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SPIRIT OF THE PRESS.

BDITORIAL OPINIONA OF THE LEADING JOURNALS
UPON CUARENT TOPIOE—COMPILED EVRRY
PAY POR THE RVEYING THLRIRAPH.

. The National Expendiiures.
From the N, ¥. Tritune.

For many months, the most atrocions false-
hoods with regard to the onrrent expenses of
the Federal Goverument have bren the prinvi-

al stock in tride of the enemies of human

iberty. The assertions of Horatio Beymour
in his Bridgeport spesch that, in the flscal
year then current, but since closed, it was
costing more than £150,000,000 psr annum to
maintain an army to keap the people of the
South in subjection'’ —that *‘Mors than §300,-
000,000 a year have been wasted in order to
uphold this policy of reconstruction’'—that
“Now, £400 000,000 are raised, and ont of it
the pnlrliu oreditor gets only £100,000,000"—
are falr specimens of the gigautio, villainous
Hes that have been put forth as facts in Cop-
perhead harangnes and editorials for the last
€ight or ten months,

The Hon, William B. Allison, of lowa, was
moved to solicit of the Hon. David A. Walls,
Bpecisl Commissioner of Revenue, an exhibit
of the acfual income and expeanditure of the
Federal Government for the fisoal year which
elosed barely one mouth ago. He made his
inquiry on the Oth of July; but the scoounts
were not yet made np, #o that he did not an
gwer tili the 10th—which is earlier, we be
lieve, than the acconnts of a fiscal year closing
with the preceding mwonth were ever laid be-
fore the publio. Of conrse, they may posaibly
require subgequent correction a4 to the patty
details; but that they are substantially acen-
rate, and within a fraotion of the exaoct figares
no one donbis. Let us sges, then, how the

official facts compare with Governor SBeymour's |

assertions:—

Governor Seymour guessed the income for
the then current fiscal year at 3400,000,000;
and it was actually $406,300,000 (very nearly);
Bo that it is t\‘rowd that be can make very
good guesses when no politival oapital is to
accrue from makiong bad ones,

Now look at the othwr side of the asconnt:

He asserts that the cost of malntainiog an
army to subjugate the South for the flseal year
1867-'68 was “‘more than £150,000,000;" and
that ““‘more than #300,000,000 a year hava been
wasted in order to uphold this policy of recon-
ptruction.” Mr, Walls’ report shows that ths
entire cost of maintaining our army, support-
ing the Freedmen's Durean, aud defraying
the expenses of reconstruction at the South,
amounted in the aggregata to B062 727, (80;
though this includes the outgoes of a wasteful
Indian war on the Plains, snd 1,000,000 ap
propriated to feeding Indians whom we had
ceased to fight. Very much of the £5,000,000
Bﬁvent by the Freedmen's Borean went to feed
the helpless widows and orphans of white
rebels left destitute by the eollapss of the Con-
federacy: nearly all the residue was paid for
registering voters and holding elections in
Btates where the Freedmen's Burean is now
being closed out, while military rule is already
abolished,

Governor Seymour asserted that of the
£400,000,004 of ravenne for the then current

ear, the public creditor gets bat §100,000, 000,

Ir. Wells’ report shows that no less than
§141,635,551 were paid in that year for inferast
on the public debt—much of it being the back
interest on the compound intersst notes, which
were pald off in that year with the three years’
compound interest due on them—so that the
interest on the national debt henceforth is but
£126,000,0C0 per annum. Afwer paying this
current interest and back interest, there were
$34,749,747 left wherewith to reduce ths prin-
oipal of the debt. Thus the year's reveuune
yielded for the payment of intsrest and prinei-

al of the debt no less than 176,355,205, being
é’: 4,450,208 more than Beymonr asserted,

Goyernor Beymour asserted that *More than
£300,000,000 a year have been wasted in order
to uphold this policy of Reconstraction.” Mr,
Wells’ report shows that the payments from
the Treasury for every purpose except pay-
ment of principal or interest of the National
Debt were less than Two hundred and thirty
millions (precisely, §219, 914 674); and that
of this amount, besides many millions for
Pensions, thers wera paid
For Bounties 1o our Volunteers... ... 848,000,000
For Retmborging War Clalms,......o.eee 10,830,188
Paymenls for properiy lost In the

Military Serviceof the United States 5,111.800

These three items—together $53,441 458 —
are paymsnt of public debt as much as though
they had bought up aud cancsled so many
Five-twenties. They are so much of the cost
of putting down the Rebellion paid off, and ex-
tinguished, once for all; so that really the
amount of our national debt was rednced
during the fiscal year just closed, including
the payment of back interest on the compeun
interest notes, by little less than one hondred
millions of dollars. And instead of the entire
current expense of the Federal Government,
except for the payment of principal aud inter-
est of the public debt, being *‘mers than $300, -
000,000, it was considerable less than §200,-
000, 10D,

How do Seymonr's pettifoggers meet this
crushing exposure of their master’s falsshoods
and oalomnies ¢

I. The World characterizes our elucidation
of the aotnal financial sitoation as a *'dis-
gracetul business.’”’ It sees nothing disgrace-
ful in Seymour’s {alsshoods —it is tueir expo-
gure and anpibilation that moves it to vitupe-
ration. Some people huve guesr tastes,

I1, 1t assumea that Mr. Allison was ignorant
of the facts set forth in Mr, Wells' report.
This is mere reckless assertion. Mr. Allison
may have been perfectly familiar with the
facts, yet preter that they should be get forth
by an officer of the Treasury whose position
aud daties constrain bim to understand them
perfectly, sud whope statements no one will
venture to dispute.

III, The World wonders why thesa facts
were not get forth at an earlier day. As the
fiscal year closed less than five weeks ago, and
&3 it is somewhat difficult to state the outgoes
of & year till after that year has expired, we
nesd say nothing on this head,

1V. The World tries to beog the expense
of the Freedmen's Burean, aud to put Mr,
Wells' acconnts into coniliot with those of
General Howard. Bot General Howard had
emaghed this juggls beforehand by stating
thut the aggregate paviuents trom the Trea.
Bury expressly o acconnt of the IFreedmen’s
Burean, from Janaary 1, 1865, to Jsnuary 1,
15068, were 86 UG5, S58; but that certain Com-
missary and other stores had been furnished
to the order of that Bureau from the depots
of the regular army, while certaln military
officers, who were adwinistering or serving the
Burean, were pald with their respective com-
mands, as though employed in (e regular
military service. If the Buresu is charged
with thess stores and the pay  of
these officers, as it fairly may b,
then its total cost from the oumtset, to Jan-
aary 1, 1588, including millions of rations
dealt ont to famishing white Rebels, 1s 80,054, -
370; otherwine, it is less thau six millions, s
aforesald, Mr., Wells, of course, takes thess
socopnts as they stand on the Treasury books,
haviog no alternstive. The Freedmen's
Burean might fairly be charged with mors:
but every penpy added to this must be sub-
trated from the ccet of malntalnicg the arwy;

| cept that they are prosecuted undsr the

henoe we have added them r above, #0 l
ad to leave mno room for cavil. The cost of
maintaining the army, inoluding that of the
Indian war on the Plains, supporting the
Freedmen's Burean and enforoing the Hecon-
struoction aots aggregated, was lesa than alxty-
three millions, as is shown above.

V. The World wonders why we have to pay
§38,000,000 for military bouuties in 1867-8,
Answer ~This money was !nnﬁ ago dus to onr
volunteers for halping to put down the Demo-
eratio Rebellion of 1864-65. It ought to have
been paid before; but the soratinizing of so
many elaims and accounts has reqnired mach
time. Suppoge the mousy was honeatly das
in 1860, but unpaid: iz there any reason for
not payiog it since ?

\'Y The World asgerts that the British Pen-
alon list is far less, with an army of 136,139
men, than onra with an army of 60,000, Hat
our Pension List is not for an army of 50,000
men, but for the several armiss of over two
mi]lf:mu, first and lagt, of volunteers who pnt
down the Slaveholdars' Rebellion; do!n? mora
rolid fighting In four years than all the British
armies have done within the last century.

VIl The World contrasts the cost of the
British engineer servioe with ours, and wonders
Low onr Engineer Burean spent over £6,000,000
lust year. Answer.—It spent nine-tenths of it
in constructing a steamboat canal around the
lower falls of the Mississippi at Keokuk, aud
other worka of internal improvement which
have nothing to do with military affairs, ex-

charge of the Epgineer Burean, in order that
the work may be well done and the public
money not stolen. Why thus expose your
fgnorance in vain attempts to gratify youar
muiice 7

—Triends of Crant and Colfax ! try to have
Wella' report on the flnances read by all your
neighbors |

Working of the Reconstructed Govern-
ments.
From the N, ¥, Timea,

The pro-Rebel erusade against Reconstroo-
tion would be more plausible and more just
if it were legs direetly at variance with facts
revealed by the working of the new Govern-
ments.  If their organization rested upon
sweeping and permanent measures of pro-
goription, or if in their operation they were
found mwaking war unpon particular classes,
upon property, or upon the enterprise and
industry on which the prosperity of the South
must be rebnilt, it would be easy to extennats,
aud perhaps to justify, the coarse of the South-
ern leaders. Their policy might pot adwmit of
defense, but the causes of their action wounld
be apparent, and & certain ressonableness
wounld be conceded to it. What then, gene-
rally, are the facrs in regard to the seven
States which bave besn restored to the Union
under the Reconstrootion acts ?

The new Governments are at work in all of
them. They have been organized under
great diffculties. Cironmstances have in
many instances favored the pretensions of in-
ferior men, aud have lent importance 10 mat-
ters and influences which it is not desirable to
jerpetnate in their present shape. There
Ll a lack of experience m many direotions,
and thereare in sll sources of smbarrassment
and diffioulty which po candid observer will
ignore. Very large allowance should, in
fact, be made, as well for the men composing
the new Governments as for their proveedings.

Aund yet their most malignant assailants
confine their attacks to general dennveiation of
the natura ol the Governments and the autho-
rity which called them into existence. ¥Y¥iuu
the exception of North Carolina, where & dis-
pogition to tread in the footsteps of Brownlow
i8 attributed, not altogether without reason,
to Governor Holden, we look in vain for spa-
cific allegntions of harshness or wrong. Even
there, judging from experivnce elsewhers, it is
fair to set down something to partisan exag-
geration, and to the circumastances which nar-
row the Governor's choics of procedure., Be-
sides, supposing his spirit to be bitter, it doas
not appear to have impregnated the Legisla-
ture, and it certainly has neither warrant nor
aid in the labors of the State Convention.
The provisiong of the local Constitution are
emivently wige; and there is an evident appre-
ciation, both by the Legislature and the Exeon-
tive, of the educational and material needs of
the Btate.

In Louisiana, again, the course of events is
not g0 smooth as the friends of the South de-
gire it to be. The operation of the Govern-
ment i8 impeded, and current references to
the probable neceesity of Federal interference
betoken & feebler oivil authority thaun is re-
quired when dealing with orgmized and nn-
serupnlons enemies. This condition of things,
however, implies nothing discreditable to the
new Government, It is not charged with an
abuse of power, or with meglect of duty, or
with aught prejodicial to the industry and
oredit of the State, If its embarrassments are
wore eserious than those of mny other State,
it is because in Louisiana the spirit of hos-
tility to all loyal authority is more defiant,
and practically more formidable than in the
other gix States. A fact which does not re-
flect unfavorably on reconstruction, but rather
vindicates the stringency of some of its mea-
gures.

Nor has the abusive ridicnle with which the
new Government of South Carolina has been
agsailed, provoked ita legislators to depart
fromn the sensible course marked out by the
Constitutional  Coavention. Unfortunate
jealonsies have shown themselves, and prac-
tical measures are retarded by questions of
patronage. Dut we trace no sigu of the ex-
tiome measures which disaffeoted whites pro-
fess to dread. The “‘negro legislature,'’ as it
iz called, i2 in truth mwore moderate, and
withal more just than its assailantg, And the
opening message of the pnew Governor gave
proof of the eagacity and good feeling with
which the anthority of the Executive will be
exercised.

Alabama has sdvanced further, and in some
respects more satisfactorily, The Common-
Carrler bill, providing for the unrestrained
and equal necess of whites and blacks to rail-
road cars and steamboats oreates excllemeant;
but its gignificance is inflnitely less than the
favor with whioh efforts for the removal of all
disabilities are regarded by the Republicans,
“The native Republicans generally favor it,"
a degpatch from Montgomery reports, and the
time 18 not distant, we trust, when it will be
suoecssful. The woret obstacles to thia and
every other measure tending to reproduce
harmouny is the flerca opposition of those
whom it is proposed to benefit.

The position of alfairs in the Georgia Legia-
luture is not less ereditable. More sppears to
hiave been done thers than in any other Btate
towards the blending of moderate elements,
irrm-'%-w.-tiva of partisanship, and the Legisla-
tore is evidently riper aud under more saga-
cious leadership. Were it not for the wild
harangnes of Toombs and Cobb and Ben, Hill
Georgin might be supposed to be reconstruo
in heart as well aain form. We don't koow
that their follr shonld be held to prove other-
wise, but it displays the nature of the opposi-
tion to be encountered. Judging of the Rebel
orators by their spesches, and the recon-
alructed Government by its aotion, it is eafe to
conclude that the latter has much the stronger
claim upon the respect of the Blate. Its
worst envmies are they who in {18 name sesk
to reopen questions which reconstraction haa

righteously and, ag we belleve, elfeciually
setlled.

“Democracy Means Revolotion.”
From the N, ¥. World,

This startling heading, from the Tribune,
is follcwed by these opening paragraphs of a
long article in the same strain;—

“If Demoeracy does nol mesn revolutlion,
what does IL mean?  All efforts to cloud the o
vast by Introduolng new lssues have (alled
The llnes of demareation ars drawn with won-
derful distinoipess,. Fionnelal gquoesuons, taga-
won, and tariifs, forelgn soud domesilo ecunomy ,
are subsidiary. Thers will be no saclousironole
about r-na}lug the debty, when Lthe time come8 Lo
pay 1t, € cnn trust the common sense of the
country for that Tarlils and tsxstion Wil
right themselves in obedlence (o the immutable
Iwws of supply wud demnnd, The issue thal
transcends and wbsorbs /1l Lthesa ls slmply this
—=Hunll we have n revolatlon? A oertein polioy
has been adopted, Whatever may be sald about
reconstinetion; whatever niay be its merits
orf demerits, It I8 now e supremae AW
of the lnnd. ‘The fonrtesnthr artiole places
the whole question of reconstraction above
the rench ol sty politieal pariy, Even glve the
Demooracy the latlest trinmph. Sappons I
alects Mr. Seymour and & majority o, tha
House, the Bonnte 14 raoloal and strong enongh
to veto any attempl Lo amend or desiroy Lone
work of Cougress, Tne whole power of Lhe
Demooratie pariy could not take the par from
a single Rebel, or place & bar upon i singls
negro, Nay,even In the smnil matter of the
dispensation of ofMes, . Democratic President
wou d be powerless, He conld nol toaoh &
radienl postmussier without the consent of B
radionl Bapste, He would be mercly the miu-
Ister of lnws which he disapproved, and the
servanl of a Senale that did not trost him,
How then conld the eleclion of Ssaymonr oon:
duer to the advaniage of the Damoacalie party 7
How conld the new administration oarry out
the wishés of I8 constilaents? Slmply by
revolution.

“The Demoeratle parly underastands this, and
to gain power I8 prepared Lo 'alke thie responsl-

lity ef revolaton, even unto war, HRenem-

ar the deflance of Frauk Binlr, which gave
Iiim the npanlmous vole of Lthe Democratie
Convention,”

The idea with which the Tribune sets out is
perfeotly correot, namely, that the chisf issue
presented in this canvass is, whether the negro
reconstruction ghall stand. The Tvibune is in
error, however, wheu it gays that *‘the four-
teenth amendment piaces the whols question
of reconstruction beyond the reach of any po-
litical party.”’ The so.called fonrteenth amend-
ment leaves the regunlation of the suffrage to
the States, but deprives them of a portion of
their representatives in the lower branch of
Congress if they exolude the negross. Waiving
the question whether this amendment has
been properly ratified, it does mnot interfere
with the upsetting of all that has been done
by Congress im the Southern States since it
was first proposed. The Sonthern States may
displace the negro governmesnts and still retain
their equal representation in the Sunate—far
more important to them than & fall represen-
tation in the Houss. By replacing suffrage
on the white basis, they will take gecarity
against bspg misrepresented in either braoch
of Congress, aud will regain all the advantages
of domestic gell-government.

Having shown that the ¥ribune's reference
to the fourteenth amendweont iz not pertinent,
we quite agres with it as to which is the main
issue in the ensuing election, Is negro ‘‘re-
construction unconstitutional, revolutionary,
and void 1" If Goveruor Seywour i3 eleoted,
the people decide this question in the affirma-
tive; if General Grant, in the negative., Bo
far, if we understand eur contemporary, the
World snd the 7ribune agrea,

Buat the Zribune raises the guestion whether
the decision of the people, thus rendwred,
shall be respected. The tenor of its article is,
that if the Republican party suocceeds, it
shall; bnt if the Democratio, it sghall not.

But why is not one party just as mnch bound
by the Wil O the  majurivy ae thae other ?

hat is sauce for the goose is saunce for the
gander, Lven the Zvibune does not profess
any fears that the Democratic party will
nudertake a ‘revolution,’”’ nnless it succeeds
in electing its candidates. That great
bugaboo, General Blair's first lstler,
does mnot contain & sentence mor a gyl-
lable from which it can be inferred that the
bogus negro Legislatures and oarpet-bag gov-
ernments are to be sent budging, except by
the election of a Demooratic President., It
General Graat is fairly elected, the new policy
will have on its side both the machinery of the
(Giovernment and a preponderauca of the physi-
cal strength of the comntry. Not a word has
been uttered by any responsible Demoorat in-
dicating a purpose to disturb it if it should be
indorsed by a majority of the peopls. But
if a wajority of the people reprobate it and
condemn it, as they will if they elect Bey-
monr and Blair, the Zribune insists that it
sball nevertheless stand, though at the cost of a
civil warl

Unless the ZT'ribune holds this anti-republi-
oan, this atrocious and diabolical dootrine, the
ory of revolution and bloodshed which it
raises against the Demooratic party is arrant
nonsense aud absurdity. The Lribune tslls us
that if Beymour is eleoted, the radical Benate
will stand ont against the decision of the
country; that the radical pa-ty will take up
arms to gustain it in thus resisting the majo-
rity of the people. It is only Ly such a re-
fusal to accept the result of the slection, only
by resistance to the declared will of the majo-
rity, that & new civil war is possible. ke
radical organs and orators are all threatening
war if the Demooratio party succeeds. It is &
threat against the soversign majority of the
people. It i8 treason against the very princi
pie of republican government—ile right of the
majority to rale.

The people have never yet had an opportu-
nity to give their verdict on the Recomstrue-
tion gets. At the time of the last Congres-
gional elections those acts had mnot besn
hatched, In the State elections held last
year, there was a more sudden and surprising
reaction than was ever befors wituessed in
this cenntry. The people will now be per-
wmitted, for the first tims, to give their deiibe-
rate judgments on those acts. The Hepubli-
cund confess that the issme is so  boldly
;fn-sunlcd that it cannot be blinked. The
Jemocratio Convention have made it impossi-
ble for suy citizen to vote for ‘Seymour snd
Blair without intending to condsmu the reécon-
gtruction policy of Congress. I they are
eleoted, that policy will have been expliciuly
repudiated by a majority of the people,

The Z'ribune declares that the Republican
Senate and the Republican party will not sab-
wit to such a decision, thengh made by the
people; declares, in subatance, that the Re-
Ful-liv:mn will ses the land again drenched with
olood rather thun give op their policy, even
after the sovereign peopls have condemued it,
There can be no civil war in consequence of
Mr. Seymour's election, unless the Republi-
cansg gt atnaught the solemuo judgment of the
people deliberately prowounced. But the
Iribune informs us that the Republican Senate
will thus defy the people; and that the Repub
lican minority will sustain such deflance by all
the bayonets they can muster, And the party
that utters thess threats has the effronlery to
proclaim its opponents revolutionists |

—_———

Deprecintion of Bonds and the Cause.
Fyom the Qhicage Tribune,

We are constantly reminded by the Copper-
head press and spouters that five-twenty bonds
gold at one time dnring the war as low as forty
centg—that is, the Government received in
gold but #40 for whioh it gave its obligation,
at six per ocent,, for §100. But we must re-
mind them in return that forty per ocent. rep-
gunted the world's opinion of the chanoces of
the Union gurviving the pssanlt made upon it
by the Democratic party of the Bouth, alded

;ndm:botlad by & majority of the party ln the
o .

The rates at which onr bonds sold darlng
tke war wers an nunerring iodlcation of the
ehanoes of the destruction or salvation of the
Union, in the opinion of ecapitalists, in both
Earope and America. From the report of the
United States Revenne Commissioner, wo flod
that the wmelling price of 7-30 bonds for the
first quarter of 1562 waa only 96} oents in
gold value; for the second gnarter of the
game year, 99 0:10; for the third quarter, 80;
for the fourth quarter, 7). Thess bonds wers
convertible into 65.20s. Duoring the year 1863
the gold prios of onr 7-80s and 6-205 averaged
67, 714, 81, and 69 for each quarter of that
year. T 1564 the gold price of the bonds
wera 07, 08, 454, and 51. This was the year
the Democratic party officialiy declared ''the
war to be a failare,'" and tried go desp *rately
to make it one.

The lowest point onr bonds aver reashed
was in the third qnarter of 1804, in which the
Copperhead Chicago Convention was held. In
the world's opinion the chances wera largely
against the Unjon surviving the attack upon
it, and men would give bat forty to fifty dol-
Inys for & bond. The defeat of the Copper-
head party for President caused the bouds to
rise slx cents in gold on the dollar. In the first
quarter of 1860, they were worth 54%; in the
second quarter, 71}; in the third quuarter, 74
aud sinos then they have averaged about 75
cents, The constant colamor of tha Western
Copperheads to pay thewm in new issnes of
greenbacks, withont making provision for the
redemplian of the latter, has kept down the
value of our national seourities to their pre.
sent price.

If the Demooratio party of the North had
worked as heartily and faithfully as the Re-
publican party to put down the rebellion the
bouds would never have sold below ninety
per cent,, and the rebellion wonld lhave been
crushed ont a year and a half before it was.
The debt wonld have been less than half what
it is; onr green backs wonld be aqual to gold,
and our bonds wonld bear a preminm in the
world's money marksts. One half of the prin-
cipnl of the debt and all the depreciation of
the bonds and greenbacks must be charged to
the account of the Democratic party. It was
their unfaithful, their unpatriotic, Copperhead
conduot that created balr the debt, and half
the bloodshed; that cansed our bouds to sell
as low as 40 cents on the dollar, and gold at
one time to amount to 2530, and all the nations
of the earth but hopeful Germany, to give up
the great American Republio as lost. Aund yet
these disloyal wretches who brought the
Union to the brink of aunihilation by thair
lack of patriotirm are brawling for repudia-
tion, beoause, forsooth, the bonds did not re-
alize their full face in gold !

The Power of Congress to Regulate Rail-
way Commerce.
From the N. Y. Nation.

There iz a continuous line of rallway com-
munication between Boston and Omaha, The
companies which control this line owe their
existence 1o the separate legislation of Massa-
chuietts, New York, Ohblo, Michigan, lodiaua,
Illinois, and Jowa. [assengers and goods
may be carried from one of thess points to the
other withont change of ears or transhipment,
and are, of course, on their route, gnocssfully
brought under differant and perhaps confliot-
ing codes of local laws. May Congress apply
to this live and to all othars similarly situated
4 upiform rule in respect to all matters con-
nected with the business of transportation ?

The anawer which wa mnat give to thia in-
quiry, and the key to the whola disoussion,
depend npon the answer to another gquestion;
—Is the transportation of passengers and
geods npon railways to ba called commerce, 8o
that if the transportation ba from one Hiate to
another there thence exists ‘‘commerce among
the States?" If so, the power we are con-
sidering plainly exists, for the Constitution in
express terms anthorizes Congress to “regulate
commerce among the several States."

The national Constitution is an enumeration
of general legislative funotions conferred npon
the Government rather than & description aod
deflnition of the particular aots of law-making
which Congressfl may perform. Political par-
ties have to a great extent been divided upon
the question, What specific powers are in-
cluded within these generio statements of the
organio law, and, therefore, what measures are
Copgress permitted from time to time to adopt ?
The discussion which began at the very out-
get has continued to the pregent day, and has
been participated in by the legislators, the
judiciary, and the people. General prinociples
of interpretation have been repeatedly as-
snmed by Cougress in making a law, con-
firmed and established by the Saprems Court
in declaring the law valid, and approved by
the people in the choice of their representa-
tives. Yet it has constantly happened that
when a new measure is proposed, althongh it
is clearly within the general principles of con-
stitutional interpretation settled by the highest
authority, and is in all respects analogous to
vthers with which the people have long been
familiar, it is opposed, the power of Congress
to pass it is denied, simply Lecaunse it is new,
because the object to which it is directed has
uever before been brought within the soope of
Congressional legislation. The contest must be
again waged from the beginning; first prinoi-
ples must again be npfwaled to, as though the
vombined assent of legislators, judges, and
people had determived nothing in respect to
cur orgapio law, Tbhis statement is most em-
pliatically true in reference to the subject now
nuder consideration, Congress has again and
sgain enacted laws in every respect analogous
to the proposed measure, laws depending npon
the ssme generic grant of power, and interfer-
ing in an equal degree with the State legisla-
tion, These laws have often besn subjected
to the sorntiny of the Supreme Court, and as
often béen upheld. The long line of splendid
judgments upon the power of Congresa to
regulate commerce, commensing with Gibbons
ve, Ogden, in 1824, and ending daring the
eurrént year, has completely settled every
principle upon which the authority to control
inter-Btate railways depends. Nothing is new
except the particular object to which it is now
proposed to direct the regulative function.
Yol we see two Democratic members of the
Committes on Commerce dissenting peremp-
torily from the decision of the maujority, and
denying the existence of any power in Con-
gress to regulate railways.

The Constitntion declareg that “Copgress
shall have power lo regulate commerce with
foreign nations, among the several Btates, and
with the ludian tribee.” It should be noticed
that there i5 no diflerence whatever in the
compulgive efficaoy of these three grants; each
one 18 a8 comprehensive as each of the others.
To whatever extent Congress may regulate
commerce with foreign nations, it may regulste
commerce among the several States; the one
function bears no badge of inferiority to the
other. No one now qnestions or limits the
pational authority over foreign commerce; that
over foter-state commerce is equally broad,
and if it has not been 80 fully exercised, this
bus resulted simply from motives of policy.
Chief Justioe Marshall said, in Gibbons v. Og-
den; ““The subjeot to be regulated is commerca;
and our Constitution belng, as was aptly sald
at1le bar, one of enumeration and not of defl-
pition, to ascertaln the extent of the power it
becomes necessary Lo settle the meaning of the
werd, Commerce undonbtedly Is traflis; buat
{4 is spomething more; it I8 lotercourse. It
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FINE RYE AND BOURBON

Of 165, 1=00,
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ALSC, FREE FINE LYE AND BOURBON WHISKIES, 3
Of GREAT AGE, ranging from 1564 tp 18435,

Liberal contracts will be entered into for lota, in bond at Distillery, of Lhis yoars' manuiaotnre,|

describes the commerclal intercourse between
vations and parts of nations in all its branches,
avd is regulated by pmﬁuﬂhinf rules for our-
1ying on that interconrse.’”’” In & subsequent
cuge the same great jodge shows that com-
merce jucludes traffic as well as mere lnter-
course. In the celebrated ‘‘assenger Cases”’
(1849) the Supreme Court formally decided
that persong may be the objecta of commeros,
snd that the transportation of persons iz a
brauch of commercial intercourse which may
be regulated by Congress. State laws inter-
fering with the national regulations were pro-
nounced void, Thess principles lie at the
bagiz of all the legislation of Congress, and of
all the judgments of the Suprems Court, and
hiave become s part of the established consti-
tutional law of the country.

Commerce, therefore, containg two elements,
transportation and traflic; each of thess may
be regulated, if they are oarried on with for-
eign nations, or between two or more Biates.
Wea are so geographically situated that by far
the greater part of our commeroial intercourss
with foreign countries is conducted upon the
ovesn; and thus it necesgarily happens that
most of the laws regulating that iotercourse
are made applicable to water trausportation.
For a considerable period of our bistory most
of our mter-stete commerce was also trans-
acted npon navigable waters, partly uFun the
ocesn, partly upon the great chain of lakes
which skirt the mnorthern {rontier, and
partly upen the vast rivers which divide
and separate many of the Btates; and
it happens that most of the regulations
which affect this  intercourse  have
refererce to navigation or to navigable waters,
Congress has, by virtue of its general funo-
tion, prescribed rules governing all this navi-
gation as special and wminute, and interfering
as radically with State legislation, as any
which oan ever be demanded and enacted for
the government of land transportation and
traflic. In this class are found regulations for
the ownership, transfer, and use of vessels
sailing upon foreign voyages or from ona State
to another, Other statutes regulate the use
and conduet of the vessels themselves, provide
for the safety of crews and passengers by pra-
scribing rules concerning bollers, engines,
medicines, bulk, ventilation, number of the
crew, the form and natnre of their contract
of hiring, their rights, powers, and duaties,
No one questions the validity of such laws
as these. Not a steamer gails from New York
to an adjacent port which is not under the
control of United States statutes; not one
pliea on the great lakes, or om the Ohilo
or the gﬂsslaalppi, which is not in like manner
the object of national legislation. Many of
these vessels are owned by corporations oreatad
nnder Btate antherity, which are thus inter-
ferad with in the same manner as railway com-
pavies would be if the measura under disons-
sion should bs adopted. DBut Congress has
gone much farther in its work of regulation.
It has invaded the common law of the States,
and has relieved the owners of vessels from
much of the liability as carriers of goods which
that law casts upon them. The Supreme
Conrt has gnstained the statute which makes
this change, and has declared that it applies
to the great lakes and navigable rivers as well
as to the ocean. Again, Congress has assumed »
to authorize the coustruction of certaln bridges
over great rivers which run bhetween several
Btates. The Supreme Court, in the case of
Penusylvania ve. Bridge Company, 18 How-
ard’s Rep., has directly sustained this exercise
of power. In the very late case of Gilman va.
Philadelphia it was conceded by the samse tri-
bupsl that the national legislature may, by
general or by special laws, provide for the
erection of bridges over streams navigable
from the ocean, whether lying entirely within
a single Btats or not.

These examples of the existing system of
regulation might be indsfinitely multiplied.
Iiut enongh has been said to show that the
principles upon which the whole question of

ower turns have been gettled; that commerca
ncludes trapsit as well as traffio; that inter-
state commerce i8 a8 much within the scops of
the Congressional function as that which is
foreign; and that the national legislature has,
to a large extent, exercised its authority over
the interconrse among the BStates oarried oa
in the natursl water channels of intercom-
muuication. The whole discussion is, there-
fore, rednced to one narrow point., Unless io-
tercourse by land, over the natural or artificial
ways now in use, is8 not commerce, Congrass
has ample authority to presoribe rules govern-
ing the inter-state trapsportation of persons
and merchandise by rallways.

It hardly needs an argument to show that
the metheds and instraments of the inter-
vourse—bridge or river, stage-coach or pack-
mule or railroad— are not the essential faots;
these change; new inventions banish the ob-
jeols which were onee familiar and to whioh
the laws onee applied, aud the laws must be
smended in order to adapt themselves to the
altered circomstances, The Constitution con-
cerns {tself only with the fact that persons
and merchandise ate transported from foreign
conutries to our own, or from one SBtate to an-
other, and not with the particnlar methods
which may be in use from time to time to
eflect this transit, The Supreme Court very
properly said in Gilman vs, Philadelphia:—
*It must not be forgotten that bridges, which
are connecting parts of turnpikes, strests, and
raflroads, are means of commeroial tranapor-
tation as well as navigable rivers, and that
the commerce which passes over a Lridga may
lie much greater than would ever. bs trans-
ported on the water whioh it obstrocts.”

One conpsideration, however, is absolutely
cone'usive npon this point. If the power of
Congress extenda only to that inner-State
trangit which s carried on through the natn-
ral water channels, and does net also embrace
that carried on through the means of railways
and other artificial channels, then the same is
true a8 to its power over foreign commerce.
Those who deny the anthority of Cengress to
regnlate the raillway traflic through the Btates
must, of uewssiti, deny ils power to regulate
the railway or other land traflic with Canadaor

with Mexico. In faot, the opponents of the
proposed measure are driven to the position
that the Constitution was only framed for the
gtate of things, physical as well as politioal

which existed at the time of its adoption, &n

that it contalng no quslity of elastioity, no
faculty of adaptation to the changes in the
formy of conducting the activities of life, and
to the progresd in the materlal arts.
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