such

axes, when collegted, to be d the ol
town Wwhere tho BaBk s to (AT eHd oy et
holler reslles, would be an attempt to do in-
directly whal cannot be done direstly,”

As it would not seem practicable for the city
of Portland, for example, to levy and collect
taxes on shares in & national bauk in that cit,
owned by a person residing in Chioago, t
decision would practically enable a share-
owuner residing ont of the State to escape all
taxation whatever on his shares.

In what we bave said in the present article
we have not intended mnow o oast censure
npon the techuicality of the national legisla-
tion upon this subject, but simply to 1 at-
tention to the fact that the share-owners in
these banking institutions esonped BHtate taxa-
tion, and to the other fast that so many of
the States have endeavored in vain to make
these profitable investments contribute to the
reliaf of the burdens which so serlously opprass
all other kinds of property, and &0 cruslly
weigh down the laboring olasses in every Btate ,
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